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LEGISLATIVE ACTION
Senate . House
Comm: RCS
04/22/2025

The Committee on Rules (Calatayud) recommended the following:
Senate Amendment (with title amendment)

Between lines 309 and 310
insert:

Section 9. Section 1001.93, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

1001.93 ©oOffiees—of Public policy events within the State

University System.—
(1) The Legislature finds that the advancement of knowledge
is the fundamental purpose of the State University System and

that such advancement is facilitated by the fearless sifting and
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winnowing of a wide diversity of views and that the open
discussion and debate of contested public policy issues from
diverse perspectives provides essential preparation for mature
citizenship and an informed exercise of the right to vote.

(2) For purposes of this section, the term:

(a) “Debate” means an event at which two or more
participants speak in favor of opposing approaches to the same
public policy dispute, after which each participant is allotted
time to address and rebut the position presented by the opposing
speakers.

(b) “Group forum” means an event at which two or more
speakers address a public policy dispute from divergent or
opposing perspectives, after which each participant is allotted
time to address questions from the audience and to comment on
the other speakers’ positions.

(3) Each state university within the State University

effiee must, at a minimum:

(a)+= Organize, publicize, and stage debates or group
forums at the state university. These events must address, from
multiple, divergent, and opposing perspectives, an extensive
range of public policy issues widely discussed and debated in
society at large. Each such Fhke university shall sponsor no less
than four events each academic year. At least two events must
occur during the fall semester and at least two events must
occur during the spring semester.

1.2+ Such debates and group forums must include speakers
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detailing all of the following:

1. The number of debates and group forums.

2. In chronological order, an itemization of the—ealtendars
+temizing the title of each event; the name and institutional

affiliation of the speaker or speakers; and the effieesr
institute, department, program, or organization that sponsored
the event.

3. The number of people enrelled—students attending each
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(d) Make publicly available, in an online format, a
complete video recording xeeerd of every debate and group forum

organized by the state university effiee. The video recording

for an event organized by the state university effiee must be

posted on the state university’s effieels website within 10

business days after the event. Such video must remain publicly
accessible on the state university’s oeffiee’ls website for at
least 1 year S—years after the date of the event. Such videos

must also be permanently preserved within, and made available to
the public through, the library of the state university that
hosted the event.
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6> Each debate and group forum organized under subsection

(3) by—the—-eoffiee must be open to all students, faculty, and
staff of the state university and, unless restricting attendance
to such event is necessary to achieve a compelling governmental

interest, to the general public.

================= T I TLE AMENDMEN T ================
And the title is amended as follows:
Between lines 52 and 53
insert:
1001.93, F.S.; deleting a requirement for each state
university to have an Office of Public Policy Events;
deleting a requirement that each state university
appoint a Director of Public Policy Events; revising
the timeframe within which a video recording of a
debate or group forum must remain publicly accessible;

making technical changes; amending s.
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