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HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. CS/CS/HB 875 (2025)
Amendment No.

CHAMBER ACTION

Senate House

Representative Rizo offered the following:

Amendment

Remove lines 592-1000 and insert:

Section 7. Subsection (3) of section 1012.555, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

1012.555 Teacher Apprenticeship Program.—

(3) A teacher who serves as a mentor in the apprenticeship
program shall mentor his or her apprentice teacher using team
teaching strategies and must, at a minimum, meet a3t+—-ef the
feollewing requirements of s. 1012.56(7)=

o —Have—at—JteastS5—vears—of tecaching experience—dn—this
state~
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Section 8. Effective July 1, 2029, subsections (10)
through (17) of section 1012.56, Florida Statutes, are
renumbered as subsections (8) through (15), respectively,
paragraph (b) of subsection (1), paragraph (d) of subsection
(2) , paragraphs (e) and (f) of subsection (3), subsection (6),
paragraphs (a), (b), and (e) of subsection (7), and present
subsections (8) and (9) are amended, and paragraph (g) is added
to subsection (3) of that section, to read:

1012.56 Educator certification requirements.—

(1) APPLICATION.—Each person seeking certification
pursuant to this chapter shall submit a completed application
containing the applicant's social security number to the
Department of Education and remit the fee required pursuant to
s. 1012.59 and rules of the State Board of Education. Pursuant
to the federal Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity
Reconciliation Act of 1996, each party is required to provide

his or her social security number in accordance with this
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section. Disclosure of social security numbers obtained through
this requirement is limited to the purpose of administration of
the Title IV-D program of the Social Security Act for child
support enforcement.

(b) The department shall issue a temporary certificate to
a qualifying applicant within 14 calendar days after receipt of
a request from an employer with a professional education
competence demonstration program pursuant to paragraph (6) (f)
ard—subseetion—+9). The temporary certificate must cover the
classification, level, and area for which the applicant is
deemed qualified. The department shall electronically notify the
applicant's employer that the temporary certificate has been
issued and provide the applicant an official statement of status

of eligibility at the time the certificate is issued.

The statement of status of eligibility must be provided
electronically and must advise the applicant of any
qualifications that must be completed to qualify for
certification. Each method by which an applicant can complete
the qualifications for a professional certificate must be
included in the statement of status of eligibility. Each
statement of status of eligibility is valid for 5 years after
its date of issuance, except as provided in paragraph (2) (d).
(2) ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA.—To be eligible to seek

certification, a person must:
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(d) Submit to background screening in accordance with
subsection (9) +3++&-. If the background screening indicates a
criminal history or if the applicant acknowledges a criminal
history, the applicant's records shall be referred to the
investigative section in the Department of Education for review
and determination of eligibility for certification. If the
applicant fails to provide the necessary documentation requested
by the department within 90 days after the date of the receipt
of the certified mail request, the statement of eligibility and
pending application shall become invalid.

(3) MASTERY OF GENERAL KNOWLEDGE.—Acceptable means of
demonstrating mastery of general knowledge are:

(e) Achievement of passing scores, identified in state
board rule, on national or international examinations that test
comparable content and relevant standards in verbal, analytical
writing, and quantitative reasoning skills, including, but not
limited to, the verbal, analytical writing, and gquantitative
reasoning portions of the Graduate Record Examination and the
SAT, ACT, and Classic Learning Test. Passing scores identified
in state board rule must be at approximately the same level of
rigor as 1is required to pass the general knowledge examinations;
or

(f) Documentation of receipt of a master's or higher
degree from an accredited postsecondary educational institution

that the Department of Education has identified as having a
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89| quality program resulting in a baccalaureate degree or higher;
90| or

91 (g) Successful completion of an introduction to education

92 course and a classroom management and high-impact teaching

93 strategies course approved pursuant to s. 1012.551.

94

95| A school district that employs an individual who does not
96 achieve passing scores on any subtest of the general knowledge
97 examination must provide information regarding the availability
98 of state-level and district-level supports and instruction to
99| assist him or her in achieving a passing score. Such information
100 must include, but need not be limited to, state-level test
101 information guides, school district test preparation resources,
102 and preparation courses offered by state universities and
103| Florida College System institutions. The requirement of mastery
104 of general knowledge shall be waived for an individual who has
105| Dbeen provided 3 years of supports and instruction and who has
106| Dbeen rated effective or highly effective under s. 1012.34 for
107 each of the last 3 years.
108 (6) MASTERY OF PROFESSIONAL PREPARATION AND EDUCATION
109| COMPETENCE.—Acceptable means of demonstrating mastery of
110| professional preparation and education competence are:

111 (a) Successful completion of a state-approved amn—approved

112 teacher preparation program at a postsecondary educational

113 institution within this state and achievement of a passing score

596263
Approved For Filing: 4/18/2025 12:15:37 PM
Page 5 of 20




114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135
136
137

HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. CS/CS/HB 875 (2025)
Amendment No.

on the professional education competency examination required by
state board rule;

(b) Successful completion of a teacher preparation program
at a postsecondary educational institution outside Florida and
achievement of a passing score on the professional education
competency examination required by state board rule;

