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Florida Senate - 2025 SB 826

By Senator Fine

19-00771-25 2025826
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to service of process; amending s.
48.021, F.S.; requiring that all process be served by
the sheriff of the county where the person to be
served 1is found; deleting provisions relating to other
persons authorized to serve process; amending s.
48.031, F.S.; authorizing sheriffs to serve spouses
with certain substituted service at any place in the
county; deleting provisions authorizing other persons
to serve process; repealing s. 48.27, F.S., relating
to certified process servers authorized by sheriffs;
repealing s. 48.29, F.S., relating to certification of
process servers authorized by judges; repealing s.
48.31, F.S., relating to removal of such certified
process servers and false return of service; amending
ss. 113.07 and 316.29545, F.S.; conforming provisions
to changes made by the act; reenacting s. 48.196(2),
F.S., relating to service of process in connection
with actions under the Florida International
Commercial Arbitration Act, to incorporate the
amendment made to s. 48.021, F.S., in a reference

thereto; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 48.021, Florida Statutes, i1s amended to
read:
48.021 Process; by whom served.—

43> All process must shalt be served by the sheriff of the
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Section Section 48.27, Florida Statutes, is repealed.

Section Section 48.29, Florida Statutes, is repealed.

3
4
Section 5. Section 48.31, Florida Statutes, is repealed.
Section 6 Subsection (2) of section 113.07, Florida
Statutes, 1s amended to read:
113.07 Bond by surety company; when required.—
(2) The provisions of this law do not apply to deputy
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Section 7. Subsection (3) of section 316.29545, Florida
Statutes, 1s amended to read:

316.29545 Window sunscreening exclusions; medical
exemption; certain law enforcement vehicles, process server
vehicles, and private investigative service vehicles exempt.—

(3) The department shall exempt from the window

sunscreening restrictions of ss. 316.2953, 316.2954, and

316.2956 vehicles that are owned or leased by preocess—Sservers

HHfied pursuvant—+teo—s+—4829or by private investigators or

private investigative agencies licensed under chapter 493.

Section 8. For the purpose of incorporating the amendment
made by this act to section 48.021, Florida Statutes, in a
reference thereto, subsection (2) of section 48.196, Florida
Statutes, is reenacted to read:

48.196 Service of process in connection with actions under
the Florida International Commercial Arbitration Act.—

(2) The process served under subsection (1) shall include a
copy of the application to the court together with all
attachments thereto and shall be served in the following manner:

(a) In any manner agreed upon, whether service occurs
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146| within or without this state;
147 (b) If service is within this state:
148 1. In the manner provided in ss. 48.021 and 48.031, or
149 2. If applicable under their terms, in the manner provided

150 in ss. 48.161, 48.183, 48.23, or chapter 49; or

151 (c) If service is outside this state:

152 1. By personal service by any person authorized to serve
153| process in the jurisdiction where service is being made or by
154 any person appointed to do so by any competent court in that
155| Jurisdiction;

156 2. In any other manner prescribed by the laws of the

157 jurisdiction where service is being made for service in an

158 action before a local court of competent jurisdiction;

159 3. In the manner provided in any applicable treaty to which
160 the United States is a party;

161 4. In the manner prescribed by order of the court;

162 5. By any form of mail requiring a signed receipt, to be

163 addressed and dispatched by the clerk of the court to the person
164| being served; or

165 6. If applicable, in the manner provided in chapter 49.
166 Section 9. This act shall take effect July 1, 2025.
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