Florida Senate - 2023 CS for SB 234

By the Committee on Fiscal Policy; and Senator Avila

594-02672-23 2023234cl
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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to statutorily required reports;
amending s. 286.001, F.S.; defining the term “state
entity”; revising the procedure for filing statutorily
required or authorized reports; deleting provisions
requiring that abstracts be filed for statutorily
required or authorized reports; requiring state
entities to redact exempt or confidential and exempt
information from reports before filing; providing that
the Division of Library and Information Services of
the Department of State or the department, or any
contractor thereof, is not responsible for redaction
and may not be held liable for the failure of a state
entity to redact exempt or confidential and exempt
information from its reports; requiring state entities
to submit a specified accompanying statement
identifying the applicable provisions for such
redactions; requiring the state entity to retain or
archive reports in accordance with certain schedules;
requiring the division to compile and annually update
a list of all statutorily required reports and their
submission dates; requiring the division to publish
such list on the department’s website; requiring the
division to compile, beginning on a specified date,
bibliographic information on received reports in a
specified system; requiring the division to update the
bibliographic information on a quarterly basis;
requiring that the bibliographic information be

distributed quarterly to the Governor and the
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Legislature, beginning on a specified date; providing
legislative findings and intent; requiring the
division to implement and maintain a publicly
available, Internet-based system for such reports by a
specified date; specifying features and functions for
such system; deleting a provision requiring state
entities to create, store, manage, update, retrieve,
and disseminate statutorily required or authorized
reports in an electronic format; deleting a provision
related to construction; providing an appropriation;

providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 286.001, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

286.001 Reports statutorily required; filing, maintenance,
retrieval, and provision of copies.—

(1) For purposes of this section, the term “state entity”

means any agency or officer of the executive, legislative, or

judicial branch of state government, the State Board of

Education, the Board of Governors of the State University

System, the Public Service Commission, or a water management

district operating under the authority of chapter 373.
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by law to make a regular or periodic report reperts—regulartyor
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11 fulfill the requirement to submit the report
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destgnated——reeipients—of the reportaond anabstracet—and one copy
of the report with the Division of Library and Information
Services of the Department of State—untess—the head of+the

roarnoprd 2o~y Nt +szr moaleaa o At A o0 A S ] A3+ ~AnT Aot

J_CtJ\J_L L_Lll\j 1T LL__Y TN T O (=9 A\ 5\ ST UP) W iy ) f i S i i @5 Ny WS S W B ¥ | F S @ ay oy [ i [ AW AW S Sy U S N iy @ S iy A\ A
Sroatzr Ao~ 4 PN ot 4+ £+ ISP RSN i I T3 P

g t/J_UV_L\A._Lll\.j T P U S U Ep S wy J_\.,t/UJ_L., (- a—y T o CO T O CCOUI 1T 1T . =

WA P IS IP-E SN DI IR TN B TS DNP I B SNENE SN B S NP IR 2N B AN S AP R T Wi~ I =i | A P PN

7 SAND B 1§ 1) A S At A D WS iy @ R USSR S VA N \A.\.,u_l_\.jlluk.,\.,u J_\.,k/_l_t/_l_\.allk.,u LS Juuk.,_LJ__L\.,\Ao FARY A\ i ) wy t/u\_jb

P NP O £ o+ Sorermme o] PN S SV I S o aoth Theceeo o
CITO 1O oL T \j\JVC.LlllllClll,uL \JtJC.L(.;LL,L\JllLJ CUTIHIT T T T T OO0 oL OO0 CIT ITTOT O TWO
£ + 1 T a1 ] e Th et~ £ + 1 ocanntaoant o £ o~k raoarmoa
O T J_IC\j_LQ_LQLL—LA.LC- [ N o N ) oo T T T . = I CUITCCTITICO . = o T COTTT J_C_tJ\JJ_La
a1l 1 1 halF ] +h

shall—bernomore—thanone—half page—3in—tength. The aektuwad report

must shadd be retained by the reporting agency or officer, and
copies of the report must shait be provided to interested
parties and the statutorily or administratively designated
recipients of the report upon request.

(a) A state entity that submits a report pursuant to this

section is solely responsible for redacting any portion of the

report which is not subject to public inspection. The division

or the department, or any contractor thereof, is not responsible

for and may not be held liable for the failure of a state entity

to redact exempt or confidential and exempt information from its

reports.

(b) If a report is redacted, the state entity submitting

the report must provide to the division an accompanying

statement that identifies the specific statutory basis for the

redaction.
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(3) The state entity shall retain or archive each report in

accordance with the applicable records retention schedule.
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duty of the division—in—addition—teo—itsdutiesunder s+—257-055
to:

(a) By November 1, 2023, with assistance from the state

entities, compile a list of statutorily required reports and

their submission dates. The division shall update this list by

each November 1 thereafter. The division shall publish the list

on the Department of State’s publicly accessible website
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(b) Beginning January 1, 2024, compile bibliographic

information on each statutorily required report it receives for

publication in the system implemented and maintained under

subsection (5). The division shall update the bibliographic

information on a quarterly basis. The bibliographic information

may be included in the bibliographies prepared by the division
pursuant to s. 257.05(3).

(c) Beginning April 15, 2024, and each calendar quarter

thereafter, distribute the most recently completed quarter’s

bibliography created pursuant to paragraph (b) to the Governor,

the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of
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Representatives.

(5) The Legislature finds that statutory reporting

requirements for state entities is of great value to the public

for accountability and transparency in government. A single,

modern, Internet-based repository is necessary to compile

reports on government activities as well as to ensure that

statutorily required reports are easily accessible and available

to the public. The ability to search for a statutorily required

report by specific information will save time for the requestor

and reduce the workload of state entities that are required to

respond to requests for reports. Therefore, the Legislature

intends that the division receive statutorily required reports,

and by January 1, 2024, the division shall implement and

maintain a publicly available, Internet-based system that

includes, but is not limited to, the following features and

functions:

(a) A section or subsection that is dedicated to the

cataloging of statutorily required reports;

(b) The ability for state entities to electronically file

statutorily required reports and to receive electronic

confirmation of those filings;

(c) The ability to search for and retrieve electronic

versions of statutorily required reports by using the report’s

designated recipient, the state entity that submitted the

report, the date of the report’s submission, the law requiring

the state entity to submit the report, the title or topic of the

report, and identifiable keywords; and

(d) The ability for users to receive automated

notifications of the filing of statutorily required reports
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