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LEGISLATIVE ACTION
Senate . House
Comm: FAV
12/12/2023

The Committee on Health Policy (Harrell) recommended the

following:
Senate Amendment (with title amendment)

Between lines 3154 and 3155
insert:

Section 52. Section 486.112, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

486.112 Physical Therapy Licensure Compact.—The Physical

Therapy Licensure Compact is hereby enacted into law and entered

into by this state with all other jurisdictions legally joining

therein in the form substantially as follows:
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ARTICLE I
PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES

(1) The purpose of the compact is to facilitate interstate

practice of physical therapy with the goal of improving public

access to physical therapy services. The compact preserves the

regulatory authority of member states to protect public health

and safety through their current systems of state licensure. For

purposes of state regulation under the compact, the practice of

physical therapy is deemed to have occurred in the state where

the patient is located at the time physical therapy is provided

to the patient.

(2) The compact is designed to achieve all of the following

objectives:

(a) Increase public access to physical therapy services by

providing for the mutual recognition of other member state

licenses.
(b) Enhance the states’ ability to protect the public’s
health and safety.

(c) Encourage the cooperation of member states in

regulating multistate physical therapy practice.

(d) Support spouses of relocating military members.

(e) Enhance the exchange of licensure, investigative, and

disciplinary information between member states.

(f) Allow a remote state to hold a provider of services

with a compact privilege in that state accountable to that

state’s practice standards.

ARTICLE TT
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DEFINITIONS

As used in the compact, and except as otherwise provided,

the term:

(1) “Active duty military” means full-time duty status in

the active uniformed service of the United States, including

members of the National Guard and Reserve on active duty orders

pursuant to 10 U.S.C. chapter 1209 or chapter 1211.

(2) “Adverse action” means disciplinary action taken by a

physical therapy licensing board based upon misconduct,

unacceptable performance, or a combination of both.

(3) “Alternative program” means a nondisciplinary

monitoring or practice remediation process approved by a state’s

physical therapy licensing board. The term includes, but is not

limited to, programs that address substance abuse issues.

(4) “Compact privilege” means the authorization granted by

a remote state to allow a licensee from another member state to

practice as a physical therapist or physical therapist assistant

in the remote state under its laws and rules.

(5) “Continuing competence” means a requirement, as a

condition of license renewal, to provide evidence of

participation in, and completion of, educational and

professional activities relevant to the practice of physical

therapy.

(6) “Data system” means the coordinated database and

reporting system created by the Physical Therapy Compact

Commission for the exchange of information between member states

relating to licensees or applicants under the compact, including

identifying information, licensure data, investigative

information, adverse actions, nonconfidential information
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related to alternative program participation, any denials of

applications for licensure, and other information as specified

by commission rule.

(7) “Encumbered license” means a license that a physical

therapy licensing board has limited in any way.

(8) “Executive board” means a group of directors elected or

appointed to act on behalf of, and within the powers granted to

them by, the commission.

(9) “Home state” means the member state that is the

licensee’s primary state of residence.

(10) “Investigative information” means information,

records, and documents received or generated by a physical

therapy licensing board pursuant to an investigation.

(11) “Jurisprudence requirement” means the assessment of an

individual’s knowledge of the laws and rules governing the

practice of physical therapy in a specific state.

(12) “Licensee” means an individual who currently holds an

authorization from a state to practice as a physical therapist

or physical therapist assistant.

(13) “Member state” means a state that has enacted the

compact.

(14) “Physical therapist” means an individual licensed by a

state to practice physical therapy.

(15) “Physical therapist assistant” means an individual

licensed by a state to assist a physical therapist in specified

areas of physical therapy.

(16) “Physical therapy” or “the practice of physical

therapy” means the care and services provided by or under the

direction and supervision of a licensed physical therapist.
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(17) “Physical Therapy Compact Commission” or “commission”

means the national administrative body whose membership consists

of all states that have enacted the compact.

(18) “Physical therapy licensing board” means the agency of

a state which is responsible for the licensing and regulation of

physical therapists and physical therapist assistants.

(19) “Remote state” means a member state other than the

home state where a licensee is exercising or seeking to exercise

the compact privilege.

(20) “Rule” means a regulation, principle, or directive

adopted by the commission which has the force of law.

(21) “State” means any state, commonwealth, district, or

territory of the United States of America which regulates the

practice of physical therapy.

ARTICLE TIT
STATE PARTICIPATION IN THE COMPACT

(1) To participate in the compact, a state must do all of

the following:

(a) Participate fully in the commission’s data system,

including using the commission’s unique identifier, as defined

by commission rule.

(b) Have a mechanism in place for receiving and

investigating complaints about licensees.

(c) Notify the commission, in accordance with the terms of

the compact and rules, of any adverse action or the availability

of investigative information regarding a licensee.

(d) Fully implement a criminal background check

requirement, within a timeframe established by commission rule,
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which uses results from the Federal Bureau of Investigation

record search on criminal background checks to make licensure

decisions in accordance with subsection (2).

(e) Comply with the commission’s rules.

(f) Use a recognized national examination as a requirement

for licensure pursuant to the commission’s rules.

(g) Have continuing competence requirements as a condition

for license renewal.

(2) Upon adoption of the compact, a member state has the

authority to obtain biometric-based information from each

licensee applying for a compact privilege and submit this

information to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for a

criminal background check in accordance with 28 U.S.C. s. 534
and 34 U.S.C. s. 40316.

(3) A member state must grant the compact privilege to a

licensee holding a valid unencumbered license in another member

state in accordance with the terms of the compact and rules.

ARTICLE IV
COMPACT PRIVILEGE

(1) To exercise the compact privilege under the compact, a

licensee must satisfy all of the following conditions:

(a) Hold a license in the home state.

(b) Not have an encumbrance on any state license.

(c) Be eligible for a compact privilege in all member

states in accordance with subsections (4), (7), and (8).

(d) Not have had an adverse action against any license or

compact privilege within the preceding 2 years.

(e) Notify the commission that the licensee is seeking the

Page 6 of 45
12/12/2023 9:14:30 AM 588-01821-24




156
157
158
159
160
161
162
163
164
165
166
167
168
169
170
171
172
173
174
175
176
177
178
179
180
181
182
183
184

Florida Senate - 2024 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. SPB 7016

| VIR ===

compact privilege within a remote state.

(f) Meet any Jjurisprudence requirements established by the

remote state in which the licensee is seeking a compact

privilege.

(g) Report to the commission adverse action taken by any

nonmember state within 30 days after the date the adverse action

is taken.

(2) The compact privilege is valid until the expiration

date of the home license. The licensee must continue to meet the

requirements of subsection (1) to maintain the compact privilege

in a remote state.

(3) A licensee providing physical therapy in a remote state

under the compact privilege must comply with the laws and rules

of the remote state.

