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HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. CS/CS/HB 875 (2025)
Amendment No.

CHAMBER ACTION

Senate House

Representative Daley offered the following:

Amendment (with title amendment)

Remove lines 75-953 and insert:

Section 1. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of section
1004.04, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1004.04 Public accountability and state approval for
teacher preparation programs.—

(2) UNIFORM CORE CURRICULA AND CANDIDATE ASSESSMENT.—

(b) The rules to establish uniform core curricula for each
state-approved teacher preparation program must include, but are
not limited to, the following:
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1. Candidate instruction and assessment in the Florida
Educator Accomplished Practices across content areas.

2. The use of state-adopted content standards to guide
curricula and instruction.

3. Scientifically researched and evidence-based reading
instructional strategies grounded in the science of reading
which improve reading performance for all students, including
explicit, systematic, and sequential approaches to teaching
phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary, fluency, and text
comprehension and multisensory intervention strategies. The
primary instructional strategy for teaching word reading is
phonics instruction for decoding and encoding. Instructional
strategies for foundational skills may not employ the three-
cueing system model of reading or visual memory as a basis for
teaching word reading. Instructional strategies may include
visual information and strategies that improve background and
experiential knowledge, add context, and increase oral language
and vocabulary to support comprehension, but may not be used to
teach word reading.

4. Content literacy and mathematics practices.

5. Strategies appropriate for the instruction of English
language learners.

6. Strategies appropriate for the instruction of students

with disabilities.
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7. Strategies to differentiate instruction based on
student needs.

8. Strategies and practices to support evidence-based
content aligned to state standards and grading practices.

9. Strategies appropriate for the early identification of
a student in crisis or experiencing a mental health challenge
and the referral of such student to a mental health professional
for support.

10. Strategies to support the use of technology in
education and distance learning.

11. Strategies and practices to support effective,
research-based assessment and grading practices aligned to the
state's academic standards.

12. Strategies and practices on identifying, preventing,

preparing, addressing, and responding to mass casualty

incidents.

Section 2. Effective July 1, 2029, subsection (2),
paragraph (a) of subsection (3), paragraph (a) of subsection
(4) , and subsection (5) of section 1004.04, Florida Statutes,
are amended, to read:

1004.04 ©Public accountability and state approval for
teacher preparation programs.-—

(2) UNIFORM CORE CURRICULA AND CANDIDATE ASSESSMENT.—
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in the 2022-2023 school year, a candidate for certification in a
coverage area identified pursuant to s. 1012.585(3) (f) must
successfully complete all competencies for a reading
endorsement, including completion of the endorsement practicum
through the candidate's clinical f£feld experience under
subsection (5), in order to graduate from the program.

(b) 4y Before program completion, each candidate must
demonstrate his or her ability to positively impact student
learning growth in the candidate's area or areas of program
concentration during a prekindergarten through grade 12 clinical
field experience and must pass each portion of the Florida
Teacher Certification Examination required for a professional
certificate in the area or areas of program concentration.

(c)Hey Teacher preparation program courses:

1. May not distort significant historical events or
include a curriculum or instruction that teaches identity
politics, violates s. 1000.05, or is based on theories that
systemic racism, sexism, oppression, and privilege are inherent
in the institutions of the United States and were created to
maintain social, political, and economic inequities.

2. Must afford candidates the opportunity to think

critically, achieve mastery of academic program content, learn

instructional strategies, amd demonstrate mastery of the

cognitive science of learning and its application in high-impact
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teaching strategies, and the crucial role of background

knowledge in developing high-level literacy eempetenece.

(3) INITIAL STATE PROGRAM APPROVAL.—

(a) A program approval process based on standards adopted
pursuant to this subsection and-—subseetion—2) must be
established for postsecondary teacher preparation programs. Each
program shall be approved by the department, consistent with the
intent set forth in subsection (1) and based upon evidence of
the institution's and the program's capacity to meet the
requirements for continued approval as provided in subsection
(4) and by the rules of the State Board of Education.

(4) CONTINUED PROGRAM APPROVAL.—Continued approval of a
teacher preparation program shall be based upon evidence that
the program continues to implement the requirements for initial
approval and upon significant, objective, and quantifiable
measures of the program and the performance of the program
completers.

(a) The criteria for continued approval must include each
of the following:

1. Candidate readiness based on passage rates on educator
certification examinations under s. 1012.56, as applicable.

2. Evidence of performance in each of the following areas:

a. Performance of students in prekindergarten through

grade 12 who are assigned to in-field program completers on
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statewide assessments using the results of the student learning
growth formula adopted under s. 1012.34.

b. Results of program completers' annual evaluations in
accordance with the timeline as set forth in s. 1012.34.

c. Workforce contributions, including placement of program
completers in instructional positions in Florida public and
private schools, with additional weight given to production of
program completers in statewide critical teacher shortage areas
as identified in s. 1012.07.