(c) Documentation of a valid professional standard
teaching certificate issued by another state;

(d) Documentation of a valid certificate issued by the
National Board for Professional Teaching Standards or a national
educator credentialing board approved by the State Board of
Education;

(e) Documentation of two semesters of successful, full-
time or part-time teaching in a Florida College System
institution, state university, or private college or university
that awards an associate or higher degree and is an accredited
institution or an institution of higher education identified by
the Department of Education as having a quality program and

achievement of a passing score on the professional education

competency examination required by state board rule;
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Successful completion of a competency-based
certification program pursuant to s. 1004.85 and achievement of
a passing score on the professional education competency
examination required by rule of the State Board of Education; or

(g) Successful completion of a Coaching for Educator

Readiness and Teaching Certification Program as established in

s. 1012.552.

The State Board of Education shall adopt rules to implement this
subsection, including rules to approve specific teacher
preparation programs that are not identified in this subsection
which may be used to meet requirements for mastery of
professional preparation and education competence. A passing

score on the professional education competency examination shall

not be required of candidates who have successfully completed a

2029,

teacher preparation program approved,

1004.04, s. 1004.85,

after July 1,
1012.551.

pursuant to s. or s.

(7) TYPES AND TERMS OF CERTIFICATION.—
(a) The Department of Education shall issue a professional
certificate for a period not to exceed 5 years to any applicant

who fulfills one of the following:
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1. Meets all the applicable requirements outlined in
subsection (2).

2. For a professional certificate covering grades 6
through 12:

a. Meets the applicable requirements of paragraphs (2) (a)-
(h) .

b. Holds a master's or higher degree in the area of
science, technology, engineering, or mathematics.

c. Teaches a high school course in the subject of the
advanced degree.

d. Is rated highly effective as determined by the
teacher's performance evaluation under s. 1012.34, based in part
on student performance as measured by a statewide, standardized
assessment or an Advanced Placement, Advanced International
Certificate of Education, or International Baccalaureate
examination.

e. Achieves a passing score on the Florida professional
education competency examination required by state board rule.

3. Meets the applicable requirements of paragraphs (2) (a)-
(h) and completes a Coaching for Educator Readiness and Teaching

Certification Program pursuant to s. 1012.551 prefessionalt

pursuwant—to—paragraph—8)r{te) or an educator preparation
institute approved by the department pursuant to s. 1004.85. An
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(b) The department shall issue a temporary certificate to
any applicant who:

1. Completes the requirements outlined in paragraphs
(2) (a) - (f) and completes the subject area content requirements
specified in state board rule or demonstrates mastery of subject
area knowledge pursuant to subsection (5) and holds an
accredited degree or a degree approved by the Department of
Education at the level required for the subject area
specialization in state board rule;

2. For a subject area specialization for which the state
board otherwise requires a bachelor's degree, documents 48
months of active-duty military service with an honorable
discharge or a medical separation;
(2) (a), (b),

subject area content requirements specified in state board rule

completes the requirements

outlined in paragraphs and (d)-(f); completes the

or demonstrates mastery of subject area knowledge pursuant to
(3);

with a minimum cumulative grade point average of 2.5 on a 4.0

subsection and documents completion of 60 college credits

scale, as provided by one or more accredited institutions of

higher learning or a nonaccredited institution of higher
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learning identified by the Department of Education as having a

quality program resulting in a bachelor's degree or higher; or
3. 1Is enrolled in a state-approved teacher preparation

program under s. 1004.04; is actively completing the final

semester of the clinical experience or reguired—program—Etiecld

ree—o¥ internship at a public school immediately

preceding graduation; completes the requirements outlined in

paragraphs (2) (a), (b), and (d)-(f); completes the subject area
content requirements specified in state board rule or
demonstrates mastery of subject area knowledge pursuant to
subsection (5); and documents completion of 60 college credits
with a minimum cumulative grade point average of 2.5 on a 4.0
scale, as provided by one or more accredited institutions of
higher learning or a nonaccredited institution of higher
learning identified by the Department of Education as having a
quality program resulting in a bachelor's degree or higher.

(e) A person who is issued a temporary certificate under

paragraph (b) must be assigned a teacher mentor or clinical

educator for a minimum of 2 school years after commencing

employment. Each teacher mentor or clinical educator selected by

the school district, charter school, or charter management
organization must:
1. Hold a wvalid professional certificate issued pursuant

to this section;
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2. Have earned at least 3 years of teaching experience in
prekindergarten through grade 12; arnd

3. Have earned an effective or highly effective rating on
the prior 3 year's performance evaluation under s. 1012.34;~

4. Provide evidence of successful completion of clinical

educator training pursuant to s. 1012.98; and

5. Be certified or endorsed in reading when assigned to an

individual providing instruction to students in kindergarten

through grade 3 or an individual enrolled in a teacher

preparation program for a certificate area identified pursuant

to s. 1012.585(3) (f).

At least 1 year before an individual's temporary certificate is
set to expire, the department shall electronically notify the
individual of the date on which his or her certificate will
expire and provide a list of each method by which the

qualifications for a professional certificate can be completed.
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HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. CS/CS/HB 875 (2025)
Amendment No.