(4) A licensee providing physical therapy in a remote state

is subject to that state’s regulatory authority. A remote state

may, in accordance with due process and that state’s laws,

remove a licensee’s compact privilege in the remote state for a

specific period of time, impose fines, and take any other

necessary actions to protect the health and safety of its

citizens. The licensee is not eligible for a compact privilege

in any member state until the specific period of time for

removal has ended and all fines are paid.

(5) If a home state license i1s encumbered, the licensee

loses the compact privilege in any remote state until the

following conditions are met:

(a) The home state license is no longer encumbered.

(b) Two years have elapsed from the date of the adverse

action.
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(6) Once an encumbered license in the home state is

restored to good standing, the licensee must meet the

requirements of subsection (1) to obtain a compact privilege in

any remote state.

(7) If a licensee’s compact privilege in any remote state

is removed, the licensee loses the compact privilege in all

remote states until all of the following conditions are met:

(a) The specific period of time for which the compact

privilege was removed has ended.

(b) All fines have been paid.

(c) Two years have elapsed from the date of the adverse

action.

(8) Once the requirements of subsection (7) have been met,

the licensee must meet the requirements of subsection (1) to

obtain a compact privilege in a remote state.

ARTICLE V
ACTIVE DUTY MILITARY PERSONNEL AND THEIR SPOUSES

A licensee who is active duty military or is the spouse of

an individual who is active duty military may choose any of the

following locations to designate his or her home state:

(1) Home of record.

(2) Permanent change of station location.

(3) State of current residence, if it is different from the

home of record or permanent change of station location.

ARTICLE VI
ADVERSE ACTIONS

(1) A home state has exclusive power to impose adverse
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action against a license issued by the home state.

(2) A home state may take adverse action based on the

investigative information of a remote state, so long as the home

state follows its own procedures for imposing adverse action.

(3) The compact does not override a member state’s decision

that participation in an alternative program may be used in lieu

of adverse action and that such participation remain nonpublic

if required by the member state’s laws. Member states must

require licensees who enter any alternative programs in lieu of

discipline to agree not to practice in any other member state

during the term of the alternative program without prior

authorization from such other member state.

(4) A member state may investigate actual or alleged

violations of the laws and rules for the practice of physical

therapy committed in any other member state by a physical

therapist or physical therapist assistant practicing under the

compact who holds a license or compact privilege in such other

member state.

(5) A remote state may do any of the following:

(a) Take adverse actions as set forth in subsection (4) of

article IV against a licensee’s compact privilege in the state.

(b) Issue subpoenas for both hearings and investigations

which require the attendance and testimony of witnesses and the

production of evidence. Subpoenas issued by a physical therapy

licensing board in a member state for the attendance and

testimony of witnesses or for the production of evidence from

another member state must be enforced in the latter state by any

court of competent jurisdiction, according to the practice and

procedure of that court applicable to subpoenas issued in
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proceedings pending before it. The issuing authority shall pay

any witness fees, travel expenses, mileage, and other fees

required by the service laws of the state where the witnesses or

evidence is located.

(c) If otherwise permitted by state law, recover from the

licensee the costs of investigations and disposition of cases

resulting from any adverse action taken against that licensee.

(6) (a) In addition to the authority granted to a member

state by its respective physical therapy practice act or other

applicable state law, a member state may participate with other

member states in joint investigations of licensees.

(b) Member states shall share any investigative,

litigation, or compliance materials in furtherance of any joint

or individual investigation initiated under the compact.

ARTICLE VIT

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE PHYSICAL THERAPY COMPACT COMMISSION
(1) COMMISSION CREATED.—The member states hereby create and

establish a joint public agency known as the Physical Therapy

Compact Commission:

(a) The commission is an instrumentality of the member

states.

(b) Venue is proper, and judicial proceedings by or against

the commission may be brought solely and exclusively in a court

of competent jurisdiction where the principal office of the

commission is located. The commission may waive venue and

jurisdictional defenses to the extent it adopts or consents to

participate in alternative dispute resolution proceedings.

(c) The compact may not be construed to be a waiver of
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sovereign immunity.

(2) MEMBERSHIP, VOTING, AND MEETINGS.—

(a) Each member state has and is limited to one delegate

selected by that member state’s physical therapy licensing board

to serve on the commission. The delegate must be a current

member of the physical therapy licensing board who is a physical

therapist, a physical therapist assistant, a public member, or

the board administrator.

(b) A delegate may be removed or suspended from office as

provided by the law of the state from which the delegate is

appointed. Any vacancy occurring on the commission must be

filled by the physical therapy licensing board of the member

state for which the vacancy exists.

(c) Each delegate is entitled to one vote with regard to

the adoption of rules and bylaws and shall otherwise have an

opportunity to participate in the business and affairs of the

commission.

(d) A delegate shall vote in person or by such other means

as provided in the bylaws. The bylaws may provide for delegates’

participation in meetings by telephone or other means of

communication.

(e) The commission shall meet at least once during each

calendar year. Additional meetings may be held as set forth in

the bylaws.

(f) All meetings must be open to the public, and public

notice of meetings must be given in the same manner as required

under the rulemaking provisions in article IX.

(g) The commission or the executive board or other

committees of the commission may convene in a closed, nonpublic
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301 |meeting if the commission or executive board or other committees

302 of the commission must discuss any of the following:

303 1. Noncompliance of a member state with its obligations

304 under the compact.

305 2. The employment, compensation, or discipline of, or other

306 |matters, practices, or procedures related to, specific employees

307 or other matters related to the commission’s internal personnel

308 |practices and procedures.

309 3. Current, threatened, or reasonably anticipated

310 |litigation against the commission, executive board, or other

311 committees of the commission.

312 4. Negotiation of contracts for the purchase, lease, or

313 sale of goods, services, or real estate.

314 5. An accusation of any person of a crime or a formal

315 censure of any person.

316 6. Information disclosing trade secrets or commercial or

317 financial information that is privileged or confidential.

318 7. Information of a personal nature where disclosure would

319 constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy.

320 8. Investigatory records compiled for law enforcement

321 purposes.

322 9. Information related to any investigative reports

323 |prepared by or on behalf of or for use of the commission or

324 other committee charged with responsibility for investigation or

325 determination of compliance issues pursuant to the compact.

326 10. Matters specifically exempted from disclosure by

327 federal or member state statute.

328 (h) If a meeting, or portion of a meeting, is closed

329 |pursuant to this subsection, the commission’s legal counsel or
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designee must certify that the meeting may be closed and must

reference each relevant exempting provision.

(i) The commission shall keep minutes that fully and

clearly describe all matters discussed in a meeting and shall

provide a full and accurate summary of actions taken and the

reasons therefor, including a description of the views

expressed. All documents considered in connection with an action

must be identified in the minutes. All minutes and documents of

a closed meeting must remain under seal, subject to release only

by a majority vote of the commission or order of a court of

competent jurisdiction.

DUTIES.—The commission shall do all of the following:

3)

a) Establish the fiscal year of the commission.
b) Establish bylaws.
c)

(
(
(
(

Maintain its financial records in accordance with the

bylaws.

(d) Meet and take such actions as are consistent with the

provisions of the compact and the bylaws.