3. Beginning July 1, 2029, candidate readiness based on

scores on the Florida Teacher Excellence Examination developed

pursuant to s. 1012.56(10) and administered before program

completion.

do
by

(5) PRESERVICE CLINICAL ¥HsEP EXPERIENCE.—Al1
postsecondary instructors, school district personnel and
instructional personnel, and school sites preparing
instructional personnel through preservice clinical field

experience courses and internships shall meet special
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2. All instructional personnel who supervise or direct

teacher preparation students during clinical fietd experience
courses or internships in another state, in which a candidate
demonstrates his or her impact on student learning growth,
through a Florida online or distance program must have received

"clinical educator" training pursuant to s. 1012.98 or its

equivalent in that state, hold a wvalid professional certificate
issued by the state in which the clinical field experience takes
place, and have at least 3 years of teaching experience in
prekindergarten through grade 12.

3. All instructional personnel who supervise or direct

teacher preparation students during clinical field experience
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courses or internships, in which a candidate demonstrates his or
her impact on student learning growth, on a United States
military base in another country through a Florida online or
distance program must have received "clinical educator" training

pursuant to s. 1012.98 or its equivalent, hold a wvalid

professional certificate issued by the United States Department
of Defense or a state or territory of the United States, and
have at least 3 years teaching experience in prekindergarten
through grade 12.

(c) Preservice clinical fiedd experience must fully
prepare a candidate to manage a classroom by requiring the
candidate to practice and demonstrate the uniform core curricula
specific to the candidate's area or areas of program
concentration with a diverse population of students in a variety
of challenging environments, including, but not limited to,
high-poverty schools, urban schools, and rural schools.
Beginning with candidates entering a program in the 2023-2024
school year, a minimum of 60 hours of preservice clinical field
experience must be completed before the culminating clinical
fieldd experience, which must include a minimum of 12 weeks of
student teaching.

(d) Postsecondary teacher preparation programs in
cooperation with district school boards and approved private
school associations shall select the school sites for preservice

clinical field experience activities based upon the
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qualifications of the supervising personnel as described in this
subsection and the needs of the candidates. These sites must
represent the full spectrum of school communities, including,
but not limited to, schools serving low-achieving students. In
order to be selected, school sites must demonstrate commitment
to the education of public school students and to the
preparation of future teachers.

Section 3. Section 1004.0982, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

1004.0982 Flexible education pathway for school

counselors.—To better enable students enrolled in postsecondary

school counseling programs to enter the workforce as certified

school counselors, the Department of Education shall:

(1) Reduce the 600-hour internship requirement to a 300-

hour internship requirement if a candidate:

(a) Is a current full-time teacher who has been employed

as a teacher for at least 5 years; and

(b) Has earned an effective or highly effective rating on

his or her performance evaluation for the past 3 years under s.
1012.34.
(2) Establish, and the State Board of Education shall

adopt in rules and the Board of Governors shall adopt in

regulations, guidelines and programs to provide flexibility in

meeting the internship requirements for students enrolled in a

postsecondary school counseling program.
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(a) The guidelines may include any of the following:

1. Establishing acceptable internship settings and

supervision requirements.

2. Establishing criteria for adjustments to internship

requirements based on the student's personal circumstances.

3. Establishing credit equivalencies that count toward

internship hours for such students.

4. Flexibility in meeting the internship hours for such

students.

(b) The programs may include, subject to legislative

funding, any of the following:

1. Scholarship programs.

2. Tuition reimbursement programs.

3. Other incentive programs.

Section 4. Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (3) of
section 1004.85, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1004.85 Postsecondary educator preparation institutes.—

(3) Educator preparation institutes approved pursuant to
this section may offer competency-based certification programs
specifically designed for noneducation major baccalaureate
degree holders to enable program participants to meet the
educator certification requirements of s. 1012.56. An educator
preparation institute choosing to offer a competency-based
certification program pursuant to the provisions of this section

must implement a program developed by the institute and approved
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by the department for this purpose. Approved programs shall be
available for use by other approved educator preparation
institutes.

(a) Within 90 days after receipt of a request for
approval, the Department of Education shall approve a
preparation program pursuant to the requirements of this
subsection or issue a statement of the deficiencies in the
request for approval. The department shall approve a
certification program if the institute provides evidence of the
institute's capacity to implement a competency-based program
that instructs and assesses each candidate in the following:

l.a. The Florida Educator Accomplished Practices approved
by the state board.

b. The state academic standards provided under s. 1003.41,
including scientifically based reading instruction, content
literacy, and mathematical practices, for each subject
identified on the statement of status of eligibility or the
temporary certificate.

c. Scientifically researched and evidence-based reading
instructional strategies grounded in the science of reading
which improve reading performance for all students, including
explicit, systematic, and sequential approaches to teaching
phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary, fluency, and text
comprehension and multisensory intervention strategies. The

primary instructional strategy for teaching word reading is
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phonics instruction for decoding and encoding. Instructional
strategies for foundational skills may not employ the three-
cueing system model of reading or visual memory as a basis for
teaching word reading. Instructional strategies may include
visual information and strategies which improve background and
experiential knowledge, add context, and increase oral language
and vocabulary to support comprehension, but may not be used to
teach word reading.

d. Strategies and practices on identifying, preventing,

preparing, addressing, and responding to mass casualty

incidents.

