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1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the Department of Highway Safety

3 and Motor Vehicles operations; amending s. 207.001,

4 F.S.; revising a short title; amending s. 207.002,

5 F.S.; revising definitions for the Florida Motor Fuel
6 Use Tax Act; amending ss. 207.003, 207.008, 207.013,

7 207.014, 207.023, and 207.0281, F.S.; conforming

8 provisions to changes made by the act; amending s.

9 207.004, F.S.; requiring licensure in lieu of

10 registration of motor carriers operating certain

11 qualified motor vehicles; requiring qualified vehicles
12 to carry copy of license or make the license available
13 electronically; specifying how fuel tax decals are to
14 be displayed on qualified motor vehicles; requiring

15 the department or its authorized agent to issue

16 licenses and fuel tax decals; requiring fuel tax decal
17 renewal orders to be submitted electronically;

18 revising required contents of temporary fuel-use

19 permits; deleting provisions for driveway permits;
20 amending s. 207.005, F.S.; revising due dates for
21 motor fuel use tax returns; requiring tax returns to
22 be submitted electronically; amending s. 207.007,
23 F.S.; revising requirements for calculation of
24 interest due for delinquent tax; providing penalties
25 for any person who counterfeits, alters, manufactures,
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26 or sells fuel tax licenses, fuel tax decals, or
27 temporary fuel-use permits except under certain
28 circumstances; amending s. 207.011, F.S.; authorizing
29 the department to inspect specified documents of motor
30 carriers, motor fuel retail dealers, and wholesale
31 distributors to verify tax returns; amending s.
32 207.019, F.S.; requiring motor carriers to destroy
33 fuel tax decals under certain circumstances and notify
34 the department; amending s. 212.08, F.S.; conforming
35 provisions to changes made by the act; amending s.
36 316.065, F.S.; revising the apparent amount of
37 property damage that requires the driver of a vehicle
38 involved in a crash to notify law enforcement of the
39 crash; amending s. 316.545, F.S.; conforming
40 provisions to changes made by the act; amending s.
41 318.15, F.S.; revising methods by which the department
42 must issue an order suspending a driver license;
43 amending s. 319.35, F.S.; conforming a cross-
44 reference; amending s. 320.02, F.S.; revising vehicle
45 registration requirements except for certain members
46 of the United States Armed Forces; requiring
47 applicants to provide proof of address; revising
48 requirements for documenting an applicant's address
49 and proof of legal presence; defining the term "REAL
50 ID driver's license or identification card";
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51 conforming provisions; amending s. 320.605, 320.63,
52 and 322.292, F.S.; revising terminology; amending ss.
53 320.95, 322.08, and 328.30, F.S.; revising the
54 purposes for which the department may provide
55 notification by electronic mail; amending s. 322.01,
56 F.S.; revising definition of the term "tank vehicle";
57 amending ss. 322.18, 322.21, and 322.251, F.S.;
58 authorizing the department to provide electronic
59 notification in lieu of United States mail for
60 providing certain orders and notices; amending ss.
61 322.2616, 322.245, 324.171, 322.64, and 324.091, F.S.;
62 conforming provisions to changes made by the act;
63 providing an effective date.

64
65| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
66
67 Section 1. Section 207.001, Florida Statutes, is amended
68 to read:

69 207.001 Short title.—This chapter shall be known as the
70 "Florida Piesel—Fuet—and Motor Fuel Use Tax Act oF398%," and
71 the taxes levied under this chapter shall be in addition to all
72 other taxes imposed by law.

73 Section 2. Section 207.002, Florida Statutes, is amended
74| to read:

75 207.002 Definitions.—As used in this chapter, the term:
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101 States, province of Canada, or other jurisdiction that is a

102| member of the International Fuel Tax Agreement.

103 (6)4+H "Motor carrier" means any person owning,
104| controlling, operating, or managing any motor vehicle used to
105 transport persons or property over any public highway.

106 (7)48)> "Motor fuel" means any fuel placed in the fuel

107 supply storage unit of a qualified motor vehicle, including an

108 alternative fuel such as pure methanol, ethanol, or other

109 alcohol; a blend of 85 percent or more alcohol with gasoline;

110| natural gas and liquified fuel produced from natural gas;

111| propane; coal-derived liquified fuel; hydrogen; electricity;

112 pure biodiesel (B100) fuel, other than alcohol, derived from

113 biological materials; P-series fuel; or any other type of fuel

114 or energy used to propel a qualified motor vehicle what—3s

115 commeonty—kpowa—anad—sotdas—gasotineand fuels containing =
Y I g
116| mixture—eofgaseolineand—other produets.
117 "Operate," "operated," "operation," or "operating"
14 14

118| means aad—dnretudes the utilization in any form of any qualified
119 ecommereiatr motor vehicle, whether loaded or empty, whether

120 utilized for compensation or not for compensation, and whether
121 owned by or leased to the motor carrier who uses it or causes it
122 to be used.

123 (9)«+ "Qualified Cemmereiad motor vehicle" means any

124 vehicle not owned or operated by a governmental entity which

125| wuses diesel—Ffuwel—oer motor fuel on the public highways; and which
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has two axles and a gross vehicle weight or registered gross

vehicle weight in excess of 26,000 pounds, or has three or more

axles regardless of weight, or is used in combination when the
weight of such combination exceeds 26,000 pounds gross vehicle

weight or registered gross vehicle weight. The term excludes any

recreational vehicle or vehicle owned or operated by a community

transportation coordinator as defined in s. 427.011 or by a
private operator that provides public transit services under
contract with such a provider.

(10) "Person" means amd—inetwdes natural persons,
corporations, copartnerships, firms, companies, agencies, or
associations, singular or plural.

(11) "Public highway" means any public street, road, or

highway in this state.

(1D DAt oty W o o Ao~ 1 e~ nam r oA~ o
\J_ [ LC\j_LQL_J_ullL_ IO (& tJC.LQUll LI WITOWO O T A TITTITC O (&
szeakh 1 ~1 a Ny~ T A oA A
A\ i R S U S ) tJ_L\JtJC.L_L_Y J_C\j_LQL—C.LC\J-o
(12)44+3> "Use," "uses," or "used" means the consumption of

diesel—fuet—or motor fuel in a qualified eemmereiat motor
vehicle for the propulsion thereof.

