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Florida Senate - 2024 SB 938

By Senator Yarborough

4-00255-24 2024938
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to dentistry; amending s. 466.006,
F.S.; deleting the role of the Board of Dentistry in
the administration of the licensure examination for
dentists; deleting the requirement for the board to
establish an examination fee; revising requirements
for licensure as a dentist; deleting a time limitation
on the validity of certain licensure examination
results; conforming provisions to changes made by the
act; deleting a requirement that certain applicants
for licensure engage in the full-time practice of
dentistry inside the geographic boundaries of this
state for 1 year after licensure; deleting provisions
related to compliance with and enforcement of such
requirement; amending s. 466.009, F.S.; conforming a
provision to changes made by the act; deleting a
board-imposed reexamination fee; amending s. 466.0135,
F.S.; revising continuing education requirements for

dentists; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1), subsection (2),
paragraph (b) of subsection (4), and subsections (5) and (6) of
section 466.006, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

466.006 Examination of dentists.—

(1)

(b) Any person desiring to be licensed as a dentist must

shatt apply to the department te—takethe tiecensureexaminations
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91 (4) Notwithstanding any other provision of law in chapter

92 456 pertaining to the clinical dental licensure examination or
93 national examinations, to be licensed as a dentist in this
94 state, an applicant must successfully complete both of the
95 following:
96 (b) A practical or clinical examination, which must be the
97| American Dental Licensing Examination produced by the American
98 Board of Dental Examiners, Inc., or its successor entity, if
99| any, which #hat is administered in this state, provided that the
100 board has attained, and continues to maintain thereafter,
101 representation on the board of directors of the American Board
102 of Dental Examiners, the examination development committee of
103 the American Board of Dental Examiners, and such other
104 committees of the American Board of Dental Examiners as the
105 board deems appropriate by rule to assure that the standards

106| established herein are maintained organizationally. A—passing
107| seere—on—thetmerican Pental icensing Bxamination administered

108 tr—Ehis—stateds—validfor 365 days—after+the date—the offiecialt
109| examination—resutts—are—publisheds
110 1. As an alternative to such practical or clinical

111| examination, an applicant may submit scores from an American
112 Dental Licensing Examination previously administered in a

113 jurisdiction other than this state after October 1, 2011, and
114 such examination results are shaiti—be recognized as valid for
115| the purpose of licensure in this state. A passing score on the

116| American Dental Licensing Examination administered out of state
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1s shatd—Pbe the same as the passing score for the American
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have completed the examination after October 1, 2011. This
subparagraph may not be given retroactive application.

2. If the date of an applicant’s passing American Dental
Licensing Examination scores from an examination previously
administered in a jurisdiction other than this state under
subparagraph 1. is older than 365 days, such scores are
nevertheless valid for the purpose of licensure in this state,
but only if the applicant demonstrates that all of the following
additional standards have been met:

a. The applicant completed the American Dental Licensing
Examination after October 1, 2011. This sub-subparagraph may not
be given retroactive application.s

b. The applicant graduated from a dental school accredited
by the American Dental Association Commission on Dental
Accreditation or its successor entity, if any, or any other
dental accrediting organization recognized by the United States
Department of Education. Provided, however, if the applicant did
not graduate from such a dental school, the applicant may submit
proof of having successfully completed a full-time supplemental
general dentistry program accredited by the American Dental
Association Commission on Dental Accreditation of at least 2
consecutive academic years at such accredited sponsoring
institution. Such program must provide didactic and clinical
education at the level of a D.D.S. or D.M.D. program accredited

by the American Dental Association Commission on Dental
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146| Accreditation. For purposes of this sub-subparagraph, a
147 supplemental general dentistry program does not include an
148 advanced education program in a dental specialty.s+
149 c. The applicant currently possesses a valid and active
150 dental license in good standing, with no restriction, which has
151 never been revoked, suspended, restricted, or otherwise
152| disciplined, from another state or territory of the United
153 States, the District of Columbia, or the Commonwealth of Puerto
154 Rico.+
155 d. The applicant must disclose to the board during the
156| application process if submits—preef—that he or she has rever
157| Dbeen reported to the National Practitioner Data Bank, the

