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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to the Department of Highway Safety
and Motor Vehicles; amending s. 207.001, F.S.;
revising a short title; reordering and amending s.
207.002, F.S.; defining terms and revising
definitions; amending s. 207.003, F.S.; conforming
provisions to changes made by the act; amending s.
207.004, F.S.; requiring licensure in lieu of
registration of motor carriers operating certain
qualified motor vehicles; requiring motor carriers to
obtain fuel use decals in lieu of identifying devices;
requiring that qualified motor vehicles carry a copy
of the license or make the license available
electronically; requiring that fuel tax decals be
conspicuously displayed on qualified motor wvehicles
while the vehicles are operated on public highways;
requiring the department or its authorized agent to
issue licenses and fuel tax decals; requiring that
fuel tax decal renewal orders be submitted
electronically through an online system beginning on a
certain date; providing an exception; revising
required contents of temporary fuel-use permits;
deleting provisions for driveaway permits; amending s.
207.005, F.S.; revising due dates for motor fuel use
tax returns submitted by licensed motor carriers;
requiring that tax returns be submitted electronically
through an online system beginning on a certain date;
providing an exception; amending s. 207.007, F.S.;

revising the method of calculating interest due for
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certain delinquent taxes; prohibiting a person from
knowingly making, or assisting any other person in
making, a false statement in connection with an audit;
prohibiting a person from counterfeiting, altering,
manufacturing, or selling fuel tax licenses, fuel tax
decals, or temporary fuel-use permits except under
certain circumstances; providing penalties; amending
s. 207.008, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes
made by the act; amending s. 207.011, F.S.;
authorizing the department to inspect the records of
motor carriers, motor fuel retail dealers, and
wholesale distributors which are necessary to verify
tax returns; amending ss. 207.013 and 207.014, F.S.;
conforming provisions to changes made by the act;
amending s. 207.019, F.S.; requiring motor carriers to
destroy fuel tax decals and notify the department upon
the discontinuance, sale, or transfer of the business;
amending ss. 207.023, 207.0281, and 212.08, F.S.;
conforming provisions to changes made by the act;
amending s. 316.065, F.S.; revising the apparent
amount of property damage that requires the driver of
a vehicle involved in a crash to notify law
enforcement of the crash; amending s. 318.15, F.S.;
conforming provisions to changes made by the act;
amending s. 320.02, F.S.; requiring vehicle
registration applicants to provide a Florida address;
providing an exception; requiring an applicant to
provide satisfactory proof of address and certain

documentation; defining the term “REAL ID driver’s
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license or identification card”; amending s. 320.605,
F.S.; revising legislative intent; amending s. 320.63
F.S.; revising information that an applicant or

licensee must annually report to the department;
defining the term “economically disadvantaged area”;
amending s. 320.95, F.S.; revising the purpose for
which the department may use e-mail; amending s.

322.01, F.S.; revising the definition of the term

SB 1290
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“tank vehicle”; amending s. 322.08, F.S.; revising the

purpose for which the department may use e-mail;
amending ss. 322.18, 322.21, and 322.251, F.S.;
authorizing the department to provide certain orders
and notices by e-mail notification; amending s.
322.2616, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made
by the act; amending s. 322.292, F.S.; revising
criteria the department must apply in considering an
application for approval of a DUI program; amending
ss. 322.64, 324.091, and 324.171, F.S.; conforming
provisions to changes made by the act; amending s.

328.30, F.S.; revising the purpose for which the

department may use e-mail; amending s. 627.7415, F.S.;

conforming a provision to changes made by the act;
amending ss. 316.545 and 319.35, F.S.; conforming

cross-references; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

4

Section 1. Section 207.001, Florida Statutes, is amended to

read:
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207.001 Short title.—This chapter shall be known as the
“Florida Piesel—Fuvel—and Motor Fuel Use Tax Act ofE398%,” and
the taxes levied under this chapter shall be in addition to all
other taxes imposed by law.
Section 2. Section 207.002, Florida Statutes, 1s reordered
and amended to read:
207.002 Definitions.—As used in this chapter, the term:
(11)44> “Qualified cemmereiat motor vehicle” means any

vehicle not owned or operated by a governmental entity which

uses diesel—fwel—or motor fuel on the public highways; and which

has two axles and a gross vehicle weight or registered gross

vehicle weight in excess of 26,000 pounds, or has three or more

axles regardless of weight, or is used in combination when the
weight of such combination exceeds 26,000 pounds gross vehicle

weight or registered gross vehicle weight. The term excludes any

recreational vehicle or vehicle owned or operated by a community

transportation coordinator as defined in s. 427.011 or by a
private operator that provides public transit services under
contract with such a provider.

(1)42> “Department” means the Department of Highway Safety
and Motor Vehicles.

(2) “International Fuel Tax Agreement” means a reciprocal

agreement among states of the United States, provinces of

Canada, and other such member jurisdictions to provide for the

administration, collection, and enforcement of taxes on the

basis of fuel consumed, distance accrued, or both, in member

jurisdictions.
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(3)45> “Interstate” means vehicle movement between or

through two or more member jurisdictions states.

(4) 46> “Intrastate” means vehicle movement from one point

within a member jurisdiction state to another point within the

same member Jjurisdiction state.

(5) “Member jurisdiction” means a state of the United

States, province of Canada, or other such jurisdiction that is a

member of the International Fuel Tax Agreement.

(6)+4#+H- “Motor carrier” means any person owning,
controlling, operating, or managing any motor vehicle used to
transport persons or property over any public highway.