(4) POWERS.—The commission may do any of the following:

(a) Adopt uniform rules to facilitate and coordinate

implementation and administration of the compact. The rules have

the force and effect of law and are binding in all member

states.

(b) Bring and prosecute legal proceedings or actions in the

name of the commission, provided that the standing of any state

physical therapy licensing board to sue or be sued under

applicable law is not affected.

(c) Purchase and maintain insurance and bonds.

(d) Borrow, accept, or contract for services of personnel,
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including, but not limited to, employees of a member state.

(e) Hire employees and elect or appoint officers; fix the

compensation of, define the duties of, and grant appropriate

authority to such individuals to carry out the purposes of the

compact; and establish the commission’s personnel policies and

programs relating to conflicts of interest, qualifications of

personnel, and other related personnel matters.

(f) Accept any appropriate donations and grants of money,

equipment, supplies, materials, and services and receive, use,

and dispose of the same, provided that at all times the

commission avoids any appearance of impropriety or conflict of

interest.

(g) Lease, purchase, accept appropriate gifts or donations

of, or otherwise own, hold, improve, or use any property, real,

personal, or mixed, provided that at all times the commission

avoids any appearance of impropriety or conflict of interest.

(h) Sell, convey, mortgage, pledge, lease, exchange,

abandon, or otherwise dispose of any property, real, personal,

or mixed.

(i) Establish a budget and make expenditures.

(j) Borrow money.

(k) Appoint committees, including standing committees

composed of members, state regulators, state legislators or

their representatives, and consumer representatives, and such

other interested persons as may be designated in the compact and

the bylaws.

(1) Provide information to, receive information from, and

cooperate with law enforcement agencies.

(m) Establish and elect an executive board.
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(n) Perform such other functions as may be necessary or

appropriate to achieve the purposes of the compact consistent

with the state regulation of physical therapy licensure and

practice.

(5) THE EXECUTIVE BOARD.—

(a) The executive board may act on behalf of the commission

according to the terms of the compact.

(b) The executive board shall be composed of the following

nine members:

1. Seven voting members who are elected by the commission

from the current membership of the commission.

2. One ex-officio, nonvoting member from the recognized

national physical therapy professional association.

3. One ex-officio, nonvoting member from the recognized

membership organization of the physical therapy licensing

boards.

(c) The ex-officio members shall be selected by their

respective organizations.

(d) The commission may remove any member of the executive

board as provided in its bylaws.

(e) The executive board shall meet at least annually.

(f) The executive board shall do all of the following:

1. Recommend to the entire commission changes to the rules

or bylaws, compact legislation, fees paid by compact member

states, such as annual dues, and any commission compact fee

charged to licensees for the compact privilege.

2. Ensure compact administration services are appropriately

provided, contractually or otherwise.

3. Prepare and recommend the budget.
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4. Maintain financial records on behalf of the commission.

5. Monitor compact compliance of member states and provide

compliance reports to the commission.

6. Establish additional committees as necessary.

7. Perform other duties as provided in the rules or bylaws.

(6) FINANCING OF THE COMMISSION.—

(a) The commission shall pay, or provide for the payment

of, the reasonable expenses of its establishment, organization,

and ongoing activities.

(b) The commission may accept any appropriate revenue

sources, donations, and grants of money, equipment, supplies,

materials, and services.

(c) The commission may levy and collect an annual

assessment from each member state or impose fees on other

parties to cover the cost of the operations and activities of

the commission and its staff. Such assessments and fees must

total to an amount sufficient to cover the commission’s annual

budget as approved each year for which revenue is not provided

by other sources. The aggregate annual assessment amount must be

allocated based upon a formula to be determined by the

commission, which shall adopt a rule binding upon all member

states.

(d) The commission may not incur obligations of any kind

before securing the funds adequate to meet such obligations; nor

may the commission pledge the credit of any of the member

states, except by and with the authority of the member state.

(e) The commission shall keep accurate accounts of all

receipts and disbursements. The receipts and disbursements of

the commission are subject to the audit and accounting
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procedures established under its bylaws. However, all receipts

and disbursements of funds handled by the commission must be

audited yearly by a certified or licensed public accountant, and

the report of the audit must be included in and become part of

the annual report of the commission.

(7) QUALIFIED IMMUNITY, DEFENSE, AND INDEMNIFICATION.—

(a) The members, officers, executive director, employees,

and representatives of the commission are immune from suit and

liability, whether personally or in their official capacity, for

any claim for damage to or loss of property or personal injury

or other civil liability caused by or arising out of any actual

or alleged act, error, or omission that occurred, or that the

person against whom the claim is made had a reasonable basis for

believing occurred, within the scope of commission employment,

duties, or responsibilities. However, this paragraph may not be

construed to protect any such person from suit or liability for

any damage, loss, injury, or liability caused by the

intentional, willful, or wanton misconduct of that person.

(b) The commission shall defend any member, officer,

executive director, employee, or representative of the

commission in any civil action seeking to impose liability

arising out of any actual or alleged act, error, or omission

that occurred within the scope of commission employment, duties,

or responsibilities, or that the person against whom the claim

is made had a reasonable basis for believing occurred within the

scope of commission employment, duties, or responsibilities.

However, this subsection may not be construed to prohibit any

member, officer, executive director, employee, or representative

of the commission from retaining his or her own counsel or to
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require the commission to defend such person if the actual or

alleged act, error, or omission resulted from that person’s

intentional, willful, or wanton misconduct.

(c) The commission shall indemnify and hold harmless any

member, officer, executive director, employee, or representative

of the commission for the amount of any settlement or judgment

obtained against that person arising out of any actual or

alleged act, error, or omission that occurred within the scope

of commission employment, duties, or responsibilities, or that

such person had a reasonable basis for believing occurred within

the scope of commission employment, duties, or responsibilities,

provided that the actual or alleged act, error, or omission did

not result from the intentional, willful, or wanton misconduct

of that person.

ARTICLE VITIT
DATA SYSTEM

(1) The commission shall provide for the development,

maintenance, and use of a coordinated database and reporting

system containing licensure, adverse action, and investigative

information on all licensees in member states.

(2) Notwithstanding any other provision of state law to the

contrary, a member state shall submit a uniform data set to the

data system on all individuals to whom the compact is applicable

as required by the rules of the commission, which data set must

include all of the following:

(a) Identifying information.

(b) Licensure data.

(c) Investigative information.
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(d) Adverse actions against a license or compact privilege.

(e) Nonconfidential information related to alternative

program participation.

(f) Any denial of application for licensure and the reason

for such denial.

(g) Other information that may facilitate the

administration of the compact, as determined by the rules of the

commission.

(3) Investigative information in the system pertaining to a

licensee in any member state must be available only to other

member states.

(4) The commission shall promptly notify all member states

of any adverse action taken against a licensee or an individual

applying for a license in a member state. Adverse action

information pertaining to a licensee in any member state must be

available to all other member states.

(5) Member states contributing information to the data

system may designate information that may not be shared with the

public without the express permission of the contributing state.