Section 3. Section 207.003, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

207.003 Privilege tax levied.—A tax for the privilege of
operating any qualified eemmereizst motor vehicle upon the public
highways of this state shall be levied upon every motor carrier

at a rate which includes the minimum rates provided in parts I,
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151 IT, and IV of chapter 206 on each gallon of diesel—Ffwel—er motor

152 fuel used for the propulsion of a qualified eemmereialt motor

153| wvehicle by such motor carrier within the state.

154 Section 4. Section 207.004, Florida Statutes, is amended

155 to read:

156 207.004 Licensing Registratien of motor carriers; fuel tax

157| decals iderntifyingdeviees; fees; renewals; temporary fuel-use

158| permits anddriveaway permits.—

159 (1) (a) A Ne motor carrier may not shald operate or cause

160 to be operated in this state any qualified eemmereiat motor

161 vehicle, other than a Florida-based qualified eemmereiat motor

162 vehicle that travels Florida intrastate mileage only, that uses

163| ddiesedl—Ffuwedl—or motor fuel until such carrier is licensed has

164| registered—withthe department—or—has—registered under the

165 International Fuel Tax Agreement a—eooperative reeiprocat

166 agreement—as—deseribed—dn s+——20F028——after Ssueh +timeas—+this

167 state—enters—intesueh agreement; and has been issued fuel tax

168| decals an—3dentifyingdeviee or such carrier has been issued a

169 temporary fuel-use permit as authorized under subsection (4)

170| subseetions—+4)r—and—+5> for each vehicle operated. The fee for

171 each set of fuel tax decals issued is Thereshall -beaFfee—-of $4

172 per year or any fraction thereof. A copy of the license must be

173 carried in each vehicle or made available electronically fe¥

174 caeh—sugeh identifying deviee—3dssued. The fuel tax decals

175
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176| be conspicuously displayed on the qualified eemmereiat motor
177| wvehicle as prescribed by the instructions on the reverse side of

178 the decals department while the vehicle 4+t is being operated on

179| the public highways of this state. The transfer of a fuel tax

180| decal an—identifying deviee from one vehicle to another vehicle
181 or from one motor carrier to another motor carrier is

182| prohibited. The department or its authorized agent shall issue

183 the licenses and fuel tax decals.

184 (b) The motor carrier to whom fuel tax decals have an

185 fdentifyingdeviee—has been issued is shaltd—Pe solely

186 responsible for the proper use of the fuel tax decals

187| 4ddentifyingdeviee by its employees, consignees, or lessees.
188 (2) Fuel tax decals *dentifyingdeviees shall be issued

189| each year for the period January 1 through December 31, or any

190| portion thereof, if tax returns and tax payments, when

191 applicable, have been submitted to the department for all prior
192 reporting periods. Fuel tax decals Fdentifyingdeviees may be

193| displayed for the next succeeding indicia period beginning

194 December 1 of each year. Beginning October 1, 2025, except as

195 otherwise authorized by the department, all fuel tax decal

196 renewal orders must be electronically submitted through an

197 online system prescribed by the department.

198 (3) If a motor carrier licensed in this state no longer

199 operates or causes to be operated in this state any qualified =

200 ecommereitatr motor vehicle, the fuel tax decal for each motor
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carrier that is no longer operated or caused to be operated by

the motor carrier identifyingdeviee shall be destroyed and the
motor carrier to whom the fuel tax decal was dewviee—was 1ssued

must skhadt notify the department immediately by letter of such

removal and of the number of fuel tax decal theFdentifying

deviee that was has—been destroyed.

(4) A motor carrier, before operating a qualified
commereiatr motor vehicle on the public highways of this state,
must require each motor vehicle to display a fuel tax decal an

identifyingdeviee as required under subsections (1) and (2) or

must obtain a temporary fuel-use permit for that vehicle as

d d 'n b t n 5 N +eomim gy L1171 10 Nearma+ a1
pIOVl e 1 supsectlio . ¥ cCMpOTraory ot oSS pCrmTrc STt T
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tomer gy L1017 o Nerma s 2o S0 anA + 4 noarma + mrt o +h
cCIpPpOTary rtoCoTr ooC Pt TS 1oy ot caC—pCrimrtc CxXTCihipt s ciic
sazeh 1 ~1 freom +h naszmant £ +1h mataoy £ il v A= anl ESS 1+
VeI T CTr & ot caC—paymcitc O &Moo Tt ot O O CsSCT——TToatCTT—tazx
Tmra oA Nnder +haa Aot~y Aiaang N~ +torm £ Ao hacoh + 1 nAarma +
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ER T T | Haotvaeszar +h zoah 1 ~1 1o At met Fram o~ ocza ey
o varitt. ITOwWSveIy chC— v eI CTrC— T o 1Ot CxXTCMp Tt Tt T Ot poay it ot
1 + S+ N PG EELAE 2N
TOoC T Ctozx—ot oS pultP

(5) (a) A registered motor carrier holding a valid license

o1 ot vt o n -tz EEE WA SN N E Lo o £ +1h
ToCcracIt ol nayy O OTT paylncItTc  OT cIIT

U

45 £
To— T

may eertifieate—-of—re
per—permits secure from the department, or any wire service
authorized by the department, a temporary fuel-use permit.

(b) The fee for a temporary fuel-use permit is $45. A

temporary fuel-use permit expires 10 days after the date of

issuance and exempts the vehicle from payment of the motor fuel
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226| tax imposed under this chapter during the period for which the

227 permit is valid. However, this paragraph does not exempt the

228 vehicle from payment at the pump of any fuel taxes imposed under

229 chapter 206.