(7)48r ™“Motor fuel” means any fuel placed in the fuel

supply storage unit of a qualified motor vehicle, including an

alternative fuel, such as pure methanol, ethanol, or other

alcohol; a blend of 85 percent or more alcohol with gasoline;

natural gas and liquified fuel produced from natural gas;

propane; coal-derived liquified fuel; hydrogen; electricity;

pure biodiesel (B100) fuel, other than alcohol, derived from

biological materials; P-series fuel; or any other type of fuel

or energy used to propel a qualified motor vehicle what—3s
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(8)4%)> “Operate,” “operated,” “operation,” or “operating”

means and includes the utilization in any form of any qualified

commereiat motor vehicle, whether loaded or empty, whether

utilized for compensation or not for compensation, and whether
owned by or leased to the motor carrier who uses it or causes it
to be used.

(9) 465

“Person” means and includes natural persons,

corporations, copartnerships, firms, companies, agencies, or
associations, singular or plural.

(10) 443> “Public highway” means any public street, road, or
highway in this state.

2 —Registrant’ means a personr Th WhoSe rafme—or AamesS—&
vehiele—dspropertyregistereeds

(12)43+3)> “Use,” “uses,” or “used” means the consumption of

fyel—oer motor fuel in a qualified eemmereiat motor

H-

drese
vehicle for the propulsion thereof.
Section 3. Section 207.003, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:
207.003 Privilege tax levied.—A tax for the privilege of

operating any qualified eemmereizst motor vehicle upon the public

highways of this state shall
at a rate which includes the
II, and IV of chapter 206 on

fuel used for the propulsion

be levied upon every motor carrier

minimum rates provided in parts I,

each gallon of diesel—fued motor

of a qualified eemmereiat motor

—~
o

vehicle by such motor carrier within this £hke state.

Section 4.

read:

Section 207.004,

Florida Statutes, is amended to
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fuel tax

decals +identifyingdeviees; fees; renewals; temporary fuel-use

permits and—driveaway permiEs.—
(1) (a)

A Ne motor carrier may not shald operate or cause to

be operated in this state any qualified eemmereiat motor

vehicle,

other than a Florida-based qualified eemmereiat motor

vehicle that travels Florida intrastate mileage only, which £hat

1 ESEEwaN| £V
T ot T OT

uses diese

motor fuel until such carrier is licensed

under the International Fuel Tax Agreement and issued fuel tax

decals has—reesistered z2+1 Adoar s+t r oo A ~xd ot~
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agreement; andhasbeen—issued—anidentifyingdeviee or such

carrier is has—Pbeen issued a temporary

fuel-use permit as

authorized under subsection (5)

The fee for each set

vehicle operated.

sgbseetions—4)r—and—5) for each

of fuel tax decals 1is

£

£
[ S ) ) o

$4 per year or

T

copy of the license must be carried in

any fraction thereof. A

each vehicle or made

available electronically. The fuel tax decals fer—eaech such
T daont 2 £z~ T T aaiind Th T dent 2 iz v~y AAxza ~ aho17 W
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provided—by—thedepartment—and must be

conspicuously displayed

on the qualified eemmereiadt motor vehicle as prescribed by the
instructions on the reverse side of the decal department while

the vehicle 4+t is being operated on the public highways of this

state.

from one vehicle to another vehicle or

another motor carrier is prohibited.

The transfer of fuel tax decals an—identifying deviee

from one motor carrier to

The department or its

authorized agent shall issue the licenses and fuel tax decals.

(b)

The motor carrier to whom fuel tax decals have been
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issued 1s anddentifyving deviecehas beendssued—shatt—be solely

responsible for the proper use of the fuel tax decals

reifying—deviee by its employees, consignees, or lessees.

(2) Fuel tax decals Fdentifyingdeviees shall be issued

each year for the period January 1 through December 31, or any

portion thereof, if tax returns and tax payments, when

applicable, have been submitted to the department for all prior

reporting periods. Fuel tax decals Fdentifyingdeviees may be

displayed for the next succeeding indicia period beginning

December 1 of each year. Beginning October 1, 2025, except as

otherwise authorized by the department, all fuel tax decal

renewal orders must be electronically submitted through an

online system prescribed by the department.

(3) If a motor carrier licensed in this state no longer

operates or causes to be operated in this state a qualified

ceommereiatr motor vehicle, the fuel tax decals must identifying

deviee—shaltd be destroyed and the motor carrier to whom the fuel

tax decals were deviee—was issued must shaltt notify the

department immediately by letter of such removal and of the

number of fuel tax decals theidentifying deviece—that has been
destroyed.

(4) A motor carrier must, before operating a qualified

commereiatr motor vehicle on the public highways of this state,
mast display fuel tax decals apr—identifyingdeviee as required

under subsections (1) and (2) or must obtain a temporary fuel-

use permit for that vehicle as provided in subsection (5). A
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permits secure from the department, or any wire service
authorized by the department, a temporary fuel-use permit.

(b) The fee for a temporary fuel-use permit is $45. A

temporary fuel-use permit expires 10 days after the date of

issuance and exempts the vehicle from payment of the motor fuel

tax imposed under this chapter during the period for which the

permit is valid. However, this paragraph does not exempt the

vehicle from payment at the pump of the fuel tax imposed under

chapter 206.