2. An educational plan for each participant to meet
certification requirements and demonstrate his or her ability to
teach the subject area for which the participant is seeking
certification, which is based on an assessment of his or her
competency in the areas listed in subparagraph 1.

3. Field experiences appropriate to the certification
subject area specified in the educational plan under the
supervision of qualified educators. The state board shall
determine in rule the amount of field experience necessary to
serve as the teacher of record, beginning with candidates
entering a program in the 2023-2024 school year.

4. A certification ombudsman to facilitate the process and
procedures required for participants who complete the program to

meet any requirements related to the background screening
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pursuant to s. 1012.32 and educator professional or temporary
certification pursuant to s. 1012.56.

(b) Each program participant must:

1. Meet certification requirements pursuant to s.
1012.56 (1) by obtaining a statement of status of eligibility in

the certification subject area of the educational plan and meet

the requirements of s. 1012.56(2) (a)-(g) s—+od2562r{ta—5)

before participating in field experiences.

2. Demonstrate competency and participate in field
experiences that are appropriate to his or her educational plan
prepared under paragraph (a). Beginning with candidates entering
an educator preparation institute in the 2022-2023 school year,
a candidate for certification in a coverage area identified
pursuant to s. 1012.585(3) (f) must successfully complete all
competencies for a reading endorsement, including completion of
the endorsement practicum through the candidate's field
experience, in order to graduate from the program.

3. Before completion of the program, fully demonstrate his
or her ability to teach the subject area for which he or she is
seeking certification by documenting a positive impact on
student learning growth in a prekindergarten through grade 12
setting and, except as provided in s. 1012.56(7) (a)3., achieving
a passing score on the professional education competency

examination, the basic skills examination, and the subject area
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examination for the subject area certification which is required
by state board rule.

Section 5. Effective July 1, 2029, subsections (5) through
(8) of section 1004.85, Florida Statutes, are renumbered as
subsections (4) through (7), respectively, and paragraph (a) of
subsection (2), paragraph (a) of subsection (3), subsection (4),
and present subsections (5) and (6) are amended, to read:

1004.85 Postsecondary educator preparation institutes.—

(2) (a) Postsecondary institutions that are accredited or
approved as described in State Board of Education rule may seek
approval from the Department of Education to create educator
preparation institutes for the purpose of providing any or all
of the following:

1. Professional learning instruction to assist teachers in
improving classroom instruction and in meeting certification or
recertification requirements.

2. Instruction to assist potential and existing substitute
teachers in performing their duties.

3. 1Instruction to assist paraprofessionals in meeting
education and training requirements.

4., Instruction for baccalaureate degree holders to become
certified teachers as provided in this section in order to
increase routes to the classroom for professionals who hold a
baccalaureate degree and college graduates who were not

education majors.
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481 screening pursuant to s. 1012.32 and educator professional or

482| temporary certification pursuant to s. 1012.56.

483 A —TFhe——state boardshaltl adept—rutes—Ffer the continved
484
485 (4) (a)45>> FEach institute approved pursuant to this section

486 shall submit to the Department of Education annual performance
487 evaluations that measure the effectiveness of the programs.

488 (b) Beginning July 1, 2029, continued approval criteria

489| for educator preparation programs must include candidate

490 readiness based on scores on the Florida Teacher Excellence

491| Examination developed pursuant to s. 1012.56(10) and

492 administered before program completion.

493 (5)+6> Instructors and supervisors of clinical fieltd
494 experiences in which participants demonstrate an impact on
495 student learning growth for a certification program approved
496| pursuant to this section must meet the same qualifications as
497 those required in s. 1004.04(5).

498 Section 6. Paragraph (d) is added to subsection (1) of
499 section 1012.39, Florida Statutes, to read:

500 1012.39 Employment of substitute teachers, teachers of
501 adult education, nondegreed teachers of career education, are

502 career specialists, and nondegreed teachers of fine and

503| performing arts; students performing clinical field experience.—

504 (1) Notwithstanding ss. 1012.32, 1012.55, 1012.56, and

505 1012.57, or any other provision of law or rule to the contrary,
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506 each district school board shall establish the minimal
507| qualifications for:

508 (d) Part-time, nondegreed teachers of fine and performing

509| arts. Qualifications must be established for nondegreed teachers

510 of fine and performing arts courses in the course code

511| directory. The qualifications for such teachers must require:

512 1. The filing of a complete set of fingerprints in the

513 same manner as required by s. 1012.32.

514 2. Documentation of education and successful experience,

515 including documentation of:

516 a. A high school diploma or the equivalent.

517 b. Completion of 3 years of full-time successful

518| experience or the equivalent of part-time experience in the

519| teaching specialization area.

