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LEGISLATIVE ACTION
Senate . House
Comm: RCS
04/17/2025

The Committee on Fiscal Policy (Simon) recommended the

following:

Senate Substitute for Amendment (934982) (with title

amendment)

Delete lines 1705 - 2583

and insert:
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read:

984.15 Petition for a child in need of services.—
(1) All proceedings seeking an adjudication that a child is
a child in need of services shall be initiated by the filing of

a petition by an attorney representing the department or by the

child’s parent, legal guardian, or degat custodian. F—a—ehild
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(2) (a) The department shall file a petition for a child in

need of services if the child meets the definition of a child in

need of services, and the case mapager—o¥ staffing committee
recommends ¥eeguests that a petition be filed and:

1. The family and child have in good faith, but
unsuccessfully, used the services and process described in ss.
984.11 and 984.12; or

2. The family or child have refused a3+ services described
in ss. 984.11 and 984.12 after reasonable efforts by the
department to involve the family and child in voluntary family

services and—+treatment.
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(b) Once the requirements in paragraph (a) have been met,
the department shall file a petition for a child in need of
services as soon as practicable within45days.

(c) The petition shall be in writing, shall state the
specific grounds uwrader—s+—984-03(%> by which the child is

designated a child in need of services, and shall certify that

the conditions prescribed in paragraph (a) have been met. The
petition shall be signed by the petitioner under oath stating
good faith in filing the petition and shall be signed by an
attorney for the department.

(3) (a) The parent, legal guardian, or +ega* custodian may
file a petition alleging that a child is a child in need of
services 1if:

1. The department waives the requirement for a case
staffing committee.

2. The department fails to convene a meeting of the case
staffing committee within 7 days, excluding weekends and legal
holidays, after receiving a written request for such a meeting
from the child’s parent, legal guardian, or Z*ega+ custodian.

3. The parent, legal guardian, or degal+ custodian does not
agree with the plan for services offered by the case staffing
committee.

4. The department fails to provide a written report within
7 days after the case staffing committee meets, as required

under s. 984.12(10) s+—5884-324&).

(b) The parent, legal guardian, or *egat custodian must
give the department prior written notice of intent to file the
petition. If, at the arraignment hearing, the court finds that

such written notice of intent to file the petition was not
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provided to the department, the court shall dismiss the
petition, postpone the hearing until such written notice is
given, or, if the department agrees, proceed with the
arraignment hearing. The petition must be served on the
department’s office of general counsel.

(c) The petition must be in writing and must set forth

specific facts alleging that the child is a child in need of

services as—defined—ins-—984-083(9). The petition must also
demonstrate that the parent, legal guardian, or +egat custodian
has in good faith, but unsuccessfully, participated in the
services and processes described in ss. 984.11 and 984.12.

(4)+e> The petition must be signed by the petitioner under
oath.

(5)+4e> The court, on its own motion or the motion of any
party or the department, shall determine the legal sufficiency
of a petition filed under this subsection and may dismiss any
petition that lacks sufficient grounds. In addition, the court
shall verify that the child is not:

(a)3+= The subject of a pending investigation into an
allegation or suspicion of abuse, neglect, or abandonment;

(b)2= The subject of a pending petition referrat alleging
that the child is delinquent; or

(c)3= Under the current supervision of the department or

the Department of Children and Families for an adjudication or

withholding of adjudication of delinquency or dependency.

(6)4+4) The form of the petition and any additional contents

shall be determined by rules of procedure adopted by the Supreme

Court.

(7)45)r The petitioner department—or—the parent—guardian;
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or—tegat—eustedian may withdraw a petition at any time before

prieor—te the child is being adjudicated a child in need of

services.
Section 18. Section 984.151, Florida Statutes, 1s amended
to read:

984.151 Early truancy intervention; truancy petition;

judgment preseecution;dispesitieon.—

(1) If the school determines that a student subject to
compulsory school attendance has had at least five unexcused
absences, or absences for which the reasons are unknown, within
a calendar month or 10 unexcused absences, or absences for which
the reasons are unknown, within a 90-calendar-day period
pursuant to s. 1003.26(1) (b), or has had more than 15 unexcused
absences in a 90-calendar-day period, the superintendent of
schools or his or her designee may file a truancy petition

seeking early truancy intervention.

(2) The petition shall be filed in the circuit in which the
student is enrolled in school.

(3) Original jurisdiction to hear a truancy petition shall
be in the circuit court; however, the circuit court may use a

general or special magistrate master pursuant to Supreme Court

rules. Upon the filing of the petition, the clerk shall issue a
summons to the parent, legal guardian, or *ega+ custodian of the
student, directing that person and the student to appear for a
hearing at a time and place specified.

