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LEGISLATIVE ACTION
Senate . House
Comm: RCS
01/31/2024

The Committee on Appropriations (Simon) recommended the

following:
Senate Amendment (with title amendment)

Delete everything after the enacting clause
and insert:

Section 1. Present subsections (4) and (5) of section
1002.321, Florida Statutes, are redesignated as subsections (5)
and (6), respectively, a new subsection (4) is added to that
section, and subsection (3) of that section is amended, to read:

1002.321 Digital learning.—

(3) CUSTOMIZED AND ACCELERATED LEARNING.—The Legislature
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finds that artificial intelligence provides opportunities to

customize and accelerate learning for students and reduce

teacher workload. A school district may receive grant funds for

subscription fees and professional learning to support and

accelerate learning for students in grades 6 through 12 during

the school day. Grant recipients must select an artificial

intelligence platform that:

(a) Uses large language models based on GPT-4, its

equivalent, or a successor, and is on a closed system.

(b) Provides professional learning to teachers.

(c) Provides one-on-one tutoring aligned to the Benchmarks

for Excellent Student Thinking (B.E.S.T.) Standards for reading

and mathematics.

(d) Provides standards-aligned lesson plans and provides

insights on student progress.

(e) Provides district and school-level reporting and

parental access to artificial intelligence interactions.

(4) VIRTUAL INSTRUCTION.—A school district must establish

multiple opportunities for student participation in part-time
and full-time kindergarten through grade 12 virtual instruction.
Options include, but are not limited to:

(a) School district operated part-time or full-time virtual
instruction programs under s. 1002.45(1) (b) for kindergarten
through grade 12 students enrolled in the school district. A
full-time program shall operate under its own Master School
Identification Number.

(b) Florida Virtual School instructional services
authorized under s. 1002.37.

(c) Blended learning instruction provided by charter
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schools authorized under s. 1002.33.

(d) Virtual charter school instruction authorized under s.
1002.33.

(e) Courses delivered in the traditional school setting by
personnel providing direct instruction through virtual
instruction or through blended learning courses consisting of
both traditional classroom and online instructional techniques
pursuant to s. 1003.498.

(f) Virtual courses offered in the course code directory to
students within the school district or to students in other
school districts throughout the state pursuant to s. 1003.498.

Section 2. Subsection (2), paragraph (a) of subsection (3),
subsections (4) and (6), and paragraphs (c) and (e) through (h)
of subsection (7) of section 1002.411, Florida Statutes, are
amended to read:

1002.411 New Worlds Scholarship accounts.—

(2) ELIGIBILITY.—Contingent upon available funds, and on a
first-come, first-served basis, each student who is enrolled in

the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program pursuant to s.

1002.53 or a Florida public school in kindergarten through grade
5 is eligible for a scholarship account if the student:

(a) Exhibits a substantial deficiency in early literacy

skills based upon the results of the most recent progress

monitoring administered pursuant to s. 1008.25(9), has a

substantial reading deficiency or exhibits characteristics of
dyslexia as identified under s. 1008.25(5) (a), or scored below a

Level 3 on the most recent statewide, standardized English

Language Arts (ELA) assessment in—theprier—school—year. An

eligible student who is classified as an English Language
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Learner and is enrolled in a program or receiving services that
are specifically designed to meet the instructional needs of
English Language Learner students shall receive priority.

(b) Exhibits a substantial deficiency in early mathematics

skills based upon the results of the most recent progress

monitoring administered pursuant to s. 1008.25(9), has a

substantial deficiency in mathematics or the characteristics of
dyscalculia as identified under s. 1008.25(6) (a), or scored

below a Level 3 on the most recent statewide, standardized

Mathematics assessment imn—theprior—school—year.

(3) PARENT AND STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES FOR PARTICIPATION.—

(a) For an eligible student to receive a scholarship
account, the student’s parent must:

1. Submit an application to an eligible nonprofit
scholarship-funding organization by the deadline established by
such organization; and

2. If available, use the administrator’s system to make

1 Qaal~em o + 1= =N + +h 1= N
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qualifying expenditures, which may include:

a. Instructional materials.

b. Curriculum. As used in this sub-subparagraph, the term
“curriculum” means a complete course of study for a particular
content area or grade level, including any required supplemental
materials and associated online instruction.

c. Tuition and fees for part-time tutoring services
provided by a person who holds a valid Florida educator’s
certificate pursuant to s. 1012.56, a person who holds a

baccalaureate or graduate degree in the subject area, a person
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who holds an adjunct teaching certificate pursuant to s.
1012.57, e¥ a person who has demonstrated a mastery of subject

area knowledge pursuant to s. 1012.56(5), a person who holds a

micro-credential under s. 1003.485, or, for a prekindergarten

student, a person who holds a credential under s.