(6) Any information submitted to the data system which is

subsequently required to be expunged by the laws of the member

state contributing the information must be removed from the data

system.

ARTICLE TIX
RULEMAKING

(1) The commission shall exercise its rulemaking powers

pursuant to the criteria set forth in this article and the rules

adopted thereunder. Rules and amendments become binding as of
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the date specified in each rule or amendment.

(2) If a majority of the legislatures of the member states

rejects a rule by enactment of a statute or resolution in the

same manner used to adopt the compact within 4 years after the

date of adoption of the rule, such rule does not have further

force and effect in any member state.

(3) Rules or amendments to the rules must be adopted at a

regular or special meeting of the commission.

(4) Before adoption of a final rule by the commission, and

at least 30 days before the meeting at which the rule will be

considered and voted upon, the commission must file a notice of

proposed rulemaking on all of the following:

(a) The website of the commission or another publicly

accessible platform.

(b) The website of each member state physical therapy

licensing board or another publicly accessible platform or the

publication in which each state would otherwise publish proposed

rules.

(5) The notice of proposed rulemaking must include all of

the following:

(a) The proposed date, time, and location of the meeting in

which the rule or amendment will be considered and voted upon.

(b) The text of the proposed rule or amendment and the

reason for the proposed rule.

(c) A request for comments on the proposed rule or

amendment from any interested person.

(d) The manner in which interested persons may submit

notice to the commission of their intention to attend the public

hearing and any written comments.
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(6) Before adoption of a proposed rule or amendment, the

commission must allow persons to submit written data, facts,

opinions, and arguments, which must be made available to the

public.

(7) The commission must grant an opportunity for a public

hearing before it adopts a rule or an amendment if a hearing is

requested by any of the following:
(

a)
(b) A state or federal governmental subdivision or agency.
c)
8)

At least 25 persons.

(
(

rule or amendment, the commission must publish the date, time,

An association having at least 25 members.

If a scheduled public hearing is held on the proposed

and location of the hearing. If the hearing is held through

electronic means, the commission must publish the mechanism for

access to the electronic hearing.

(a) All persons wishing to be heard at the hearing must

notify the executive director of the commission or another

designated member in writing of their desire to appear and

testify at the hearing at least 5 business days before the

scheduled date of the hearing.

(b) Hearings must be conducted in a manner providing each

person who wishes to comment a fair and reasonable opportunity

to comment orally or in writing.

(c) All hearings must be recorded. A copy of the recording

must be made available on request.

(d) This article may not be construed to require a separate

hearing on each rule. Rules may be grouped for the convenience

of the commission at hearings required by this section.

(9) Following the scheduled hearing date, or by the close
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591 of business on the scheduled hearing date if the hearing was not

592 held, the commission shall consider all written and oral

593 comments received.

594 (10) ITf no written notice of intent to attend the public

595 |hearing by interested parties is received, the commission may

596 |proceed with adoption of the proposed rule without a public

597 hearing.

598 (11) The commission shall, by majority vote of all members,

599 |take final action on the proposed rule and shall determine the

600 effective date of the rule, if any, based on the rulemaking

001 record and the full text of the rule.

602 (12) Upon determination that an emergency exists, the

603 commission may consider and adopt an emergency rule without

604 |prior notice, opportunity for comment, or hearing, provided that

605 the usual rulemaking procedures provided in the compact and in

606 this article are retroactively applied to the rule as soon as

607 reasonably possible, in no event later than 90 days after the

608 effective date of the rule. For the purposes of this subsection,

609 an emergency rule is one that must be adopted immediately in

610 order to do any of the following:

611 (a) Meet an imminent threat to public health, safety, or
612 welfare.

613 (b) Prevent a loss of commission or member state funds.

614 (c) Meet a deadline for the adoption of an administrative

615 rule established by federal law or rule.
616 (d) Protect public health and safety.

617 (13) The commission or an authorized committee of the

618 commission may direct revisions to a previously adopted rule or

619 |amendment for purposes of correcting typographical errors,

Page 22 of 45
12/12/2023 9:14:30 AM 588-01821-24




620
621
622
623
624
625
626
627
628
629
630
631
632
633
634
635
636
637
638
639
640
641
642
643
644
645
646
647
648

Florida Senate - 2024 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. SPB 7016

| VIR ===

errors in format, errors in consistency, or grammatical errors.

Public notice of any revisions must be posted on the website of

the commission. The revision is subject to challenge by any

person for a period of 30 days after posting. The revision may

be challenged only on grounds that the revision results in a

material change to a rule. A challenge must be made in writing

and delivered to the chair of the commission before the end of

the notice period. If a challenge is not made, the revision

takes effect without further action. If the revision is

challenged, the revision may not take effect without the

approval of the commission.

ARTICLE X
OVERSIGHT, DISPUTE RESOLUTION, AND ENFORCEMENT
(1) OVERSIGHT.—

(a) The executive, legislative, and judicial branches of

state government in each member state shall enforce the compact

and take all actions necessary and appropriate to carry out the

compact’s purposes and intent. The provisions of the compact and

the rules adopted pursuant thereto shall have standing as

statutory law.

(b) All courts shall take judicial notice of the compact

and the rules in any judicial or administrative proceeding in a

member state pertaining to the subject matter of the compact

which may affect the powers, responsibilities, or actions of the

commission.

(c) The commission is entitled to receive service of

process in any such proceeding and has standing to intervene in

such a proceeding for all purposes. Failure to provide service
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of process to the commission renders a judgment or an order void

as to the commission, the compact, or the adopted rules.

(2) DEFAULT, TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE, AND TERMINATION.—

(a) If the commission determines that a member state has

defaulted in the performance of its obligations or

responsibilities under the compact or the adopted rules, the

commission must do all of the following:

1. Provide written notice to the defaulting state and other

member states of the nature of the default, the proposed means

of curing the default, and any other action to be taken by the

commission.

2. Provide remedial training and specific technical

assistance regarding the default.

(b) If a state in default fails to cure the default, the

defaulting state may be terminated from the compact upon an

affirmative vote of a majority of the member states, and all

rights, privileges, and benefits conferred by the compact may be

terminated on the effective date of termination. A cure of the

default does not relieve the offending state of obligations or

liabilities incurred during the period of default.

(c) Termination of membership in the compact may be imposed

only after all other means of securing compliance have been

exhausted. The commission shall give notice of intent to suspend

or terminate a defaulting member state to the governor and

majority and minority leaders of the defaulting state’s

legislature and to each of the member states.

(d) A state that has been terminated from the compact is

responsible for all assessments, obligations, and liabilities

incurred through the effective date of termination, including
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obligations that extend beyond the effective date of

termination.

(e) The commission does not bear any costs related to a

state that is found to be in default or that has been terminated

from the compact, unless agreed upon in writing between the

commission and the defaulting state.

(f) The defaulting state may appeal the action of the

commission by petitioning the U.S. District Court for the

District of Columbia or the federal district where the

commission has its principal offices. The prevailing member

shall be awarded all costs of such litigation, including

reasonable attorney fees.