(4) The petition must contain the following: the name, age,
and address of the student; the name and address of the
student’s parent or guardian; the school where the student is

enrolled; the efforts the school has made to get the student to
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156 attend school in compliance with s. 1003.26; the number of out-

157 of-school contacts between the school system and student’s

158 |parent or guardian; and the number of days and dates of days the
159 |student has missed school. The petition shall be sworn to by the
160 superintendent or his or her designee.

161 (5) Once the petition is filed, the court shall hear the
162 |petition within 30 days.

163 (6) The student and the student’s parent or guardian shall
164 attend the hearing.

165 (7) If the court determines that the student did miss any
166 of the alleged days, the court shall enter an order finding the

167 child to be a truant status offender and the court shall order

168 the student to attend school and order the parent, legal

169 |guardian, or custodian to ensure that the student attends

170 school. The court’s power under this subsection is limited to

171 entering orders to require the student to attend school and

172 require the student and family to participate in services to

173 encourage regular school attendance. The court+—ard may order

174 any of the following services:

175 (a) The student to participate in attermative sanections—+te

176 |inetudemandateory attendance at alternative classes; fo—be

| ~

177 oteowed v mandateorycommunitySservieces—heu S

178 to—6—monthss+—+the student—and

179 (b) The student’s parent, legal e¥ guardian, or custodian

180 to participate in parenting classes homemakeror parent—aide

181 Serviees;

182 (c) The student or the student’s parent, legal e¥ guardian

183 |or custodian to participate in individual, group, or family

184 intensive—erisis counseling;
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(d) The student or the student’s parent, legal e¥ guardian

or custodian to participate in community mental health services

or substance abuse treatment services if available and

applicable;
(e¢) The student and the student’s parent, legal e=

guardian, or custodian to participate in services serviee

provided by state or community wetuntaryor—community agencies,

if appropriate as—avaitabte, including services for families in

need of services as provided in s. 984.11;

(f) The student and the student’s parent, legal guardian,

or custodian to attend meetings with school officials to address

the child’s educational needs, classroom assignment, class

schedule, and other barriers to school attendance identified by

the child’s school, the child or his or her family;

(g) The student and the student’s parent, legal guardian,

or custodian to engage in learning activities provided by the

school board as to why education is important and the potential

impact on the child’s future employment and education options if

the attendance problem persists; or

(h) =am»d The student or the student’s parent, legal e¥

guardian, or custodian to participate in vocational ory job

training—er—empltoyment—serviees.

(8) If the student does not substantially comply with

compulsory school attendance and court-ordered services required

under suveeessfulty—complete—the sanctions—erdered—in subsection

(7), and the child meets the definition of a child in need of

services, the case shall be referred by the court to the

department’s authorized agent for review by the case staffing

committee under s. 984.12 with a recommendation to file a
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petition for child in need of services ehild—in-need—of—-serviees

petition under s. 984.15. The court shall review the case not

less than every 45 days to determine whether the child is in

substantial compliance with compulsory education or if the case

should be referred to the case staffing committee in accord with

this subsection.

(9) If the student substantially complies with compulsory

school attendance the court shall close the truancy case.

(10) TIf the child is adjudicated a child in need of

services pursuant to s. 984.21, the truancy case shall be closed

and jurisdiction relinquished in accordance with s. 984.04.

(11) The court may retain jurisdiction of any case in which

the child is noncompliant with compulsory education and the

child does not meet the definition of a child in need of

services under this chapter until jurisdiction lapses pursuant
to s. 984.04.

(12) The court may not order a child placed in shelter

pursuant to this section unless the court has found the child to

be in contempt for violation of a court order under s. 984.09.

(13)4%> The parent, legal guardian, or Zegat custodian and

the student shall participate, as required by court order, in
any sanctions or services required by the court under this
section, and the court shall enforce such participation through
its contempt power.

(14) Any truant student that meets the definition of a

child in need of services and who has been found in contempt for

violation of a court order under s. 984.09 two or more times

shall be referred to the case staffing committee under s. 984.12

with a recommendation to file a petition for a child in need of
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(15) The clerk of court must serve any court order

services.

referring the case to voluntary family services or the case

staffing committee to the department’s office of general counsel

and to the department’s authorized agent.

Section 19. Subsections (3) and (5) of section 984.16,
Florida Statutes, are amended, and subsection (11) is added to
that section, to read:

984.16 Process and service for child in need of services

petitions.—
(3) The summons shall require the person on whom it is

served to appear for a hearing at a time, ana place, and manner

f d Esernmarnt 29 ~oc~o £ maAds A mAa A Nty +h + 2 alho11
Speclliled. oXteprtTHi—taSeS—oOrmetaIrCar—CSmergentcyy crrC—cTimtCc—oSTtia T

EEWANE S =N
T O

1 oo
T Cc—CS5S

summons must may¥ require the custodian to bring the child to
12N

court +f+theecourtdetermines—+

,_
H
D

reeessary. A copy of the petition shall be attached to the
summons.