230 (c) A blank temporary fuel-use permit—before—its—uses

231] must be—execeuvted by the motor carrier—3n Ink or typer—sSo—as—+te
232 identify the carrier, the vehicle to which the permit is

233 assigned, and the permit's effective date and expiration date

Th

234 +h o+ + 4 zah 1 o~ 1o Nl AN~ 2 A stz A A Lo etz o~
cihac ot verrrCrC— TS praCCO i ot oMo v O -t o ST v CC— T
235 tommar s f£aaal e Nearma+ a1 ] o alhats o A~ A4
cCCIpPpOTary rtoacocT oaoC pPpCTrimrtc Sitart ot oO Sitow o COoOmMpTrctc
236 T dent 1 £ A0 A £ +1h zah 1 o~ " tah1 o~k 4 norma+ 1o+ 12N oA
TOCTTcrrrCa OO cnC— v eCrr CrC— O wirr Cit— cC—pCTrimrc Tt o5 oot —astty

237 together with—the nameand address—of the eowner—or Jtessee—o
238| wehiede. The endorsed temporary fuel-use permit must shaii—then
239| Dbe carried on the vehicle that it identifies and must shald be

240 exhibited on demand to any authorized personnel. Temporary fuel-

241 use permits may be transmitted to the motor carrier by

242 electronic means and—shatl—becompletedas—oeoutlined by

243 department personnel—prier—+o
244 (d) The motor carrier to whom a temporary fuel-use permit
245 is issued shall be solely responsible for the proper use of the
246| permit by its employees, consignees, or lessees. Any erasure,
247 alteration, or unauthorized use of a temporary fuel-use permit
248 renders shatl—render it invalid and of no effect. A motor

249 carrier to whom a temporary fuel-use permit is issued may not

250 knowingly allow the permit to be used by any other person e¥
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301 January 31 + and July 31 +; or

302 (c) If quarterly filing, the due dates are shaitd—be
303 January 31 4, April 30 4, July 31 %, and October 31 %,
304
305| except if the last day of the month falls on a Saturday, Sunday,

306/ or legal holiday, the due date is further extended until the

307| next day that is not a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday.

308 (2) The amount of fuel used in the propulsion of any

309| qualified eemmereiadt motor vehicle within this state may be

310 calculated, if the motor carrier maintains adequate records, by
311 applying total interstate vehicular consumption of all diesed
312| fwel—and motor fuel used as related to total miles traveled and
313| applying such rate to total miles traveled within this state. In
314 the absence of adequate documentation by the motor carrier, the
315 department is authorized to promulgate rules converting miles
316| driven to gallons used.

317 (3) For the purpose of computing the carrier's liability

318 for the fuel read—privitege tax, the total gallons of fuel used

319 in the propulsion of any qualified eemmereialr motor vehicle in
320 this state shall be multiplied by the rates provided in parts I,
321 IT, and IV of chapter 206. From the sum determined by this

322 calculation, there shall be allowed a credit equal to the amount
323| of the tax per gallon under parts I, II, and IV of chapter 206
324 for each gallon of fuel purchased in this state during the

325| reporting period when the dfesel—fwel—e+ motor fuel tax was paid
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326| at the time of purchase. If the tax paid under parts I, II, and
327 IV of chapter 206 exceeds the total tax due under this chapter,
328 the excess may be allowed as a credit against future tax

329| payments, until the credit is fully offset or until eight

330 calendar quarters shall have passed since the end of the

331 calendar quarter in which the credit accrued, whichever occurs

332| first. A refund may be made for this credit provided it exceeds
333| $10.

334 (4) The department is authorized to promulgate the

335 necessary rules to provide for an adequate bond from each motor
336 carrier to ensure payment of taxes required under this chapter.

337 (5) Beginning October 1, 2025, except as otherwise

338 authorized by the department, all returns must be submitted

339| electronically through an online system prescribed by the

340 department.

341 Section 6. 207.007, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
342 207.007 Offenses; penalties and interest.—
343 (1) If any motor carrier licensed ¥egistered under this

344 chapter fails to file a return or anmd pay any tax liability

345| under this chapter within the time required hkereunder, the

346| department may impose a delinquency penalty of $50 or 10 percent
347 of the delinquent taxes due, whichever is greater, 1if the

348 failure is for not more than 30 days, with an additional 10

349| percent penalty for each additional 30 days, or fraction

350 thereof, during the time which the failure continues, not to
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exceed a total penalty of 100 percent in the aggregate. However,

351
352
353
354
355
356
357
358
359
360
361
362
363
364
365
366
367
368
369
370
371
372
373
374
375

the penalty may not be less than $50.
(2) In addition to any other penalties, any delinquent tax

shall bear interest in accordance with the International Fuel

Tax Agreement at—the—rateof 1 percentpermonth,—or fraction
G PPN £ PPN PP [P S [ =N 1N Aot 1 FEPN PP B T +1
L.,J.L\.,J_\.,UJ_, O T T OO TTTOOC T 1 OUTIT T A\ 4 & By W wwy T CTr WO A\ AW L w J - T
Aoyt me o+ PNE SN RE E N o oyt dts NV NN BN VEN moant 11 Al
\A.\.,t/(.AJ_ CITTCTTT O CITC T IO LT TT T (& puut/\.,J_uL.,_LV\., J_\.ak/_Lt/J_Uk/u_L (.A.\.jJ_\.,\.,J.I.l\.,J.J.L., | I i AW & e
+ 1 Brosrl na £ o 207 N2Q1 + 1 Adornartmant o117 o1 ] o A
T tJ_L\JVLLJL\JllLJ L [=] 7 T UL, T \ACtJL;L_L CIITTTTC [SR R = CcC O T CTC (@ yaw
PRI S L PO S N e I N S NP SR + T NSV (PP R I IS SISO N S S N PN
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L el 1 F ok AN roaot g A 1+ + 1 ot o+
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(3) Any person who:

(a) Willfully refuses or neglects to make any statement,
report, or return required by the provisions of this chapter;

(b) Knowingly makes, or assists any other person in
making, a false statement in a return or report e+ in connection

with an application for licensure xegistratiern under this

chapter or in connection with an audit; e

(c) Counterfeits, alters, manufactures, or sells fuel tax

licenses, fuel tax decals, or temporary fuel-use permits without

first having obtained the department's permission in writing; or

(d)4e}> Violates any provision ef—the—provisiens of this

chapter, a penalty for which is not otherwise provided,

is guilty of a felony of the third degree,
775.082, s. 775.083,

punishable as

provided in s. or s. 775.084. In addition,
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376 the department may revoke or suspend the licensure and

377| registration privileges under ss. 207.004 and 320.02 of the
378| wviolator. Each day or part thereof during which a person

379| operates or causes to be operated a qualified eemmereiat motor
380| wvehicle without being the holder of fuel tax decals an

381 | ddentifyingdeviee or having a valid temporary fuel-use e
382| driveaway permit as required by this chapter constitutes a

383 separate offense within the meaning of this section. In addition
384 to the penalty imposed by this section, the defendant shall be
385| required to pay all taxes, interest, and penalties due to the
386 state.