(c) A btank temporary fuel-use permit must—before—its—uses

mitat it ~A Nz 1 maotror N s o L T 21 VSR R 22N o e
R AW ey s Ay Ay AL I WAL W § Ly T o T OO0 \_/L/LJ_J__L\_,J_, [ S ) A L.,_Yt/\_,, (A T iy
identify the carrier, the vehicle to which the permit 1is

. L, . . .
assigned, and the permit’s effective date and expiration date
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wvehiete. The endersed temporary fuel-use permit must shadd—then
be carried on the vehicle that it identifies and must shatd be
exhibited on demand to any authorized personnel. Temporary fuel-
use permits may be transmitted to the motor carrier by
electronic means and—shatl—be——completed—as—ouvtlined by
department personnel prior to transmittal.

(d) The motor carrier to whom a temporary fuel-use permit
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(a) If annual filing, the due date is January 1. shaltt—be

(b) If semiannual filing, the due dates are shaldi—be
January 1 and July 1l.;—e¥

(c) If quarterly filing, the due dates are shald—be January
1, April 1, July 1, and October 1.

(2) The amount of fuel used in the propulsion of any
qualified eemmereiat motor vehicle within this state may be
calculated, if the motor carrier maintains adequate records, by
applying total interstate vehicular consumption of all diesed
fyel—=nd motor fuel used as related to total miles traveled and
applying such rate to total miles traveled within this state. In
the absence of adequate documentation by the motor carrier, the
department may adopt is—autherized—topromulgate rules
converting miles driven to gallons used.

(3) For the purpose of computing the carrier’s liability
for the road privilege tax, the total gallons of fuel used in
the propulsion of any qualified eemmereiat motor vehicle in this
state shall be multiplied by the rates provided in parts I, II,
and IV of chapter 206. From the sum determined by this
calculation, there shall be allowed a credit equal to the amount
of the tax per gallon under parts I, II, and IV of chapter 206
for each gallon of fuel purchased in this state during the
reporting period when the diesel fuel or motor fuel tax was paid
at the time of purchase. If the tax paid under parts I, II, and
IV of chapter 206 exceeds the total tax due under this chapter,
the excess may be allowed as a credit against future tax

payments, until the credit is fully offset or until eight

Page 12 of 36

CODING: Words striekern are deletions; words underlined are additions.




349
350
351
352
353
354
355
356
357
358
359
360
361
362
363
364
365
366
367
368
369
370
371
372
373
374
375
376
377

Florida Senate - 2025 SB 1290

14-00457A-25 20251290
calendar quarters shal+t have passed since the end of the

calendar quarter in which the credit accrued, whichever occurs
first. A refund may be made for this credit provided it exceeds
$10.

(4) The department may adopt is—autherized—topromulgate
the necessary rules to provide for an adequate bond from each
motor carrier to ensure payment of taxes required under this
chapter.

(5) Beginning October 1, 2025, except as otherwise

authorized by the department, all returns must be submitted

electronically through an online system prescribed by the

department.

Section 6. Section 207.007, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

207.007 Offenses; penalties and interest.—

(1) If any motor carrier licensed registered under this
chapter fails to file a return or anmg& pay any tax liability
under this chapter within the time required hereunder, the
department may impose a delinquency penalty of $50 or 10 percent
of the delinquent taxes due, whichever is greater, if the
failure is for not more than 30 days, with an additional 10
percent penalty for each additional 30 days, or fraction
thereof, during the time which the failure continues, not to
exceed a total penalty of 100 percent in the aggregate. However,
the penalty may not be less than $50.

(2) In addition to any other penalties, any delinquent tax

shall bear interest in accordance with the International Fuel

H

ni nt+
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(3) Any person who:
a

(

report, or return required by theprovisiens—ef this chapter;

) Willfully refuses or neglects to make any statement,

(b) Knowingly makes, or assists any other person in making,
a false statement in a return or report, ¥ in connection with
an application for licensure registratiern under this chapter, or

in connection with an audit; e=

(c) Counterfeits, alters, manufactures, or sells fuel tax

licenses, fuel tax decals, or temporary fuel-use permits without

first having obtained the department’s permission in writing; or

(d) Violates any of the provisions of this chapter, a

penalty for which is not otherwise provided,

commits d+s—guitty—eof a felony of the third degree, punishable as
provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084. In addition,

the department may revoke or suspend the licensure and

registration privileges under ss. 207.004 and 320.02 of the
violator. Each day or part thereof during which a person
operates or causes to be operated a qualified eemmereialr motor
vehicle without being the holder of fuel tax decals an

identifyingdeviee or having a valid temporary fuel-use e
driveaway permit as required by this chapter constitutes a

separate offense within the meaning of this section. In addition
to the penalty imposed by this section, the defendant is shaitd

be required to pay all taxes, interest, and penalties due to the
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state.

Section 7. Section 207.008, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

207.008 Retention of records by motor carrier.—Each

licensed registered motor carrier shall maintain and keep
pertinent records and papers as may be required by the
department for the reasonable administration of this chapter and
shall preserve the records upon which each eguwarterdty tax return
is based for 4 years following the due date or filing date of
the return, whichever is later.

Section 8. Subsection (3) of section 207.011, Florida
Statutes, 1is amended to read:

207.011 1Inspection of records; hearings; forms; rules.—

(3) The department, or any authorized agent thereof, is
authorized to examine the records, books, papers, and equipment

of any motor carrier, any retail dealer of motor dfeset fuels,

and any wholesale distributor of dfesel—Fwuels—oe+* motor fuels
which £hat are deemed necessary to verify the truth and accuracy

of any statement, e¥ report, or return and ascertain whether the

tax imposed by this chapter has been paid.