(5) The jurisdiction of the court shall attach to the child

and the parent, legal guardian, or custodian—erJtegal—guardian

of the child and the case when the summons is served upon the
child or a parent, e* legal guardian, or aetwat+ custodian of the
child; e* when the child is taken into custody with or without
service of summons and after filing of a petition for a child in

need of services; or when a party personally appears before the

court whichever occurs first, and thereafter the court may

control the child and case in accordance with this chapter.

(11) If a court takes action that directly involves a

student’s school, including, but not limited to, an order that a
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student attend school, attend school with his or her parent,

requiring the parent to participate in meetings, including

parent-teacher conferences, Section 504 plan meetings or

individualized education plan meetings to address the student’s

disability, the office of the clerk of the court shall provide

notice to the school of the court’s order.

Section 20. Section 984.17, Florida Statutes, is amended to

read:
984.17 Response to petition and representation of parties.—

(1) At the time a child in need of services petition is

filed, the court may appoint a guardian ad litem for the child.
(2) No answer to the petition or any other pleading need be

filed by any child, parent, e¥ legal guardian, or custodian, but

any matters which might be set forth in an answer or other
pleading may be pleaded orally before the court or filed in
writing as any such person may choose. Notwithstanding the
filing of an answer or any pleading, the child and e¥ parent,

legal guardian, or custodian shall, before prier—+te an

adjudicatory hearing, be advised by the court of the right to
counsel.

(3) When a petition for a child in need of services has
been filed and the parents, legal guardian, or +ega+ custodian
of the child and the child have advised the department that the
truth of the allegations is acknowledged and that no contest is
to be made of the adjudication, the attorney representing the
department may set the case before the court for a disposition
hearing. If there is a change in the plea at this hearing, the
court shall continue the hearing to permit the attorney

representing the department to prepare and present the case.
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(4) An attorney representing the department shall represent

the state in any proceeding in which the petition alleges that a

child is a child in need of services and—inwhich o party denies

the—allegatieons—of the petition and contests—the adiudication
Section 21. Section 984.18, Florida Statutes, is repealed.
Section 22. Section 984.19, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

984.19 Medical screening and treatment of child;
examination of parent, legal guardian, or person requesting
custody.—

(1) When any child is to be placed in shelter care, the

department or its authorized agent may is—avtherized—toe have a
medical screening provided for performed—on the child without

authorization from the court and without consent from a parent,

legal e¥ guardian, or custodian. Such medical screening shall be

provided performed by a licensed health care professional and

shall be to screen examine the child for injury, illness, and
communicable diseases. In no case does this subsection authorize
the department to consent to medical treatment for such
children.

(2) When the—department—hasperformed the medical screening
authorized by subsection (1) or when it is otherwise determined
by a licensed health care professional that a child is in need
of medical treatment, consent for medical treatment shall be
obtained in the following manner:

(a)l. Consent to medical treatment shall be obtained from a

parent, legal e¥ guardian, or custodian of the child; or

2. A court order for such treatment shall be obtained.

(b) If a parent, legal e¥ guardian, or custodian of the
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330 child is unavailable and his or her whereabouts cannot be

331 reasonably ascertained, and it is after normal working hours so
332 that a court order cannot reasonably be obtained, an authorized
333 |agent of the department or its provider has the authority to

334 consent to necessary medical treatment for the child. The

335 authority of the department to consent to medical treatment in
336 this circumstance is limited to the time reasonably necessary to
337 obtain court authorization.

338 (c) If a parent, legal e+ guardian, or custodian of the

339 |child is available but refuses to consent to the necessary

340 treatment, a court order is required, unless the situation meets
341 the definition of an emergency in s. 743.064 or the treatment
342 needed is related to suspected abuse or neglect of the child by
343 the parent or guardian. In such case, the department’s

344 authorized agent may department—has—+the avtherity—+e consent to

345 |necessary medical treatment. This authority is limited to the

346 time reasonably necessary to obtain court authorization.
347
348 In no case may the department consent to sterilization,

349 |abortion, or termination of life support.