520 Section 7. Subsection (5) of section 1012.55, Florida

521 Statutes, is amended to read:

522 1012.55 Positions for which certificates required.—

523 (5) Notwithstanding this section and ss. 1012.32 and

524 1012.56, or any other provision of law or rule to the contrary,

525 the State Board of Education shall adopt rules to allow for the

526| 1issuance of a classical education teaching certificate, upon the

527 request of a classical school, to any applicant who fulfills the

528 requirements of s. 1012.56(2) (a)-(g) s—3+E2—S62=ar—H> and

529 (11) and any other criteria established by the department. Such

530 certificate is only valid at a classical school. For the
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531| purposes of this subsection, the term "classical school” means a
532| school that implements and provides professional learning in a
533| classical education school model that emphasizes the development
534 of students in the principles of moral character and civic

535| wvirtue through a well-rounded education in the liberal arts and
536| sciences that is based on the classical trivium stages of

537| grammar, logic, and rhetoric.

538 Section 8. Section 1012.551, Florida Statutes, is created
539| to read:

540 1012.551 Teacher preparation core principles, standards,

541 and content.-

542 (1) FEach teacher preparation program approved pursuant to

543 ss. 1004.04, 1004.85, and 1012.552 must provide uniform core

544 curricula courses aligned with the Florida Educator Accomplished

545| Practices that are grounded in the principles of cognitive

546 science and establish the foundational standards and

547 expectations for quality instruction and professional

548 responsibility. The State Board of Education shall establish in

549 rule the uniform core curricula.

550 (a) The uniform core curricula for each state-approved

551 teacher preparation program must meet, at a minimum, the

552 following standards:

553 1. May not distort significant historical events or

554 include curriculum or instruction that teaches identity

555 politics, violates s. 1000.05, or is based on theories that
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systemic racism, sexism, oppression, and privilege are inherent

in the institutions of the United States and were created to

maintain social, political, and economic inequities.

2. Must afford candidates the opportunity to think

critically, achieve mastery of academic program content, learn

instructional strategies, and demonstrate competence.

3. Must use state-approved academic standards to guide

instruction.

4. Must provide training on the use of high-quality

instructional materials included on the state-adopted

instructional materials list pursuant to s. 1006.28, materials

evaluated and identified pursuant to s. 1001.215(4), materials

developed pursuant to s. 1006.39, and materials posted online by

the department, including when and how to use intervention

materials.

5. Must include scientifically researched and evidence-

based reading instructional strategies grounded in the science

of reading which improve reading performance for all students,

including explicit, systematic, and sequential approaches to

teaching phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary, fluency, and

text comprehension and multisensory intervention strategies. The

primary instructional strategy for teaching word reading is

phonics instruction for decoding and encoding. Instructional

strategies for foundational skills may not employ the three-

cueing system model of reading or visual memory as a basis for
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teaching word reading. Instructional strategies may include

visual information and strategies that improve background and

experiential knowledge, add context, and increase oral language

and vocabulary to support comprehension, but may not be used to

teach word reading.

6. Must include content literacy and mathematics

practices.

7. Must include strategies for differentiated instruction

to meet student needs, including English language learners and

students with disabilities, while maintaining grade-level

expectations.

8. Must include strategies and practices to support

effective, evidence-based assessment and grading practices

aligned to the state's academic standards.

9. Must include strategies and practices on identifying,

preventing, preparing, addressing, and responding to mass

casualty incidents.

10. Must require the completion of a mastery-based

clinical experience in classroom settings to provide direct

application of program content and instruction and mastery of

the components of teaching as outlined in the Florida Educator

Accomplished Practices. These clinical experiences must allow

candidates to demonstrate mastery of curriculum and pedagogy

through observable performance evaluations aligned with

instructional personnel evaluation systems approved pursuant to
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s. 1012.34. Mastery must be assessed through in-classroom

performance, with candidate feedback provided for growth and

refinement, rather than solely through written assignments or

project-based assessments. Clinical experience may only be

provided by individuals who meet the requirements of s.

1012.56 (7).

(b) Beginning with teacher candidates initially entering a

state-approved teacher preparation program in the 2029-2030

school year and thereafter, each teacher candidate must

complete:

1. One introduction to education course that allows

teacher candidates to demonstrate competency in the cognitive

science of learning principles, including cognitive load theory,

working memory, and long-term memory; retrieval practice;

attention and selective attention; social science of motivation

and persistence; background knowledge; and production effect.

2. One classroom management and high-impact teaching

strategies course that allows teacher candidates to demonstrate

competency of instructional strategies based on Florida Educator

Accomplished Practices.

(2) FEach state-approved teacher preparation program must

annually report all teacher preparation core courses to the

department by each course's statewide course number.
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(3) By December 1, 2028, and each December 1 thereafter,

the State Board of Education must approve or reject the list of

courses for each state-approved teacher preparation program.

(4) A teacher preparation program may not require a

student to take an additional course to meet a program

requirement that was completed by the student with a course that

has since been removed as a teacher preparation program core

course.
Section 9. Section 1012.552, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

1012.552 The Coaching for Educator Readiness and Teaching

Certification (CERT) Program.-—

(1) INTENT.—The Coaching for Educator Readiness and

Teaching (CERT) Certification Program is established to create

an alternative pathway for teachers to enter the teaching

profession. School districts, charter schools, and charter

management organizations may implement the CERT program to

provide a cohesive, competency-based training and certification

pathway for teachers who have a state-issued temporary

certificate to earn their professional certificate through an

on-the-job mentorship and learning program.