387 Section 7. Section 207.008, Florida Statutes, is amended
388| to read:

389 207.008 Retention of records by motor carrier.—Each

390| licensed registered motor carrier must shald maintain and keep
391| pertinent records and papers as may be required by the

392| department for the reasonable administration of this chapter and
393 shall preserve the records upon which each eguwarterdty tax return
394 is based for 4 years following the due date or filing date of
395 the return, whichever is later.

396 Section 8. Subsection (3) of section 207.011, Florida

397 Statutes, is amended to read:

398 207.011 1Inspection of records; hearings; forms; rules.—

399 (3) The department, or any authorized agent thereof, may

400 is—auvtheorized—+teo examine the records, books, papers, and
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401| equipment of any motor carrier, any retail dealer of motor

402| eteset fuels, and any wholesale distributor of diesel—fuvelsor

403| motor fuels that are deemed necessary to verify the truth and

404 accuracy of any statement, e report, or return and ascertain

405| whether the tax imposed by this chapter has been paid.

4006 Section 9. Section 207.013, Florida Statutes, is amended
407| to read:

408 207.013 Suits for collection of unpaid taxes, penalties,
409 and interest.—Upon demand of the department, the Department of
410 Legal Affairs or the state attorney for a judicial circuit shall
411| bring appropriate actions, in the name of the state or in the
412 name of the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles in
413 the capacity of its office, for the recovery of taxes,

414| penalties, and interest due under this chapter; and judgment

415 shall be rendered for the amount se found to be due together

416| with costs. However, if it is shadd—Pbe found as a fact that such
417 claim for, or grant of, an exemption or credit was willful on

418 the part of any motor carrier, retail dealer, or distributor of

419 etesedl—fuvet—or motor fuel, judgment shall be rendered for double
420 the amount of the tax found to be due with costs. The department
421| may employ an attorney at law to institute and prosecute proper
422| proceedings to enforce payment of the taxes, penalties, and

423 interest provided for by this chapter and may fix the

424 compensation for the services of such attorney at law.

425 Section 10. Subsection (3) of section 207.014, Florida
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426 Statutes, is amended to read:

427 207.014 Departmental warrant for collection of unpaid

428 taxes.—

429 (3) In the event there is a contest or claim of any kind
430 with reference to the property levied upon or the amount of

431 taxes, costs, or penalties due, such contest or claim shall be
432 tried in the circuit court in and for the county in which the
433| warrant was executed, as nearly as may be in the same manner and
434| means as such contest or claim would have been tried in such

435 court had the warrant originally issued upon a judgment rendered
436| by such court. The warrant issued as provided in this section
437 shall constitute prima facie evidence of the amount of taxes,
438 interest, and penalties due to the state by the motor carrier;

439 and the burden of proof shall be upon the motor carrier, retail

440 dealer, or distributor of diesedl—Fuwet—or motor fuel to show that
441 the amounts or penalties were incorrect.

442 Section 11. Subsection (1) of section 207.019, Florida
443 Statutes, is amended to read:

444 207.019 Discontinuance or transfer of business; change of
445 address.—

446 (1) Whenever a person ceases to engage in business as a
4477| motor carrier within the state by reason of the discontinuance,
448 sale, or transfer of the business of such person, the person ke
449| er—she shall notify the department in writing at least 10 days
450 before prier—+te the time the discontinuance, sale, or transfer
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451 takes effect. Such notice shall give the date of discontinuance
452 and, in the event of a sale or transfer of the business, the
453 date thereof and the name and address of the purchaser or

454 transferee. All dieselt—fuvel—or motor fuel use taxes are shatt

455| beeeome due and payable concurrently with such discontinuance,
456 sale, or transfer; amnd any such person shall, concurrently with
457 such discontinuance, sale, or transfer, make a report, pay all

458 such taxes, interest, and penalties; and the fuel tax decals

459| must be destroyed and the motor carrier to whom the decals were

460 issued shall notify the department immediately by letter of

461 their destruction and of the number of fuel tax decals that were

462 destroyed—arnd—surrender to—the department—+the registration
463 Fssued—+teo——suveh persen-
464 Section 12. Subsections (1) and (3) of section 207.023,

465 Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

466 207.023 Authority to inspect vehicles, make arrests, seize
467| property, and execute warrants.—

468 (1) As a part of their responsibility when inspecting

469| qualified eemmereiat vehicles, the Department of Highway Safety
470 and Motor Vehicles, the Department of Agriculture and Consumer
471 Services, and the Department of Transportation shall ensure that
472 all vehicles are properly qualified under the provisions of this
473 chapter.

474 (3) Qualified Cemmereiat motor vehicles owned or operated

475| by any motor carrier who refuses to comply with this chapter may
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476| be seized by authorized agents or employees of the Department of
477| Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, the Department of Agriculture
478 and Consumer Services, or the Department of Transportation; or
479 authorized agents and employees of any of these departments also
480| may seize property as set out in ss. 206.205, 206.21, and

481 206.215. Upon such seizure, the property shall be surrendered
482| without delay to the sheriff of the county where the property
483 was seized for further proceedings.

484 Section 13. Subsections (1) and (6) of section 207.0821,
485 Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

486 207.0281 Registration; cooperative reciprocal agreements
487| between states.—

488 (1) The Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles
489| may enter into a cooperative reciprocal agreement, including,
490 but not limited to, the International Fuel Tax fuel—-tax

491 Agreement, with another state or group of states for the

492 administration of the tax imposed by this chapter. An agreement
493 arrangement, declaration, or amendment is not effective until
494 stated in writing and filed with the Department of Highway

495 Safety and Motor Vehicles.

496 (6) This section and the contents of any reciprocal

497 agreement entered into under this section supersede all other
498 fuel-tax requirements of this chapter for qualified cemmereialt
499| motor vehicles.

