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Summary:

SB 608 renames the Gulf of Mexico as the Gulf of America throughout the Florida Statutes.

The bill takes effect July 1, 2025.
. Present Situation:

Gulf of America

On January 20, 2025, President Donald Trump signed Executive Order 14172, entitled
“Restoring Names That Honor American Greatness.” In relevant part, the President “direct[ed]
that the [the Gulf of Mexico] officially be renamed the Gulf of America.” Additionally, the
Executive Order instructs the Secretary of the Interior to take all appropriate actions to rename
the “Gulf of Mexico” to the “Gulf of America.” The Secretary is directed to update the
Geographic Names Information System to reflect such change. The Board on Geographic
Names, established by the Executive Order, provides guidance to ensure all federal references to
the Gulf of America, including references included on agency maps, or in contracts and other
documents and communications, shall reflect its renaming.

Il. Effect of Proposed Changes:

The bill revises fifty-two statutes to rename the Gulf of Mexico as the Gulf of America
throughout the Florida Statutes. The bill also reenacts certain statutes to amend cross-references
and incorporate amendments.

The bill takes effect July 1, 2025.
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V. Constitutional Issues:

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:
None.

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:
None.

C. Trust Funds Restrictions:
None.

D. State Tax or Fee Increases:
None.

E. Other Constitutional Issues:

Article 11, Section 1(a), and Article X, Section 16(b) of the State Constitution refer to the
Gulf of Mexico.

V. Fiscal Impact Statement:
A. Tax/Fee Issues:
None.
B. Private Sector Impact:
None.
C. Government Sector Impact:
None.
VI.  Technical Deficiencies:
None.
VII. Related Issues:
None.
VIII. Statutes Affected:

This bill substantially amends the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 7.03, 7.08, 7.09,
7.11,7.15,7.17,7.19, 7.23,7.27,7.29, 7.33, 7.36, 7.38, 7.41, 7.46, 7.51, 7.52, 7.55, 7.56, 7.62,
7.65, 7.66, 125.0104, 161.052, 161.053, 161.088, 161.141, 161.151, 161.161, 161.54, 161.55,
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206.9935, 253.03, 253.12, 253.783, 258.09, 258.395, 258.3991, 327.02, 327.60, 331.307,
373.019, 373.069, 375.031, 376.25, 377.242, 377.2431, 379.101, 379.244, 379.248, 380.0555,
and 380.24.

This bill reenacts the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 337.401, 327.371, 379.2431

IX. Additional Information:

A. Committee Substitute — Statement of Changes:
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.)
None.

B. Amendments:
None.

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate.