359 state—suppeorted—Ppublie school ' s—evaluation system—established
360

361

362

363| baosed—upeon—the department'sreview of performancedata—Th
3604| department—shall review the performancedataas—a part—ef—+the
365| periediereviewofecach school distriet!s professionaltearning
366 system—reqgquired—under—s-—+012-98

367 Section 9. Paragraph (a) of subsection (3) of section
368 1012.585, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

369 1012.585 Process for renewal of professional

370 certificates.—

371 (3) For the renewal of a professional certificate, the
372 following requirements must be met:

373 (a) 1. The applicant must earn a minimum of 6 college

374 credits or 120 inservice points or a combination thereof. For
375 each area of specialization to be retained on a certificate, the
376 applicant must earn at least 3 of the required credit hours or
377 equivalent inservice points in the specialization area.

378| Education in "clinical educator" training pursuant to s.

379 1004.04(5) (b); participation in mentorship and induction

380 activities, including as a mentor, pursuant to s. 1012.56(8) (a);
381 and credits or points that provide training in the area of

382 scientifically researched, knowledge-based reading literacy

383 grounded in the science of reading, including explicit,
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Bill No. CS/CS/HB 875 (2025)
Amendment No.

systematic, and sequential approaches to reading instruction,
developing phonemic awareness, and implementing multisensory
intervention strategies, and computational skills acquisition,
exceptional student education, normal child development, and the
disorders of development may be applied toward any
specialization area. Credits or points that provide training in
the areas of drug abuse, child abuse and neglect, strategies in
teaching students having limited proficiency in English, or
dropout prevention, or training in areas identified in the
educational goals and performance standards adopted pursuant to
ss. 1000.03(5) and 1008.345 may be applied toward any
specialization area, except specialization areas identified by
State Board of Education rule that include reading instruction
or intervention for any students in kindergarten through grade
6. Each district school board shall include in its inservice
master plan the ability for teachers to receive inservice points
for supporting students in extracurricular career and technical
education activities, such as career and technical student
organization activities outside of regular school hours and
training related to supervising students participating in a
career and technical student organization. Credits or points
earned through approved summer institutes may be applied toward
the fulfillment of these requirements. Inservice points may also
be earned by participation in professional growth components

approved by the State Board of Education and specified pursuant
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Bill No. CS/CS/HB 875 (2025)
Amendment No.

to s. 1012.98 in the district's approved master plan for
inservice educational training; however, such points may not be
used to satisfy the specialization requirements of this
paragraph.

2. For an applicant whose professional certificate has

been expired for less than 2 years, any college credits or

inservice points previously accrued but not used toward the

recertification of his or her professional certificate may be

applied toward the recertification of such certificate.

Section 10. Effective July 1, 2029, paragraph (a) of
subsection (3) of section 1012.585, Florida Statutes, as amended
by this act, is amended to read:

1012.585 Process for renewal of professional
certificates.—

(3) For the renewal of a professional certificate, the
following requirements must be met:

(a)l. The applicant must earn a minimum of 6 college
credits or 120 inservice points or a combination thereof. For
each area of specialization to be retained on a certificate, the
applicant must earn at least 3 of the required credit hours or
equivalent inservice points in the specialization area.
Eadueation—in—"eliniecatl—edueator™ Training pursuant to s.
1012.98(4) s+—30064-0B4A5)r+{); participation in mentorship and

induction activities, including as a mentor—pursuvant—te—-S-

02563 +a); and credits or points that provide training in
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the area of scientifically researched, knowledge-based reading
literacy grounded in the science of reading, including explicit,
systematic, and sequential approaches to reading instruction,
developing phonemic awareness, and implementing multisensory
intervention strategies, and computational skills acquisition,
exceptional student education, normal child development, and the
disorders of development may be applied toward any
specialization area. Credits or points that provide training in
the areas of drug abuse, child abuse and neglect, strategies in
teaching students having limited proficiency in English, or
dropout prevention, or training in areas identified in the
educational goals and performance standards adopted pursuant to
ss. 1000.03(5) and 1008.345 may be applied toward any
specialization area, except specialization areas identified by
State Board of Education rule that include reading instruction
or intervention for any students in kindergarten through grade
6. Each district school board shall include in its inservice
master plan the ability for teachers to receive inservice points
for supporting students in extracurricular career and technical
education activities, such as career and technical student
organization activities outside of regular school hours and
training related to supervising students participating in a
career and technical student organization. Credits or points
earned through approved summer institutes may be applied toward

the fulfillment of these requirements. Inservice points may also
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459| Dbe earned by participation in professional growth components
460| approved by the State Board of Education and specified pursuant
461 to s. 1012.98 in the district's approved master plan for

462 inservice educational training; however, such points may not be
463| used to satisfy the specialization requirements of this

464 paragraph.

465 2. For an applicant whose professional certificate has
466| been expired for less than 2 years, any college credits or

467 inservice points previously accrued but not used toward the

468 recertification of his or her professional certificate may be

469| applied toward the recertification of such certificate.
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