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Florida Senate - 2025 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. SB 160

T

LEGISLATIVE ACTION
Senate . House
Comm: RCS
02/18/2025

The Committee on Regulated Industries (Gruters) recommended the

following:
Senate Amendment (with title amendment)

Delete lines 91 - 313

and insert:
Section 4. Effective January 1, 2026, subsection (3) of

section 473.306, Florida Statutes, is amended, and subsection
(4) of that section is republished, to read:

473.306 Examinations.—

(3) An applicant is entitled to take the licensure

examination to practice in this state as a certified public
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(a) The applicant has completed 120 semester hours or 180

accountant if:

quarter hours from an accredited college or university with a

concentration in accounting and business eewrses as prescribed

speeified by the board by rule; and
(b) The applicant shows that she or he has good moral

character. For purposes of this paragraph, the term “good moral

character” has the same meaning as provided in s. 473.308(6) (a)

&)r. The board may refuse to allow an applicant to

[0)]

take the licensure examination for failure to satisfy this
requirement if:

1. The board finds a reasonable relationship between the
lack of good moral character of the applicant and the
professional responsibilities of a certified public accountant;
and

2. The finding by the board of lack of good moral character

is supported by competent substantial evidence.

If an applicant is found pursuant to this paragraph to be
unqualified to take the licensure examination because of a lack
of good moral character, the board must shadd furnish to the
applicant a statement containing the findings of the board, a
complete record of the evidence upon which the determination was
based, and a notice of the rights of the applicant to a
rehearing and appeal.

(4) The board shall have the authority to establish the

standards for determining and shall determine:
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(a) What constitutes a passing grade for each subject or
part of the licensure examination;

(b) Which educational institutions, in addition to the
universities in the State University System of Florida, shall be
deemed to be accredited colleges or universities;

(c) What courses and number of hours constitute a major in
accounting; and

(d) What courses and number of hours constitute additional
accounting courses acceptable under s. 473.308(4).

Section 5. Effective January 1, 2026, subsections (4)
through (10) of section 473.308, Florida Statutes, are amended
to read:

473.308 Licensure.—

(4) (a) An applicant for licensure must do at least one of

the following:

1. Complete haswe at least 150 semester hours of college

education, including a baccalaureate or higher degree conferred

by an accredited college or university, with a concentration in

accounting and business as prescribed by the board; in—the—+totalt
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2. Hold a master’s degree in accounting or finance

conferred by an accredited college or university with a

concentration in accounting and business as prescribed by the

board;

3. Hold a baccalaureate degree in accounting or finance

conferred by an accredited college or university with a

concentration in accounting and business as prescribed by the
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4. Hold a baccalaureate degree in any major course of study

board; or

conferred by an accredited college or university and have

completed coursework required for a concentration in accounting

and business as prescribed by the board.

(b) The board shall prescribe the coursework required for a

concentration in accounting and business. The board may deem an

applicant to have satisfied requirements for such coursework if

the applicant receives a baccalaureate or higher degree in

accounting or finance conferred by an accredited college or

university in a state or territory of the United States. An

applicant receiving a baccalaureate or higher degree with a

major course of study other than accounting or finance must

complete the coursework required for a concentration in

accounting and business as prescribed by the board.

(5) (a) An applicant for licensure who completes the

education requirements under subparagraph (4) (a)l. or

subparagraph (4) (a)2. afterPeeember 3172008+ must show £hat—he

r o
O =}

he—has—had 1 year of work experience. An applicant who

completes the education requirements under subparagraph (4) (a)3.

or subparagraph (4) (a)4. must show 2 years of work experience.

(b) Such work Fhis experience includes shall—inetude

providing any type of service or advice involving the use of
accounting, attest, compilation, management advisory, financial
advisory, tax, or consulting skills, all of which must be
verified by a certified public accountant who is licensed by a

state or territory of the United States. This experience is
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acceptable if it was gained through employment in government,
industry, academia, or public practice; constituted a
substantial part of the applicant’s duties; and was verified by
a certified public accountant licensed by a state or territory
of the United States. The board shall adopt rules specifying
standards and providing for the review and approval of the work

experience required by this subsection seetion.
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(6) (a) An applicant for licensure must shai+ show that he
or she £he—apptieant has good moral character. For purposes of

this paragraph, the term

=) “good moral character” means a personal history of
honesty, fairness, and respect for the rights of others and for
the laws of this state and nation.

(b) The board may refuse to certify an applicant for
failure to satisfy this requirement if:

1. The board finds a reasonable relationship between the
lack of good moral character of the applicant and the
professional responsibilities of a certified public accountant;
and

2. The finding by the board of lack of good moral character
is supported by competent substantial evidence.

(c) When an applicant is found to be unqualified for a

license because of a lack of good moral character, the board
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public accounting, aeceeuntaney or its equivalent, in a foreign

country that the International Qualifications Appraisal Board of

the National Association of State Boards of Accountancy has

determined has licensure standards equal that—are—substantiallty

eguivatrent to those in the United States and has passed an exam

pursuant to 473.306(5); or

(b) Hold an active license in good standing to practice

public accounting, or its equivalent, in a foreign country that

the International Qualifications Appraisal Board of the National

Association of State Boards of Accountancy has not determined

has licensure standards equal to those in the United States and

has met the requirements for education, work experience, and

good moral character under subsections (4), (5), and (6) and has

passed the Uniform CPA exam. The board shall have the authority

to establish the standards for experience that meet this
requirement.

(9)+4+6> The board may refuse to certify for licensure any
applicant who is under investigation in another state for any
act that would constitute a violation of this act or chapter
455, until such time as the investigation is complete and
disciplinary proceedings are have—been terminated.

Section 6. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section
473.312, Florida Statutes, i1s amended to read:

473.312 Continuing education.—

(1)

(c) At least Net—dess—+thaern 5 percent of the total hours
required by the board must shaldt be in ethics applicable to the

Page 8 of 9
2/17/2025 2:37:57 PM 580-01961C-25




200
201
202
203
204
205
206
207
208
209
210
211
212
213
214
215
216
217
218

219
220
221
222
223
224
225
226

Florida Senate - 2025 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. SB 160

T

practice of public accounting—Fhis—reguirement—shallbe
administered by providers—approved—Pbytheboard, and a majority

of the hours must shalt include a review of theprovisieons—eof

chapter 455 and this chapter and the related administrative

rules. Such requirement must be administered by reputable

providers determined by the board. The board shall give

preference to corporations not for profit organized under

chapter 617 who are exempt from taxation under s. 501 (c) (6) of

the Internal Revenue Code and who demonstrate their experience,

integrity, knowledge, practice, professional responsibility, and

representation of the largest numbers of certified public

accountants in this state.

Section 7. Effective January 1, 2026, subsections (1) and
(3) of section 473.3141, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

473.3141 Certified public accountants licensed in other
states.—

1 Eseoonnrt el + 1 rrIa o nraszy A~A 1 +1 2
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individual who holds an active license in good standing to

practice public accounting in another state or a

================= T I T LE A MENIDDMENT =s===============
And the title is amended as follows:
Delete lines 18 - 34
and insert:
revising requirements for licensure of international
applicants; deleting obsolete language; amending s.

473.312, F.S.; revising
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