350 (3) A judge may order that a child alleged to be or

351 adjudicated a child in need of services be examined by a

352 licensed health care professional. The judge may also order such
353 child to be evaluated by a psychiatrist or a psychologist, by a
354 district school board educational needs assessment team, or, if
355 a developmental disability is suspected or alleged, by the

356 |developmental disability diagnostic and evaluation team of the

357 Department of Children and Families or Agency for Persons with

358 Disabilities. The judge may order a family assessment if that
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assessment was not completed at an earlier time. If it is
necessary to place a child in a residential facility for such
evaluation, then the criteria and procedure established in s.
394.463(2) or chapter 393 shall be used, whichever is
applicable. The educational needs assessment provided by the
district school board educational needs assessment team shall
include, but not be limited to, reports of intelligence and
achievement tests, screening for learning disabilities and other
handicaps, and screening for the need for alternative education
pursuant to s. 1003.53.

(4) A judge may order that a child alleged to be or
adjudicated a child in need of services be treated by a licensed
health care professional. The judge may also order such child to
receive mental health or intellectual disability services from a
psychiatrist, psychologist, or other appropriate service
provider. If it is necessary to place the child in a residential
facility for such services, the procedures and criteria
established in s. 394.467 or chapter 393 shall be used, as
applicable. A child may be provided services in emergency
situations pursuant to the procedures and criteria contained in
s. 394.463(1) or chapter 393, as applicable.

(5) When there are indications of physical injury or
illness, a licensed health care professional shall be
immediately contacted eatted or the child shall be taken to the
nearest available hospital for emergency care.

(6) Except as otherwise provided herein, mething—in this

section does not shall—bedeemed—+e eliminate the right of a

parent, legal & guardian, or custodian, or the child to consent

to examination or treatment for the child.
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388 (7) Except as otherwise provided herein, nething—in this
389 section does not shall—bedeemed—+te alter the provisions of s.
390 |743.0064.

391 (8) A court may order shallnetbe preecludedfromordering
392 |services or treatment to be provided to the child by a duly

393 accredited practitioner who relies solely on spiritual means for
394 |healing in accordance with the tenets and practices of a church
395 |or religious organization, when required by the child’s health
396 |and when requested by the child.

397 (9) Nethimg—3n This section does not shall-—be—econstruved—+eo

398 authorize the permanent sterilization of the child, unless such
399 |sterilization is the result of or incidental to medically

400 necessary treatment to protect or preserve the life of the

401 |child.

402 (10) For the purpose of obtaining an evaluation or

403 examination or receiving treatment as authorized pursuant to

@,
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404 this section, no child alteged—to—be—-orfound—teobe—a—<chit
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405 |a—famity—in need—-of—servd !
406 shall be placed in a detention facility or other program used
407 |primarily for the care and custody of children alleged or found
408 to have committed delinquent acts.

409 (11) The parents, legal guardian, or custodian guardiarn of

410 a child alleged to be or adjudicated a child in need of services
411 remain financially responsible for the cost of medical treatment
412 |provided to the child even if one or both of the parents or if

413 |the legal guardian, or custodian did not consent to the medical

414 treatment. After a hearing, the court may order the parents,

415 legal e¥ guardian, or custodian, if found able to do so, to

416 |reimburse the department or other provider of medical services
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A judge may order a child under its jurisdiction to

for treatment provided.

(12)

submit to substance abuse evaluation, testing, and treatment in

ot o "1
oo tCTITOT—T=T

foara +h
C T 10 I

accordance with s.
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(13) At any time after the filing of a petition for a child

in need of services, when the mental or

including the blood group, of a parent,
person requesting custody of a child is

court may order the person to submit to

examination by a qualified professional.

only upon good cause shown and pursuant

physical condition,
or other

the

guardian,
in controversy,
a physical or mental
The order may be made

to notice and procedures

as set forth by the Florida Rules of Juvenile Procedure.

Section 23. Section 984.20,

Florida Statutes,

is amended to

read:

984.20 Hearings for child in need of services ehiltd—in-
reed—of-serviees cases.—

(1) ARRAIGNMENT HEARING.-—

(a) The clerk shall set a date for an arraignment hearing

within a reasonable time after the date of the filing of the

child in need of services petition. The court shall advise the

child and the parent, legal guardian, or custodian of the right

to counsel as provided in s. 984.07. Whenr o echitd has been—taken
1T+ A1ttt Az g r A~ £ +1 PSSR NN N N anmant hag v~y o171
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ewstedy+- The hearing shall be held for the child and the parent,
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legal guardian, or custodian to admit, deny, or consent to

findings that a child is in need of services as alleged in the
petition.

If the child and the parent, legal guardian, or

custodian admit or consent to the findings in the petition, the

court shall adjudicate the child a child in need of services and

proceed as set forth in the Florida Rules of Juvenile Procedure.