1002.55(3) (c)1. or an educational credential under s.
1002.55(4) (a) or (b).

d. Fees for summer education programs designed to improve

reading, literacy, or mathematics skills.
e. Fees for after-school education programs designed to

improve reading, literacy, or mathematics skills.

A provider of any services receiving payments pursuant to this
subparagraph may not share any moneys from the scholarship with,
or provide a refund or rebate of any moneys from such
scholarship to, the parent or participating student in any
manner. A parent, student, or provider of any services may not
bill an insurance company, Medicaid, or any other agency for the
same services that are paid for using scholarship funds.

(4) ADMINISTRATOR APMINESTRATION.—An eligible nonprofit

scholarship-funding organization as defined in s. 1002.395(2)

shall be the administrator and partiecipatingin—the Florida—TFaxx
Credit—Seholarship Pregram—established by —s5+—30602-395 may

establish scholarship accounts for eligible students in

accordance with the requirements of eligible nonprofit
scholarship-funding organizations under this chapter.

(6) SCHOOL DISTRICT AND PRIVATE PREKINDERGARTEN PROVIDER
OBLIGATIONS,; PARENTAL OPTIONS.—

(a) Each By —September 30—+the school district and private
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prekindergarten provider shall notify the parent of each

eligible student of the process to request and receive a

scholarship, subject to available funds, when providing results

from the standardized coordinated screening and progress

monitoring pursuant to s. 1008.25(9) (c).

(b) A school district may not prohibit instructional
personnel from providing services pursuant to this section on
the instructional personnel’s school campus outside regular work
hours, subject to school district policies for safety and
security operations to protect students, instructional
personnel, and educational facilities.

(7) ACCOUNT FUNDING AND PAYMENT.—

U NN S I = P S RPN = NN S 2N RV N N I
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sehotarship—fundingorganirzatieon—+that a student being khasbeen

determined eligible for a scholarship, the department shall,

within 45 days, release the student’s scholarship funds to such

organization to be deposited into the student’s account.
(e) The eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization

may develop a system that permits eligible students to use

program funds to make direct purchases of qualifying

expenditures forpayment—of secheolarship—fuonds by fonds—transfers

eleetronitepayment—fees. Commodities or services related to the

development of such a system shall be procured by competitive
solicitation unless they are purchased from a state term

contract pursuant to s. 287.056.
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¢+ Moneys received pursuant to this section do not
constitute taxable income to the qualified student or his or her
parent.

(g)+>r A student’s scholarship account must be closed and
any remaining funds shall revert to the state after:

1. Denial or revocation of scholarship eligibility by the
commissioner for fraud or abuse, including, but not limited to,
the student or student’s parent accepting any payment, refund,
or rebate, in any manner, from a provider of any services
received pursuant to subsection (3); or

2. Three consecutive fiscal years in which an account has
been inactive.

Section 3. Paragraphs (a) and (g) of subsection (1),
paragraph (d) of subsection (2), subsection (3), paragraphs (f),
(i), and (j) of subsection (4), and paragraphs (a) and (c) of
subsection (6) of section 1003.485, Florida Statutes, are
amended to read:

1003.485 The New Worlds Reading Initiative.—

(1) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the term:

(a) “Administrator” means the a—state University of Florida

Lastinger Center for Learning registered—withthe department
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(g) “Micro-credential” means evidence-based professional

learning dewvelepment activities grounded in the science of
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reading which are competency-based, personalized, and on-demand.
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Educators must demonstrate their competence via evidence
submitted and reviewed by trained evaluators.