(3) DISPUTE RESOLUTION.—

(a) Upon request by a member state, the commission must

attempt to resolve disputes related to the compact which arise

among memper states and between member and nonmember states.

(b) The commission shall adopt a rule providing for both

mediation and binding dispute resolution for disputes as

appropriate.

(4) ENFORCEMENT.—

(a) The commission, in the reasonable exercise of its

discretion, shall enforce the compact and the commission’s

rules.

(b) By majority wvote, the commission may initiate legal

action in the United States District Court for the District of

Columbia or the federal district where the commission has its

principal offices against a member state in default to enforce

compliance with the provisions of the compact and its adopted

rules and bylaws. The relief sought may include both injunctive
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relief and damages. In the event judicial enforcement is

necessary, the prevailing member shall be awarded all costs of

such litigation, including reasonable attorney fees.

(c) The remedies under this article are not the exclusive

remedies of the commission. The commission may pursue any other

remedies available under federal or state law.

ARTICLE XI
DATE OF IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PHYSICAL THERAPY COMPACT AND
ASSOCTIATED RULES; WITHDRAWAL; AND AMENDMENTS

(1) The compact becomes effective on the date that the

compact statute is enacted into law in the tenth member state.

The provisions that become effective at that time are limited to

the powers granted to the commission relating to assembly and

the adoption of rules. Thereafter, the commission shall meet and

exercise rulemaking powers necessary for the implementation and

administration of the compact.

(2) Any state that joins the compact subsequent to the

commission’s initial adoption of the rules is subject to the

rules as they exist on the date that the compact becomes law in

that state. Any rule that has been previously adopted by the

commission has the full force and effect of law on the day the

compact becomes law in that state.

(3) Any member state may withdraw from the compact by

enacting a statute repealing the same.

(a) A member state’s withdrawal does not take effect until

6 months after enactment of the repealing statute.

(b) Withdrawal does not affect the continuing requirement

of the withdrawing state’s physical therapy licensing board to
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comply with the investigative and adverse action reporting

requirements of this act before the effective date of

withdrawal.

(4) The compact may not be construed to invalidate or

prevent any physical therapy licensure agreement or other

cooperative arrangement between a member state and a nonmember

state which does not conflict with the provisions of the

compact.

(5) The compact may be amended by the member states. An

amendment to the compact does not become effective and binding

upon any member state until it is enacted into the laws of all

member states.

ARTICLE XIT
CONSTRUCTION AND SEVERABTILITY

The compact must be liberally construed so as to carry out

the purposes thereof. The provisions of the compact are

severable, and if any phrase, clause, sentence, or provision of

the compact is declared to be contrary to the constitution of

any member state or of the United States or the applicability

thereof to any government, agency, person, or circumstance is

held invalid, the wvalidity of the remainder of the compact and

the applicability thereof to any government, agency, person, oOr

circumstance is not affected thereby. If the compact is held

contrary to the constitution of any member state, the compact

remains in full force and effect as to the remaining member

states and in full force and effect as to the member state

affected as to all severable matters.

Section 53. Subsection (10) of section 456.073, Florida
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Statutes, is amended to read:

456.073 Disciplinary proceedings.—Disciplinary proceedings
for each board shall be within the jurisdiction of the
department.

(10) (a)

The complaint and all information obtained pursuant
to the investigation by the department are confidential and

119.07 (1)
been found to exist by the probable cause panel or by the

exempt from s. until 10 days after probable cause has

department, or until the regulated professional or subject of
the investigation waives his or her privilege of
confidentiality, whichever occurs first.

(b) The department shall report any significant
investigation information relating to a nurse holding a
multistate license to the coordinated licensure information
464.0095;

system pursuant to s. any investigative information

relating to a physical therapist or physical therapist assistant

holding a compact privilege under the Physical Therapy Licensure
486.112;

significant investigatory information relating to a psychologist

Compact to the data system pursuant to s. any

practicing under the Psychology Interjurisdictional Compact to

the coordinated licensure information system pursuant to s.

490.0075;+ and any significant investigatory information
relating to a health care practitioner practicing under the

Professional Counselors Licensure Compact to the data system

rsuant to s 491.017 B s U = NP JU g Ao g
pu u . . I [E¥uaw 8 (/lll_y O_L\jll_l__l__l_‘\/(/lllk, LTIV OO k,_l_\j(/lk,u_l__y
P E LN, I S (U e AN A S S S [P DA
A A N N g ) ) Y @ A WP S N N J_C_L().L,_Lll\j \—awy L tJO_Y\/LJ.U_LU\j_LOb t—/-\_u\/b_l_\/_l_ll\j | i W e LSS i 5wy
Daszah 1 o T+ P R ) 1t o n- Cammrm ot + + o A IR NN =
J_Q_Y LL\J_L\J\j_Y J_J.J.L,\_,J_J | % NN S D W R e T \Jlllt/u T \awy T oo T TITOCT XU

(c) Upon completion of the investigation and a
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recommendation by the department to find probable cause, and
pursuant to a written request by the subject or the subject’s
attorney, the department shall provide the subject an
opportunity to inspect the investigative file or, at the
subject’s expense, forward to the subject a copy of the
investigative file. Notwithstanding s. 456.057, the subject may
inspect or receive a copy of any expert witness report or
patient record connected with the investigation if the subject
agrees in writing to maintain the confidentiality of any
information received under this subsection until 10 days after
probable cause is found and to maintain the confidentiality of
patient records pursuant to s. 456.057. The subject may file a
written response to the information contained in the
investigative file. Such response must be filed within 20 days
of mailing by the department, unless an extension of time has
been granted by the department.

(d) This subsection does not prohibit the department from

providing the complaint and any information obtained pursuant to

the department’s investigation swveh—infermation to any law

enforcement agency or to any other regulatory agency.

Section 54. Subsection (5) of section 456.076, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

456.076 Impaired practitioner programs.—

(5) A consultant shall enter into a participant contract
with an impaired practitioner and shall establish the terms of
monitoring and shall include the terms in a participant
contract. In establishing the terms of monitoring, the
consultant may consider the recommendations of one or more

approved evaluators, treatment programs, or treatment providers.
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823 |A consultant may modify the terms of monitoring if the

824 consultant concludes, through the course of monitoring, that
825 extended, additional, or amended terms of monitoring are

826 required for the protection of the health, safety, and welfare
827 of the public. If the impaired practitioner is a physical

828 therapist or physical therapist assistant practicing under the

829 |Physical Therapy Licensure Compact pursuant to s. 486.112, a

830 |psychologist practicing under the Psychology Interjurisdictional

831 |Compact pursuant to s. 490.0075, or a health care practitioner

832 |practicing under the Professional Counselors Licensure Compact
833 pursuant to s. 491.017, the terms of the monitoring contract
834 |must include the impaired practitioner’s withdrawal from all

835 |practice under the compact unless authorized by a member state.

