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FOR CONSIDERATION By the Committee on Appropriations
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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to education; amending s. 110.123,
F.S.; revising definitions; defining the term
“participating college”; creating s. 110.1229, F.S.;
defining the term “college”; authorizing the district
board of trustees of a college to apply by a specified
date for participation in the state group health
insurance program and the prescription drug coverage
program; requiring the college to agree to specified
conditions; providing a timeframe for the enrollment
period; providing applicability; creating s. 985.176,
F.S.; subject to legislative appropriation,
authorizing specified entities to contract with
AMIkids, Inc., for specified purposes; amending s.
1002.33, F.S.; revising funding methods for students
enrolled in certain charter schools; requiring a
charter school to receive certain funds; requiring
that certain funds be expended; amending s. 1002.391,
F.S.; subject to legislative appropriation, creating
the Bridge to Speech Program; providing for the use of
funds; requiring the Department of Education to award
funds by a specified date; amending s. 1002.394, F.S.;
revising requirements for the Family Empowerment
Scholarship Program; amending s. 1002.395, F.S.;
revising requirements for the Florida Tax Credit
Scholarship Program; amending s. 1002.71, F.S.;
revising the percentage of certain funds that may be
expended by an early learning coalition; making

technical changes; creating s. 1003.4206, F.S.;
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subject to legislative appropriation, creating the
Charity for Change program; authorizing the program to
use third-party providers to deliver specified
services; amending s. 1003.435, F.S.; requiring
district school boards to notify all candidates for
the high school equivalency diploma of adult secondary
and postsecondary education options; creating s.
1004.933, F.S.; providing legislative intent; defining
the terms “career education program” and
“institution”; establishing the Graduation Alternative
to Traditional Education (GATE) Program within the
Department of Education; providing the purposes of the
program; providing that students enrolled in the
program are exempt from payments for registration,
tuition, laboratory, and examination fees; providing
eligibility requirements; prohibiting an institution
from imposing additional eligibility requirements;
requiring the State Board of Education to adopt rules;
amending s. 1008.34, F.S.; providing that students in
high school who enroll in the GATE Program may not be
included in their school’s graduation rate; creating
s. 1009.711, F.S.; creating the GATE Scholarship
Program; requiring the department to administer the
program; requiring the program to reimburse eligible
institutions for student costs; requiring
participating institutions to report to the department
all students enrolled in the program; requiring the
department to reimburse participating institutions

within a specified timeframe; providing that
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reimbursements are contingent on legislative
appropriations and may be prorated in the event that
total reimbursements owed exceed available funds;
requiring the state board to adopt rules; amending s.
1011.62, F.S.; creating the juvenile Jjustice education
supplement; providing the purpose of the supplemental
allocation for juvenile justice education programs;
providing for calculation of the supplement as the sum
of specified allocations; revising the calculation of
the class-size-reduction allocation and specifying the
manner for calculating the student allocation;
amending s. 1011.80, F.S.; revising the number of
courses that certain students may be reported for,
relating to funding purposes; providing that such
courses do not have to be core curricula courses;
deleting a requirement for the department to develop a
list of courses to be designated as core curricula
courses; creating s. 1011.804, F.S.; creating the GATE
Program Student Success Incentive Fund for a specified
purpose; defining the term “institution”; providing
that, subject to the appropriation of funds by the
Legislature, each participating institution must
receive specified allocations; providing for proration

of funds, as necessary; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Present paragraphs (h) through (r) of subsection

(2) of section 110.123, Florida Statutes, are redesignated as
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paragraphs (i) through (s), respectively, a new paragraph (h) is
added to that subsection, and paragraphs (c) and (e) and present
paragraphs (j) and (1) of that subsection are amended, to read:

110.123 State group insurance program.-—

(2) DEFINITIONS.—As used in ss. 110.123-110.1239, the term:

(c) “Enrollee” means all state officers and employees,
retired state officers and employees, surviving spouses of
deceased state officers and employees, eligible former
employees, and terminated employees or individuals with
continuation coverage who are enrolled in an insurance plan
offered by the state group insurance program. The term includes
all state university officers and employees, retired state
university officers and employees, surviving spouses of deceased
state university officers and employees, and terminated state
university employees or individuals with continuation coverage
who are enrolled in an insurance plan offered by the state group

insurance program. The term includes all participating college

officers and employees, retired participating college officers

and employees, surviving spouses of deceased participating

community officers and employees, and terminated participating

community employees or individuals with continuation coverage

who are enrolled in an insurance plan offered by the state group

insurance program. As used in this paragraph, state employees

and retired state employees also include employees and retired
employees of the Division of Rehabilitation and Liguidation.