(2) NEW WORLDS READING INITIATIVE; PURPOSE.—The purpose of
the New Worlds Reading Initiative established under the
department is to instill a love of reading by providing high-
quality, free books to students in prekindergarten through grade
5 who are reading below grade level and to improve the literacy
skills of students in prekindergarten through grade 12. The New
Worlds Reading Initiative shall consist of:

(d) The New Worlds micro-credential program established

under this section which emphasizes strong core instruction and
a tiered model of reading interventions for struggling readers.

(3) DEPARTMENT RESPONSIBILITIES.—The department shall:

by Publish information about the initiative and tax

credits under subsection (5) on its website, including the

process for a taxpayer to select the administrator as the
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recipient of funding through a tax credit.

(b) e BeginningSeptember 30+—2022—=and Annually

¥+ report on its website the number of students

participating in the initiative in each school district,
information from the annual financial report under paragraph
(4) (7)), and the academic achievement and learning gains, as
applicable, of participating students based on data provided by
school districts as permitted under s. 1002.22. The department
shall establish a date by which the administrator and each
school district must annually provide the data necessary to
complete the report.

(c) Provide the administrator with progress monitoring data

for eligible prekindergarten through grade 12 students within 30

days after the close of each progress monitoring period.

(4) ADMINISTRATOR RESPONSIBILITIES.—The administrator
shall:

(f) Provide professional learning dewvetepmernt and resources

to teachers that correlate with the books provided through the
initiative.

(i) Administer the early literacy micro-credential program
established under this section, which must include components on
content, student learning, pedagogy, and professional learning
dewveteopment and must build on a strong foundation of
scientifically researched and evidence-based reading
instructional and intervention programs that incorporate
explicit, systematic, and sequential approaches to teaching
phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary, fluency, and text
comprehension and incorporate decodable or phonetic text

instructional strategies, as identified by the Just Read,
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Florida! Office, pursuant to s. 1001.215(7).

1. At a minimum, the micro-credential curriculum must be
designed specifically for instructional personnel in
prekindergarten through grade 3 based upon the strategies and
techniques identified in s. 1002.59 and address foundational
literacy skills of students in grades 4 through 12.

2. The micro-credential must be competency based and
designed for eligible instructional personnel to complete the
credentialing process in no more than 60 hours, in an online
format. The micro-credential may be delivered in an in-person
format. Eligible instructional personnel may receive the micro-
credential once competency is demonstrated even if it is before
prier—te the completion of 60 hours.

3. The micro-credential must be available by December 31,
2022, at no cost, to instructional personnel as defined in s.
1012.01(2); prekindergarten instructors as specified in ss.
1002.55, 1002.61, and 1002.63; and child care personnel as
defined in ss. 402.302(3) and 1002.88(1) (e).

(7J) Annually submit to the department an annual financial
report that includes, at a minimum, the amount of eligible
contributions received by the administrator; the amount spent on
each activity required by this subsection, including

administrative expenses; the number of micro-credentials and

reading endorsements earned; and the number of students and

households served under each component of the initiative, by

school district, including the means by which additional

literacy support was provided to students.
(6) ELIGIBILITY, NOTIFICATION,; SCHOOL DISTRICT
OBLIGATIONS.—
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(a) A student in prekindergarten through grade 5 must be
provided books through the initiative if the student is not yet
reading on grade level, has a substantial reading deficiency
identified under s. 1008.25(5) (a) exr—+b), has a substantial
deficiency in early literacy skills based upon the results of
the coordinated screening and progress monitoring under s.
1008.25(9), or scored below a Level 3 on the most recent
preeceding—yearls statewide, standardized English Language Arts

assessment under s. 1008.22.

(c) Once an eligible student is identified, the school
district shall coordinate with the administrator to initiate
book delivery on a monthly basis during the school year, which

must begin no later than October and continue through at least

J Uatgaszar frnr +h 20271 2029 o~k 1 <0 N1z Al ax7ns7 sy
une. oowever;—TTOoFr—tfie UZ T \o S CHoO0 Ty Catr Oy ; Ot vy 1ty

Section 1004.561, Florida Statutes, 1is created
to read:

1004.561 University of Florida Lastinger Center for

Learning.—There is created at the University of Florida the

Lastinger Center for Learning. The center shall:

(1) Develop and administer programs to improve student

achievement outcomes in early learning, literacy, and

mathematics.

