FL ORI DA H O U S E O F R E P RESENTATI V E S

CS/HB 739 2024

1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to the North Brevard County Hospital
3 District, Brevard County; amending chapter 2003-362,
4 Laws of Florida; revising the appointment and
5 membership of the district board; requiring the board
6 to determine the operating budget and estimated
7 revenues of the district; removing provisions relating
8 to ad valorem taxation; revising disposition of assets
9 and liabilities in the event of dissolution of the
10 district; requiring the district to conduct a
11 valuation; requiring the district to solicit bids for
12 the sale of district assets; providing for transfer;
13 providing for dissolution of the district; providing
14 that offices and terms of members of the board shall
15 end on a certain date; providing an exception;
16 prohibiting certain actions relating to district
17 assets; providing an effective date.
18
19 Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
20
21 Section 1. Sections 2, 6, and 17 of section 3 of chapter
22 2003-362, Laws of Florida, are amended, and section 24 is added
23 to that section, to read:
24 Section 2. The governing body authority of the district
25 shall be known as the North Brevard County Hospital District
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26 Board. The board shall constitute a body politic and a body

27 corporate; it may adopt and use a common seal; it may contract
28 and be contracted with; and it may sue and be sued in its

29 corporate name or in the corporate name of the district.

30
31 The board shall be composed of five aime members appointed
32 by the Governor. All members shall be qualified electors of the

33 district. The Governor shall issue a public notice soliciting

34 citizen nominations for board members within 120 days after the

35 effective date of this act. The nomination solicitation period

36 shall remain open for at least 30 days after the date of the

37 public notice. The Governor shall appoint initial members to the

38| Dboard from among the nominees within 60 days after the close of

39 the nomination solicitation period. The initial terms of office

40 for the five members shall commence at upon their appointment,

41 with terms designated as follows: three members shall serve

42 until October 1, 2026, and two members shall serve until October

43 1, 2028. The Governor shall have a citizen nomination

44 solicitation period for at least 30 days and appoint members for

45 subsequent terms from among the nominees. Members appointed for

46 subsequent terms shall be appointed for 4-year terms commencing

47 on October 1 of the year in which they are appointed. If a

48 member is appointed to complete an unexpired term, the member's

49 term shall commence at the time of appointment and shall

50 continue through the remainder of the unexpired term. The
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Section 24. (a) On or after October 1, 2024, the board

160
161l
162
163
164
165
166
167
168
169
170
171
172
173
174
175

shall adopt a resolution to commence a valuation o

f the

district's assets.

The board shall contract with an independent

entity that has at least 5 years of experience con

ducting

comparable evaluations of hospital organizations s

imilar in size

and function to conduct the valuation according to

applicable

industry best practices. The independent entity ma

y not have any

current affiliation with or financial involvement

in the

district, any support corporation of the district,

the Jess

Parrish Medical Foundation, Inc., or any member of

the board.

The valuation must be completed and a final report

presented to

the board no later than 180 days after the date on

which the

valuation is commenced. The final report shall be

published on

the district's website.

The final report must include a

statement signed by the chair of the board and the

chief

executive officer of the independent entity conducting the
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176 valuation that, based on each person's reasonable knowledge and

177 belief, the contents and conclusions of the wvaluation are true

178 and correct.

179 (b) No later than 30 days after the date on which the

180 board receives the final report, the board must adopt a

181 resolution commencing the process of soliciting bids for the

182 district's assets. The resolution must be made available

183 simultaneously to all potential bidders, must include the time

184 and date for the receipt of bids and of the public opening, and

185 must include all applicable contractual terms and conditions,

186 including the criteria to be used in determining acceptability

187 and relative merit of the bid. The resolution shall establish a

188 minimum acceptable bid for the district's assets based on a

189 commercially reasonable value and require bidders to enter into

190 an enforceable commitment that programs and services provided by

191 the district for indigent care must be continued in perpetuity,

192 unless otherwise agreed to by the Board of County Commissioners

193 of Brevard County.

194 (c) Upon completion of the sale of the district's assets,

195 all liabilities and any proceeds from the sale shall be

196 transferred to the Board of County Commissioners of Brevard

197 County. Proceeds received by the board of county commissioners

198| pursuant to this section shall first be used to satisfy all

199 liabilities of the former district.

200 (d) No later than 30 days after the complete transfer of
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201 assets and liabilities as provided in paragraph (c), the

202 district shall notify the Florida Department of Commerce. The

203| district shall be dissolved automatically upon receipt of the

204 notice by the department.

205 Section 2. The offices and terms of all members of the

206| ©North Brevard County Hospital District Board existing as of the

207 effective date of this act shall end as of the effective date of

208 this act, but such members may continue to serve until a

209 successor in office is appointed and qualified. Until successors

210 are appointed and qualified to replace all of the members of the

211| board existing as of the effective date of this act, board

212 members, officers, and employees of the district may not sell,

213 dispose of, encumber, transfer, or expend the assets of the

214 district as such assets existed as of October 1, 2023, other

215 than in the ordinary course of business.

216 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a law.
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