(e) “Full-time state employees” means employees of all
branches or agencies of state government holding salaried
positions who are paid by state warrant or from agency funds and

who work or are expected to work an average of at least 30 hours
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per week; employees of the Division of Rehabilitation and
Liquidation who work or are expected to work an average of at
least 30 hours per week; employees paid from regular salary
appropriations for 8 months’ employment, including university
personnel on academic contracts; and employees paid from other-
personal-services (OPS) funds as described in subparagraphs 1.
and 2. The term includes all full-time employees of the state

universities and the participating colleges. The term does not

include seasonal workers who are paid from OPS funds.

1. For persons hired before April 1, 2013, the term
includes any person paid from OPS funds who:

a. Has worked an average of at least 30 hours or more per
week during the initial measurement period from April 1, 2013,
through September 30, 2013; or

b. Has worked an average of at least 30 hours or more per
week during a subsequent measurement period.

2. For persons hired after April 1, 2013, the term includes
any person paid from OPS funds who:

a. Is reasonably expected to work an average of at least 30
hours or more per week; or

b. Has worked an average of at least 30 hours or more per
week during the person’s measurement period.

(h) “Participating college” means a Florida College System

institution that enrolls in the state group insurance program

pursuant to s. 110.1229.

(k) “Retired state officer or employee” or “retiree”

means any state or state university or participating college

officer or employee, or, beginning with the 2023 plan year, an

employee of the Division of Rehabilitation and Liquidation, who
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retires under a state retirement system or a state optional
annuity or retirement program or is placed on disability
retirement, and who was insured under the state group insurance
program or the Division of Rehabilitation and Liquidation’s

group insurance program at the time of retirement, and who

begins receiving retirement benefits immediately after

retirement from state or state university or participating

college office or employment. The term also includes any state
officer or state employee who retires under the Florida
Retirement System Investment Plan established under part II of
chapter 121 if he or she:

1. Meets the age and service requirements to qualify for
normal retirement as set forth in s. 121.021(29); or

2. Has attained the age specified by s. 72(t) (2) (A) (1) of
the Internal Revenue Code and has 6 years of creditable service.

(m) 43+ “State agency” or “agency” means any branch,
department, or agency of state government. “State agency” or

“agency” includes any state university or participating college

and the Division of Rehabilitation and Liquidation for purposes
of this section only.

Section 2. Section 110.1229, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

110.1229 Participation by Florida College System

institutions.—

(1) As used in this section, the term “college” means a

Florida College System institution identified in s. 1000.21(5).

(2) The district board of trustees of a college may apply

by August 1, 2024, for participation in the state group health

insurance program authorized by s. 110.123 and the prescription
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drug coverage program authorized by s. 110.12315 by submitting

an application along with a $500 nonrefundable fee to the

department.

(3) If the department determines that a college is eligible

to enroll, the college must agree to the following terms and

conditions:

(a) The minimum enrollment or contractual period must be 3

years.

(b) Termination of participation of a college requires

written notice 1 year before the termination date.

(c) If participation is terminated, a college may not

reapply for participation for a period of 2 years.

(d) If a college employer fails to make the payments

required by this section to fully reimburse the state, the

Department of Revenue or the Department of Financial Services

shall, upon the request of the Department of Management

Services, deduct the amount owed by the employer from any funds

not pledged to bond debt service satisfaction which are to be

distributed by it to the college. The amounts to be deducted

must be transferred to the Department of Management Services for

further distribution to the trust funds in accordance with this

chapter.
(e) The college shall furnish the department any

information requested by the department which the department

considers necessary to administer the state group health

insurance program and the prescription drug coverage program.

(f) The college shall adopt the state’s eligibility rules.

(g) The college shall pay monthly premiums in amounts

sufficient to cover claims costs and administrative costs.

