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LEGISLATIVE ACTION
Senate . House
Comm: RCS
03/19/2025

The Committee on Transportation (Collins) recommended the

following:
Senate Amendment

Delete lines 321 - 716
and insert:

(a) If annual filing, the due date is January 31. shatl—be
Jeky—5-

(b) If semiannual filing, the due dates are shali—be
January 31 + and July 31l.d35—e=*

(c) If quarterly filing, the due dates are shald—be January
31 &, April 30 +, July 31 4, and October 31 +.
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(2) The amount of fuel used in the propulsion of any
qualified eemmereiat motor vehicle within this state may be
calculated, if the motor carrier maintains adequate records, by
applying total interstate vehicular consumption of all diesed
fyel—and motor fuel used as related to total miles traveled and
applying such rate to total miles traveled within this state. In

the absence of adequate documentation by the motor carrier, the

department may adopt is—autheorized topromulgate rules
converting miles driven to gallons used.

(3) For the purpose of computing the carrier’s liability
for the fuel read—privitege tax, the total gallons of fuel used
in the propulsion of any qualified eemmereiat motor vehicle in
this state shall be multiplied by the rates provided in parts I,
IT, and IV of chapter 206. From the sum determined by this
calculation, there shall be allowed a credit equal to the amount
of the tax per gallon under parts I, II, and IV of chapter 206
for each gallon of fuel purchased in this state during the
reporting period when the diesel fuel or motor fuel tax was paid
at the time of purchase. If the tax paid under parts I, II, and
IV of chapter 206 exceeds the total tax due under this chapter,
the excess may be allowed as a credit against future tax
payments, until the credit is fully offset or until eight
calendar quarters shal+t have passed since the end of the
calendar quarter in which the credit accrued, whichever occurs
first. A refund may be made for this credit provided it exceeds
$10.

(4) The department may adopt is—auvtheorized—topromulgate
the necessary rules to provide for an adequate bond from each

motor carrier to ensure payment of taxes required under this
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(5) Beginning October 1, 2025, except as otherwise

chapter.

authorized by the department, all returns must be submitted

electronically through an online system prescribed by the

department.

Section 6. Section 207.007, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

207.007 Offenses; penalties and interest.—

(1) If any motor carrier licensed registered under this
chapter fails to file a return or amnd pay any tax liability
under this chapter within the time required hereunder, the
department may impose a delinquency penalty of $50 or 10 percent
of the delinquent taxes due, whichever is greater, if the
failure is for not more than 30 days, with an additional 10
percent penalty for each additional 30 days, or fraction
thereof, during the time which the failure continues, not to
exceed a total penalty of 100 percent in the aggregate. However,
the penalty may not be less than $50.

(2) In addition to any other penalties, any delinquent tax

shall bear interest in accordance with the International Fuel
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(3) Any person who:
a) Willfully refuses or neglects to make any statement,

report, or return required by the—provisiens—ef this chapter;
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(b) Knowingly makes, or assists any other person in making,
a false statement in a return or report, ¥ in connection with
an application for licensure registratiern under this chapter, or

in connection with an audit; e=

(c) Counterfeits, alters, manufactures, or sells fuel tax

licenses, fuel tax decals, or temporary fuel-use permits without

first having obtained the department’s permission in writing; or

(d) Violates any of the provisions of this chapter, a

penalty for which is not otherwise provided,

commits i+s—guitty—-of a felony of the third degree, punishable as
provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084. In addition,

the department may revoke or suspend the licensure and

registration privileges under ss. 207.004 and 320.02 of the
violator. Each day or part thereof during which a person
operates or causes to be operated a qualified eemmereiat motor
vehicle without being the holder of fuel tax decals an

identifyingdeviee or having a valid temporary fuel-use er
driveaway permit as required by this chapter constitutes a

separate offense within the meaning of this section. In addition
to the penalty imposed by this section, the defendant is shaltd
be required to pay all taxes, interest, and penalties due to the
state.

Section 7. Section 207.008, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

207.008 Retention of records by motor carrier.—Each

licensed xregistered motor carrier shall maintain and keep

pertinent records and papers as may be required by the

department for the reasonable administration of this chapter and
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shall preserve the records upon which each ewarterdy tax return
is based for 4 years following the due date or filing date of
the return, whichever 1is later.

