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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to higher education; amending s.
112.3144, F.S.; requiring certain members of the Board
of Governors to comply with specified financial
disclosure requirements beginning on a date certain;
amending s. 1001.01, F.S.; revising term limits for
members and the chair of the State Board of Education;
amending s. 1001.61, F.S.; providing term limits for
members and the chairs of the Florida College System
institution boards of trustees; amending s. 1001.64,
F.S.; providing that certain actions related to the
president of a Florida College System institution are
not subject to approval by the State Board of
Education; requiring presidential search committees
for the appointment such president; providing
requirements for the committees; requiring that such
president be recommended by the committee; amending s.
1001.70, F.S.; requiring appointed members of the
Board of Governors to be residents of this state;
providing term limits for appointed members; amending
s. 1001.706, F.S.; providing that the president of a
state university is appointed by the university board
of trustees; requiring presidential search committees
for the appointment such president; providing
requirements for the committees; requiring that such
president be recommended by the committee; deleting a
requirement that the Board of Governors confirm the
selection and reappointment of such president;

amending s. 1001.71, F.S.; providing term limits for
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appointed members of university boards of trustees;
deleting obsolete language and a certain consideration
for appointed members; amending s. 1004.085, F.S.;
providing definitions; requiring specified
supplemental textbooks and instructional materials for
courses at Florida College System institutions and
state universities to be included in a specified list;
revising requirements for such lists; requiring
certain course syllabi to be posted with textbook and
instructional materials and include specified
information; repealing s. 1004.098, F.S., relating to
applicants for president of a state university or
Florida College System institution; providing an

effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (f) is added to subsection (1) of
section 112.3144, Florida Statutes, to read:

112.3144 Full and public disclosure of financial
interests.—

(1)

(f) Beginning January 1, 2026, each citizen member of the

Board of Governors of the State University System must comply

with the financial disclosure requirements of s. 8, Art. II of

the State Constitution and this section.

Section 2. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 1001.01,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1001.01 State Board of Education; generally.—
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(1) The State Board of Education is established as a body

corporate. The state board shall be a citizen board consisting

of seven members who are residents of the state appointed by the

Governor to staggered 4-year terms, subject to confirmation by

the Senate. Members of the state board shall serve without

compensation but shall be entitled to reimbursement of travel

and per diem expenses in accordance with s. 112.061. Members may

only serve two be—reappeointedbvy—the GCovernor—for additionat

terms net—+to—excecd S—years—of—<consecey
(2) The State Board of Education shall select a chair and a

vice chair from its appointed members. The chair shall serve a

single 2-year term andmay e resetected for orne additionat
conseeutive—term.

Section 3. Subsections (2) and (4) of section 1001.61,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1001.61 Florida College System institution boards of
trustees; membership.—

(2) Trustees shall be appointed by the Governor to
staggered 4-year terms, subject to confirmation by the Senate in

regular session. Members may be reappointed by the Governor for

one additional term, not to exceed 8 consecutive years of

service.

(4) At its first regular meeting after July 1 of each year,
each Florida College System institution board of trustees shall
organize by electing a chair, whose duty as such is to preside
at all meetings of the board, to call special meetings thereof,
and to attest to actions of the board, and a vice chair, whose
duty as such is to act as chair during the absence or disability

of the elected chair. It is the further duty of the chair of
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each board of trustees to notify the Governor, in writing,
whenever a board member fails to attend three consecutive

regular board meetings in any one fiscal year, which absences

may be grounds for removal. The chair shall serve a single 2-

year term.

Section 4. Subsection (19) of section 1001.64, Florida
Statutes, 1is amended to read:

1001.64 Florida College System institution boards of
trustees; powers and duties.—

(19) Each board of trustees shall appoint, suspend, or
remove the president of the Florida College System institution.