Page 7 of 27

CODING: Words striekern are deletions; words underlined are additions.




204
205
206
207
208
209
210
211
212
213
214
215
216
217
218
219
220
221
222
223
224
225
226
227
228
229
230
231
232

Florida Senate - 2024 (PROPOSED BILL) SPB 2516

576-01835E-24 20242516pb
(4) The enrollment period for colleges determined eligible

by the department shall begin before July 31, 2025.

(5) The provisions of ss. 624.436-624.446 do not apply to

the State Group Insurance Program or to this section.

Section 3. Section 985.176, Florida Statutes, is created to
read:

985.176 AMIkids, Inc.—As authorized by and consistent with

funding appropriated in the General Appropriations Act, the

department, the Department of Education, and the Department of

Children and Families may contract, in accordance with ss.

394.457 and 985.644 and the statutes governing the Department of

Education and the Department of Children and Families, with

AMTkids, Inc., a nonprofit organization exempt from taxation

pursuant to s. 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code, to

provide alternatives to institutionalization or commitment for

young men and women by providing services, including, but not

limited to, education, behavior modification, skills

development, mental health, workforce development, family

functioning, and advocacy.

Section 4. Paragraph (b) of subsection (17) of section
1002.33, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1002.33 Charter schools.—

(17) FUNDING.—Students enrolled in a charter school,
regardless of the sponsorship, shall be funded as if they are in
a basic program or a special program, the same as students
enrolled in other public schools in a school district. Funding
for a charter lab school shall be as provided in s. 1002.32.

(b)1l. The basis for the agreement for funding students

enrolled in a charter school shall be the sum of the school
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233 district’s operating funds from the Florida Education Finance
234 Program as provided in s. 1011.62 and the General Appropriations
235| Act, including gross state and local funds, discretionary
236| lottery funds, and funds from the school district’s current
237| operating discretionary millage levy; divided by total funded
238| weighted full-time equivalent students in the school district;
239| and multiplied by the weighted full-time equivalent students for
240 the charter school. Charter schools whose students or programs
241| meet the eligibility criteria in law are entitled to their
242| proportionate share of categorical program funds included in the
243| total funds available in the Florida Education Finance Program
2441 by the Legislature, including transportation, and the evidence-
245| based reading allocation. Total funding for each charter school
246 shall be recalculated during the year to reflect the revised
247 calculations under the Florida Education Finance Program by the
248 state and the actual weighted full-time equivalent students
249| reported by the charter school during the full-time equivalent
250 student survey periods designated by the Commissioner of
251| Education. For charter schools operated by a not-for-profit or
252 municipal entity, any unrestricted current and capital assets
253 identified in the charter school’s annual financial audit may be
254 used for other charter schools operated by the not-for-profit or
255| municipal entity within the school district. For charter schools
256 operated by a not-for-profit entity, any unrestricted current or
257 capital assets identified in the charter school’s annual audit
258 may be used for other charter schools operated by the not-for-
259| profit entity which are located outside of the originating

260 charter school’s school district, but within the state, through

261 an unforgivable loan that must be repaid within 5 years to the
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291 pursuant to s. 1011.71 (1) which would otherwise be required for

292 charter schools must be from state funds.

293 (ITI) An equivalent amount of funds for the operating

294| discretionary millage authorized pursuant to s. 1011.71 (1) must

295| be allocated to each charter school through a state-funded

296| discretionary contribution established pursuant to s.
297 1011.62(6) .
298 (IV) All operating funds provided under this section must

299 be expended for the purposes of this section. The college or

300| wuniversity sponsoring a charter school is the fiscal agent for

301| such funds, and all rules of the institution governing the

302| budgeting and expenditure of state funds apply to the funds

303| unless otherwise provided by law or rule of the State Board of

304 Education.

305 b. Capital outlay funding for a charter school sponsored by
306| a state university or Florida College System institution

307| pursuant to paragraph (5) (a) is determined pursuant to s.

308 1013.62 and the General Appropriations Act.