However, if either the child or the parent, legal guardian, or

custodian denies any of the allegations of the petition, the

court shall hold an adjudicatory hearing within a reasonable

time after the date of the arraignment hearing F—days—after—the

(b) The court may grant a continuance of the arraignment
h IWhaearn =~ ~h2 717 266 10 +1h oot~ Acg £ + 1 narant PR N I R
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thedate—-ofFtheF 3! the—petsrtion- 1f the child or =nd the

parent, legal guardian, or custodian request a continuance to

obtain an attorney. The case shall be rescheduled for an

arraignment hearing within a reasonable period of time to allow

for consultation admit B S P IS P [ R Ry + it
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(c) If at the arraignment hearing the child and the parent,
legal guardian, or custodian consents or admits to the
allegations in the petition and the court determines that the

984.15(5) 558843153+,

petition meets the requirements of s.
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the court shall proceed to hold a disposition hearing at the
earliest practicable time that will allow for the completion of
a predisposition study.

(d) Failure of a person served with notice to appear at the

arraignment hearing constitutes the person’s consent to the

adjudication of the child as a child in need of services. The

document containing the notice to respond or appear must

contain, in type as large as the balance of the document, the

following or substantially similar language:

FATLURE TO APPEAR AT THE ARRATGNMENT HEARTING

CONSTITUTES CONSENT TO THE ADJUDICATION OF THIS CHILD
AS A CHILD IN NEED OF SERVICES AND MAY RESULT IN THE
COURT ENTERING AN ORDER OF DISPOSITION AND PLACING THE

CHILD INTO SHELTER.

If a person appears for the arraignment hearing and the court

orders that person to appear, either physically or through

audio-video communication technology, at the adjudicatory

hearing for the child in need of services case, stating the

date, time, place, and, if applicable, the instructions for

appearance through audio-video communication technology, of the

adjudicatory hearing, that person’s failure to appear for the

scheduled adjudicatory hearing constitutes consent to

adjudication of the child as a child in need of services.

(2) ADJUDICATORY HEARING.—

(a) The adjudicatory hearing shall be held as soon as
practicable after the petition for a child in need of services

is filed and in accordance with the Florida Rules of Juvenile
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Procedure, but reasonable delay for the purpose of

investigation, discovery, or procuring counsel or witnesses

shall, whenever practicable, be granted. Ff—+theehildis—in
— TN ] . hall o] held within 14 o
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(b) Adjudicatory hearings shall be conducted by the judge
without a jury, applying the rules of evidence in use in civil

cases and adjourning the hearings from time to time as

necessary. In an adjudicatory & hearing em—apetitionin—which
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preponderance of evidence shall be required to establish that

the child is in need of services. If the court finds the

allegations are proven by a preponderance of evidence and the

child is a child in need of services, the court shall enter an

order of adjudication.

(c) All hearings, except as hereinafter provided, shall be
open to the public, and no person shall be excluded therefrom
except on special order of the judge who, in his or her
discretion, may close any hearing to the public when the public
interest or the welfare of the child, in his or her opinion, is
best served by so doing. Hearings involving more than one child
may be held simultaneously when the several children involved
are related to each other or were involved in the same case. The
child and the parent, legal guardian, or custodian of the child
may be examined separately and apart from each other.

(3) DISPOSITION HEARING.—
(a)

At the disposition hearing, if—+the—<court—finds—+that—+the

foamntao 11 PP~ I BN
E= co arrCHCO——TI—CcC—P<T

were—provenr—in—the adiudiecateryhearing,s the court shall receive
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and consider a predisposition study, which shall be in writing
and be presented by an authorized agent of the department or its
provider.

&> The predisposition study shall cover:

1. All treatment and services that the parent, legal
guardian, or custodian and child received.

2. The love, affection, and other emotional ties existing
between the family parents and the child.

3. The capacity and disposition of the parents, legal

guardian, or custodian to provide the child with food, clothing,

medical care or other remedial care recognized and permitted
under the laws of this state in lieu of medical care, and other
material needs.

4. The length of time that the child has lived in a stable,
satisfactory environment and the desirability of maintaining
continuity.

5. The permanence, as a family unit, of the existing or
proposed custodial home.

6. The moral fitness of the parents, legal guardian, or

custodian.

7. The mental and physical health of the family.

8. The home, school, and community record of the child.

9. The reasonable preference of the child, if the court
deems the child to be of sufficient intelligence, understanding,
and experience to express a preference.