500 Section 14. Paragraph (aa) of subsection (7) of section
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501 212.08, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

502 212.08 Sales, rental, use, consumption, distribution, and
503 storage tax; specified exemptions.—The sale at retail, the

504 rental, the use, the consumption, the distribution, and the

505| storage to be used or consumed in this state of the following
506| are hereby specifically exempt from the tax imposed by this

507 chapter.

508 (7) MISCELLANEOUS EXEMPTIONS.—Exemptions provided to any
509| entity by this chapter do not inure to any transaction that is
510 otherwise taxable under this chapter when payment is made by a
511 representative or employee of the entity by any means,

512 including, but not limited to, cash, check, or credit card, even
513| when that representative or employee is subsequently reimbursed
514| by the entity. In addition, exemptions provided to any entity by
515 this subsection do not inure to any transaction that is

516 otherwise taxable under this chapter unless the entity has

517 obtained a sales tax exemption certificate from the department
518 or the entity obtains or provides other documentation as

519 required by the department. Eligible purchases or leases made
520 with such a certificate must be in strict compliance with this
521 subsection and departmental rules, and any person who makes an
522| exempt purchase with a certificate that is not in strict

523 compliance with this subsection and the rules is liable for and
524 shall pay the tax. The department may adopt rules to administer

525 this subsection.
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526 (aa) Certain commercial vehicles.—Also exempt is the sale,
527 lease, or rental of a qualified eemmereiat motor vehicle as

528| defined in s. 207.002, when the following conditions are met:
529 1. The sale, lease, or rental occurs between two commonly
530 owned and controlled corporations;

531 2. Such vehicle was titled and registered in this state at
532 the time of the sale, lease, or rental; and

533 3. Florida sales tax was paid on the acquisition of such
534 vehicle by the seller, lessor, or renter.

535 Section 15. Subsection (1) of section 316.065, Florida
536 Statutes, is amended to read:

537 316.065 Crashes; reports; penalties.—

538 (1) The driver of a vehicle involved in a crash resulting
539 in injury to or death of any persons or damage to any vehicle or
540 other property in an apparent amount of at least $1,500 $566
541 shall immediately by the quickest means of communication give
542| notice of the crash to the local police department, if such

543 crash occurs within a municipality; otherwise, to the office of
544 the county sheriff or the nearest office or station of the

545| Florida Highway Patrol. A violation of this subsection is a

546| noncriminal traffic infraction, punishable as a nonmoving

547 violation as provided in chapter 318.

548 Section 16. Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (4) of
549 section 316.545, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

550 316.545 Weight and load unlawful; special fuel and motor
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551| fuel tax enforcement; inspection; penalty; review.—

552 (4) (a) A commercial vehicle may not be operated over the
553| highways of this state unless it has been properly licensed

554| =xregistered under s. 207.004. Whenever any law enforcement

555| officer identified in s. 207.023(1l), upon inspecting the wvehicle
556 or combination of vehicles, determines that the vehicle is in
557| wviolation of s. 207.004, a penalty in the amount of $50 shall be
558 assessed, and the vehicle may be detained until payment is

559| collected by the law enforcement officer.

560 (b) In addition to the penalty provided for in paragraph
561 (a), the vehicle may be detained until the owner or operator of
562 the vehicle furnishes evidence that the vehicle has been

563| properly licensed registered pursuant to s. 207.004. Any officer
564 of the Florida Highway Patrol or agent of the Department of

565 Transportation may issue a temporary fuel use permit and collect
566 the appropriate fee as provided for in s. 207.004(4).

567| Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (6), all permit

568 fees collected pursuant to this paragraph shall be transferred
569 to the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles to be

570 allocated pursuant to s. 207.026.

571 Section 17. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section

572| 318.15, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

573 318.15 Failure to comply with civil penalty or to appear;
574 penalty.—

575 (1) (a) If a person fails to comply with the civil
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576| penalties provided in s. 318.18 within the time period specified
577 in s. 318.14(4), fails to enter into or comply with the terms of
578 a penalty payment plan with the clerk of the court in accordance
579 with ss. 318.14 and 28.246, fails to attend driver improvement
580 school, or fails to appear at a scheduled hearing, the clerk of
581| the court must notify the Department of Highway Safety and Motor
582| Vehicles of such failure within 10 days after such failure. Upon
583 receipt of such notice, the department must immediately issue an
584 order suspending the driver license and privilege to drive of
585 such person effective 20 days after the date the order of

586 suspension is provided maited in accordance with s. 322.251(1),
587 (2), and (6). The order also must inform the person that he or
588 she may contact the clerk of the court to establish a payment
589| plan pursuant to s. 28.246(4) to make partial payments for

590 court-related fines, fees, service charges, and court costs. Any
591 such suspension of the driving privilege which has not been

592 reinstated, including a similar suspension imposed outside of
593 this state, must remain on the records of the department for a
594| period of 7 years from the date imposed and must be removed from
595 the records after the expiration of 7 years from the date it is
596 imposed. The department may not accept the resubmission of such
597 suspension.

598 Section 18. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section

599| 319.35, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

600 319.35 Unlawful acts in connection with motor wvehicle
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601 odometer readings; penalties.—

602 (1)

603 (b) It is unlawful for any person to knowingly provide
604 false information on the odometer readings required pursuant to

605 ss. 319.23(3) and 320.02(2) (d) 326-0242{).

606 Section 19. Subsection (2) and paragraph (e) of subsection

607 (5) of section 320.02, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
608 320.02 Registration required; application for

609 registration; forms.—

610 (2) (a) The application for registration must include the
611 street address of the owner's permanent Florida residence or the
612 address of his or her permanent place of business in Florida and
613| be accompanied by personal or business identification

614 information. If the vehicle is registered to an active duty

615 member of the United States Armed Forces who i1s a Florida

616| resident, the active duty member is exempt from the requirement

617 of providing the street address of a permanent Florida

018 residence.

619 (b) An individual applicant must provide proof of address

620 satisfactory to the department and:

021 1. A wvalid REAL ID driver's d&xriwer license or

622| 1identification card issued by this state or another state; e¥

623 2. A valid, unexpired United States passport; or

624 3. A valid, unexpired passport issued by another country

625| and an unexpired Form I-94 issued by the United States Bureau of
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651| motor vehicle owners may record odometer readings when

652 registering their motor wvehicles.