309 Section 5. Subsection (5) is added to section 1002.391,

310 Florida Statutes, to read:

311 1002.391 Auditory-oral education programs.-—

312 (5) As authorized by and consistent with funding

313 appropriated in the General Appropriations Act, the Bridge to

314 Speech Program is created to fund auditory-oral education

315| programs required at schools pursuant to this section. Funds

316 shall be provided at the level of the published tuition rates up

317 to the funds available as provided in the General Appropriations

318| Act. The Department of Education must award these funds to

319| eligible recipients no later than September 1 of each year, with
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subsequent payments monthly thereafter.

Section 6. Paragraph (a) of subsection (12) of section
1002.394, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:

1002.394 The Family Empowerment Scholarship Program.—

(12) SCHOLARSHIP FUNDING AND PAYMENT.-—

(a)l. Scholarships for students determined eligible
pursuant to paragraph (3) (a) may be funded once all scholarships
have been funded in accordance with s. 1002.395(6) (1)2. The
calculated scholarship amount for a participating student
determined eligible pursuant to paragraph (3) (a) shall be based
upon the grade level and school district in which the student
was assigned as 100 percent of the funds per unweighted full-
time equivalent in the Florida Education Finance Program for a
student in the basic program established pursuant to s.
1011.62(1) (c)1., plus a per-full-time equivalent share of funds
for the categorical programs established in s. 1011.62(5),

(7) (a), and (16), as funded in the General Appropriations Act.

2. A scholarship of $750 er—anamount—eqgual—te—the sechool
12N

does not exceed 185 percent of the federal poverty level or who

is currently placed, or during the previous state fiscal year

was placed, in foster care or in out-of-home care as defined in

s. 39.01 and who is enrolled in a Florida public school that is

different from the school to which the student was assigned or
in a lab school as defined in s. 1002.32 if the school district
does not provide the student with transportation to the school.

Only one scholarship may be awarded pursuant to this
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349 subparagraph per household.

350 3. The organization must provide the department with the
351| documentation necessary to verify the student’s participation.
352| Upon receiving the documentation, the department shall transfer,
353| beginning August 1, from state funds only, the amount calculated
354| pursuant to subparagraph 2. to the organization for quarterly
355 disbursement to parents of participating students each school
356| vyear in which the scholarship is in force. For a student exiting
357 a Department of Juvenile Justice commitment program who chooses
358 to participate in the scholarship program, the amount of the

359 Family Empowerment Scholarship calculated pursuant to

360 subparagraph 2. must be transferred from the school district in
361| which the student last attended a public school before

362 commitment to the Department of Juvenile Justice. When a student
363 enters the scholarship program, the organization must receive
364 all documentation required for the student’s participation,

365 including the private school’s and the student’s fee schedules,
366| at least 30 days before the first quarterly scholarship payment
367 is made for the student.

368 4. The initial payment shall be made after the

369| organization’s verification of admission acceptance, and

370 subsequent payments shall be made upon verification of continued
371 enrollment and attendance at the private school. Payment must be
372 by funds transfer or any other means of payment that the

373 department deems to be commercially viable or cost-effective. An
374 organization shall ensure that the parent has approved a funds
375 transfer before any scholarship funds are deposited.

376 5. An organization may not transfer any funds to an account

377 of a student determined eligible pursuant to paragraph (3) (a)
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378 which has a balance in excess of $24,000.
379 Section 7. Paragraph (a) of subsection (11) of section
380 1002.395, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:
381 1002.395 Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program.—
382 (11) SCHOLARSHIP AMOUNT AND PAYMENT.—
383 (a) The scholarship amount provided to any student for any

384 single school year by an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding
385| organization from eligible contributions shall be for total

386 costs authorized under paragraph (6) (d), not to exceed annual
387 limits, which shall be determined as follows:

388 1. For a student who received a scholarship in the 2018-
389 2019 school year, who remains eligible, and who is enrolled in
390 an eligible private school, the amount shall be the greater

391 amount calculated pursuant to subparagraph 2. or a percentage of
392 the unweighted FTE funding amount for the 2018-2019 state fiscal
393 year and thereafter as follows:

394 a. Eighty-eight percent for a student enrolled in

395 kindergarten through grade 5.

396 b. Ninety-two percent for a student enrolled in grade 6

397 through grade 8.