Section 9. Section 207.013, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

207.013 Suits for collection of unpaid taxes, penalties,
and interest.—Upon demand of the department, the Department of
Legal Affairs or the state attorney for a judicial circuit shall
bring appropriate actions, in the name of the state or in the
name of the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles in
the capacity of its office, for the recovery of taxes,

penalties, and interest due under this chapter; and judgment
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436 shall be rendered for the amount so found to be due together
437| with costs. However, if it is shadd—Pe found as a fact that such
438 claim for, or grant of, an exemption or credit was willful on

439| the part of any motor carrier, retail dealer, or distributor of

440 eresel—Ffuwedt—or motor fuel, judgment must shadd be rendered for
441 double the amount of the tax found to be due with costs. The
442 department may employ an attorney at law to institute and

443 prosecute proper proceedings to enforce payment of the taxes,
444| penalties, and interest provided for by this chapter and may fix
445 the compensation for the services of such attorney at law.

446 Section 10. Subsection (3) of section 207.014, Florida
4477 Statutes, 1is amended to read:

448 207.014 Departmental warrant for collection of unpaid
449 taxes.—

450 (3) In the event there is a contest or claim of any kind
451 with reference to the property levied upon or the amount of

452 taxes, costs, or penalties due, such contest or claim must shatd

453| be tried in the circuit court in and for the county in which the
454 warrant was executed, as nearly as may be in the same manner and
455| means as such contest or claim would have been tried in such
456| court had the warrant originally issued upon a judgment rendered
457| by such court. The warrant issued as provided in this section

458 constitutes shall-—eceonstitute prima facie evidence of the amount

459 of taxes, interest, and penalties due to the state by the motor

460| carrier; and the burden of proof is shaii—be upon the motor

401 carrier, retail dealer, or distributor of diesel—fuvel-or motor
462 fuel to show that the amounts or penalties were incorrect.

463 Section 11. Subsection (1) of section 207.019, Florida

464 Statutes, is amended to read:

Page 16 of 36
CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




465
466
467
468
469
470
471
472
473
474
475
476
477
478
479
480
481
482
483
484
485
486
487
488
489
490
491
492
493

Florida Senate - 2025 SB 1290

14-00457A-25 20251290
207.019 Discontinuance or transfer of business; change of
address.—
(1) Whenever a person ceases to engage in business as a

motor carrier within this #he state by reason of the

discontinuance, sale, or transfer of the business of such
person, he or she shall notify the department in writing at
least 10 days before prier—te the time the discontinuance, sale,
or transfer takes effect. Such notice must shald give the date
of discontinuance and, in the event of a sale or transfer of the
business, the date thereof and the name and address of the

purchaser or transferee. All diesel—fuwel—e+ motor fuel use taxes

shatd become due and payable concurrently with such
discontinuance, sale, or transfer; and any such person shall,
concurrently with such discontinuance, sale, or transfer, make a

report andy pay all such taxes, interest, and penalties. The

person shall immediately destroy the fuel tax decals and notify

the department by letter of such destruction and of the number

of the fuel tax decals that have been destroyed—and—surrender
+ 1+ A rtEmant + 1 roocel ot vt n oo a + ISR SN NE L IR
sy T \J.CtJDLJ_ CITITTTTC T J_C\j_LQL_.LDLL__LULL T oo a T U iy o A COTT t—/C.LQUll

Section 12. Subsections (1) and (3) of section 207.023,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

207.023 Authority to inspect vehicles, make arrests, seize
property, and execute warrants.—

(1) As a part of their responsibility when inspecting

qualified motor eemmereialt vehicles, the Department of Highway

Safety and Motor Vehicles, the Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services, and the Department of Transportation shall

ensure that all vehicles are properly qualified under £he

previsiens—ef this chapter.
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(3) Qualified cemmereiad motor vehicles owned or operated
by any motor carrier who refuses to comply with this chapter may
be seized by authorized agents or employees of the Department of
Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, the Department of Agriculture
and Consumer Services, or the Department of Transportation; or
authorized agents and employees of any of these departments also
may seize property as set out in ss. 206.205, 206.21, and
206.215. Upon such seizure, the property must shait: be
surrendered without delay to the sheriff of the county where the
property was seized for further proceedings.

Section 13. Subsections (1) and (6) of section 207.0281,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

207.0281 Registration; cooperative reciprocal agreements
between states.—

(1) The Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles may
enter into a cooperative reciprocal agreement, including, but
not limited to, the International Fuel Tax fwel—tax Agreement,
with another state or group of states for the administration of
the tax imposed by this chapter. An agreement arrangement,
declaration, or amendment is not effective until stated in
writing and filed with the Department of Highway Safety and
Motor Vehicles.

(6) This section and the contents of any reciprocal
agreement entered into under this section supersede all other
fuel-tax requirements of this chapter for qualified ceommereialt
motor vehicles.

Section 14. Paragraph (aa) of subsection (7) of section
212.08, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

212.08 Sales, rental, use, consumption, distribution, and
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523 storage tax; specified exemptions.—The sale at retail, the
524 rental, the use, the consumption, the distribution, and the
525| storage to be used or consumed in this state of the following
526| are hereby specifically exempt from the tax imposed by this
527 chapter.
528 (7) MISCELLANEOUS EXEMPTIONS.—-Exemptions provided to any
529| entity by this chapter do not inure to any transaction that is
530 otherwise taxable under this chapter when payment is made by a
531 representative or employee of the entity by any means,
532 including, but not limited to, cash, check, or credit card, even
533| when that representative or employee is subsequently reimbursed
534| by the entity. In addition, exemptions provided to any entity by
535 this subsection do not inure to any transaction that is
536| otherwise taxable under this chapter unless the entity has
537 obtained a sales tax exemption certificate from the department
538 or the entity obtains or provides other documentation as
539 required by the department. Eligible purchases or leases made
540 with such a certificate must be in strict compliance with this
541 subsection and departmental rules, and any person who makes an
542 | exempt purchase with a certificate that is not in strict
543 compliance with this subsection and the rules is liable for and
544 shall pay the tax. The department may adopt rules to administer
545 this subsection.
546 (aa) Certain commercial vehicles.—Also exempt is the sale,
547 lease, or rental of a qualified eemmereiat motor vehicle as
548 defined in s. 207.002, when the following conditions are met:
549 1. The sale, lease, or rental occurs between two commonly