(2) Provide professional learning for educators to improve

the quality of instruction in early learning, literacy, and

mathematics. Professional learning includes the development of

micro-credentials pursuant to s. 1003.485 and may include the
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development of other micro-credentials that require educators to

demonstrate competency. Micro-credentials must be provided at

low or no cost and be personalized, and may be provided online

or in person.

(3) Provide technical assistance and support to school

districts and schools and early learning coalitions in improving

student achievement.

(4) Conduct and publish research on teaching and learning

in early learning, literacy, and mathematics, as well as

professional learning for educators.

(5) Administer the New Worlds Tutoring Program that

supports school districts and schools in improving student

achievement in reading and mathematics pursuant to s. 1008.366.

Section 5. Paragraph (d) of subsection (5), paragraph (c)
of subsection (6), and paragraph (c) of subsection (9) of
section 1008.25, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1008.25 Public school student progression; student support;
coordinated screening and progress monitoring; reporting
requirements.—

(5) READING DEFICIENCY AND PARENTAL NOTIFICATION.-—

(d) The parent of any student who exhibits a substantial
deficiency in reading, as described in paragraph (a), must be
notified in writing of the following:

1. That his or her child has been identified as having a
substantial deficiency in reading, including a description and
explanation, in terms understandable to the parent, of the exact
nature of the student’s difficulty in learning and lack of
achievement in reading.

2. A description of the current services that are provided
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3. A description of the proposed intensive interventions

to the child.

and supports that will be provided to the child that are
designed to remediate the identified area of reading deficiency.

4. That if the child’s reading deficiency is not remediated
by the end of grade 3, the child must be retained unless he or
she is exempt from mandatory retention for good cause.

5. Strategies, including multisensory strategies and
programming, through a read-at-home plan the parent can use in
helping his or her child succeed in reading. The read-at-home
plan must provide access to the resources identified in
paragraph (e) +5-.

6. That the statewide, standardized English Language Arts
assessment is not the sole determiner of promotion and that
additional evaluations, portfolio reviews, and assessments are
available to the child to assist parents and the school district
in knowing when a child is reading at or above grade level and
ready for grade promotion.

7. The district’s specific criteria and policies for a
portfolio as provided in subparagraph (7) (b)4. and the evidence
required for a student to demonstrate mastery of Florida’s
academic standards for English Language Arts. A school must
immediately begin collecting evidence for a portfolio when a
student in grade 3 is identified as being at risk of retention
or upon the request of the parent, whichever occurs first.

8. The district’s specific criteria and policies for
midyear promotion. Midyear promotion means promotion of a
retained student at any time during the year of retention once

the student has demonstrated ability to read at grade level.
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9. Information about the student’s eligibility for the New
Worlds Reading Initiative under s. 1003.485 and the New Worlds
Scholarship Accounts under s. 1002.411 and information on parent
training modules and other reading engagement resources

available through the initiative.

After initial notification, the school shall apprise the parent
at least monthly of the student’s progress in response to the
intensive interventions and supports. Such communications must
be in writing and must explain any additional interventions or
supports that will be implemented to accelerate the student’s
progress if the interventions and supports already being
implemented have not resulted in improvement.

(6) MATHEMATICS DEFICIENCY AND PARENTAL NOTIFICATION.—

(c) The parent of a student who exhibits a substantial
deficiency in mathematics, as described in paragraph (a), must
be notified in writing of the following:

1. That his or her child has been identified as having a
substantial deficiency in mathematics, including a description
and explanation, in terms understandable to the parent, of the
exact nature of the student’s difficulty in learning and lack of
achievement in mathematics.

2. A description of the current services that are provided
to the child.

3. A description of the proposed intensive interventions
and supports that will be provided to the child that are
designed to remediate the identified area of mathematics
deficiency.

4. Strategies, including multisensory strategies and
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programming, through a home-based plan the parent can use in
helping his or her child succeed in mathematics. The home-based
plan must provide access to the resources identified in
paragraph (d) -e)-.

After the initial notification, the school shall apprise the
parent at least monthly of the student’s progress in response to
the intensive interventions and supports. Such communications
must be in writing and must explain any additional interventions
or supports that will be implemented to accelerate the student’s
progress if the interventions and supports already being
implemented have not resulted in improvement.

