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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to the school readiness program;
amending s. 1002.81, F.S.; revising the definition of
the term “economically disadvantaged”; amending s.
1002.84, F.S.; revising requirements for the sliding
fee scale for families receiving school readiness
program services to include a new method to calculate
parent copayments at the time of eligibility
determination and annually thereafter, regardless of
the number of children; revising the methodology for
distributing school readiness program funds to
eligible providers; amending s. 1002.85, F.S.;
revising requirements for the data elements that must
be collected and reported by the Department of
Education; revising the date by which the report must
be implemented; amending s. 1002.89, F.S.; revising
the method for determining the annual allocation for
the school readiness program; deleting a provision
relating to certain expenditures from the Gold Seal
Quality Care Program allocation; deleting a provision
relating to certain expenditures from the differential
payment program allocation; deleting a provision
relating to certain expenditures from the special
needs differential allocation; amending s. 1002.90,
F.S.; requiring that provider reimbursement rates be
established based on certain information; deleting a
requirement for the Early Learning Programs Estimating
Conference to provide official cost-of-care

information to the Legislature; providing an effective
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date.

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Legislature to preserve
parent choice and ensure that young children have access to
high-quality early education opportunities that promote
kindergarten readiness and prepare them for later economic
success, and

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Legislature to increase
workforce participation, strengthen this state’s economy, and
support low-income families on a path to reach economic self-

sufficiency, NOW, THEREFORE,

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (6) of section 1002.81, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

1002.81 Definitions.—Consistent with the requirements of 45
C.F.R. parts 98 and 99 and as used in this part, the term:

(6) “Economically disadvantaged” means having a family

income that does not exceed 55 percent of the state median

income 150—pereent—of—+thefederalpoverty—tevedr and includes

being a child of a working migratory family as defined by 34
C.F.R. s. 200.81(d) or (f) or an agricultural worker who is
employed by more than one agricultural employer during the
course of a year, and whose income varies according to weather
conditions and market stability.

Section 2. Subsections (9) and (17) of section 1002.84,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1002.84 Early learning coalitions; school readiness powers
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and duties.—Each early learning coalition shall:
(9) Implement Establish a parent sliding fee scale that

provides for the calculation of a parent copayment at the time

of the eligibility determination and for an annual eligibility

redetermination thereafter, which increases in percentage with a

parent’s income, regardless of the number of children, as

follows:

(a) A parent whose income is at or below 60 percent of the

state median income is responsible for a copayment of 7 percent

of his or her income.

(b) A parent whose income is above 60 percent but at or

below 65 percent of the state median income is responsible for a

copayment of 9 percent of his or her income.

(c) A parent whose income is above 65 percent but at or

below 75 percent of the state median income is responsible for a

copayment of 11 percent of his or her income.

(d) A parent whose income is above 75 percent but at or

below 80 percent of the state median income is responsible for a

copayment of 13 percent of his or her income.

(e) A parent whose income is above 80 percent but at or

below 85 percent of the state median income is responsible for a

copayment of 15 percent of his or her income.

The parent copayment for a child who receives part-time care is

50 percent of the copayment amount calculated in paragraphs (a)-

e) that 45 net-a barrier £ O T S IR [, 1 vendt oo
CITTrCT ) TToOCT L [P & i S mp - \—awy [ S @5 1 ) 1 i S e [=] - A _I_V_Lll\j [SAYE ¥ AW AW g u - (& AW iy [(=xe)

program—serviees. A coalition may waive the copayment for an at-
risk child or temporarily waive the copayment for a child whose

family’s income is at or below the federal poverty level or
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88| whose family experiences a natural disaster or an event that

89 limits the parent’s ability to pay, such as incarceration,

90 placement in residential treatment, or becoming homeless, or an
91| emergency situation such as a household fire or burglary, or

92| while the parent is participating in parenting classes or

93| participating in an Early Head Start program or Head Start

94 Program. A parent may not transfer school readiness program

95 services to another school readiness program provider until the
96| parent has submitted documentation from the current school

97| readiness program provider to the early learning coalition

98 stating that the parent has satisfactorily fulfilled the

99| copayment obligation.
100 (17) (a) Distribute the school readiness program funds as
101 allocated in the General Appropriations Act to £he eligible

102| providers using the provider cost of care or reimbursement rates

103 developed in accordance with s. 1002.90. fellewingmethodology:

104 | For N NP -C LR —R T B~ i = STz 7 ENEZS N IR W SN B I I BN
LT e [ S e T AW i iy [ S T AP & R . _L\_,(_/LJ_J.J._LJ.J.& U(_/L_L_LL_,_LUJ.J.,
105 mirl a1l +1 oot £ oo bz oo 1laszal S Atz AAA 2 o
Mmortcrpry it~ CoOoS Tt O Caofe—Ooy CaofC——=C v POVt —=1it—5~
106 1002 0N <y +1 oot il o Ao T oo oty Az AAA 2 o
TUUZ T U Oy e CoOuitty S COMPatfaorC—wagtC——TaCt o PO vt ——=1t—5—~
107 1011 a2 (D)
TU LT+ O =7
108 2 T o St <g N~~~ o 1 N A2 NN~ bhefor Tarniinr<z 1
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111 4823054 +muttiptythe provider reimbursement—rates—for—+that
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(Avavssne iy cHC—at oo ottt taCtoTr  SpCtTrrCO T criiC—oCTCTo =T
113 Narnrornri s arme N ~t
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(b) Distribute to each eligible provider the minimum
provider reimbursement rate, by provider type and care level,
regardless of the provider’s private pay rate. All minimum
provider reimbursement rates shall be charged as direct services

pursuant to s. 1002.89.

FEach early learning coalition with approved minimum provider
reimbursement rates for the infant to age 5 care levels that are
higher than the minimum provider reimbursement rates developed

in accordance with s. 1002.90 establishedinthis subseetion may

continue to implement its approved minimum provider
reimbursement rates until the rates established in this
subsection exceed its approved rates.

Section 3. Subsection (5) of section 1002.85, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

1002.85 Early learning coalition plans.—

(5) The department shall collect and report data on
coalition delivery of early learning programs. Data elements

must skhaldt include, but are not limited to, measures related to

progress toward fewards reducing the number of children on the
waiting list, the percentage of children served by the program
as compared to the number of administrative staff and overhead,
the percentage of children served compared to total number of

children younger than awader the age of 5 years whose family

income is below 55 percent of the state median income +56
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pereent—of the federal poverty—tevel, provider payment
processes, fraud intervention, child attendance and stability,
use of child care resource and referral, and kindergarten
readiness outcomes for children in the Voluntary Prekindergarten
Education Program or the school readiness program upon entry
into kindergarten. The department shall request input from the
coalitions and school readiness program providers before
finalizing the format and data to be used. The report must shaix
be implemented beginning July 1, 2025 2644, and results of the
report must be included in the annual report under s. 1002.82.

Section 4. Subsection (1) of section 1002.89, Florida
Statutes, 1is amended to read:

1002.89 School readiness program; funding.—

(1) DETERMINATION OF EARLY LEARNING COALITION SCHOOL
READINESS PROGRAM FUNDING.—Funding for the school readiness
program shall be used by the early learning coalitions in
accordance with this part and the General Appropriations Act.

(a) School readiness program allocation.—If the annual
allocation for the school readiness program is not determined in
the General Appropriations Act or the substantive bill
implementing the General Appropriations Act, it must shadd be

determined based on a calculation that considers, at a minimum,

full-time equivalent program enrollment estimates per care

level, approved cost of care or provider reimbursement rates

developed in accordance with s. 1002.90, the total school

readiness eligible population as adopted by the Early Learning

Programs Estimating Conference pursuant to s. 216.136(8), and

coalition administrative and indirect service costs as allowed

pursuant to s. 1002.89(4). as—Ffelleows:
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204| Ffederattargeted reqguirements—feor improving guality—to—the
205| extent—altowable dnthe statel s approvedLthitd Care—and
206| Development—Fund—Plan~
207 (d) Special needs differential allocation.—There is created
208| the special needs differential allocation to assist eligible
209 school readiness program providers to implement the special

210 needs rate provisions defined in the state’s approved Child Care

211 and Development Fund Plan. Subjeet—toJlegistative appropriations

212| eaeh—early learning—ecoalitionshall be reimbursed based—on

213] eetget—expenditures—PexpendituresFfreom the Sheciaotreeds

214 drfferential allocation—shall beused by the depaortment—+ohelp

215| meet—federaltargetedreguirements—for improving gualtity—+te—the

216 extent—attowabledn—+the statel s approvedptan

217 Section 5. Section 1002.90, Florida Statutes, is amended to
218 read:

219 1002.90 School readiness cost-of-care information.—

2201 Annually, the principals of the Early Learning Programs
221| Estimating Conference established in s. 216.136(8) shall develop

2272 official cost-of-care information or provider reimbursement

223| rates based on actual school readiness direct services program

224 expenditures and information provided pursuant to s. 1002.895.
225| Conference principals shall agree on the cost of child care by
226 care level and provider type, the provider type weights if

227 applicable, and the methods of computation. The department shall
228| provide the conference principals with all requested and

229| necessary data to develop such information. The data may include
230 a matrix by early learning coalition of any full-time equivalent
231 changes made by the Division of Early Learning as part of its

232 administration of the school readiness program. FheFEarlty
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