158 Healthcare Integrity and Protection Data Bank, or the American
159| Association of Dental Boards Clearinghouse. This sub-

160 subparagraph does not apply if the applicant successfully

161 appealed to have his or her name removed from the data banks of
162| these agencies.s

163 e. (I) (A) The applicant submits proof of having been

164 consecutively engaged in the full-time practice of dentistry in
165 another state or territory of the United States, the District of
166| Columbia, or the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico in the 5 years

167 immediately preceding the date of application for licensure in
168 this state; or

169 (B) If the applicant has been licensed in another state or
170 territory of the United States, the District of Columbia, or the
171 Commonwealth of Puerto Rico for less than 5 years, the applicant
172 submits proof of having been engaged in the full-time practice

173| of dentistry since the date of his or her initial licensure.

174 (IT) As used in this section, “full-time practice” 1is
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175 defined as a minimum of 1,200 hours per year for each and—every
176 year in the consecutive 5-year period or, when applicable, the
177 period since initial licensure, and must include any combination
178 of the following:
179 (A) Active clinical practice of dentistry providing direct
180| patient care.
181 (B) Full-time practice as a faculty member employed by a
182 dental or dental hygiene school approved by the board or
183| accredited by the American Dental Association Commission on
184 Dental Accreditation.
185 (C) Full-time practice as a student at a postgraduate
186| dental education program approved by the board or accredited by
187 the American Dental Association Commission on Dental
188| Accreditation.
189 (ITTI) The board shall develop rules to determine what type
190 of proof of full-time practice is required and to recoup the
191 cost to the board of verifying full-time practice under this

192 section. Such proof must, at a minimum, be:

193 (A) Admissible as evidence in an administrative proceeding;
194 (B) Submitted in writing;
195 (C) Submitted by —the applticantunder oath with pernalties—of

196 pertory—attacheds

197 4B} Further documented by an applicant’s annual income tax

198 return filed with the Internal Revenue Service for each year in

199| the preceding 5-year period or, if the applicant has been

200| practicing for less than 5 years, the period since initial

201 licensure affidavit—eof Ssomeconeunrelatedteo—+the applticant—wheo—3s

202 O e I N S A N I I ST R -
[ S @ I ) ) A N S Wy @ R W LT CTT LS i By L/Lb/t/_l__l_k/ul.lk, =] t/J_L/Lk/L,_Lk/\_/ (&

203| portireglarity—that—theopplticant—hasbeen——engaged—ain—Ftuli—time
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204| praetiee; and
205 (D) 45> Specifically found by the board to be both credible

206| and admissible.
207 (IV) The board may excuse applicants from the 1,200-hour

208 requirement in the event of hardship, as defined by the board.

209 Ay ~L£L£3 Aors 4 £ Al<z +1 P [ P i L SN S SIPG AN | = £ £
1T | € R I N S N i 5 VA Sy W L\ \JLLL_Y T utJtJLL\./ulll. ) IO T u\.z\.thJl—LALULC tJ.L\J\J.L L\

210 £.171 + 2 Nract 4o~ 11 oo 1+ 1o Fart A 4+ ot~ + sz a~m n
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211 1mmmrala+a~s 4+ + 1 AT 4 N~ g haao ~Aran~nrnT lern oz Ay £ + 1
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212 AN B AVENEVND 3 A P NE NPT S B T +1K bhroard A moa 1+ N~~~ o + ~ oo
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213 ceredibility or aceuraey,—the boaord moy regurre—the applrecant—oxr
214 + N B BVENEVND N Ao it Ao oA+ VAN SANE SN + hroard mA o <o