550 owned and controlled corporations;

551 2. Such vehicle was titled and registered in this state at
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the time of the sale, lease, or rental; and

3. Florida sales tax was paid on the acquisition of such
vehicle by the seller, lessor, or renter.

Section 15. Subsection (1) of section 316.065, Florida
Statutes, 1s amended to read:

316.065 Crashes; reports; penalties.—

(1) The driver of a vehicle involved in a crash resulting
in injury to or death of any persons or damage to any vehicle or
other property in an apparent amount of at least $1,500 $566
shall immediately by the quickest means of communication give
notice of the crash to the local police department, if such
crash occurs within a municipality; otherwise, to the office of
the county sheriff or the nearest office or station of the
Florida Highway Patrol. A violation of this subsection is a
noncriminal traffic infraction, punishable as a nonmoving
violation as provided in chapter 318.

Section 16. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
318.15, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:

318.15 Failure to comply with civil penalty or to appear;
penalty.—

(1) (a) If a person fails to comply with the civil penalties
provided in s. 318.18 within the time period specified in s.
318.14(4), fails to enter into or comply with the terms of a
penalty payment plan with the clerk of the court in accordance
with ss. 318.14 and 28.246, fails to attend driver improvement
school, or fails to appear at a scheduled hearing, the clerk of
the court must notify the Department of Highway Safety and Motor
Vehicles of such failure within 10 days after such failure. Upon

receipt of such notice, the department must immediately issue an

Page 20 of 36

CODING: Words striekern are deletions; words underlined are additions.




581
582
583
584
585
586
587
588
589
590
591
592
593
594
595
596
597
598
599
600
601
602
603
604
605
606
607
608
609

Florida Senate - 2025 SB 1290

14-00457A-25 20251290
order suspending the driver license and privilege to drive of
such person effective 20 days after the date the order of
suspension is provided maidted in accordance with s. 322.251(1),
(2), and (6). The order also must inform the person that he or
she may contact the clerk of the court to establish a payment
plan pursuant to s. 28.246(4) to make partial payments for
court-related fines, fees, service charges, and court costs. Any
such suspension of the driving privilege which has not been
reinstated, including a similar suspension imposed outside of
this state, must remain on the records of the department for a
period of 7 years from the date imposed and must be removed from
the records after the expiration of 7 years from the date it is
imposed. The department may not accept the resubmission of such
suspension.

Section 17. Subsection (2) of section 320.02, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

320.02 Registration required; application for registration;
forms.—

(2) (a) The application for registration must include the

street address of the owner’s permanent residence in this state

or the address of his or her permanent place of business in this

state and be accompanied by personal or business identification

information. If the vehicle is registered to an active duty

member of the United States Armed Forces who 1s a Florida

resident, the active duty member is not required to provide the

street address of a permanent Florida residence.

(b) An individual applicant must provide proof of address

satisfactory to the department and:

1. A valid REAL ID driver'’s d&xiwver license or
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registering their motor vehicles.

Section 18. Section 320.605, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

320.605 Legislative intent.—It is the intent of the
Legislature to protect the public health, safety, and welfare of
the citizens of the state by regulating the licensing of motor
vehicle dealers and manufacturers, maintaining competition,
providing consumer protection and fair trade, and providing

those residing in economically disadvantaged areas minorities

with opportunities for full participation as motor vehicle
dealers. Sections 320.61-320.70 are intended to apply solely to
the licensing of manufacturers, factory branches, distributors,
and importers and do not apply to non-motor-vehicle-related
businesses.

Section 19. Subsection (3) of section 320.63, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

320.63 Application for license; contents.—Any person
desiring to be licensed pursuant to ss. 320.60-320.70 shall make
application therefor to the department upon a form containing
such information as the department requires. The department
shall require, with such application or otherwise and from time
to time, all of the following, which information may be
considered by the department in determining the fitness of the
applicant or licensee to engage in the business for which the
applicant or licensee desires to be licensed:

(3) (&) From each manufacturer, distributor, or importer
which utilizes an identical blanket basic agreement for its
dealers or distributors in this state, which agreement comprises

all or any part of the applicant’s or licensee’s agreements with
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motor vehicle dealers in this state, a copy of the written
agreement and all supplements thereto, together with a list of
the applicant’s or licensee’s authorized dealers or distributors
and their addresses. The applicant or licensee shall further
notify the department immediately of the appointment of any
additional dealer or distributor. The applicant or licensee

shall annually report to the department on its efforts to add

new mimerity dealer points in economically disadvantaged areas,

including difficulties encountered under ss. 320.61-320.70. Fe=x
pPHHraoaoa £ +haa o~ PN\ PECNE IR 2NN SN I /A= NN | sz + o S maan1ner
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288703+ Not later than 60 days before the date a revision or
modification to a franchise agreement is offered uniformly to a
licensee’s motor vehicle dealers in this state, the licensee
shall notify the department of such revision, modification, or
addition to the franchise agreement on file with the department.
In no event may a franchise agreement, or any addendum or
supplement thereto, be offered to a motor vehicle dealer in this
state until the applicant or licensee files an affidavit with
the department acknowledging that the terms or provisions of the
agreement, or any related document, are not inconsistent with,
prohibited by, or contrary to the—provisions—econtained—3n ssS.
320.60-320.70. Any franchise agreement offered to a motor
vehicle dealer in this state must shadd provide that all terms
and conditions in such agreement inconsistent with the law and
rules of this state are of no force and effect.