653 (5)

654 (e) Upon the expiration date noted in the cancellation
655| notice that the department receives from the insurer, the
656| department shall suspend the registration, issued under this

657 chapter or the license issued under s. 207.004(1), of a motor

658 carrier who operates a commercial motor vehicle or a qualified

659| motor vehicle who permits it to be operated in this state during

660 the registration period without having in full force liability
661 insurance, a surety bond, or a valid self-insurance certificate
662 that complies with this section. The insurer shall provide

663 notice to the department at the same time the cancellation

664 notice is provided to the insured pursuant to s. 627.7281. The
665 department may adopt rules regarding the electronic submission
666| of the cancellation notice.

667 Section 20. Section 320.605, Florida Statutes, is amended
668 to read:

669 320.605 Legislative intent.—It is the intent of the

670 Legislature to protect the public health, safety, and welfare of
671 the citizens of the state by regulating the licensing of motor
672 vehicle dealers and manufacturers, maintaining competition,

673| providing consumer protection and fair trade, and providing

674 those residing in economically disadvantaged areas mineorities

675| with opportunities for full participation as motor vehicle
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676| dealers. Sections 320.61-320.70 are intended to apply solely to
077 the licensing of manufacturers, factory branches, distributors,
678 and importers and do not apply to non-motor-vehicle-related

679| Dbusinesses.

680 Section 21. Subsection (3) of section 320.63, Florida

681 Statutes, is amended to read:

682 320.63 Application for license; contents.—Any person

683| desiring to be licensed pursuant to ss. 320.60-320.70 shall make
684 application therefor to the department upon a form containing
685 such information as the department requires. The department

686| shall require, with such application or otherwise and from time
687 to time, all of the following, which information may be

688 considered by the department in determining the fitness of the
689 applicant or licensee to engage in the business for which the
690 applicant or licensee desires to be licensed:

691 (3) (&) From each manufacturer, distributor, or importer
692| which utilizes an identical blanket basic agreement for its

693 dealers or distributors in this state, which agreement comprises
694 all or any part of the applicant's or licensee's agreements with
695| motor vehicle dealers in this state, a copy of the written

696 agreement and all supplements thereto, together with a list of
697 the applicant's or licensee's authorized dealers or distributors
698 and their addresses. The applicant or licensee shall further

699| notify the department immediately of the appointment of any

700 additional dealer or distributor. The applicant or licensee
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701 shall annually report to the department on its efforts to add
702| new mimerity dealer points in economically disadvantaged areas,

703| including difficulties encountered under ss. 320.61-320.70. Fe=x

704 nlrnoaoa £ +h21 a0 o~~~y Mo g N g N ah 11
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707| modification to a franchise agreement is offered uniformly to a
708 licensee's motor vehicle dealers in this state, the licensee

709 shall notify the department of such revision, modification, or
710 addition to the franchise agreement on file with the department.
711 In no event may a franchise agreement, or any addendum or

712 supplement thereto, be offered to a motor vehicle dealer in this
713 state until the applicant or licensee files an affidavit with
714 the department acknowledging that the terms or provisions of the
715 agreement, or any related document, are not inconsistent with,
716| prohibited by, or contrary to the provisions contained in ss.
717 320.60-320.70. Any franchise agreement offered to a motor

718 vehicle dealer in this state shall provide that all terms and
719| conditions in such agreement inconsistent with the law and rules
720 of this state are of no force and effect.

721 (b) For purposes of paragraph (a), the term "economically

722 disadvantaged area" means a defined geographic area within the

723 state in which at least one of the following conditions exists:

724 1. The per capita income for residents within the area is

725 less than 80 percent of the per capita income in the state.
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726 2. The unemployment rate within the area was more than 1

727| percent over the unemployment rate for the state over the

728| previous 24 months.

729 Section 22. Subsection (2) of section 320.95, Florida
730 Statutes, is amended to read:

731 320.95 Transactions by electronic or telephonic means.—
732 (2) The department may collect electronic mail addresses

733 and use electronic mail in lieu of the United States Postal

734 Service to provide any notice fer—the purpose—-of providing
735| rermewalrmetieces.
736 Section 23. Subsection (44) of section 322.01, Florida

737 Statutes, is amended to read:
738 322.01 Definitions.—As used in this chapter:
739 (44) "Tank vehicle" means a vehicle that is designed to

740 transport any ligquid or gaseous material within one or more

741 tanks that each have an individual rated capacity exceeding 119

742 gallons or an aggregate rated capacity exceeding 1,000 gallons

743 and that are a—tank either permanently or temporarily attached

744 to the vehicle or chassis. The term does not include a

745 commercial motor vehicle transporting an empty storage container

746 tank that is not designed for transportation, but that is

7477 temporarily attached to a flatbed trailer——=f—suvech—+tankhas—=

a¥aYA)
\vAvav;
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749 Section 24. Subsection (10) of section 322.08, Florida

750 Statutes, is amended to read:
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751 322.08 Application for license; requirements for license
752| and identification card forms.—

753 (10) The department may collect electronic mail addresses
754| and use electronic mail in lieu of the United States Postal

755 Service to provide any notice feor—the purpose—-of providing

756 ranaors ] EAWANE I BN
rrTcrtwor—rfocr S S.

757 Section 25. Paragraphs (b) through (e) of subsection (8)
758 of section 322.18, Florida Statutes, are redesignated as

759| paragraphs (c) through (f), respectively, and a new paragraph
760 (b) is added to that subsection, to read:

761 322.18 Original applications, licenses, and renewals;
762| expiration of licenses; delinquent licenses.—

763 (8) The department shall issue 8-year renewals using a
764 convenience service without reexamination to drivers who have
765 not attained 80 years of age. The department shall issue 6-year
766| renewals using a convenience service when the applicant has
767 satisfied the requirements of subsection (5).

768 (b) The department may provide a renewal notice by

769| electronic notification instead of using the United States mail.