Such appointments, reappointments, suspensions, and extensions

of a president, including associated contracts, are not subject

to approval or confirmation by the State Board of Education. In

appointing an interim or a permanent president, the chair of the

institution board of trustees shall appoint a presidential

search committee. The presidential search committee shall

consist of at least two members of the board of trustees and may

include persons from the institution’s faculty, the student

body, the institution’s foundation board, the institution’s

financing corporation board, if applicable, alumni, donors, and

members from the community the institution serves. However, none

of the persons appointed to serve on the presidential search

committee may hold positions that report directly to the

president. The Commissioner of Education or a member of the

State Board of Education may not serve on a presidential search

committee. The interim or permanent president appointed by the

institution board of trustees must be recommended by the

presidential search committee Theboard—eof—trustees—may appoint
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a—seareh—eommittee. The board of trustees shall conduct annual
evaluations of the president in accordance with rules of the
State Board of Education and submit such evaluations to the

State Board of Education for review. The evaluation must address
the achievement of the performance goals established by the
accountability process implemented pursuant to s. 1008.45.

of section 1001.70, Florida

Section 5. Subsection (1)

Statutes, i1s amended to read:

1001.70 Board of Governors of the State University System.—
(1) Pursuant to s. 7(d), Art. IX of the State Constitution,
the Board of Governors is established as a body corporate

14 citizen members appointed

the

comprised of 17 members as follows:
by the Governor subject to confirmation by the Senate;
Commissioner of Education; the chair of the advisory council of

faculty senates or the equivalent; and the president of the
Florida student association or the equivalent.

members may only shaltdt serve a single staggered 7-year term.

The appointed

FEach member appointed by the Governor must be a resident of this
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Section 6. of section
1001.706,
1001.706 Powers and duties of the Board of Governors.—

(6) POWERS AND DUTIES RELATING TO PERSONNEL.—

Paragraph (a) of subsection (6)

Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:

(a) The Board of Governors, or the board’s designee, shall

establish the personnel program for all employees of a state
The board of trustees of a

university, except the president.
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state university shall select and reappoint the university

president. In appointing an interim or permanent president, the

chair of the university board of trustees shall appoint a

presidential search committee. The presidential search committee

shall consist of 15 members consisting of at least three members

of the board of trustees and may include persons from the

the student body,

university’s faculty, the university’s

foundation board, the university’s financing corporation board,

if applicable, alumni, donors, and members from the community in

which the university serves. However, none of the persons

appointed to serve on the presidential search committee may hold

positions that report directly to the president. The Chancellor

of the State University System or a member of the Board of

Governors may not serve on the presidential search committee.

The interim or permanent president selected by the board of

trustees must have been recommended by the presidential search

committee. Selections, reappointments, and extensions of a

president, including associated contracts, are not subject to

approval or confirmation by the Board of Governors. Fhe Beoardef

aekpeowledging—that Systemcooperationisexpeecteds

Section 7 Subsection (1) of section 1001.71, Florida
Statutes, 1is amended to read:

1001.71 University boards of trustees; membership.—

7(c),

each local constituent university shall be administered by a

(1) Pursuant to s. Art. IX of the State Constitution,

university board of trustees comprised of 13 members as follows:

6 citizen members appointed by the Governor subject to
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confirmation by the Senate; 5 citizen members appointed by the
Board of Governors subject to confirmation by the Senate; the
chair of the faculty senate or the equivalent; and the president
of the student body of the university. The appointed members

shall serve staggered 5-year terms. Appointed members may be

reappointed for one additional term, not to exceed 10 years of
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I member—shall serve—aS5—year—fterm+= There shall be no state
residency requirement for university board members, but the
Governor and the Board of Governors shall consider diversity—and

regional representation when appointing members. Beginming—Julty
2—2020+ For purposes of this subsection, regional

representation shall include the chair of a campus board
established pursuant to s. 1004.341.