(b) For purposes of this subsection, the term “economically

disadvantaged area” means a defined geographic area within this

state in which at least one of the following conditions exists:
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1. The per capita income for residents within the area is

less than 80 percent of the per capita income in this state.

2. The unemployment rate within the area was more than 1

percent over the unemployment rate for this state over the

previous 24 months.

Section 20. Subsection (2) of section 320.95, Florida

Statutes, 1is amended to read:

320.95 Transactions by electronic or telephonic means.—

(2) The department may collect e-mail eleetroniemailt

mat++ 1in lieu of the United

addresses and use e-malil eleetront

P

States Postal Service as a method of notification fer—the

Section 21. Subsection (44) of section 322.01, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

322.01 Definitions.—As used in this chapter:

(44) “Tank vehicle” means a vehicle £hat—3s designed to

transport any liquid or gaseous material within one or more

tanks that have an individual rated capacity that exceeds 119

gallons or an aggregate rated capacity that exceeds 1,000

gallons and that are a—tamk either permanently or temporarily

attached to the vehicle or chassis. A commercial motor vehicle

transporting an empty storage container tank that is not

designed for transportation, but that is temporarily attached to

a flatbed trailer, is not a tank vehicle,—3f suech tank has—=a

Adoai~xnad Ao~ 4 rg £ 1 IANAVA RPN N N EV S SN 3
S oo Cto—CopatCtCTrtty O T7ovuvvu oot O morc.

Section 22. Subsection (10) of section 322.08, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:
322.08 Application for license; requirements for license

and identification card forms.—
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726 (10) The department may collect e-mail eleetroniemait

7277 addresses and use e-mail eteetreniemait in lieu of the United

728 States Postal Service as a method of notification fer—the
729| purpese—of providingrenewal notieces.

730 Section 23. Paragraph (a) of subsection (8) of section

731 322.18, Florida Statutes, i1s amended to read:

732 322.18 Original applications, licenses, and renewals;

733| expiration of licenses; delinquent licenses.—

734 (8) The department shall issue 8-year renewals using a

735| convenience service without reexamination to drivers who have
736| not attained 80 years of age. The department shall issue 6-year
737 renewals using a convenience service when the applicant has

738 satisfied the requirements of subsection (5).

739 (a) If the department determines from its records that the
740| holder of a license about to expire is eligible for renewal, the
741| department must shadt+ mall a renewal notice to the licensee at

742 his or her last known address or provide a renewal notice to the

743 licensee by e-mail notification, not less than 30 days before

744| prier to the licensee’s birthday. The renewal notice must shald
745 direct the licensee to appear at a driver license office for in-
746| person renewal or to transmit the completed renewal notice and
747 the fees required by s. 322.21 to the department using a

748 convenience service.

749 Section 24. Subsection (4) of section 322.21, Florida

750 Statutes, 1is amended to read:

751 322.21 License fees; procedure for handling and collecting
752 fees.—

753 (4) If the department determines from its records or is

754 otherwise satisfied that the holder of a license about to expire
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755 is entitled to have it renewed, the department must shadtd mail a
756 renewal notice to the licensee at his or her last known address

757| or provide a renewal notice to the licensee by e-mail

758| notification, within 30 days before the licensee’s birthday. The

759 licensee must shaldt be issued a renewal license, after

760 reexamination, if required, during the 30 days immediately

761| preceding his or her birthday upon presenting a renewal notice,
762 his or her current license, and the fee for renewal to the

763| department at any driver license examining office.

764 Section 25. Subsections (1), (2), (3), and (6) of section
765 322.251, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

766 322.251 Notice of cancellation, suspension, revocation, or
767 disqualification of license.—

768 (1) All orders of cancellation, suspension, revocation, or
769| disqualification issued under the provisions of this chapter,
770| chapter 318, chapter 324, or ss. 627.732-627.734 must shadt be
771| given exfher by personal delivery thereof to the licensee whose
772 license 1is being canceled, suspended, revoked, or disqualified;
773| e¥ by deposit in the United States mail in an envelope, first
774 class, postage prepaid, addressed to the licensee at his or her

775 last known mailing address furnished to the department; or by e-

776 mail notification authorized by the licensee. Such methods of

777 notification maidting by the department constitute notice

778 constitutes—meotifieation, and any failure by the person to

779| receive the mailted order does witd not affect or stay the

780 effective date or term of the cancellation, suspension,
781 revocation, or disqualification of the licensee’s driving

782| privilege.

783 (2) The giving of notice and an order of cancellation,
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suspension, revocation, or disqualification by—mait is complete

upon expiration of 20 days after e-mail notification or, if

mailed, 20 days after deposit in the United States mail for all

notices except those issued under chapter 324 or ss. 627.732-

627.734, which are complete 15 days after e-mail notification

or, if mailed, 15 days after deposit in the United States mail.

Proof of the giving of notice and an order of cancellation,
suspension, revocation, or disqualification in such either

manner must shatdt be made by entry in the records of the

department that such notice was given. The entry is admissible
in the courts of this state and constitutes sufficient proof
that such notice was given.