Section 8. Subsection (3) of section 207.011, Florida
Statutes, 1s amended to read:

207.011 1Inspection of records; hearings; forms; rules.—

(3) The department, or any authorized agent thereof, is
authorized to examine the records, books, papers, and equipment

of any motor carrier, any retail dealer of motor dieselt fuels,

and any wholesale distributor of diesel—Ffwets—er motor fuels

which £hat are deemed necessary to verify the truth and accuracy

of any statement, e¥ report, or return and ascertain whether the

tax imposed by this chapter has been paid.

Section 9. Section 207.013, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

207.013 Suits for collection of unpaid taxes, penalties,
and interest.—Upon demand of the department, the Department of
Legal Affairs or the state attorney for a judicial circuit shall
bring appropriate actions, in the name of the state or in the
name of the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles in
the capacity of its office, for the recovery of taxes,
penalties, and interest due under this chapter; and judgment
shall be rendered for the amount so found to be due together
with costs. However, if it is shald—Pbe found as a fact that such
claim for, or grant of, an exemption or credit was willful on

the part of any motor carrier, retail dealer, or distributor of

diesel—Ffuet—or motor fuel, judgment must skhatdt be rendered for
double the amount of the tax found to be due with costs. The

department may employ an attorney at law to institute and
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prosecute proper proceedings to enforce payment of the taxes,
penalties, and interest provided for by this chapter and may fix
the compensation for the services of such attorney at law.

Section 10. Subsection (3) of section 207.014, Florida
Statutes, 1s amended to read:

207.014 Departmental warrant for collection of unpaid
taxes.—

(3) In the event there is a contest or claim of any kind
with reference to the property levied upon or the amount of

taxes, costs, or penalties due, such contest or claim must shed+

be tried in the circuit court in and for the county in which the
warrant was executed, as nearly as may be in the same manner and
means as such contest or claim would have been tried in such

court had the warrant originally issued upon a judgment rendered

by such court. The warrant issued as provided in this section

constitutes shall—eonstitute prima facie evidence of the amount

of taxes, interest, and penalties due to the state by the motor

carrier; and the burden of proof is shaidt—be upon the motor

carrier, retail dealer, or distributor of dieset—fuvel—eor motor
fuel to show that the amounts or penalties were incorrect.

Section 11. Subsection (1) of section 207.019, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

207.019 Discontinuance or transfer of business; change of
address.—

(1) Whenever a person ceases to engage in business as a

motor carrier within this £he state by reason of the

discontinuance, sale, or transfer of the business of such
person, he or she shall notify the department in writing at

least 10 days before p¥rier—+te the time the discontinuance, sale,
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156 or transfer takes effect. Such notice must shald give the date

157 of discontinuance and, in the event of a sale or transfer of the
158 business, the date thereof and the name and address of the

159 |purchaser or transferee. All diesel—fgel—er motor fuel use taxes

160 |skhatdt become due and payable concurrently with such
161 discontinuance, sale, or transfer; and any such person shall,
162 concurrently with such discontinuance, sale, or transfer, make a

163 report andy pay all such taxes, interest, and penalties. The

164 |person shall immediately destroy the fuel tax decals and notify

165 the department by letter of such destruction and of the number

166 of the fuel tax decals that have been destroyed—and—surrender
167 to—thedepartment—the registration issued—to Such persen.
168 Section 12. Subsections (1) and (3) of section 207.023,

169 Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

170 207.023 Authority to inspect vehicles, make arrests, seize
171 |property, and execute warrants.—

172 (1) As a part of their responsibility when inspecting

173 |qualified motor eemmereiadt vehicles, the Department of Highway

174 Safety and Motor Vehicles, the Department of Agriculture and
175 Consumer Services, and the Department of Transportation shall

176 |ensure that all vehicles are properly qualified under #he

177 |previsiens—ef this chapter.

178 (3) Qualified cemmereiad motor vehicles owned or operated
179 |by any motor carrier who refuses to comply with this chapter may
180 be seized by authorized agents or employees of the Department of
181 |Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, the Department of Agriculture
182 and Consumer Services, or the Department of Transportation; or

183 authorized agents and employees of any of these departments also

184 |may seize property as set out in ss. 206.205, 206.21, and
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206.215. Upon such seizure, the property must shat: be
surrendered without delay to the sheriff of the county where the
property was seized for further proceedings.

