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An act relating to vessels; amending s. 327.45, F.S.;
specifying that the Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission’s authorization to establish protection
zones includes modifying the allowable means of
certain vessel positioning to prevent significant harm
to certain springs; revising what constitutes
significant harm; amending s. 327.56, F.S.;
prohibiting an officer from performing a vessel stop
or boarding a vessel without probable cause;
prohibiting an officer from performing a vessel stop
or boarding a vessel under certain circumstances;
providing that a violation of safety or marine
sanitation equipment requirements is a secondary
rather than a primary offense; amending s. 327.70,
F.S.; requiring the commission, in coordination with
the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles,
to create the “Florida Freedom Boater” safety
inspection decal for specified purposes; providing for
the award of such decal; providing requirements for
such decal; authorizing an officer to stop a vessel
for a lawful purpose when the officer has probable
cause or knowledge to believe a violation of certain
provisions has occurred or is occurring; creating s.
327.75, F.S.; providing a short title; defining the
terms “energy source” and “watercraft”; prohibiting
specified entities from restricting the use or sale of
watercraft based on the energy source used by such

watercraft; amending s. 379.226, F.S.; revising
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provisions prohibiting the issuance of a license to a
vessel owned by certain alien powers; providing an

effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (2) of section 327.45, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

327.45 Protection zones for springs.—

(2) The commission may establish by rule protection zones
that restrict the speed and operation of vessels, or that

prohibit or modify the allowable means of anchoring, mooring,

beaching, or grounding ef vessels, to protect and prevent

significant harm to first, second, and third magnitude springs

and springs groups, including their associated spring runs, as
determined by the commission using the most recent Florida

Geological Survey springs bulletin. Significant Fhis harm

includes negative impacts to water quality, water quantity,
hydrology, wetlands, and aquatic and wetland-dependent species

where the operation, anchoring, mooring, beaching, or grounding

of vessels is determined to be the predominant cause of negative

impacts.

Section 2. Section 327.56, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

327.56 Safety and marine sanitation equipment inspections;

probable cause; qualified.—
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cause er—knowtedge to believe that a violation of a—previsien—eof

this chapter has occurred or is occurring.

(2) An officer may not perform a vessel stop or board a

vessel for the sole purpose of performing a safety or marine

sanitation equipment inspection. A violation of safety or marine

sanitation equipment requirements is a secondary offense, rather

than a rimar Offense N Lo o I~ o s rah A N

p y IITT |\ R S S N w Lllu_y LA L® i upw § L N AL ™ ) uwp WITCTTT T
Nnoarataay AL aona EV S T R =N | + A3 anl o<z +h oLty v oo
\JtJC.LDLl—\J.L LT T Lo To A= L0 |\ B R @ B W g Ry \ALOtJLu_Y [ i QLAJ_CL._Y O [ 4 €7 R S Sy i ) Wy
PIENEENE I ST I PN PR A A I NN T I B 2SN N SN TS NN S 1+ F Aot A~A A o sz o
oI T T CTOCITTOUTT b\iu_Lt/ll.L\_,J.LL., J_\.,\iu_LJ_\.,\A. Ly L TLWy J S J_\.,\ﬁu\.,up\.,u (i A\ awy =AY Ly (=1
1 o0 NnfFar A AN £ A"~ r el A anfaty PASENE N RN PIENEENE I ST I PN
LTV I T O T O CTTITT T T UJ_J__LV\_,J_, 7 WITCTTT T [, = Sy wy A 3§ § & Rpu S S A ) w) oI T T CTOOCITTOUTT

srz1 a1 for arnorma~t - Ay 1o o +h fLfannr WA + 41 zoaaan ]

VIS TToTC O o ptt Tt oo rrS o s ittt Ot o0t as e v e sSsSeT.
(D Trarna~t o n £ £ St 2y o ana e L A AT g S with
=7 TSPttt TtTrOoT—0OTr T 0ot oSstecrotturS s o CoOMpTrTaontCctC—wI it

+haao cnanta-~Arn o171 N S Atz AAA 2 o 402 NQ1

CIr s oCtCTtToI—Sitaorr oS provIoCo TS+ T39I 7T~

Section 3. Subsection (2) of section 327.70, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:
327.70 Enforcement of this chapter and chapter 328.—

(2) (a)1l. The commission, in coordination with the

Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, shall create a

“Florida Freedom Boater” safety inspection decal for issue at

the time of registration or renewal, signifying that the wvessel

is deemed to have met the safety equipment carriage and use

requirements of this chapter. Upon demonstrated compliance with

the safety equipment carriage and use requirements of this

chapter at the time of registration or renewal during—a—safety
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vessel shall be issued a “Florida Freedom Boater” safety
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commission may designate by rule the timeframe for expiration

of, and the specific design for, the “Florida Freedom Boater”

safety inspection decal. However, a decal may not be valid for

less than 1 calendar year or more than 5 years at the time of

issue and, at a minimum, must meet the standards specified in

this paragraph. All—deecals—issued by —thecommission—on—-orbefore
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2. The “Florida Freedom Boater” safety inspection decal+—3F
disptayeds must be located within 6 inches of the inspected

vessel’s properly displayed vessel registration decal. For

nonmotorized vessels that are not required to be registered, the

S
“Florida Freedom Boater” safety inspection decal+—3fdisptayed;
must be located above the waterline on the forward half o

port side of the vessel.
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S
subsection does not restrict a law enforcement officer from

stopping a vessel for any other lawful purpose when the officer

has probable cause to believe that a violation of this chapter

has occurred or is occurring.

Section 4. Section 327.75, Florida Statutes, is created to
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117 read:
118 327.75 Watercraft Energy Source Freedom Act.—
119 (1) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be cited as the
120 “Watercraft Energy Source Freedom Act.”
121 (2) DEFINITIONS.—For the purposes of this section, the
122 term:
123 (a) “Energy source” means any source of energy used to

124 power a watercraft, including, but not limited to, gasoline,

125 diesel fuel, electricity, hydrogen, and solar power.

126 (b) “Watercraft” means any vessel or craft designed for

127 navigation on water, including boats and personal watercraft.

128 (3) PROHIBITION ON RESTRICTIONS BASED ON ENERGY SOURCE.—

129| Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, a state agency,

130| municipality, governmental entity, or county may not restrict

131 the use or sale of a watercraft based on the energy source used

132 to power the watercraft, including an energy source used for

133| propulsion or used for powering other functions of the

134 watercraft.

135 Section 5. Subsection (3) of section 379.226, Florida

136 Statutes, is amended to read:

137 379.226 Florida Territorial Waters Act; alien-owned

138 commercial fishing wvessels; prohibited acts; enforcement.—

139 (3) No license shall be issued by the Fish and Wildlife
140| Conservation Commission under s. 379.36ly to any vessel owned in

141| whole or in part by any alien powery—which subseribes—te—+the
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