398 c. Ninety-six percent for a student enrolled in grade 9
399| through grade 12.
400 2. For students initially eligible in the 2019-2020 school

401 year or thereafter, the calculated amount for a student to
402 attend an eligible private school shall be calculated in
403 accordance with s. 1002.394(12) (a) .

404 3. The scholarship amount awarded to a student whose

405| household income level does not exceed 185 percent of the

406| federal poverty level or who is currently placed, or during the
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previous state fiscal year was placed, in foster care or in out-

of-home care as defined in s. 39.01 and who is enrolled in a

Florida public school that is different from the school to which

the student was assigned, or in a lab school as defined in s.

1002.32, must be ar—ameount—egual—+teo—+the schooldistriect

nonda 11 Nnowr atga At g da oy o ok 1 hir1a ENPEP NS S NS VS St IR N B SN S
CAtJCll\AL C o1 T tJC.L o C O CTTT T J_L\ALll\j L [ NY i A W 4w g =y Oy &y A\ & Wy e wy T T LJ_Y
the—department—or $750—whichever isgreater. Only one

scholarship may be awarded pursuant to this subparagraph per

household.

Section 8. Subsection (7) of section 1002.71, Florida

Statutes, 1s amended to read:
1002.71

(7) The department shall require that administrative

Funding; financial and attendance reporting.—
expenditures be kept to the minimum necessary for efficient and
effective administration of the Voluntary Prekindergarten
Education Program. Administrative policies and procedures must
shatt be revised, to the maximum extent practicable, to
incorporate the use of automation and electronic submission of
forms, including those required for child eligibility and

enrollment, provider and class registration, and monthly
certification of attendance for payment. A school district may
use its automated daily attendance reporting system for the
purpose of transmitting attendance records to the early learning
actions

coalition in a mutually agreed-upon format. In addition,

must skhatdt be taken to reduce paperwork, eliminate the

duplication of reports, and eliminate other duplicative

activities. Each early learning coalition may retain and expend
no more than 5 4+6 percent of the funds paid by the coalition to

private prekindergarten providers and public schools under
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paragraph (5) (b). Funds retained by an early learning coalition
under this subsection may be used only for administering the
Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program and may not be used
for the school readiness program or other programs.

Section 9. Section 1003.4206, Florida Statutes, 1s created
to read:

1003.4206 Charity for Change program.—As authorized by and

consistent with funding appropriated in the General

Appropriations Act, the Charity for Change program is created to

implement the character education standards required pursuant to

s. 1003.42(2) (t). The program may use third-party providers to

deliver after-school and summer services that empower students

with an evidence-based curriculum that integrates character

education, service learning, charitable and community

engagement, and academics.

Section 10. Subsection (3) of section 1003.435, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

1003.435 High school equivalency diploma program.-—

(3) Each district school board shall:

(a) Offer and administer the high school equivalency
diploma examinations and the subject area examinations to all
candidates pursuant to rules of the State Board of Education.

(b) Notify each candidate of adult secondary and

postsecondary education options available in or near the

district. The candidate must also be informed of the eligibility

requirements and any minimum academic requirements for each

available option.

Section 11. Section 1004.933, Florida Statutes, is created

to read:
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465 1004.933 Graduation Alternative to Traditional Education

466 (GATE) Program.—
467 (1) LEGISLATIVE INTENT.—It is the intent of the Legislature

468 that each high school student have the opportunity to earn

469| postsecondary course credits at no cost to the student while

470| pursuing the completion of a standard high school diploma or

471 equivalent credential. Furthermore, to help meet this state’s

472| workforce skill needs, it is the intent of the Legislature that

473| high school students have access to high-quality workforce

474| education programs that can help them build their basic

475| education abilities and attain industry-recognized postsecondary

476 credentials.

477 (2) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the term:

478 (a) “Career education program” means an applied technology

479| diploma program as defined in s. 1004.02(7) or a career

480 certificate program as defined in s. 1004.02 (20).

481 (b) “Institution” means a school district career center

482 under s. 1001.44, a charter technical career center under s.

483 1002.34, or a Florida College System institution under s.
484 1000.21.
485 (3) ESTABLISHMENT; PURPOSE.—The Graduation Alternative to

486 Traditional Education (GATE) Program is created within the

487 Department of Education for the following purposes:

488 (a) Assisting students who may have challenges in

489 completing the requirements for a standard high school diploma

490 in a traditional setting.