Section 8. Subsections (1) and (5) and paragraphs (a) and
(d) of subsection (6) of section 1004.085, Florida Statutes, are
amended to read:

1004.085 Textbook and instructional materials affordability
and transparency.—

(1) As used in this section, the term:+

(a) The—+term “Instructional materials” means educational
materials for use within a course which may be available in
printed or digital format.

(b) ™“Syllabus” or “syllabi” means the course syllabus or
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syllabi developed by the instructor assigned to the course.

(c) “Term” includes the fall, spring, and summer terms.

(5) (a) Each Florida College System institution and state
university shall post prominently in the course registration
system and on its website a hyperlink to lists of required, and

recommended, and supplemental textbooks and instructional

materials, including those that are open access or an open

educational resource or for which there is no cost, for at least

95 percent of all courses and course sections offered at the
institution during the upcoming term. The lists must include the

International Standard Book Number (ISBN) or a unique identifier

for each required, and recommended, and supplemental textbook

and instructional material and e¥ other identifying information,
which must include, at a minimum, all of the following: the
title, all authors listed, publishers, edition number, copyright
date, published date, and other relevant information necessary
to identify the specific textbooks or instructional materials

required, anad recommended, and supplemental for each course. The

State Board of Education and the Board of Governors shall
include in the policies, procedures, and guidelines adopted
under subsection (6) certain limited exceptions to this
notification requirement for classes added after the
notification deadline.

(b) The lists of required, and recommended, and

supplemental textbooks and instructional materials required in

paragraph (a) must be based on a list submitted by the

instructor and:

1. Be posted as early as 1is feasible but at least 45 days

before the first day of class for each term.
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2. Remain posted for at least 5 academic years.

3. Be searchable by the general education status, the

course subject, the course section, the course number, the

course title, the name of the instructor of the course, the
title of each assigned textbook or instructional material, and
each author of an assigned textbook or instructional material.

4. Include the duration of any license allowing access to

the textbook or instructional material.

5. Provide cost comparisons between bulk pricing, if such

textbooks and materials are offered in bulk or as part of a

package, and purchasing such textbooks and materials separately.

6. Identify the lowest cost option for each textbook and

instructional material.

7.4~ Be easily downloadable by current and prospective
students.

(c) To maximize informed student choice, courses FH—=

eeogrse subject to paragraphs (a) and (b) must include the

current E RPN NG CNPNE N | Ainpata A A~ PN E R N1 oan 2 dArnts £2 A
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08725+ course syllabi posted in the same
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location as the postings of required, recommended, and

supplemental textbooks and instructional materials. Each
syllabus must contain syltabi—infermatieon—econtaining sufficient
detail to inform students of all of the following mugst—be
Ireluded:

1. The course curriculum, including the required,

recommended, and supplemental textbooks and instructional

materials regardless of cost or whether the materials are open

access or open educational resource.

2. Specific The goals, objectives, and student expectations
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of the course.
3. How student performance will be evaluated, including the

grading scale and methodology measured.

(6) After receiving input from students, faculty,
bookstores, and publishers, the State Board of Education and the
Board of Governors each shall adopt textbook and instructional
materials affordability policies, procedures, and guidelines for
implementation by Florida College System institutions and state
universities, respectively, that further efforts to minimize the
cost of textbooks and instructional materials for students
attending such institutions while maintaining the quality of
education and academic freedom. The policies, procedures, and
guidelines shall address:

(a) The establishment of deadlines for an instructor or
department to notify the bookstore of required, amd recommended,

and supplemental textbooks and instructional materials so that

the bookstore may verify availability, source lower cost options
when practicable, explore alternatives with faculty when
academically appropriate, and maximize the availability of used
textbooks and instructional materials.

(d) The availability of required, anda recommended, and

supplemental textbooks and instructional materials to students

otherwise unable to afford the cost, including consideration of
the extent to which an open-access textbook or instructional
material may be used.
Section 9. Section 1004.098, Florida Statutes, is repealed.
Section 10. This act shall take effect July 1, 2025.
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