10. Any other factor considered by the court to be
relevant.

(b) The predisposition study also shall provide the court

with documentation regarding:
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1. The availability of appropriate prevention, services,
and treatment for the parent, legal guardian, custodian, and
child to prevent the removal of the child from the home or to
reunify the child with the parent, legal guardian, or custodian

after removal or to reconcile the problems between the family

parent—guardiany—or—eustedian and the child.+
2. The inappropriateness of other prevention, treatment,
and services that were available.+
3. The efforts by the department to prevent shelter eut—-of-
home placement of the child or, when applicable, to reunify the
parent, legal guardian, or custodian if appropriate services
were available.s+

4. Whether voluntary family #he services were provided.s

5. If the voluntary family services and treatment were

provided, whether they were sufficient to meet the needs of the
child and the family and to enable the child to remain at home
or to be returned home.s

6. If the voluntary family services and treatment were not

provided, the reasons for such lack of provision.;—and

7. The need for, or appropriateness of, continuing such
treatment and services i1f the child remains in the custody of
the parent, legal guardian, or custodian or if the child is
placed outside the home.

(c) If placement of the child with anyone other than the
child’s parent, guardian, or custodian is being considered, the
study shall include the designation of a specific length of time
as to when custody by the parent, guardian, or custodian shall
be reconsidered.

(d) A copy of this predisposition study shall be furnished
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to the person having custody of the child at the time such
person is notified of the disposition hearing.

(e) After review of the predisposition study and other

relevant materials, the court shall hear from the parties and

consider all recommendations for court-ordered services,

evaluations, treatment and required actions designed to remedy

the child’s truancy, ungovernable behavior, or running away. The

court shall enter an order of disposition.

Any other relevant and material evidence, including other
written or oral reports, may be received by the court in its
effort to determine the action to be taken with regard to the
child and may be relied upon to the extent of its probative
value, even though not competent in an adjudicatory hearing.
Except as provided in paragraph (2) (c¢), wethimg—3n this section
does not shkaltd prohibit the publication of proceedings in a
hearing.

(4) REVIEW HEARINGS.—

(a) The court shall hold a review hearing within 45 days
after the disposition hearing. Additional review hearings may be

held as necessary, allowing sufficient time for the child and

family to work toward compliance with the court orders and

monitoring by the case manager. No longer than 90 days may

elapse between judicial review hearings buvt—sme—tess—than—45—days

£4
[ E W g

(b) The parent, legal guardian, or custodian and the child

shall be noticed to appear for the review hearing. The

department must appear at the review hearing. If the parent,

legal guardian, or custodian does not appear at a review
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hearing, or if the court finds good cause to waive the child’s

presence, the court may proceed with the hearing and enter

orders that affect the child and family accordingly.

(c)4)> At the review hearings, the court shall consider the

department’s judicial review summary. The court shall close the

case if the child has substantially complied with the case plans
and court orders and no longer requires continued court

supervision, subject to the case being reopened. Upon request of

the petitioner, the court may close the case and relinquish

jurisdiction. If the child has significantly failed to comply

with the case plan or court orders, the child shall continue to
be a child in need of services and reviewed by the court as

needed. At review hearings, the court may enter further orders

to adjust the services case plan to address the family needs and

compliance with court orders, including, but not limited to,

ordering the child placed in shelter+—but—me—Jtess—than45+davys

£ loct ozt o BN
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Section 24. Section 984.21, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:
984.21 Orders of adjudication.—
(2)4+r If the court finds that the child named in a

petition is not a child in need of services, it shall enter an

order so finding and dismiss e&ismissing the case.

(D) T +1 = rt Lo A o+ Ah 31 A Ao A 2 N PN S I I P

=7 T CIt COoOorr TG o —tTcitatc Tttt CTrrr O oSO — I —Cctt Pttt OTT
1o o ~ha 1A 5 = £ vtz Ao it Farn Ao ot WA S NN +howr
To o CriirrrO T it O o C T v Ce oo TGttt 1to—atCTTOrr— Ot
+hoar i~ yza o0 Ay 2 hom ER I VNP S T I B | 1+ sy Nty S A
Chai S opCT v oo i o 1iomC—S T Cqurr oy T o ity CitcCTr ol —OTaCT

Page 23 of 32
4/16/2025 2:20:34 PM 594-03676-25




649
650
651
652
653
654
655
656
657
658
659
660
661
662
663
664
665
666
667
668
669
670
671
672
673
674
675
676
677

Florida Senate - 2025 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. CS for CS for SB 1344

| INRIOARY <=

Tt £330 ok s o e 4 rraradd e S S L HPE £+l A1 A
[ S & N WSl wa LT ITTTTCTNOS CTIITTO T CTIT t/LAJ.CLLL_, \jLAK_A.J.MJ.(_AJ.l, - oo CoOTIITIT O CTIT |\ i R En mp W §
N NN S e St I DA [ S I T PN S AN I I S DS T N P NI P C NP |
TV T IToCT uulllt/J.J.CM W ICTTT CTIT CUUTTO T ITUTTOS O QLABCJ.VJ.QJ.\JLL J.LLLt/\J;_)CM,
+ o e SNt~ o ENEVS IR at+r ] 2o + N NN =L N I RSN
CTIT AN R Sy wy utu_y 7 % N Sy wy - & T & R _Lll\j [ a O C O T 1O TIT CTIT ILVLL\JVLLLLJ_L_LLA.LJ.\, 7
i+ CEIE =S SSE T SR o PP S SN 71 Adan o £ + 1 IS £ + 1 ahs 1A 2 A
AW WL CTITOTCT [ SN U N Sy U B ) WS =V T OUTTT O g CTIT o C T T g T N i R e SR W 1T T