836 T +h EIE =S AN NP B SN VN NPE i B I P S P-NE SN S~ TN~k B0l SNl BVt AP K~ =N o B =Wt B B = PNE 2
T oS —Trimpar O PTraCcrcr Ot oo PSSyt rogTToT— CTtrCT i g—uhSae=T
837 | Ehe—Psyehology Intersurisdictional Compactpursgant—+teo -5+
838 40N NNTE +1h Forma £ + 1 PV SN I S NS IR NPV NE AN —IE PN SIS SO B~ I~ I T | +1h
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839 |impaired—practitieonerls—withdrawal fromall Ppracticeunder—the
840 |ceompact~

841 Section 55. Subsection (5) is added to section 486.023,
842 Florida Statutes, to read:

843 486.023 Board of Physical Therapy Practice.—

844 (5) The board shall appoint an individual to serve as the

845 state’s delegate on the Physical Therapy Compact Commission, as
846 required under s. 486.112.

847 Section 56. Section 486.028, Florida Statutes, 1s amended
848 to read:

849 486.028 License to practice physical therapy required.—A Ne
850 |person may not shalt practice, or hold herself or himself out as

851 |being able to practice, physical therapy in this state unless
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852 she or he is licensed under in—acecordance—with the provisions—eof

853 this chapter or holds a compact privilege in this state under

854 the Physical Therapy Licensure Compact as specified in s.
855 486.112.+—hewever;—Noething—3n This chapter does not shaltd

856 |prohibit any person licensed in this state under any other law
857 from engaging in the practice for which she or he is licensed.
858 Section 57. Section 486.031, Florida Statutes, i1s amended
859 to read:

860 486.031 Physical therapist; licensing requirements;

861 |exemption.—

862 (1) To be eligible for licensing as a physical therapist,
863 |an applicant must:

864 (a)4+H Be at least 18 years old;
865 (b) 42> Be of good moral character; and
866 (c)1l.43)+a) Have beern graduated from a school of physical

867 therapy which has been approved for the educational preparation
868 of physical therapists by the appropriate accrediting agency

869 recognized by the Council for Higher Education Accreditation or

870 its successor Cemmission—eon Recognition—eof Postsecondary

871 |Aeereditatieon or the United States Department of Education at
872 the time of her or his graduation and have passed, to the

873 satisfaction of the board, the American Registry Examination

874 |before prier—te 1971 or a national examination approved by the
875 |board to determine her or his fitness for practice as a physical

876 therapist under this chapter as—hereinafter provided;

877 2.4b) Have received a diploma from a program in physical

878 therapy in a foreign country and have educational credentials

879 |deemed equivalent to those required for the educational

880 |preparation of physical therapists in this country, as
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881 recognized by the appropriate agency as identified by the board,
882 and have passed to the satisfaction of the board an examination
883 |to determine her or his fitness for practice as a physical

884 therapist under this chapter as—hereinafter provided; or

885 3.4e)> Be entitled to licensure without examination as
886 |provided in s. 486.081.

887 (2) A person licensed as a physical therapist in another

888 state who is practicing under the Physical Therapy Licensure

889 |Compact pursuant to s. 486.112, and only within the scope

890 |provided therein, is exempt from the licensure requirements of

891 this section.

892 Section 58. Section 486.081, Florida Statutes, i1s amended
893 |to read:

894 486.081 Physical therapist; issuance of license without
895 examination to person passing examination of another authorized

896 |examining board; fee; exemption.—

897 (1) The board may grant eawse a license without
898 |examination, to be issued by #hreuwgh the department, witheout
899 |examinatien to any applicant who presents evidence satisfactory

900 to the board of having passed the American Registry Examination
901 |before prier—*+e 1971 or an examination in physical therapy

902 |before a similar lawfully authorized examining board of another
903 state, the District of Columbia, a territory, or a foreign

904 country, if the standards for licensure in physical therapy in
905 such other state, district, territory, or foreign country are
906 |determined by the board to be as high as those of this state, as
907 established by rules adopted under purswant—te this chapter. Any

908 |person who holds a license pursuant to this section may use the

909 |words “physical therapist” or “physiotherapist” or the letters
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“P.T.” in connection with her or his name or place of business
to denote her or his licensure hereunder. A person who holds a
license pursuant to this section and obtains a doctoral degree
in physical therapy may use the letters “D.P.T.” and “P.T.” A
physical therapist who holds a degree of Doctor of Physical
Therapy may not use the title “doctor” without also clearly
informing the public of his or her profession as a physical
therapist.
(2) At the time of filing an making application for

licensure without examination under pursuant—teo—the +term £

[0)]

this section, the applicant shall pay to the department a
nonrefundable fee not to exceed $175, as determined f£ixed by the

b rd n narit £ iha~h 217 ot A
Oa 7 o portc Or—wnrtir wrrt+r ot —TrTCtcoriict.

(3) A person licensed as a physical therapist in another

state who is practicing under the Physical Therapy Licensure

Compact pursuant to s. 486.112, and only within the scope

provided therein, is exempt from the licensure requirements of

this section.

Section 59. Section 486.102, Florida Statutes, i1s amended

to read:
486.102 Physical therapist assistant; licensing

requirements; exemption.—

(1) To be eligible for licensing by the board as a physical

therapist assistant, an applicant must:

(a)43+) Be at least 18 years old;

(b) 42> Be of good moral character; and

(c)1l.43+=)r Have beern graduated from a school providing

s—than 2 years for physical

[0)]

giving a course of at least met—e

therapist assistants, which has been approved for the

Page 33 of 45
12/12/2023 9:14:30 AM 588-01821-24




939
940
941
942
943
944
945
946
947
948
949
950
951
952
953
954
955
956
957
958
959
960
961
962
963
964
965
966
967

Florida Senate - 2024 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. SPB 7016

| VIR ===

educational preparation of physical therapist assistants by the

appropriate accrediting agency recognized by the Council for

Higher Education Accreditation or its successor commissieon—on
Recogritieon—of PeostseccondaryAeereditatieon or the United States

Department of Education, at the time of her or his graduation

and have passed to the satisfaction of the board an examination

to determine her or his fitness for practice as a physical

therapist assistant under this chapter as—hereinafter provided;
2.4b) Have beern graduated from a school providing giving a

course for physical therapist assistants in a foreign country
and have educational credentials deemed equivalent to those
required for the educational preparation of physical therapist
assistants in this country, as recognized by the appropriate
agency as identified by the board, and passed to the
satisfaction of the board an examination to determine her or his
fitness for practice as a physical therapist assistant under
this chapter as—hereinafter provided;

3.4e) Be entitled to licensure without examination as

provided in s. 486.107; or

4.4€) Have been enrolled between July 1, 2014, and July 1,
2016, in a physical therapist assistant school in this state
which was accredited at the time of enrollment; and

a.+= Have been graduated or be eligible to graduate from
such school no later than July 1, 2018; and

b.2+ Have passed to the satisfaction of the board an
examination to determine his or her fitness for practice as a
physical therapist assistant as provided in s. 486.104.