491 (b) Creating an alternative education pathway that supports

492 this state’s commitment to educational accessibility for all

493 students by providing additional opportunities for students 16
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to 21 years of age who have discontinued enrollment in

traditional high school programs.

(c) Increasing the number of students who successfully earn

a high school credential in this state.

(d) Increasing the interest and participation of students

in career and technical education (CTE) programs.

(4) PAYMENT EXEMPTION,; ELIGIBILITY.—

(a) Any student enrolled in the GATE Program is exempt from

the payment of registration, tuition, laboratory, and

examination fees to a participating institution. Instructional

materials assigned for use under the GATE Program must be made

available to GATE Program students free of charge. An

institution may not require payment by students of instructional

material costs eligible for reimbursement under s. 1009.711.

(b) To be eligible for participation in the GATE Program, a

student may not have earned a standard high school diploma

pursuant to s. 1003.4282 or a high school equivalency diploma

pursuant to s. 1003.435 before enrolling in the GATE Program and

must:

1. Be a resident of this state as defined in s. 1009.21;

2. Be concurrently enrolled in an adult secondary education

program as defined in s. 1004.02(4) and a career education

program at a Florida College System institution, a school

district career center, or a charter technical career center;

3. Be 16 to 21 years of age at the time of initial

enrollment;

4. Select the CTE pathway or program of his or her choice

at the time of enrollment. The student may not change the

requested pathway after enrollment;
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523 5. Maintain a 2.0 GPA for CTE coursework; and
524 6. Complete the programs under subparagraph 2. within 3

525| vyears after initial enrollment unless the institution determines

526| that an extension is warranted due to extenuating circumstances.

527 (c) An institution may not impose additional criteria to

528 determine a student’s eligibility to receive a waiver under this

529 section.

530 (5) RULES.—The State Board of Education shall adopt rules

531 to implement this section.

532 Section 12. Paragraph (b) of subsection (3) of section
533 1008.34, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:

534 1008.34 School grading system; school report cards;
535 district grade.—

536 (3) DESIGNATION OF SCHOOL GRADES.—

537 (b)1l. A school’s grade shall be based on the following

538 components, each worth 100 points:

539 a. The percentage of eligible students passing statewide,
540 standardized assessments in English Language Arts under s.

541 1008.22(3) .

542 b. The percentage of eligible students passing statewide,
543 standardized assessments in mathematics under s. 1008.22(3).
544 c. The percentage of eligible students passing statewide,
545 standardized assessments in science under s. 1008.22(3).

546 d. The percentage of eligible students passing statewide,
547 standardized assessments in social studies under s. 1008.22(3).
548 e. The percentage of eligible students who make Learning
549| Gains in English Language Arts as measured by statewide,

550 standardized assessments administered under s. 1008.22(3).

551 f. The percentage of eligible students who make Learning
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552 Gains in mathematics as measured by statewide, standardized
553 assessments administered under s. 1008.22(3).
554 g. The percentage of eligible students in the lowest 25
555| percent in English Language Arts, as identified by prior year
556| performance on statewide, standardized assessments, who make
557 Learning Gains as measured by statewide, standardized English
558 Language Arts assessments administered under s. 1008.22(3).
559 h. The percentage of eligible students in the lowest 25
560| percent in mathematics, as identified by prior year performance
561 on statewide, standardized assessments, who make Learning Gains
562 as measured by statewide, standardized Mathematics assessments
563 administered under s. 1008.22(3).
564 i. For schools comprised of middle grades 6 through 8 or
565 grades 7 and 8, the percentage of eligible students passing high
566 school level statewide, standardized end-of-course assessments
567 or attaining national industry certifications identified in the
568 CAPE Industry Certification Funding List pursuant to state board
569| rule.
570 j. Beginning in the 2023-2024 school year, for schools
571 comprised of grade levels that include grade 3, the percentage
572 of eligible students who score an achievement level 3 or higher
573| on the grade 3 statewide, standardized English Language Arts
574 assessment administered under s. 1008.22(3).
575
576 In calculating Learning Gains for the components listed in sub-
577 subparagraphs e.-h., the State Board of Education shall require
578 that learning growth toward achievement levels 3, 4, and 5 is

579 demonstrated by students who scored below each of those levels

580 in the prior year. In calculating the components in sub-
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subparagraphs a.-d., the state board shall include the
performance of English language learners only if they have been
enrolled in a school in the United States for more than 2 years.