(2) PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS.—A CERT program must include all

of the following:

(a) A teacher mentorship and induction component. Mentors

must meet the requirements of s. 1012.56(7).
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(b) An assessment of teaching performance aligned to the

district, charter school, or charter management organization

system for personnel evaluation under s. 1012.34 which provides

for:

1. An initial evaluation of each educator's competencies

to determine an appropriate individualized professional learning

plan.

2. A summative evaluation to assure successful completion

of the program.

(c) Professional learning, in accordance with s. 1012.98,

tailored to each educator's growth and learning needs according

to observational data and feedback.

(d) Required achievement of passing scores on the subject

area examination required by State Board of Education rule.

(e) Required successful completion of all competencies for

a reading endorsement, including completion of the endorsement

practicum, for a candidate certification in a coverage area

identified pursuant to s. 1012.585(3) (f).

(f) Provide guidance and on-the-job training in the

classroom on mastering Florida Educator Accomplished Practices.

(3) APPROVAL AND CONTINUED APPROVAL.—CERT programs are

approved for a period of 5 years in a format to be established

by the department. A teacher may not satisfy requirements for a

professional certificate through a CERT program unless the

program has been approved by the department pursuant to this
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section. Continued approval of CERT programs must include a

criteria for candidate readiness based on scores on the Florida

Teacher Excellence Examination developed pursuant to s.

1012.56(10) and administered before program completion.

(4) RULEMAKING.—The State Board of Education shall adopt

rules to administer this section.

Section 10. Effective July 1, 2029, subsection (3) of
section 1012.555, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1012.555 Teacher Apprenticeship Program.—

(3) A teacher who serves as a mentor in the apprenticeship
program shall mentor his or her apprentice teacher using team
teaching strategies and must, at a minimum, meet a3+—-ef the

foltewing requirements of s. 1012.56(7)+

Section 11. Paragraphs (g), (h), and (i) of subsection (2)
of section 1012.56, Florida Statutes, are redesignated as
103609
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704 paragraphs (h), (i), and (j), respectively, paragraphs (a), (b),
705 and (d) of subsection (7) are amended, and a new paragraph (g)
706 is added to subsection (2) of that section, to read:

707 1012.56 Educator certification requirements.—

708 (2) ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA.—To be eligible to seek

709 certification, a person must:

710 (g) Have received training that includes strategies and

711| practices on identifying, preventing, preparing, addressing, and

712 responding to mass casualty incidents.

713 (7) TYPES AND TERMS OF CERTIFICATION.—

714 (a) The Department of Education shall issue a professional
715 certificate for a period not to exceed 5 years to any applicant
716| who fulfills one of the following:

717 1. Meets all the applicable requirements outlined in

718 subsection (2).

719 2. For a professional certificate covering grades 6

720 through 12:

721 a. Meets the applicable requirements of paragraphs (2) (a)-

722 (1) A2+

[

\
T .

!

T

723 b. Holds a master's or higher degree in the area of
724 science, technology, engineering, or mathematics.

725 c. Teaches a high school course in the subject of the
726 advanced degree.

7277 d. Is rated highly effective as determined by the

728 teacher's performance evaluation under s. 1012.34, based in part
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on student performance as measured by a statewide, standardized
assessment or an Advanced Placement, Advanced International
Certificate of Education, or International Baccalaureate
examination.

e. Achieves a passing score on the Florida professional
education competency examination required by state board rule.

3. Meets the applicable requirements of paragraphs (2) (a)-

(1) 42r+4er—h)> and completes a professional learning

certification program approved by the department pursuant to
paragraph (8) (c) or an educator preparation institute approved
by the department pursuant to s. 1004.85. An applicant who
completes one of these programs and is rated highly effective as
determined by his or her performance evaluation under s. 1012.34
is not required to take or achieve a passing score on the
professional education competency examination in order to be
awarded a professional certificate.

(b) The department shall issue a temporary certificate to
any applicant who:

1. Completes the requirements outlined in paragraphs

(2) (a) - (g) 42r+a)—+5 and completes the subject area content
requirements specified in state board rule or demonstrates
mastery of subject area knowledge pursuant to subsection (5) and
holds an accredited degree or a degree approved by the
Department of Education at the level required for the subject

area specialization in state board rule;
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2. For a subject area specialization for which the state
board otherwise requires a bachelor's degree, documents 48
months of active-duty military service with an honorable
discharge or a medical separation; completes the requirements
outlined in paragraphs (2) (a), (b), and (d)-(g) H—F>;
completes the subject area content requirements specified in
state board rule or demonstrates mastery of subject area
knowledge pursuant to subsection (5); and documents completion
of 60 college credits with a minimum cumulative grade point
average of 2.5 on a 4.0 scale, as provided by one or more
accredited institutions of higher learning or a nonaccredited
institution of higher learning identified by the Department of
Education as having a quality program resulting in a bachelor's
degree or higher; or

3. 1Is enrolled in a state-approved teacher preparation
program under s. 1004.04; is actively completing the required
program field experience or internship at a public school;
completes the requirements outlined in paragraphs (2) (a), (b),
and (d)-(g) +4eb—+£)r; completes the subject area content
requirements specified in state board rule or demonstrates
mastery of subject area knowledge pursuant to subsection (5);
and documents completion of 60 college credits with a minimum
cumulative grade point average of 2.5 on a 4.0 scale, as
provided by one or more accredited institutions of higher

learning or a nonaccredited institution of higher learning
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identified by the Department of Education as having a quality
program resulting in a bachelor's degree or higher.