(3) Whenever the driving privilege is suspended, revoked,

or disqualified under the—preovisiens—ef this chapter, the period

of such suspension, revocation, or disqualification must shaid

be indicated on the order of suspension, revocation, or
disqualification, and the department shall require the licensee
whose driving privilege is suspended, revoked, or disqualified
to surrender all licenses then held by him or her to the

department. However, if sheuld the person fails faiF+ to

surrender such licenses, the suspension, revocation, or
disqualification period does shaltd not expire until a period
identical to the period for which the driving privilege was
suspended, revoked, or disqualified has expired after the date
of surrender of the licenses, or the date an affidavit swearing
such licenses are lost has been filed with the department. In
any instance where notice of the suspension, revocation, or
disqualification order is given maited as provided herein, and

the license is not surrendered to the department, and such
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813 license thereafter expires, the department may shald not renew
814 that license until a period of time identical to the period of
815 such suspension, revocation, or disqualification imposed has
816| expired.
817 (6) Whenever a cancellation, suspension, revocation, or
818 disqualification occurs, the department shall enter the
819 cancellation, suspension, revocation, or disqualification order

820 on the licensee’s driver file 20 days after e-mail notification

821| or, if mailed, 20 days after the notice was actually placed in

822| the mail. Any inquiry into the file after the 20-day period

823 shall reveal that the license is canceled, suspended, revoked,
824 or disqualified and whether the license has been received by the
825 department.

826 Section 26. Subsection (4) of section 322.2616, Florida
827 Statutes, is amended to read:

828 322.2616 Suspension of license; persons under 21 years of
829| age; right to review.—

830 (4) If the department finds that the license of the person
831 should be suspended under this section and if the notice of

832 suspension has not already been served upon the person by a law
833| enforcement officer or correctional officer as provided in

834 subsection (2), the department must shal+ issue a notice of

835 suspension and, unless the notice is provided maited under s.
836 322.251, a temporary driving permit that expires 10 days after
837 the date of issuance if the driver is otherwise eligible.

838 Section 27. Paragraph (c) of subsection (2) of section
839 322.292, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

840 322.292 DUI programs supervision; powers and duties of the

841| department.—
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(2) The department shall adopt rules to implement its
supervisory authority over DUI programs in accordance with the
procedures of chapter 120, including the establishment of
uniform standards of operation for DUI programs and the method
for setting and approving fees, as follows:

(c) Implement procedures for the granting and revoking of
licenses for DUI programs, including:

1. A uniform application fee not to exceed $1,000 but in an
amount sufficient to cover the department’s administrative costs
in processing and evaluating DUI program license applications.
The application fee does shald not apply to programs that apply
for licensure to serve a county that does not have a currently
licensed DUI program or where the currently licensed program has
relinquished its license.

2. In considering an application for approval of a DUI
program, the department shall determine whether improvements in
service may be derived from the operation of the DUI program and
the number of clients currently served in the circuit. The
department shall apply the following criteria:

a. The increased frequency of classes and availability of
locations of services offered by the applicant DUI program.

b. Services and fees offered by the applicant DUI program
and any existing DUI program.

c. The number of DUI clients currently served and
historical trends in the number of clients served in the
circuit.

d. The availability, accessibility, and service history of
any existing DUI program services.

e. The applicant DUI program’s service history.
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f. The availability of resources, including personnel,
demonstrated management capability, and capital and operating
expenditures of the applicant DUI program.
g. Improved services to mimerity—and special needs clients

and those residing in economically disadvantaged areas.

3. Authority for competing applicants and currently
licensed DUI programs serving the same geographic area to
request an administrative hearing under chapter 120 to contest
the department’s determination of need for an additional
licensed DUI program in that area.

4. A requirement that the department revoke the license of
any DUI program that does not provide the services specified in
its application within 45 days after licensure and notify the
chief judge of that circuit of such revocation.

5. A requirement that all applicants for initial licensure
as a DUI program in a particular circuit on and after the
effective date of this act must, at a minimum, satisfy each of
the following criteria:

a. Maintain a primary business office in the circuit which
is located in a permanent structure that is readily accessible
by public transportation, if public transportation is available.
The primary business office must be adequately staffed and
equipped to provide all DUI program support services, including
registration and a file for each person who registers for the
program.

b. Have a satellite office for registration of DUI
offenders in each county in the circuit which is located in a
permanent structure that is readily accessible by public

transportation, if public transportation is available. A
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satellite office is not required in any county where the total
number of DUI convictions in the most recent calendar year is
less than 200.

c. Have a classroom in each county in the circuit which is
located in a permanent structure that is readily accessible by
public transportation, if public transportation is available. A
classroom is not required in any county where the total number
of DUI convictions in the most recent calendar year is less than
100. A classroom may not be located within 250 feet of any
business that sells alcoholic beverages. However, a classroom
may shaltdt not be required to be relocated when a business
selling alcoholic beverages locates to within 250 feet of the
classroom.

d. Have a plan for conducting all DUI education courses,
evaluation services, and other services required by the
department. The level I DUI education course must be taught in
four segments, with no more than 6 hours of classroom
instruction provided to any offender each day.

e. Employ at least 1 full-time certified addiction
professional for the program at all times.

f. Document support from community agencies involved in DUI
education and substance abuse treatment in the circuit.

g. Have a volunteer board of directors and advisory
committee made up of citizens who reside in the circuit in which
licensure is sought.

h. Submit documentation of compliance with all applicable
federal, state, and local laws, including, but not limited to,
the Americans with Disabilities Act.