2. For a school comprised of grades 9, 10, 11, and 12, or
grades 10, 11, and 12, the school’s grade shall also be based on
the following components, each worth 100 points:

a. The 4-year high school graduation rate of the school as

defined by state board rule. Students enrolled in high school

who choose to enroll in the GATE Program pursuant to s. 1004.933

may not be included in their school’s graduation rate.

b. The percentage of students who were eligible to earn
college and career credit through an assessment identified
pursuant to s. 1007.27(2), College Board Advanced Placement
examinations, International Baccalaureate examinations, dual
enrollment courses, including career dual enrollment courses
resulting in the completion of 300 or more clock hours during
high school which are approved by the state board as meeting the
requirements of s. 1007.271, or Advanced International
Certificate of Education examinations; who, at any time during
high school, earned national industry certification identified
in the CAPE Industry Certification Funding List, pursuant to
rules adopted by the state board; or who earned an Armed
Services Qualification Test score that falls within Category II
or higher on the Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery and
earned a minimum of two credits in Junior Reserve Officers’
Training Corps courses from the same branch of the United States
Armed Forces.

Section 13. Section 1009.711, Florida Statutes, is created

to read:
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610 1009.711 GATE Scholarship Program.—
611 (1) The GATE Scholarship Program is created to financially

612| support institutions in providing the GATE Program established
613| pursuant to s. 1004.933.

0l4 (2) The Department of Education shall administer the GATE

615 Scholarship Program in accordance with rules adopted by the

616 State Board of Education pursuant to subsection (6).

617 (3) The program shall reimburse eligible institutions for

618 registration, tuition, laboratory, and examination fees and

619 related instructional materials costs for students enrolled in

620| the GATE Program. School district career centers and Florida

621| College System institutions must be reimbursed at the in-state

622 resident tuition rate established in s. 1009.22(3) (c).

623 (4) Each participating institution shall report to the

624| department all students enrolled in the GATE Scholarship Program

625| during the fall, spring, or summer terms within 30 days after

626 the end of regular registration. For each eligible student, the

627 institution shall report the total reimbursable expenses by

628 category, which the department must consider in determining an

629| institution’s award under this section. The department shall

630 reimburse each participating institution no later than 30 days

631 after the institution has reported enrollment for that term.

632 (5) Reimbursements from the GATE Scholarship Program are

633| contingent upon an annual appropriation in the General

634| Appropriations Act. If the statewide reimbursement amount is

635 greater than the appropriation, the institutional reimbursement

636 amounts specified in subsection (3) must be prorated among the

637 institutions that have timely reported eligible students to the

638 department.
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639 (6) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules to

640 implement this section.

041 Section 14. Subsection (9) of section 1011.62, Florida

042 Statutes, 1s amended to read:

643 1011.62 Funds for operation of schools.—If the annual

644 allocation from the Florida Education Finance Program to each
645| district for operation of schools is not determined in the

646| annual appropriations act or the substantive bill implementing
647| the annual appropriations act, it shall be determined as

648 follows:

649 (9) CALCULATION OF SUPPLEMENTAL ALLOCATION FOR JUVENILE
650 JUSTICE EDUCATION PROGRAMS.—The juvenile justice education

651 supplement is created to provide supplemental funding to support

652 the education of students in juvenile justice education

653| programs. The supplemental allocation must be the sum of the

054 class-size-reduction allocation and the student allocation.