(d) The department shall issue a temporary apprenticeship
certificate to any applicant who meets the requirements of

paragraphs (2) (a), (b), and (d)-(g) He&H—H-.

At least 1 year before an individual's temporary certificate is
set to expire, the department shall electronically notify the
individual of the date on which his or her certificate will
expire and provide a list of each method by which the
qualifications for a professional certificate can be completed.

Section 12. Effective July 1, 2029, subsections (10)
through (17) of section 1012.56, Florida Statutes, are
renumbered as subsections (8) through (15), respectively,
paragraph (b) of subsection (1), paragraph (d) of subsection
(2) , paragraphs (e) and (f) of subsection (3), subsection (6),
paragraphs (a), (b), and (e) of subsection (7), and present
subsections (8) and (9) are amended, and paragraph (g) is added
to subsection (3) of that section, to read:

1012.56 Educator certification requirements.—

(1) APPLICATION.—Each person seeking certification
pursuant to this chapter shall submit a completed application
containing the applicant's social security number to the
Department of Education and remit the fee required pursuant to

s. 1012.59 and rules of the State Board of Education. Pursuant
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to the federal Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity
Reconciliation Act of 1996, each party is required to provide
his or her social security number in accordance with this
section. Disclosure of social security numbers obtained through
this requirement is limited to the purpose of administration of
the Title IV-D program of the Social Security Act for child
support enforcement.

(b) The department shall issue a temporary certificate to
a qualifying applicant within 14 calendar days after receipt of
a request from an employer with a professional education
competence demonstration program pursuant to paragraph (6) (f)
ard—subseetion—+9). The temporary certificate must cover the
classification, level, and area for which the applicant is
deemed qualified. The department shall electronically notify the
applicant's employer that the temporary certificate has been
issued and provide the applicant an official statement of status

of eligibility at the time the certificate is issued.

The statement of status of eligibility must be provided
electronically and must advise the applicant of any
qualifications that must be completed to qualify for
certification. Each method by which an applicant can complete
the qualifications for a professional certificate must be

included in the statement of status of eligibility. Each
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statement of status of eligibility is valid for 5 years after
its date of issuance, except as provided in paragraph (2) (d).

(2) ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA.—To be eligible to seek
certification, a person must:

(d) Submit to background screening in accordance with
subsection (9) +3++-. If the background screening indicates a
criminal history or if the applicant acknowledges a criminal
history, the applicant's records shall be referred to the
investigative section in the Department of Education for review
and determination of eligibility for certification. If the
applicant fails to provide the necessary documentation requested
by the department within 90 days after the date of the receipt
of the certified mail request, the statement of eligibility and
pending application shall become invalid.

(3) MASTERY OF GENERAL KNOWLEDGE.—Acceptable means of
demonstrating mastery of general knowledge are:

(e) Achievement of passing scores, identified in state
board rule, on national or international examinations that test
comparable content and relevant standards in verbal, analytical
writing, and quantitative reasoning skills, including, but not
limited to, the verbal, analytical writing, and quantitative
reasoning portions of the Graduate Record Examination and the
SAT, ACT, and Classic Learning Test. Passing scores identified

in state board rule must be at approximately the same level of
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852 rigor as is required to pass the general knowledge examinations;
853| e=x

854 (f) Documentation of receipt of a master's or higher

855| degree from an accredited postsecondary educational institution
856| that the Department of Education has identified as having a

857| quality program resulting in a baccalaureate degree or higher;
858 or

859 (g) Successful completion of an introduction to education

860 course and a classroom management and high-impact teaching

861 strategies course approved pursuant to s. 1012.551.

862

863| A school district that employs an individual who does not

864 achieve passing scores on any subtest of the general knowledge
865 examination must provide information regarding the availability
866 of state-level and district-level supports and instruction to
867 assist him or her in achieving a passing score. Such information
868 must include, but need not be limited to, state-level test

869 information guides, school district test preparation resources,
870 and preparation courses offered by state universities and

871 Florida College System institutions. The requirement of mastery
872 of general knowledge shall be waived for an individual who has
873| Dbeen provided 3 years of supports and instruction and who has
874| Dbeen rated effective or highly effective under s. 1012.34 for
875 each of the last 3 years.
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(6) MASTERY OF PROFESSIONAL PREPARATION AND EDUCATION
COMPETENCE.—Acceptable means of demonstrating mastery of
professional preparation and education competence are:

(a) Successful completion of a state-approved an—approved

teacher preparation program at a postsecondary educational
institution within this state and achievement of a passing score
on the professional education competency examination required by
state board rule;