(2) A person licensed as a physical therapist assistant in

another state who is practicing under the Physical Therapy
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968 Licensure Compact pursuant to s. 486.112, and only within the

969 scope provided therein, is exempt from the licensure

970 |requirements of this section.

971 Section 60. Section 486.107, Florida Statutes, 1s amended
972 to read:

973 486.107 Physical therapist assistant; issuance of license
974 |without examination to person licensed in another jurisdiction;

975 fee; exemption.—

976 (1) The board may grant eawse a license without
977 |examination, to be issued by threuwgh the department, witheout
978 |examinatiern to any applicant who presents evidence to the board,

979 under oath, of licensure in another state, the District of
980 Columbia, or a territory, if the standards for registering as a
981 |physical therapist assistant or licensing of a physical

982 therapist assistant, as applicable the—ease—wmay—be, 1in such
983 |other state are determined by the board to be as high as those

984 of this state, as established by rules adopted under pursuvant—te
985 this chapter. Any person who holds a license pursuant to this
986 section may use the words “physical therapist assistant,” or the
987 letters “P.T.A.,” in connection with her or his name to denote
988 licensure hereunder.

989 (2) At the time of filing an makimg application for

990 licensing without examination under pursuant—te—the *term £

(0}

991 this section, the applicant shall pay to the department a
992 |nonrefundable fee not to exceed $175, as determined £ixed by the

993 b d n nart £ i~ 2717 ot~ A
oarad—Ho Portc Ot wirrCitr—wIrr =t O rccotrict.

994 (3) A person licensed as a physical therapist assistant in

995 another state who is practicing under the Physical Therapy

996 |Licensure Compact pursuant to s. 486.112, and only within the
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scope provided therein, is exempt from the licensure

requirements of this section.

Section 61. Section 486.125, Florida Statutes, 1s amended
to read:

486.125 Refusal, revocation, or suspension of license;
administrative fines and other disciplinary measures.—

(1) The following acts constitute grounds for denial of a
license or disciplinary action, as specified in s. 456.072(2) or
s. 486.112:

(a) Being unable to practice physical therapy with
reasonable skill and safety to patients by reason of illness or
use of alcohol, drugs, narcotics, chemicals, or any other type
of material or as a result of any mental or physical condition.

1. In enforcing this paragraph, upon a finding of the State
Surgeon General or the State Surgeon General’s designee that
probable cause exists to believe that the licensee is unable to
practice physical therapy due to the reasons stated in this
paragraph, the department shall have the authority to compel a
physical therapist or physical therapist assistant to submit to
a mental or physical examination by a physician designated by
the department. If the licensee refuses to comply with such
order, the department’s order directing such examination may be
enforced by filing a petition for enforcement in the circuit
court where the licensee resides or serves as a physical therapy
practitioner. The licensee against whom the petition is filed
may shaldt not be named or identified by initials in any public
court records or documents, and the proceedings must shaltd be
closed to the public. The department shall be entitled to the

summary procedure provided in s. 51.011.
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2. A physical therapist or physical therapist assistant
whose license is suspended or revoked pursuant to this
subsection shall, at reasonable intervals, be given an
opportunity to demonstrate that she or he can resume the
competent practice of physical therapy with reasonable skill and
safety to patients.

3. Neither the record of proceeding nor the orders entered
by the board in any proceeding under this subsection may be used
against a physical therapist or physical therapist assistant in
any other proceeding.

(b) Having committed fraud in the practice of physical
therapy or deceit in obtaining a license as a physical therapist
or as a physical therapist assistant.

(c) Being convicted or found guilty regardless of
adjudication, of a crime in any jurisdiction which directly
relates to the practice of physical therapy or to the ability to
practice physical therapy. The entry of any plea of nolo
contendere is shald—Pbe considered a conviction for purpose of
this chapter.

(d) Having treated or undertaken to treat human ailments by
means other than by physical therapy, as defined in this
chapter.

(e) Failing to maintain acceptable standards of physical
therapy practice as set forth by the board in rules adopted
pursuant to this chapter.

(f) Engaging directly or indirectly in the dividing,
transferring, assigning, rebating, or refunding of fees received
for professional services, or having been found to profit by

means of a credit or other valuable consideration, such as an
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unearned commission, discount, or gratuity, with any person
referring a patient or with any relative or business associate
of the referring person. Nething—in This chapter may not shatt
be construed to prohibit the members of any regularly and
properly organized business entity which is comprised of
physical therapists and which is recognized under the laws of
this state from making any division of their total fees among
themselves as they determine necessary.

(g) Having a license revoked or suspended; having had other
disciplinary action taken against her or him; or having had her
or his application for a license refused, revoked, or suspended
by the licensing authority of another state, territory, or
country.

(h) Violating a lawful order of the board or department
previously entered in a disciplinary hearing.

(1) Making or filing a report or record which the licensee
knows to be false. Such reports or records shall include only
those which are signed in the capacity of a physical therapist.

(j) Practicing or offering to practice beyond the scope
permitted by law or accepting and performing professional
responsibilities which the licensee knows or has reason to know
that she or he is not competent to perform, including, but not
limited to, specific spinal manipulation.

(k) Violating any provision of this chapter or chapter 456,
or any rules adopted pursuant thereto.

(2) (a) The board may enter an order denying licensure or
imposing any of the penalties in s. 456.072(2) against any
applicant for licensure or licensee who 1is found guilty of

violating any provision of subsection (1) ef—+his—seetien or who
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is found guilty of violating any provision of s. 456.072(1).

(b) The board may take adverse action against a physical

therapist’s or a physical therapist assistant’s compact

privilege under the Physical Therapy Licensure Compact pursuant

to s. 486.112 and may impose any of the penalties in s.

456.072(2), i1f a physical therapist or physical therapist

assistant commits an act specified in subsection (1) or s.
456.072 (1) .
(3) The board may shatt not reinstate the license of a

physical therapist or physical therapist assistant or approve
exgse a license to be issued to a person it has deemed
unqualified until such time as it is satisfied that she or he
has complied with all the terms and conditions set forth in the
final order and that such person is capable of safely engaging
in the practice of physical therapy.

Section 62. Paragraph (j) is added to subsection (10) of
section 768.28, Florida Statutes, to read:

768.28 Waiver of sovereign immunity in tort actions;
recovery limits; civil liability for damages caused during a
riot; limitation on attorney fees; statute of limitations;
exclusions; indemnification; risk management programs.-—

(10)

(j) For purposes of this section, the individual appointed

under s. 486.023(5) as the state’s delegate on the Physical

Therapy Compact Commission, when serving in that capacity

pursuant to s. 486.112, and any administrator, officer,

executive director, employee, or representative of the Physical

Therapy Compact Commission, when acting within the scope of his

or her employment, duties, or responsibilities in this state, is
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1113 considered an agent of the state. The commission shall pay any

1114 claims or judgments pursuant to this section and may maintain

1115 insurance coverage to pay any such claims or judgments.