JSNEE T RN EENE I NE S NEEN rdayr NN R T RN O I G SN NE NP B SN i B S SN N NN o SNE
g oo LTV I COUTOy IO T aIT W S W B ups g (.A.\A.J | S\ R S Py & N WS S N O TTITCr [SSJ5 i N & iy e =y CITC T T O T T T
hosr £1-1 1 EEEE N SN S I R TR TR~ DoNE S —l N B~ TP S 2N —IPNE VS nraszi A for +h aha 14
TITTUV O [ S O g (.A.LAL_LJ.\J_LLL,_Y |\ i A W 8 g CTIT 1O \.zLJ.DLtJl.C.L Ry tJ.L\JVL\AC [ S (SR i 2 i g mpm By W 5
PP IS T [ PSP S
&y (& aw 5 LT T T

3) If the court finds by a preponderance of evidence that

the child named in a petition is a child in need of services,

ar
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ba er—subseetion—{2}++- 1t shall
incorporate that finding in an order of adjudication entered in
the case, briefly stating the facts upon which the finding is
made, and the court shall thereafter have full authority under
this chapter to provide for the child as adjudicated.

(1)44> An order of adjudication by a court that a child is

a child in need of services is a civil adjudication, and is

[0)]

BT N
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hat+ not be deemed a conviction, nor shall the child

be deemed to have been found guilty or to be a delinquent or

criminal by reason of £hat adjudication, nor shall that
adjudication operate to impose upon the child any of the civil
disabilities ordinarily imposed by or resulting from conviction
or disqualify or prejudice the child in any civil service
application or appointment.

Section 25. Section 984.22, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

984.22 Powers of disposition.—

(1) If the court finds that services and treatment have not

been provided or used wtitized by a child or family, the court

having jurisdiction of the child in need of services shall have
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the power to direct the least intrusive and least restrictive
disposition, as follows:

(a) Order the parent, legal guardian, or custodian and the
child to participate in treatment, services, and any other
alternative identified as necessary.

(b) Order the parent, legal guardian, or custodian to pay a
fine or fee based on the recommendations of the department.

(2) When any child is adjudicated by the court to be a
child in need of services, the court having jurisdiction of the
child and parent, legal guardian, or custodian shall have the
power, by order, to:

(a) Place the child under the supervision of the

department’s authorized agent eentraected provider of programs

and services for children in need of services and families in
need of services. The term “supervision,? for the purposes of
this section, means services as defined by the contract between
the department and the provider.

(b) Place the child in the temporary legal custody of an
adult willing to care for the child.

(c) Commit the child to a licensed child-caring agency
willing to receive the child and to provide services without
compensation from the department.

(d) Order the child, and, if the court finds it
appropriate, the parent, legal guardian, or custodian of the
child, to render community service in a public service program.

(e) Order the child placed in shelter pursuant to s.
984.225 or s. 984.226.

(3) When any child is adjudicated by the court to be a

child in need of services and temporary legal custody of the
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child has been placed with an adult willing to care for the
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the court shall order the natural or adoptive parents of such
child, including the natural father of such child born out of
wedlock who has acknowledged his paternity in writing before the
court, or the guardian of such child’s estate if possessed of
assets which under law may be disbursed for the care, support,
and maintenance of such child, to pay child support to the adult

relative caring for the child, the licensed child-caring agency,

the department efJFuwveniteJustiee, or the Department of
Children and Families. When such order affects the guardianship
estate, a certified copy of such order shall be delivered to the
judge having jurisdiction of such guardianship estate. If the
court determines that the parent is unable to pay support,
placement of the child shall not be contingent upon issuance of

a support order. The department may employ a collection agency

to receive, collect, and manage feor—the purpose—-of receivineg
/4 /4 I I g7

colttecting—andmanaging the payment of unpaid and delinquent
fees. The collection agency must be registered and in good
standing under chapter 559. The department may pay to the
collection agency a fee from the amount collected under the
claim or may authorize the agency to deduct the fee from the

amount collected.