770 Section 26. Subsection (4) of section 322.21, Florida

771 Statutes, is amended to read:

772 322.21 License fees; procedure for handling and collecting
773 fees.—
774 (4) If the department determines from its records or is

775| otherwise satisfied that the holder of a license about to expire
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776 is entitled to have it renewed, the department shall mail a
777 renewal notice to the licensee at his or her last known address,

778| within 30 days before the licensee's birthday. The department

779| may provide a renewal notice by electronic notification instead

780| of using the United States mail. The licensee shall be issued a

781 renewal license, after reexamination, if required, during the 30
782| days immediately preceding his or her birthday upon presenting a
783 renewal notice, his or her current license, and the fee for

784 renewal to the department at any driver license examining

785| office.

786 Section 27. Subsection (3) of section 322.245, Florida

787 Statutes, is amended to read:

788 322.245 Suspension of license upon failure of person

789 charged with specified offense under chapter 316, chapter 320,
790 or this chapter to comply with directives ordered by traffic

791 court or upon failure to pay child support in non-IV-D cases as
792| provided in chapter 61 or failure to pay any financial

793 obligation in any other criminal case.—

794 (3) If the person fails to comply with the directives of
795 the court within the 30-day period, or, in non-IV-D cases, fails
796 to comply with the requirements of s. 61.13016 within the period
797 specified in that statute, the depository or the clerk of the
798 court must electronically notify the department of such failure
799| within 10 days. Upon electronic receipt of the notice, the

800| department shall immediately issue an order suspending the
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801| person's driver license and privilege to drive effective 20 days
802| after the date the order of suspension is provided mailted in

803 accordance with s. 322.251(1), (2), and (6). The order of

804| suspension must also contain information specifying that the

805| person may contact the clerk of the court to establish a payment
806| plan pursuant to s. 28.246(4) to make partial payments for

807 fines, fees, service charges, and court costs.

808 Section 28. Subsections (1), (2), (3), and (6) of section
809 322.251, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

810 322.251 Notice of cancellation, suspension, revocation, or
81l1l| disqualification of license.—

812 (1) All orders of cancellation, suspension, revocation, or
813 disqualification issued under the provisions of this chapter,
814 chapter 318, chapter 324, or ss. 627.732-627.734 shall be given
815| either by personal delivery £hereef to the licensee whose

816 license 1is being canceled, suspended, revoked, or disqualified;
817| e¥ by deposit in the United States mail in an envelope, first
818 class, postage prepaid, addressed to the licensee at his or her
819 last known mailing address furnished to the department; or by

820 electronic notification if authorized by the licensee. Such

821| methods of notification mailimg by the department constitute

822 notice eenstitutes—rmeotifiecatien, and any failure by the person

823 to receive the mailed order does wit+ not affect or stay the

824 effective date or term of the cancellation, suspension,

825| revocation, or disqualification of the licensee's driving
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826| privilege.
827 (2) The giving of notice and an order of cancellation,
828 suspension, revocation, or disqualification by—mait is complete

829| wupon expiration of 20 days after electronic notification or, if

830| mailed, 20 days after deposit in the United States mail for all

831| notices except those issued under chapter 324 or ss. 627.732-

832 627.734, which are complete 15 days after electronic

833 notification or, if mailed, 15 days after deposit in the United

834 States mail. Proof of the giving of notice and an order of

835 cancellation, suspension, revocation, or disqualification in
836| such either manner shall be made by entry in the records of the
837 department that such notice was given. The entry is admissible
838 in the courts of this state and constitutes sufficient proof
839| that such notice was given.

840 (3) Whenever the driving privilege is suspended, revoked,

841 or disqualified under the—preovisienms—ef this chapter, the period
842 of such suspension, revocation, or disqualification shall be

843 indicated on the order of suspension, revocation, or

844 disqualification, and the department shall require the licensee
845| whose driving privilege is suspended, revoked, or disqualified
846 to surrender all licenses then held by him or her to the

847 department. However, should the person fail to surrender such
848 licenses, the suspension, revocation, or disqualification period
849 shall not expire until a period identical to the period for

850| which the driving privilege was suspended, revoked, or
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851| disqualified has expired after the date of surrender of the

852 licenses, or the date an affidavit swearing such licenses are
853| lost has been filed with the department. In any instance where
854 notice of the suspension, revocation, or disqualification order
855 is given maited as provided herein, and the license is not

856 surrendered to the department, and such license thereafter

857| expires, the department may shadd not renew that license until a
858| period of time identical to the period of such suspension,

859 revocation, or disqualification imposed has expired.

860 (6) Whenever a cancellation, suspension, revocation, or
861 disqualification occurs, the department shall enter the

862 cancellation, suspension, revocation, or disqualification order

863 on the licensee's driver file 20 days after electronic

864 notification or, if mailed, 20 days after the notice was

865| actually placed in the mail. Any inquiry into the file after the
866 20-day period shall reveal that the license is canceled,

867 suspended, revoked, or disqualified and whether the license has
868| been received by the department.

869 Section 29. Subsection (4) of section 322.2616, Florida
870 Statutes, is amended to read:

871 322.2616 Suspension of license; persons under 21 years of
872 age; right to review.—

873 (4) TIf the department finds that the license of the person
874 should be suspended under this section and if the notice of

875 suspension has not already been served upon the person by a law
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876| enforcement officer or correctional officer as provided in

877 subsection (2), the department shall issue a notice of

878 suspension and, unless the notice is provided maited under s.
879 322.251, a temporary driving permit that expires 10 days after
880| the date of issuance if the driver is otherwise eligible.

881 Section 30. Paragraph (c) of subsection (2) of section
882 322.292, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

883 322.292 DUI programs supervision; powers and duties of the
884 department.—

885 (2) The department shall adopt rules to implement its

886| supervisory authority over DUI programs in accordance with the
887| procedures of chapter 120, including the establishment of

888 uniform standards of operation for DUI programs and the method
889 for setting and approving fees, as follows:

890 (c) Implement procedures for the granting and revoking of
891 licenses for DUI programs, including:

892 1. A uniform application fee not to exceed $1,000 but in
893 an amount sufficient to cover the department's administrative
894 costs in processing and evaluating DUI program license

895| applications. The application fee shall not apply to programs
896 that apply for licensure to serve a county that does not have a
897 currently licensed DUI program or where the currently licensed
898| program has relinquished its license.