T ut/t/_l__l_k/ullk., =] W LT CITICT OO OO |y ut/t/\.,uJ_ [NV A PR B U S ) T O T IO (Y wLw 5 \.j_LV\.,
215 N + at 1t nAA ~ + 1

|\ Sy @ i l—CnJl—Llll\Jll_y | I i A & o oA CTITy
216 f. The applicant submits documentation that he or she has

217 completed, or will complete before he or she is licensed in this
218 state, continuing education equivalent to this state’s

219 requirements for the last full reporting biennium.s

220 g. The applicant proves that he or she has never been

221 convicted of, or pled nolo contendere to, regardless of

222 adjudication, any felony or misdemeanor related to the practice
223 of a health care profession in any jurisdiction.s

224 h. The applicant has successfully passed a written

225 examination on the laws and rules of this state regulating the
226| practice of dentistry and the computer-based diagnostic skills
2277| examination.;—ane

228 i. The applicant submits documentation that he or she has
229 successfully completed the applicable examination administered
2301 by the Joint Commission on National Dental Examinations or its
231 successor organization.

232 (5) (a) The practical examination required under subsection
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233 (4) is the American Dental Licensing Examination developed by
234 the American Board of Dental Examiners, Inc., or its successor
235| entity, if any, provided the board finds that the successor
236| entity’s clinical examination complies with the provisions of
237 this section, and must include, at a minimum, all of the

238 following:

239 1. A comprehensive diagnostic skills examination covering
240 the full scope of dentistry and an examination on applied

241 clinical diagnosis and treatment planning in dentistry for

242| dental candidates.s

243 2. Two restorations on a manikin that has typodont teeth
244 with simulated caries as approved by the Commission on Dental
245 Competency Assessments. The board by rule shall determine the
246| class of such restorations.s+

247 3. A demonstration of periodontal skills on a manikin that
248 has typodont teeth with simulated calculus as approved by the
249 Commission on Dental Competency Assessments.s

250 4. A demonstration of prosthetics and restorative skills in
251 complete and partial dentures and crowns and bridges and the
252 utilization of practical methods of evaluation, specifically
253 including the evaluation by the candidate of completed

254 laboratory products such as, but not limited to, crowns and

255 inlays filled to prepared model teeth.s

256 5. A demonstration of restorative skills on a manikin which
257 requires the candidate to complete procedures performed in

258| preparation for a cast restoration.s

259 6. A demonstration of endodontic skills.;—ane

260 7. A diagnostic skills examination demonstrating ability to

261| diagnose conditions within the human oral cavity and its
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adjacent tissues and structures from photographs, slides,
radiographs, or models pursuant to rules of the board. If an

applicant fail
three attempts

S to pass the diagnostic skills examination in

, the applicant is not eligible for reexamination

unless she or he completes additional educational requirements

established by the board.
(b) Th Adornartmant o117 PP AWE T I~ U T —N SN = board 4mn o~ S g~
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4e> If the applicant fails to pass the clinical examination

in three attempts,

the applicant is shad* not be eligible for

reexamination unless she or he completes additional educational

requirements e

(c) e Th

stablished by the board.;—and

e board may by rule provide for additional

procedures that whieh are to be tested, provided such procedures

are shaltl—Pbe cC
board by rule
procedure and

rules may not

ommon to the practice of general dentistry. The
shall determine the passing grade for each

the acceptable variation for examiners. Ne Such

apply retroactively.
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407 shall not be limited to, attendance at lectures, study clubs,

408 college postgraduate courses, or scientific sessions of

409| conventions; and research, graduate study, teaching, or service
410| as a clinician. Programs of continuing education shall be

411 acceptable when adhering to the following general guidelines:

412 (c) The board may also authorize up to 3 hours of credit

413| biennially for a practice management course that includes

414 instruction on principles of ethical practice management,

415| prevides substance abuse, effective communication with patients,
416| time management, or and burnout prevention instruetion.
417 Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2024.
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