Section 28. Subsection (3) of section 322.64, Florida

Page 32 of 36

CODING: Words striekern are deletions; words underlined are additions.




929
930
931
932
933
934
935
936
937
938
939
940
941
942
943
944
945
946
947
948
949
950
951
952
953
954
955
956
957

Florida Senate - 2025 SB 1290

14-00457A-25 20251290
Statutes, is amended to read:

322.64 Holder of commercial driver license; persons
operating a commercial motor vehicle; driving with unlawful
blood-alcohol level; refusal to submit to breath, urine, or
blood test.—

(3) If the department determines that the person arrested
should be disqualified from operating a commercial motor vehicle
pursuant to this section and if the notice of disqualification
has not already been served upon the person by a law enforcement
officer or correctional officer as provided in subsection (1),
the department must shadd issue a notice of disqualification
and, unless the notice is provided mailted pursuant to s.
322.251, a temporary permit which expires 10 days after the date
of issuance if the driver is otherwise eligible.

Section 29. Subsection (1) of section 324.091, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

324.091 Notice to department; notice to insurer.—

(1) Each owner and operator involved in a crash or
conviction case within the purview of this chapter shall furnish
evidence of automobile liability insurance or motor vehicle

liability insurance within 14 days after the date of providing

the—maiting—of notice of crash by the department in the form and
manner as i1t may designate. Upon receipt of evidence that an
automobile liability policy or motor vehicle liability policy
was in effect at the time of the crash or conviction case, the
department shall forward to the insurer such information for
verification in a method as determined by the department. The
insurer shall respond to the department within 20 days after the

notice whether or not such information is wvalid. If the
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department determines that an automobile liability policy or
motor vehicle liability policy was not in effect and did not
provide coverage for both the owner and the operator, it must
shatt take action as it is authorized to do under this chapter.

Section 30. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section
324.171, Florida Statutes, i1s amended to read:

324.171 Self-insurer.—

(1) Any person may qualify as a self-insurer by obtaining a
certificate of self-insurance from the department which may, in
its discretion and upon application of such a person, issue said
certificate of self-insurance when such person has satisfied the
requirements of this section to qualify as a self-insurer under
this section:

c The owner of a commercial motor vehicle, as defined in

(
207
U7

o
O .

)
02—+ s. 320.01, or a gqualified motor vehicle, as

defined in s. 207.002, may qualify as a self-insurer subject to

the standards provided for in subparagraph (b)2.

Section 31. Subsection (3) of section 328.30, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

328.30 Transactions by electronic or telephonic means.—

(3) The department may collect e-mail eleetreoniemailt

addresses and use e-mail eleetroniemait in lieu of the United

States Postal Service as a method of notification fer—the
Section 32. Section 627.7415, Florida Statutes, 1s amended

to read:

627.7415 Commercial or qualified motor vehicles; additional

liability insurance coverage.—Commercial motor vehicles, as

defined in s+—26+662—-e* s. 320.01, and qualified motor
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987 vehicles, as defined in s. 207.002, operated upon the roads and

988 highways of this state must shad+ be insured with the following

989| minimum levels of combined bodily liability insurance and

990| property damage liability insurance in addition to any other
991 insurance requirements:

992 (1) Fifty thousand dollars per occurrence for a commercial

993| motor vehicle or qualified motor vehicle with a gross vehicle

994 weight of 26,000 pounds or more, but less than 35,000 pounds.
995 (2) One hundred thousand dollars per occurrence for a

996| commercial motor vehicle or qualified motor vehicle with a gross

997| wvehicle weight of 35,000 pounds or more, but less than 44,000
998| pounds.
999 (3) Three hundred thousand dollars per occurrence for a

1000 commercial motor vehicle or qualified motor vehicle with a gross

1001| wvehicle weight of 44,000 pounds or more.

1002 (4) All commercial motor vehicles and qualified motor

1003| wvehicles subject to regulations of the United States Department
1004 of Transportation, 49 C.F.R. part 387, subparts A and B, and as
1005| may be hereinafter amended, must shaltd be insured in an amount
1006| equivalent to the minimum levels of financial responsibility as
1007 set forth in such regulations.

1008
1009| A violation of this section is a noncriminal traffic infraction,
1010| punishable as a nonmoving violation as provided in chapter 318.
1011 Section 33. Paragraph (b) of subsection (4) of section
1012 316.545, Florida Statutes, i1s amended to read:

1013 316.545 Weight and load unlawful; special fuel and motor
1014 fuel tax enforcement; inspection; penalty; review.—

1015 (4)
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1016 (b) In addition to the penalty provided for in paragraph
1017 (a), the vehicle may be detained until the owner or operator of

1018| the vehicle furnishes evidence that the vehicle has been

1019| properly registered pursuant to s. 207.004. Any officer of the
1020 Florida Highway Patrol or agent of the Department of

1021 Transportation may issue a temporary fuel use permit and collect
1022 the appropriate fee as provided for in s. 207.004(5) 5=

1023| 264-684{4)y. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (6),

1024 all permit fees collected pursuant to this paragraph shall be
1025 transferred to the Department of Highway Safety and Motor

1026| Vehicles to be allocated pursuant to s. 207.026.

1027 Section 34. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section
1028 319.35, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:

1029 319.35 Unlawful acts in connection with motor vehicle
1030 odometer readings; penalties.—

1031 (1)

1032 (b) It is unlawful for any person to knowingly provide
1033 false information on the odometer readings required pursuant to
1034 ss. 319.23(3) and 320.02(2) (d) ss8+=338023{3)—=and320-022){b).
1035 Section 35. This act shall take effect July 1, 2025.
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