Section 13. Subsections (1) and (6) of section 207.0281,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

207.0281 Registration; cooperative reciprocal agreements
between states.—

(1) The Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles may
enter into a cooperative reciprocal agreement, including, but
not limited to, the International Fuel Tax fwel-—tax Agreement,
with another state or group of states for the administration of
the tax imposed by this chapter. An agreement arrangement,
declaration, or amendment is not effective until stated in
writing and filed with the Department of Highway Safety and
Motor Vehicles.

(6) This section and the contents of any reciprocal
agreement entered into under this section supersede all other
fuel-tax requirements of this chapter for qualified cemmereialt
motor vehicles.

Section 14. Paragraph (aa) of subsection (7) of section
212.08, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

212.08 Sales, rental, use, consumption, distribution, and
storage tax; specified exemptions.—The sale at retail, the
rental, the use, the consumption, the distribution, and the
storage to be used or consumed in this state of the following
are hereby specifically exempt from the tax imposed by this
chapter.

(7) MISCELLANEOUS EXEMPTIONS.—Exemptions provided to any

entity by this chapter do not inure to any transaction that is
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otherwise taxable under this chapter when payment is made by a
representative or employee of the entity by any means,
including, but not limited to, cash, check, or credit card, even
when that representative or employee is subsequently reimbursed
by the entity. In addition, exemptions provided to any entity by
this subsection do not inure to any transaction that is
otherwise taxable under this chapter unless the entity has
obtained a sales tax exemption certificate from the department
or the entity obtains or provides other documentation as
required by the department. Eligible purchases or leases made
with such a certificate must be in strict compliance with this
subsection and departmental rules, and any person who makes an
exempt purchase with a certificate that is not in strict
compliance with this subsection and the rules is liable for and
shall pay the tax. The department may adopt rules to administer
this subsection.

(aa) Certain commercial vehicles.—Also exempt is the sale,
lease, or rental of a qualified eemmereiat motor vehicle as
defined in s. 207.002, when the following conditions are met:

1. The sale, lease, or rental occurs between two commonly
owned and controlled corporations;

2. Such vehicle was titled and registered in this state at
the time of the sale, lease, or rental; and

3. Florida sales tax was paid on the acquisition of such
vehicle by the seller, lessor, or renter.

Section 15. Subsection (1) of section 316.065, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

316.065 Crashes; reports; penalties.—

(1) The driver of a vehicle involved in a crash resulting
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243 in injury to or death of any persons or damage to any vehicle or
244 other property in an apparent amount of at least $2,000 $566

245 |shall immediately by the quickest means of communication give
246 |notice of the crash to the local police department, if such

247 crash occurs within a municipality; otherwise, to the office of
248 the county sheriff or the nearest office or station of the

249 |Florida Highway Patrol. A violation of this subsection is a

250 noncriminal traffic infraction, punishable as a nonmoving

251 |violation as provided in chapter 318.

252 Section 16. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section

253 318.15, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:

254 318.15 Failure to comply with civil penalty or to appear;
255 |penalty.—

256 (1) (a) If a person fails to comply with the civil penalties
257 |provided in s. 318.18 within the time period specified in s.

258 318.14(4), fails to enter into or comply with the terms of a

259 |penalty payment plan with the clerk of the court in accordance
260 with ss. 318.14 and 28.246, fails to attend driver improvement
261 school, or fails to appear at a scheduled hearing, the clerk of
262 the court must notify the Department of Highway Safety and Motor
263 |Vehicles of such failure within 10 days after such failure. Upon
264 receipt of such notice, the department must immediately issue an
265 |order suspending the driver license and privilege to drive of
266 |such person effective 20 days after the date the order of

267 suspension is provided maited in accordance with s. 322.251(1),
268 (2), and (6). The order also must inform the person that he or
269 she may contact the clerk of the court to establish a payment
270 |plan pursuant to s. 28.246(4) to make partial payments for

271 court-related fines, fees, service charges, and court costs. Any
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such suspension of the driving privilege which has not been
reinstated, including a similar suspension imposed outside of
this state, must remain on the records of the department for a
period of 7 years from the date imposed and must be removed from
the records after the expiration of 7 years from the date it is
imposed. The department may not accept the resubmission of such
suspension.