(9) COORDINATED SCREENING AND PROGRESS MONITORING SYSTEM.-—

(c) To facilitate timely interventions and supports
pursuant to subsection (4), the system must provide results from
the first two administrations of the progress monitoring to a

student’s teacher or prekindergarten instructor within 1 week

and to the student’s parent within 2 weeks after of the

administration of the progress monitoring. Delivery of results
from the comprehensive, end-of-year progress monitoring ELA
assessment for grades 3 through 10 and Mathematics assessment
for grades 3 through 8 must be in accordance with s.
1008.22(7) (h) .

1. A student’s results from the coordinated screening and
progress monitoring system must be recorded in a written, easy-
to-comprehend individual student report. Each school district
shall provide a parent secure access to his or her child’s
individual student reports through a web-based portal as part of

its student information system. Each early learning coalition
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shall provide parents the individual student report in a format
determined by state board rule.

2. In addition to the information under subparagraph (a)5.,
the report must also include parent resources that explain the
purpose of progress monitoring, assist the parent in
interpreting progress monitoring results, and support informed
parent involvement. Parent resources may include personalized
video formats.

3. The department shall annually update school districts
and early learning coalitions on new system features and
functionality and collaboratively identify with school districts
and early learning coalitions strategies for meaningfully
reporting to parents results from the coordinated screening and
progress monitoring system. The department shall develop ways to
increase the utilization, by instructional staff and parents, of
student assessment data and resources.

4, An individual student report must be provided in a
printed format upon a parent’s request.

Section 6. Section 1008.366, Florida Statutes, 1s created
to read:

1008.366 The New Worlds Tutoring Program.—

(1) The New Worlds Tutoring Program is created to support

school districts and schools in improving student achievement in

reading and mathematics by:

(a) Providing best practice science of reading guidelines

for districts in consultation with the Just Read, Florida!

Office.

(b) Providing best practice guidelines for mathematics

tutoring in alignment with Florida’s Benchmarks for Excellent
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Student Thinking (B.E.S.T.) Standards for mathematics.

(c) Establishing minimum standards that each school

district must meet to participate in the program. The minimum

standards must address:

1. Appropriate group sizes for tutoring sessions.

2. The frequency and duration of tutoring sessions.

3. Minimum staffing qualifications for tutors.

4. The use of ongoing, informal and formal assessments to

target instructional interventions.

5. Prioritization strategies for tutoring students.

(d) Providing access during the school day to additional

literacy or mathematics support through evidence-based automated

literacy tutoring software that provides each student with real-

time interventions that are based in science of reading

principles or mathematics instructional best practices and

individually tailored to the needs and ability of each student.

Access must be provided to students in kindergarten through

grade 5 enrolled in a public school who have a substantial

deficiency in reading or mathematics in accordance with s.

1008.25. The term “evidence-based” has the same meaning as in s.
1003.4201 (6) .

(e) Awarding grants to school districts which may be used

for stipends for in-person tutoring during the school day,

before and after school, or during a summer program. In-person

tutoring may be provided to, at a minimum, kindergarten through

grade 5 students enrolled in a public school who have a

substantial deficiency in reading or mathematics in accordance

with s. 1008.25. To identify eligible students, the department

shall provide the administrator with mathematics and reading
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475 |progress monitoring data for eligible kindergarten through grade

476 12 students within 30 days after the close of each progress

477 |monitoring period.

478 (f) Providing technical assistance and professional

479 learning to school districts, including:

480 1. Advising district staff on tutoring program design and

481 intervention selection upon request.

482 2. Assisting districts in reviewing tutoring programs,

483 |professional learning programs, curriculum, and resources to

484 |ensure that they adhere to the science of reading or best

485 |practices in mathematics.

486 3. Providing professional learning to district staff to

487 |build their knowledge and skills around the science of reading

488 or best practices in mathematics.

489 (2) Annually, by July 1, the administrator of the New

490 |Worlds Tutoring Program shall provide to the President of the

491 Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the

492 Commissioner of Education a report summarizing school district

493 |use of program funds and student academic outcomes as a result

494 of the additional literacy or mathematics support provided under

495 this section.