899 2. In considering an application for approval of a DUI

900| program, the department shall determine whether improvements in
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901| service may be derived from the operation of the DUI program and
902 the number of clients currently served in the circuit. The

903 department shall apply the following criteria:

904 a. The increased frequency of classes and availability of

905| locations of services offered by the applicant DUI program.

906 b. Services and fees offered by the applicant DUI program

907| and any existing DUI program.

908 c. The number of DUI clients currently served and

909| historical trends in the number of clients served in the

910 circuit.

911 d. The availability, accessibility, and service history of
912 any existing DUI program services.

913 e. The applicant DUI program's service history.

914 f. The availability of resources, including personnel,

915| demonstrated management capability, and capital and operating

916| expenditures of the applicant DUI program.

@D

917 g. Improved services to minmerity—and special needs clients

918 and those residing in economically disadvantaged areas.

919 3. Authority for competing applicants and currently

920 licensed DUI programs serving the same geographic area to

921 request an administrative hearing under chapter 120 to contest
922 the department's determination of need for an additional

923 licensed DUI program in that area.

924 4. A requirement that the department revoke the license of

925 any DUI program that does not provide the services specified in
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926| 1its application within 45 days after licensure and notify the
927 chief judge of that circuit of such revocation.

928 5. A requirement that all applicants for initial licensure
929| as a DUI program in a particular circuit on and after the

930 effective date of this act must, at a minimum, satisfy each of
931 the following criteria:

932 a. Maintain a primary business office in the circuit which
933 is located in a permanent structure that is readily accessible
934| by public transportation, if public transportation is available.
935 The primary business office must be adequately staffed and

936| equipped to provide all DUI program support services, including
937 registration and a file for each person who registers for the
938| program.

939 b. Have a satellite office for registration of DUI

940 offenders in each county in the circuit which is located in a
941| permanent structure that is readily accessible by public

942 transportation, if public transportation is available. A

943 satellite office is not required in any county where the total
944 number of DUI convictions in the most recent calendar year is
945 less than 200.

946 c. Have a classroom in each county in the circuit which is
947 located in a permanent structure that is readily accessible by
948| public transportation, if public transportation is available. A
949 classroom is not required in any county where the total number

950 of DUI convictions in the most recent calendar year is less than
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951 100. A classroom may not be located within 250 feet of any

952| Dbusiness that sells alcoholic beverages. However, a classroom
953| shall not be required to be relocated when a business selling
954| alcoholic beverages locates to within 250 feet of the classroom.
955 d. Have a plan for conducting all DUI education courses,
956| evaluation services, and other services required by the

957| department. The level I DUI education course must be taught in
958 four segments, with no more than 6 hours of classroom

959 instruction provided to any offender each day.

960 e. Employ at least 1 full-time certified addiction

961 professional for the program at all times.

962 f. Document support from community agencies involved in
963| DUI education and substance abuse treatment in the circuit.

964 g. Have a volunteer board of directors and advisory

965 committee made up of citizens who reside in the circuit in which
966| licensure is sought.

967 h. Submit documentation of compliance with all applicable
968 federal, state, and local laws, including, but not limited to,
969| the Americans with Disabilities Act.

970 Section 31. Subsection (3) of section 322.64, Florida

971 Statutes, is amended to read:

972 322.64 Holder of commercial driver license; persons

973 operating a commercial motor vehicle; driving with unlawful

974 blood-alcohol level; refusal to submit to breath, urine, or

975 blood test.—
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976 (3) If the department determines that the person arrested
977 should be disqualified from operating a commercial motor vehicle
978| pursuant to this section and if the notice of disqualification
979| has not already been served upon the person by a law enforcement
980 officer or correctional officer as provided in subsection (1),
981| the department shall issue a notice of disqualification and,

982| wunless the notice is provided medited pursuant to s. 322.251, a
983| temporary permit which expires 10 days after the date of

984 issuance if the driver is otherwise eligible.

985 Section 32. Subsection (1) of section 324.091, Florida

986 Statutes, is amended to read:

987 324.091 Notice to department; notice to insurer.—

988 (1) Each owner and operator involved in a crash or

989| conviction case within the purview of this chapter shall furnish
990 evidence of automobile liability insurance or motor vehicle

991 liability insurance within 14 days after the date of providing

992 the—matdst

B

+

rg—of notice of crash by the department in the form and
993| manner as it may designate. Upon receipt of evidence that an

994 automobile liability policy or motor vehicle liability policy
995 was in effect at the time of the crash or conviction case, the
996| department shall forward to the insurer such information for

997| wverification in a method as determined by the department. The
998 insurer shall respond to the department within 20 days after the
999| notice whether or not such information is wvalid. If the

1000| department determines that an automobile liability policy or

Page 40 of 41

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.
hb1075-00



F L ORI DA H O U S E O F R E P RESENTATI V E S

HB 1075 2025

1001| motor vehicle liability policy was not in effect and did not
1002| provide coverage for both the owner and the operator, it shall
1003| take action as it is authorized to do under this chapter.

1004 Section 33. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section
1005 324.171, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1006 324.171 Self-insurer.—

1007 (1) Any person may qualify as a self-insurer by obtaining
1008 a certificate of self-insurance from the department which may,
1009 in its discretion and upon application of such a person, issue
1010 said certificate of self-insurance when such person has

1011 satisfied the requirements of this section to qualify as a self-
1012 insurer under this section:

1013 (c) The owner of a qualified eemmereiat motor vehicle, as
1014 defined in s. 207.002 or s. 320.01, may qualify as a self-

1015 insurer subject to the standards provided for in subparagraph
1016 (b) 2.

1017 Section 34. Subsection (3) of section 328.30, Florida
1018 Statutes, is amended to read:

1019 328.30 Transactions by electronic or telephonic means.—
1020 (3) The department may collect electronic mail addresses
1021 and use electronic mail in lieu of the United States Postal

1022 Service as a method of delivering notices to the owner of a

1023 l fnr +1h N1 N~ o £ N~z Ay A AT A S
vesse TOTT  ciC—pPpurposSC—OTr—pPprovorng totwaor ot tCes.

1024 Section 35. This act shall take effect October 1, 2025.
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