(b) Successful completion of a teacher preparation program
at a postsecondary educational institution outside Florida and
achievement of a passing score on the professional education
competency examination required by state board rule;

(c) Documentation of a valid professional standard
teaching certificate issued by another state;

(d) Documentation of a valid certificate issued by the
National Board for Professional Teaching Standards or a national
educator credentialing board approved by the State Board of
Education;

(e) Documentation of two semesters of successful, full-
time or part-time teaching in a Florida College System
institution, state university, or private college or university
that awards an associate or higher degree and is an accredited
institution or an institution of higher education identified by

the Department of Education as having a quality program and
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achievement of a passing score on the professional education

competency examination required by state board rule;

BN

I
NP R TN ST i BN (Q) .« £V
TS oot TcIO—(o 77 O

Successful completion of a competency-based

certification program pursuant to s. 1004.85 and achievement of
a passing score on the professional education competency
examination required by rule of the State Board of Education; or

(g) Successful completion of a Coaching for Educator

Readiness and Teaching Certification Program as established in

s. 1012.552.

The State Board of Education shall adopt rules to implement this
subsection, including rules to approve specific teacher
preparation programs that are not identified in this subsection
which may be used to meet requirements for mastery of
professional preparation and education competence. A passing

score on the professional education competency examination shall

not be required of candidates who have successfully completed a

103609
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teacher preparation program approved, after July 1, 2029,

pursuant to s. 1004.04, s. 1004.85, or s. 1012.551.

(7) TYPES AND TERMS OF CERTIFICATION.—

(a) The Department of Education shall issue a professional
certificate for a period not to exceed 5 years to any applicant
who fulfills one of the following:

1. Meets all the applicable requirements outlined in
subsection (2).

2. For a professional certificate covering grades 6
through 12:

a. Meets the applicable requirements of paragraphs (2) (a)-
(i) .

b. Holds a master's or higher degree in the area of
science, technology, engineering, or mathematics.

c. Teaches a high school course in the subject of the
advanced degree.

d. Is rated highly effective as determined by the
teacher's performance evaluation under s. 1012.34, based in part
on student performance as measured by a statewide, standardized
assessment or an Advanced Placement, Advanced International
Certificate of Education, or International Baccalaureate
examination.

e. Achieves a passing score on the Florida professional

education competency examination required by state board rule.

103609
Approved For Filing: 4/18/2025 2:53:02 PM

Page 39 of 52




949
950
951
952
953
954
955
956
957
958
959
960
961
962
963
964
965
966
967
968
969
970
971
972
973

HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. CS/CS/HB 875 (2025)
Amendment No.

3. Meets the applicable requirements of paragraphs (2) (a)-
(i) and completes a Coaching for Educator Readiness and Teaching
Certification Program pursuant to s. 1012.551 prefessieonat
pursuant—teoparagraph—8)r+{te)r or an educator preparation
institute approved by the department pursuant to s. 1004.85. An
haiaoah sz FEa~t 1 <7 SN At Arma N~ ey g r ey o~ N
LJ.L\jLJ.L_Y | PR S Ei Wl W U S VA w) o L\ S\ ST UL W i § § S i R WA W 8 LJ_Y T1T 15 O T tJC.L_L\J_LllI.(.;Lll\.zC
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(b) The department shall issue a temporary certificate to
any applicant who:

1. Completes the requirements outlined in paragraphs
(2) (a) - (g) and completes the subject area content requirements
specified in state board rule or demonstrates mastery of subject
area knowledge pursuant to subsection (5) and holds an
accredited degree or a degree approved by the Department of
Education at the level required for the subject area
specialization in state board rule;

2. For a subject area specialization for which the state
board otherwise requires a bachelor's degree, documents 48
months of active-duty military service with an honorable
discharge or a medical separation; completes the requirements
outlined in paragraphs (2) (a), (b), and (d)-(g); completes the
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subject area content requirements specified in state board rule
or demonstrates mastery of subject area knowledge pursuant to
subsection (5); and documents completion of 60 college credits
with a minimum cumulative grade point average of 2.5 on a 4.0
scale, as provided by one or more accredited institutions of
higher learning or a nonaccredited institution of higher
learning identified by the Department of Education as having a
quality program resulting in a bachelor's degree or higher; or
3. 1Is enrolled in a state-approved teacher preparation
program under s. 1004.04; is actively completing the final

semester of the clinical experience or reguiredprogram—field
experience—o¥ internship at a public school immediately

preceding graduation; completes the requirements outlined in

paragraphs (2) (a), (b), and (d)-(g); completes the subject area
content requirements specified in state board rule or
demonstrates mastery of subject area knowledge pursuant to
subsection (5); and documents completion of 60 college credits
with a minimum cumulative grade point average of 2.5 on a 4.0
scale, as provided by one or more accredited institutions of
higher learning or a nonaccredited institution of higher
learning identified by the Department of Education as having a
quality program resulting in a bachelor's degree or higher.