496 Section 7. Subsection (5) of section 1003.01, Florida

497 Statutes, is amended to read:

498 1003.01 Definitions.—As used in this chapter, the term:
499 (5) “Core-curricula courses” means:
500 (a) Courses in language arts/reading, mathematics, social

501 studies, and science in prekindergarten through grade 3,

502 excluding extracurricular courses pursuant to subsection (11);

503 (b) Courses in grades 4 through 8 in subjects that are
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measured by state assessment at any grade level and courses
required for middle school promotion, excluding extracurricular
courses pursuant to subsection (11);

(c) Courses in grades 9 through 12 in subjects that are
measured by state assessment at any grade level and courses that
are specifically identified by name in statute as required for
high school graduation and that are not measured by state
assessment, excluding extracurricular courses pursuant to
subsection (11);

(d) Exceptional student education courses; and

(e) English for Speakers of Other Languages courses.

The term is limited in meaning and used for the sole purpose of
designating classes that are subject to the maximum class size
requirements established in s. 1, Art. IX of the State
Constitution. This term does not include courses offered under
ss. 1002.321(4) (e) FoB232+3r+e), 1002.33(7)(a)2.c., 1002.37,
1002.45, and 1003.499.

Section 8. Subsection (2) of section 1003.499, Florida

Statutes, is amended to read:

1003.499 Florida Approved Courses and Tests (FACT)
Initiative.—

(2) FLORIDA APPROVED COURSES.—The Department of Education
shall annually publish online a list of providers approved to

offer Florida approved courses which shall be listed in the

online catalog pursuant to s. 1002.321(6) s+—3+6862-323+(5).

(a) As used in this section, the term “Florida approved
courses” means online courses provided by individuals which

include, but are not limited to, massive open online courses or
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remedial education associated with the courses that are measured
pursuant to s. 1008.22. Massive open online courses may be
authorized in the following subject areas: Algebra I, biology,
geometry, and civics. Courses may be applied toward requirements
for promotion or graduation in whole, in subparts, or in a
combination of whole and subparts. A student may not be required
to repeat subparts that are satisfactorily completed.

(b) A Florida approved course must be annually identified,
approved, published, and shared for consideration by interested
students and school districts. The Commissioner of Education
shall approve each Florida approved course for application in K-
12 public schools in accordance with rules of the State Board of
Education.

Section 9. This act shall take effect July 1, 2024.
================= T I T LE A MENIDMENT =s===============
And the title is amended as follows:

Delete everything before the enacting clause
and insert:

A bill to be entitled

An act relating to education; amending s. 1002.321,

F.S.; providing legislative findings; authorizing a

school district to receive grant funds for specified

purposes; requiring grant recipients to select an

artificial intelligence platform that meets certain
requirements; amending s. 1002.411, F.S.; revising
eligibility requirements for a New Worlds Scholarship
account; requiring a parent to use the administrator’s
system to make direct purchases of qualifying

expenditures; specifying additional qualifying
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562 expenditures; requiring that the administrator of a
563 New Worlds Scholarship account be an eligible

564 nonprofit scholarship-funding organization; requiring
565 each school district and prekindergarten provider to
566 notify the parent of each eligible student of the

567 process to request and receive a scholarship when

568 providing certain screening and progress monitoring
569 results; requiring eligible nonprofit scholarship-
570 funding organizations to develop a system that allows
571 eligible students to make direct purchases of

572 qualifying expenditures; deleting a requirement for
573 payments to be made on a quarterly basis; amending s.
574 1003.485, F.S.; revising definitions of the terms

575 “administrator” and “micro-credential”; deleting

576 responsibilities for the Department of Education

577 relating to the New Worlds Reading Initiative;

578 requiring the department to provide the administrator
579 with progress monitoring data for certain students;
580 revising the information that the administrator must
581 include in an annual financial report; making

582 technical changes; creating s. 1004.561, F.S.;

583 creating the Lastinger Center for Learning at the

584 University of Florida; providing the duties of the
585 center; amending s. 1008.25, F.S.; making technical
586 changes; requiring that the progress monitoring system
587 provide prekindergarten instructors with certain

588 results within a specified timeframe; creating s.

589 1008.366, F.S.; creating the New Worlds Tutoring

590 Program; providing the purpose of the program;
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providing requirements for the program; requiring the
administrator of the program to provide a report to
specified entities by a specified date annually;
amending ss. 1003.01 and 1003.499, F.S.; conforming

cross-references; providing an effective date.
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