1116 Section 63. Section 486.025, Florida Statutes, 1s amended
1117 to read:
1118 486.025 Powers and duties of the Board of Physical Therapy

1119 Practice.—The board may administer oaths, summon witnesses, take
1120 testimony in all matters relating to its duties under this

1121 chapter, establish or modify minimum standards of practice of
1122 |physical therapy as defined in s. 486.021, including, but not
1123 limited to, standards of practice for the performance of dry
1124 needling by physical therapists, and adopt rules pursuant to ss.
1125 120.536(1) and 120.54 to implement this chapter. The board may
1126 also review the standing and reputability of any school or

1127 college offering courses in physical therapy and whether the
1128 courses of such school or college in physical therapy meet the
1129 standards established by the appropriate accrediting agency

1130 referred to in s. 486.031(1) (c) s+486-03+3)+=). In determining

1131 the standing and reputability of any such school and whether the
1132 school and courses meet such standards, the board may

1133 investigate and personally inspect the school and courses.

1134 Section 64. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section

1135 486.0715, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1136 486.0715 Physical therapist; issuance of temporary permit.—
1137 (1) The board shall issue a temporary physical therapist
1138 |permit to an applicant who meets the following requirements:
1139 (b) Is a graduate of an approved United States physical
1140 therapy educational program and meets all the eligibility

1141 requirements for licensure under ch. 456, s. 486.031(1) (a), (b),
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1142 and (c)l. s+—486-03+H—3)+=), and related rules, except

1143 |passage of a national examination approved by the board is not
1144 required.

1145 Section 65. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section
11406 486.1065, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1147 486.1065 Physical therapist assistant; issuance of

1148 temporary permit.—

1149 (1) The board shall issue a temporary physical therapist
1150 assistant permit to an applicant who meets the following

1151 |requirements:

1152 (b) Is a graduate of an approved United States physical
1153 |therapy assistant educational program and meets all the

1154 |eligibility requirements for licensure under ch. 456, s.

1155 486.102 (1) (a), (b), and (c)l. s+—486-3102t1Hr——3rfta)r, and related

1156 rules, except passage of a national examination approved by the

1157 |board is not required.

1158

1159 ================= T ] TLE A MEDNDDMENT ================
1160 |And the title is amended as follows:

1161 Delete line 341

1162 and insert:

1163 act; creating s. 486.112, F.S.; creating the Physical
1164 Therapy Licensure Compact; providing a purpose and
1165 objectives of the compact; defining terms; specifying
1166 requirements for state participation in the compact;
1167 authorizing member states to obtain biometric-based
1168 information from and conduct criminal background

1169 checks on licensees applying for a compact privilege;
1170 requiring member states to grant the compact privilege
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1171 to licensees if they meet specified criteria;

1172 specifying criteria licensees must meet to exercise
1173 the compact privilege under the compact; providing for
1174 the expiration of the compact privilege; requiring
1175 licensees practicing in a remote state under the

1176 compact privilege to comply with the laws and rules of
1177 that state; subjecting licensees to the regulatory
1178 authority of remote states where they practice under
1179 the compact privilege; providing for disciplinary

1180 action; specifying circumstances under which licensees
1181 are ineligible for a compact privilege; specifying
1182 conditions that a licensee must meet to regain his or
1183 her compact privilege after an adverse action;

1184 specifying locations active duty military personnel
1185 and their spouses may use to designate their home

1186 state for purposes of the compact; providing that only
1187 a home state may impose adverse action against a

1188 license issued by that state; authorizing home states
1189 to take adverse action based on investigative

1190 information of a remote state, subject to certain

1191 requirements; directing member states that use

1192 alternative programs in lieu of discipline to require
1193 the licensee to agree not to practice in other member
1194 states while participating in the program, unless

1195 authorized by the member state; authorizing member
1196 states to investigate violations by licensees in other
1197 member states; authorizing member states to take

1198 adverse action against compact privileges issued in
1199 their respective states; providing for joint
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1200 investigations of licensees under the compact;
1201 establishing the Physical Therapy Compact Commission;
1202 providing for the venue and jurisdiction for court
1203 proceedings by or against the commission; providing
1204 construction; providing for commission membership,
1205 voting, and meetings; authorizing the commission to
1206 convene closed, nonpublic meetings under certain
1207 circumstances; specifying duties and powers of the
1208 commission; providing for membership and duties of the
1209 executive board of the commission; providing for
1210 financing of the commission; providing for qualified
1211 immunity, defense, and indemnification of the
1212 commission; requiring the commission to develop and
1213 maintain a coordinated database and reporting system
1214 for certain information about licensees under the
1215 compact; requiring member states to submit specified
1216 information to the system; requiring that information
1217 contained in the system be available only to member
1218 states; requiring the commission to promptly notify
1219 all member states of reported adverse action taken
1220 against licensees or applicants for licensure;
1221 authorizing member states to designate reported
1222 information as exempt from public disclosure;
1223 providing for the removal of submitted information
1224 from the system under certain circumstances; providing
1225 for commission rulemaking; providing construction;
1226 providing for state enforcement of the compact;
1227 providing for the default and termination of compact
1228 membership; providing for appeals and costs; providing
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1229 procedures for the resolution of certain disputes;
1230 providing for enforcement against a defaulting state;
1231 providing construction; providing for implementation
1232 and administration of the compact and associated
1233 rules; providing that compact states that join after
1234 initial adoption of the commission’s rules are subject
1235 to such rules; specifying procedures for compact
1236 states to withdraw from the compact; providing
1237 construction; providing for amendment of the compact;
1238 providing construction and severability; amending s.
1239 456.073, F.S.; requiring the Department of Health to
1240 report certain investigative information to the data
1241 system; amending s. 456.076, F.S.; requiring
1242 monitoring contracts for certain impaired
1243 practitioners participating in treatment programs to
1244 contain specified terms; amending s. 486.023, F.S.;
1245 requiring the Board of Physical Therapy Practice to
1246 appoint an individual to serve as the state’s delegate
1247 on the Physical Therapy Compact Commission; amending
1248 ss. 486.028, 486.031, 486.081, 486.102, and 486.107,
1249 F.S.; exempting physical therapists and physical
1250 therapist assistants from licensure requirements if
1251 they are practicing in this state pursuant to a
1252 compact privilege under the compact; amending s.
1253 486.125, F.S.; authorizing the board to take adverse
1254 action against the compact privilege of physical
1255 therapists and physical therapist assistants for
1256 specified prohibited acts; amending s. 768.28, F.S.;
1257 designating the state delegate and other members or
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1258 employees of the commission as state agents for the
1259 purpose of applying sovereign immunity and waivers of
1260 sovereign immunity; requiring the commission to pay
1261 certain claims or judgments; authorizing the
1262 commission to maintain insurance coverage to pay such
1263 claims or judgments; amending ss. 486.025, 486.0715,
1264 and 486.1065, F.S.; conforming cross-references;
1265 providing appropriations; providing effective

Page 45 of 45
12/12/2023 9:14:30 AM 588-01821-24