(e) A person who is issued a temporary certificate under

paragraph (b) must be assigned a teacher mentor or clinical

educator for a minimum of 2 school years after commencing
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employment. Each teacher mentor or clinical educator selected by

the school district, charter school, or charter management
organization must:

1. Hold a valid professional certificate issued pursuant
to this section;

2. Have earned at least 3 years of teaching experience in
prekindergarten through grade 12; arnd

3. Have earned an effective or highly effective rating on
the prior 3 year's performance evaluation under s. 1012.34;~+

4. Provide evidence of successful completion of clinical

educator training pursuant to s. 1012.98; and

5. Be certified or endorsed in reading when assigned to an

individual providing instruction to students in kindergarten

through grade 3 or an individual enrolled in a teacher

preparation program for a certificate area identified pursuant

to s. 1012.585(3) (f).

At least 1 year before an individual's temporary certificate is
set to expire, the department shall electronically notify the
individual of the date on which his or her certificate will
expire and provide a list of each method by which the

qualifications for a professional certificate can be completed.
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area mastery through passage of a subject area test or has
achieved an industry certification in the subject area to be
taught.

Section 14. Section 1012.5841, Florida Statutes, is
created to read:

1012.5841 Continuing education and inservice training for

identifying, preventing, preparing, addressing, and responding

to mass casualty incidents.—

(1) The Department of Education shall develop a list of

approved trainings to prepare instructional personnel to

identify, prevent, prepare for, address, and respond to mass

casualty incidents.

(2) Beginning with the 2026-2027 school year, the

department shall incorporate the training included in the list

required under subsection (1) into existing requirements for the

continuing education or inservice training of instructional

personnel. The requirements of this section may not add to the

total hours required for continuing education or inservice

training as currently established by the department.

(3) A person has no cause of action for any loss or damage

caused by an act or omission resulting from the implementation

of this section or resulting from any training required by this

section unless the loss or damage was caused by willful or

wanton misconduct. This section does not create any new duty of

care or basis of liability.
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(4) The State Board of Education may adopt rules to

implement this section.

103609

TITLE AMENDMENT
Remove lines 3-57 and insert:
1004.04, F.S.; revising the core curricula for certain
teacher preparation programs to include training
relating to mass casualty incidents; providing for the
future repeal of provisions relating to the uniform
core curricula for certain teacher preparation
programs; revising requirements for certain teacher
preparation programs; revising the criteria for
continued approval of such programs; revising the term
"field experience" to "clinical experience"; revising
the requirements for such experience; revising the
requirements certain personnel must meet; creating s.
1004.0982, F.S.; requiring the Department of Education
to reduce the number of required internship hours for
specified students under certain circumstances;
requiring the department to establish specified
guidelines and programs to provide specified
flexibility to students enrolled in postsecondary
school counseling programs; providing requirements for

such guidelines and programs; requiring the State
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Board of Education to adopt rules and the Board of
Governors to adopt regulations for such guidelines and
programs; amending s. 1004.85, F.S.; requiring certain
postsecondary educator preparation institution
programs to include training relating to mass casualty
incidents; revising the purpose of postsecondary
educator preparation institutes; revising requirements
for such institutes; revising requirements for the
continued approval of such programs; amending s.
1012.39, F.S.; providing requirements for the hiring
of certain nondegreed teachers of fine and performing
arts; amending s. 1012.55, F.S.; conforming a cross-
reference; creating s. 1012.551, F.S.; providing for
the uniform core curricula for certain teacher
preparation programs; providing requirements for such
curricula; providing requirements for teacher
candidates beginning in a specified school year;
providing reporting requirements for certain teacher
preparation programs; requiring the State Board of
Education to approve or reject certain courses for
such programs; prohibiting such programs from
requiring students to take a specified additional
course; creating s. 1012.552, F.S.; establishing the
Coaching for Educator Readiness and Teaching

Certification Program; providing the intent for the
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program; providing program requirements; providing
requirements for approval and continued approval of
such programs; requiring the state board to adopt
rules; amending s. 1012.555, F.S.; revising the
requirements for teachers serving as mentors through a
teacher apprenticeship program; amending s. 1012.56,
F.S.; revising the certified educator eligibility
criteria to require such persons to receive training
in mass casualty incidents; providing for the future
repeal of professional learning certification programs
and professional education competency programs;
revising requirements relating to meeting the mastery
of general knowledge and mastery of professional
preparation and education competence for certification
as an educator; removing a requirement for a passing
score on a specified examination for certain
candidates for certification as an educator beginning
on a certain date; revising requirements for a
professional and temporary educator certificates;
amending s. 1012.57, F.S.; requiring persons who hold
adjunct teaching certificates to receive training in
mass casualty incidents; creating s. 1012.5841, F.S.;
requiring the Department of Education to develop a
list of approved trainings relating to mass casualty

incidents; beginning in a specified school year,

Approved For Filing: 4/18/2025 2:53:02 PM

Page 51 of 52




HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. CS/CS/HB 875 (2025)
Amendment No.

1247 requiring the department to include such trainings in
1248 existing continuing education and inservice training
1249 requirements for instructional personnel; providing
1250 applicability; authorizing the State Board of
1251 Education to adopt rules;
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