(4 A1 “Aasrmant o £ £ a A + + 1 Ao vt~ mnAdaoar +1h 4o

\_.[ [ A W g tJ()._Ylll TITCTWO A\ - [=) Il aw | CTIT A8 tJ()._L CTIT i |\ AW - CIT 1O
nil1r o o+ + cral o ot n (2 alh 11 2N Aoarmos oo + = 1in + 1 CAan BN |
tJuJ_x_)uL/LJ.J.L. Ry o Ao O C 11T \d[, [N 2 NN Ny & R S T8 u\_/tJ\Jx_)_LL.\_/u i T I T T 1T T
Revente—Fund-

(4)45)r In carrying out the provisions of this chapter, the
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736 court shall order the child, family, parent, legal guardian, or
737 custodian of a child who is found to be a child in need of
738 |services to participate in family counseling and other

739 |professional counseling activities or other alternatives deemed

740 |necessary to address the needs fer—the rehabilitatien of the

741 child and family.

742 (5)+46> The participation and cooperation of the family,
743 parent, legal guardian, or custodian, and the child with court-
744 ordered services, treatment, or community service are mandatory,
745 not merely voluntary. The court may use its contempt powers to
746 |enforce its orders exrder.

747 Section 26. Section 984.225, Florida Statutes, is amended

748 to read:

749 984.225 Powers of disposition; placement in a staff-seeure
750 shelter.—

751 (1) Qoo e 4 P I = I I L, [ A S oy The
UULJ_J\./ T jawy L_)t/\./ [ S S - _L\.av_LL)_LL/LL.,_LV\_, ut/t/J_ut/J__LuL_,_LUJ.J.,

752 court may order that a child adjudicated as a child in need of

753 services be placed in shelter to enforce the court’s orders, to

754 ensure the child attends school, to ensure the child receives

755 needed counseling, and to ensure the child adheres to a service

756 |plan. While a child is in a shelter, the child shall receive

757 |education commensurate with his or her grade level and

758 educational ability. The department, or the department’s

759 authorized agent, must verify to the court that a shelter bed is

760 available for the child. If the department or the department’s

761 authorized agent verifies that a bed is not available, the

762 department shall place the child’s name on a waiting list. The

763 |child who has been on the waiting list the longest shall get the

764 next available bed. fer—up—+teo 90 days—inastaff-seceure——shelter
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(2) The court shall order the parent, legal guardian, or

custodian to cooperate with reunification efforts and

participate in counseling. If a parent, legal guardian, or

custodian prefers to arrange counseling or other services with a

private provider in lieu of using services provided by the

department, the family shall pay all costs associated with those

services.

(3) Placement of a child under this section is designed to

provide residential care on a temporary basis. Such placement

does not abrogate the legal responsibilities of the parent,

legal guardian, or custodian with respect to the child, except

to the extent that those responsibilities are temporarily

altered by court order.

(a) The court may order any child adjudicated a child in

need of services to be placed in shelter for up to 35 days.

(b) After other alternative, less restrictive, remedies

have been exhausted, the child may be placed in shelter for up
to 90 days if:
1.4 The child’s parent, legal guardian, or tega:

custodian refuses to provide food, clothing, shelter, and

necessary parental support for the child and the refusal is a
direct result of an established pattern of significant
disruptive behavior of the child in the home of the parent,
legal guardian, or *egad custodian;

2.4) The child refuses to remain under the reasonable care

and custody of the his—er—her parent, legal guardian, or ltegad

custodian, as evidenced by repeatedly running away and failing

to comply with a court order; or

Page 28 of 32
4/16/2025 2:20:34 PM 594-03676-25




794
795
796
797
798
799
800
801
802
803
804
805
806
807
808
809
810
811
812
813
814
815
816
817
818
819
820
821
822

Florida S
Bill No.

enate - 2025
CS for CS for SB 1344

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT

| INRIOARY <=

3.4e> The child has failed to successfully complete an
alternative treatment program or to comply with & court-ordered

services sametiern and the child has been placed in a shelter
residential—program on at least one prior occasion pursuant to a

court order after the child has been adjudicated a child in need

of services under—this chapter.

(4) The court shall review the child’s 90-day shelter

placement within 45 days after the child’s placement and

determine whether continued shelter is deemed necessary. The

court shall also determine whether the parent, legal guardian,

or custodian has reasonably participated in the child’s

counseling and treatment program, and is following the

recommendations of the program to work toward reunification. The

court shall also determine whether the department’s

reunification efforts have been reasonable. If the court finds

an inadequate level of support or participation by the parent,

legal guardian, or custodian before the end of the shelter

commitment period, the court shall direct a staffing to take

place with the Department of Children and Families.
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881
882 |================= T I TLE A MENDMEN T ================
883 |And the title is amended as follows:
884 Delete lines 104 - 105
885 |and insert:
886 and Families under certain circumstances; requiring a
887 court to refer a child to the Agency for Persons with
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