Section 17. Subsection (2) of section 320.02, Florida
Statutes, 1s amended to read:

320.02 Registration required; application for registration;
forms.—

(2) (2a) The application for registration must include the
street address of the owner’s permanent Florida residence or the

address of his or her permanent place of business in this state

and be accompanied by personal or business identification

information. If the vehicle is registered to an active duty

member of the United States Armed Forces who i1s a Florida

resident, the active duty member is not required to provide the

street address of a permanent Florida residence.

(b) An individual applicant must provide proof of address

satisfactory to the department and:

1. A valid REAL ID driver'’s d&xiwver license or

identification card issued by this state or another state; e®

2. A valid, unexpired United States passport; or

3. A valid, unexpired passport issued by another country

and an unexpired Form I-94 issued by the United States Bureau of

Customs and Border Protection.

For purposes of this paragraph, the term “REAL ID driver'’s
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vehicle dealers and manufacturers, maintaining competition,
providing consumer protection and fair trade, and providing

those residing in economically disadvantaged areas minorities

with opportunities for full participation as motor vehicle
dealers. Sections 320.61-320.70 are intended to apply solely to
the licensing of manufacturers, factory branches, distributors,
and importers and do not apply to non-motor-vehicle-related
businesses.

Section 19. Subsection (3) of section 320.63, Florida
Statutes, 1s amended to read:

320.63 Application for license; contents.—Any person
desiring to be licensed pursuant to ss. 320.60-320.70 shall make
application therefor to the department upon a form containing
such information as the department requires. The department
shall require, with such application or otherwise and from time
to time, all of the following, which information may be
considered by the department in determining the fitness of the
applicant or licensee to engage in the business for which the
applicant or licensee desires to be licensed:

(3) (&) From each manufacturer, distributor, or importer
which utilizes an identical blanket basic agreement for its
dealers or distributors in this state, which agreement comprises
all or any part of the applicant’s or licensee’s agreements with
motor vehicle dealers in this state, a copy of the written
agreement and all supplements thereto, together with a list of
the applicant’s or licensee’s authorized dealers or distributors
and their addresses. The applicant or licensee shall further
notify the department immediately of the appointment of any

additional dealer or distributor. The applicant or licensee
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shall annually report to the department on its efforts to add

new minerity dealer points in economically disadvantaged areas,

including difficulties encountered under ss. 320.61-320.70. Fe=x
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288703+ Not later than 60 days before the date a revision or
modification to a franchise agreement is offered uniformly to a
licensee’s motor vehicle dealers in this state, the licensee
shall notify the department of such revision, modification, or
addition to the franchise agreement on file with the department.
In no event may a franchise agreement, or any addendum or
supplement thereto, be offered to a motor vehicle dealer in this
state until the applicant or licensee files an affidavit with
the department acknowledging that the terms or provisions of the
agreement, or any related document, are not inconsistent with,
prohibited by, or contrary to the—preovisions—econtained—3n SsS.
320.60-320.70. Any franchise agreement offered to a motor
vehicle dealer in this state must shad+ provide that all terms

and conditions in such agreement inconsistent with the law and
rules of this state are of no force and effect.

(b) For purposes of this subsection, the term “economically

disadvantaged area” means a defined geographic area within this

state in which at least one of the following conditions exists:

1. The per capita income for residents within the area is

less than 80 percent of the per capita income in this state.

2. The unemployment rate within the area was more than 1

percent over the unemployment rate for this state over the

previous 24 months.

Section 20. Subsection (2) of section 320.95, Florida
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388 Statutes, is amended to read:
389 320.95 Transactions by electronic or telephonic means.—
390 (2) The department may collect e-mail eteetroniewmait

mat++ 1in lieu of the United

P

391 addresses and use e-malil eleetront

392 States Postal Service as a method of notification fer—the

393 Ul rnoa £ vtz Ad oy A
PP sSC—OTr—pP o v

394 Section 21. Subsection (44) of section 322.01, Florida

WAl et a Ao
warr 1ocxrcts.

395 Statutes, 1is amended to read:
396 322.01 Definitions.—As used in this chapter:
397 (44) “Tank vehicle” means a vehicle £hat—3s designed to

398 transport any liquid or gaseous material within one or more

399 tanks that have an individual rated capacity that exceeds 119

400 gallons and an aggregate rated capacity of 1,000 gallons or more

401 and that are a—%tank either permanently or temporarily
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