655 (a) The class-size-reduction allocation shall be calculated

656| by multiplying the total kindergarten through grade 12 weighted

657 full-time equivalent student membership in juvenile Jjustice

658| education programs in each school district shall—bemulttiptied
659| by the amount of the state average class-size-reduction factor

660 multiplied by the comparable wage factor for the school district
661 established in subsection (2). Anr—ameount—egual—to—the sumof

662 +h a2 a ~~T ~a ] S 2 n oakh~11 ~ 11 ot a2 1 hmli| a1 A T A~ n
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664 a1l oA o £ fFoorm At~y £ ot AN o P BT T T NN ] = ot a4~ A1+ n
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665| preograms—
066 (b) The student allocation shall be calculated based on the

667 number of students reported in a juvenile justice education
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program. The total kindergarten through grade 12 unweighted

full-time equivalent student membership in juvenile Jjustice

education programs in each school district, excluding students

with disabilities, shall be multiplied by a percentage of the

base student allocation as provided in the General

Appropriations Act. The total kindergarten through grade 12

unweighted full-time equivalent student membership in juvenile

justice education programs in each school district, for students

with disabilities, shall be multiplied by an additional

percentage of the base student allocation as provided in the

General Appropriations Act. The base amount and the amount for

students with disabilities shall be summed to provide the

student allocation.

(c) Funds allocated under this subsection shall be used to
provide the juvenile justice education programs pursuant to s.
1003.52 and may be used to pay for the high school equivalency
examination fees for juvenile justice students who pass the high
school equivalency examination in full, or in part, while in a
juvenile Jjustice education program, the industry credentialing
testing fees for such students, and the costs associated with
such juvenile justice students enrolled in career and technical
education courses that lead to industry-recognized
certifications.

Section 15. Subsection (10) of section 1011.80, Florida
Statutes, 1is amended to read:

1011.80 Funds for operation of workforce education
programs.—

(10) A high school student dually enrolled under s.

1007.271 in a workforce education program operated by a Florida
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College System institution or school district career center
generates the amount calculated for workforce education funding,
including any payment of performance funding, and the
proportional share of full-time equivalent enrollment generated
through the Florida Education Finance Program for the student’s
enrollment in a high school. If a high school student is dually
enrolled in a Florida College System institution program,
including a program conducted at a high school, the Florida
College System institution earns the funds generated for
workforce education funding, and the school district earns the
proportional share of full-time equivalent funding from the
Florida Education Finance Program. If a student is dually
enrolled in a career center operated by the same district as the
district in which the student attends high school, that district
earns the funds generated for workforce education funding and
also earns the proportional share of full-time equivalent
funding from the Florida Education Finance Program. If a student
is dually enrolled in a workforce education program provided by
a career center operated by a different school district, the
funds must be divided between the two school districts
proportionally from the two funding sources. A student may not
be reported for funding in a dual enrollment workforce education
program unless the student has completed the basic skills
assessment pursuant to s. 1004.91. A student who is coenrolled
in a K-12 education program and an adult education program may

be reported for purposes of funding in an adult education

program. If a student is coenrolled in eere—ewrriewls courses
for credit recovery or dropout prevention purposes and does not

have a pattern of excessive absenteeism or habitual truancy or a
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history of disruptive behavior in school, the student may be
reported for funding for up to four £we courses per year. Such a
student is exempt from the payment of the block tuition for

adult general education programs provided in s. 1009.22(3) (c).

11 o

Section 16. Section 1011.804, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

1011.804 GATE Program Student Success Incentive Fund.—

(1) A GATE Program Student Success Incentive Fund is

created to reward school districts and Florida College System

institutions for the documented success of students

participating in the GATE Program established under s. 1004.933.

(2) As used in this section, the term “institution” means a

school district career center established under s. 1001.44, a

charter technical career center established under s. 1002.34, or

a Florida College System institution identified in s. 1000.21,
which offers the GATE Program pursuant to s. 1004.933.

(3) Subject to legislative appropriation, each

participating institution must receive an allocation based on

the performance of students in its GATE Program according to the

following metrics:

(a) The number of students obtaining a standard high school

diploma or high school equivalency diploma while participating

in the program.

(b) The number of postsecondary industry certifications or

other program completion credentials earned by students

participating in the program. Eligible industry certifications
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755| must be identified on the CAPE Industry Certification Funding
756| List approved by the State Board of Education under s. 1008.44.

757 (c) Unless otherwise specified in the General

758| Appropriations Act, each institution must be provided $750 per

759| student described in paragraph (a) and $1,000 per student

760 earning certificates or credentials as provided in paragraph

761 (b). If funds are insufficient to fully fund the calculated

762 total award, such funds must be prorated among the institutions.

763 Section 17. This act shall take effect July 1, 2024.
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