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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to physical education; amending s.
1006.15, F.S.; making technical changes; defining
terms; revising eligibility requirements for a student
to participate in an interscholastic or
intrascholastic extracurricular activity; requiring
that insurance provided by district school boards for
participants in extracurricular activities cover any
eligible student; deleting requirements for the
Florida High School Athletic Association to facilitate
a program for private school students to participate
in an interscholastic or intrascholastic sport;
requiring the athletic director or other appropriate
administrator to maintain student records for all
eligible students participating in interscholastic or
intrascholastic extracurricular activities at a member
school; prohibiting a school from imposing additional
fees on a student who wishes to participate in
extracurricular activities; requiring parents to
provide transportation to and from the school for
their student; providing indemnity for a school and
district school board under specified circumstances;
prohibiting a student from participating in the same
sport at two different schools within the same school
year unless certain approval is granted; requiring the
governing organization to provide a determination for
such a request within a specified timeframe; requiring
the governing organization to adopt bylaws; deleting

provisions providing requirements for certain student
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transfers; amending s. 1002.33, F.S.; conforming a
cross-reference; amending s. 1003.455, F.S.; requiring

each school district to ensure that students
participate in the Presidential Youth Fitness Program;
amending s. 1006.195, F.S.; conforming cross-
references; amending s. 1006.20, F.S.; authorizing a
student who is denied certain eligibility to appeal a
decision made by the governing organization; requiring
the governing organization to adopt bylaws to
establish a timeline for an appeals process; requiring
that appeals decisions be posted online; amending s.
1012.22, F.S.; authorizing a district school board to
determine and approve the compensation of an athletic
coach; providing that the compensation may exceed any
salary schedule and be paid in any form deemed
appropriate by the school board; providing that
limitations on supplemental pay are not applicable to
the compensation of an athletic coach; providing an

effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 1006.15, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

1006.15 Student standards for participation in
interscholastic and intrascholastic extracurricular student
activities; regulation.—

(1) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be cited as the “Craig

Dickinson Act.”
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(2) DETERMINATION.—Interscholastic extracurricular student

activities are an important complement to the academic
curriculum. Participation in a comprehensive extracurricular and
academic program contributes to student development of the
social and intellectual skills necessary to become a well-
rounded adult. As used in this section, the term
“extracurricular” means any school-authorized or education-
related activity occurring during or outside the regular
instructional school day. In the determination of whether a
school offers an activity or a sport, the activity or sport must
meet the designation requirements of s. 1006.205(3) (a).

(3) 4= DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section and s. 1006.20,

the term:

(a) “Eligible student” means a home education student,

charter school student, private school student, Florida Virtual

School student, alternative school student, or traditional

public school student who wishes to participate in an

interscholastic or intrascholastic extracurricular activity.

(b)1. “Eligible to participate” includes, but is not
limited to, a student participating in all of the following:

Tryouts.+

Off-season conditioning.y
Summer workouts.s
Preseason conditioning.+
In-season practice.s

or Contests.

I v

The term does not mean that a student must be placed on
any specific team for interscholastic or intrascholastic

extracurricular activities. To be eligible to participate in
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interscholastic extracurricular student activities, a student
must:

a.*. Maintain a grade point average of 2.0 or above on a
4.0 scale, or its equivalent, in the previous semester or a
cumulative grade point average of 2.0 or above on a 4.0 scale,
or its equivalent, in the courses required by s. 1002.3105(5) or
s. 1003.4282.

b.2+ Execute and fulfill the requirements of an academic
performance contract between the student, the district school
board, the appropriate governing association, and the student’s
parents, if the student’s cumulative grade point average falls
below 2.0, or its equivalent, on a 4.0 scale in the courses
required by s. 1002.3105(5) or s. 1003.4282. At a minimum, the
contract must require that the student attend summer school, or
its graded equivalent, between grades 9 and 10 or grades 10 and
11, as necessary.

c.3= Have a cumulative grade point average of 2.0 or above
on a 4.0 scale, or its equivalent, in the courses required by s.
1002.3105(5) or s. 1003.4282 during his or her junior or senior
year.

d.4— Maintain satisfactory conduct, including adherence to
appropriate dress and other codes of student conduct policies
described in s. 1006.07(2). If a student is convicted of, or is
found to have committed, a felony or a delinquent act that would
have been a felony if committed by an adult, regardless of
whether adjudication is withheld, the student’s participation in
interscholastic extracurricular activities is contingent upon
established and published district school board policy.

3.4k> Any student who is exempt from attending a full
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school day based on rules adopted by the district school board
for double session schools or programs, experimental schools, or
schools operating under emergency conditions must maintain the
grade point average required by this section and pass each class
for which he or she is enrolled.

(c) “Extracurricular” means any school-authorized or

education-related activity occurring during or outside the

regular instructional school day.

(d) “Governing organization” means any organization that

governs the athletic activities of a school, including, but not

limited to, the Florida High School Athletic Association.
(4) ELIGIBILITY.—
(a) e+ A An—individual—home—eduecation student is eligible

to participate in an interscholastic or intrascholastic

extracurricular activity at the school in which he or she is

enrolled.

(b) An eligible student may participate in an

interscholastic or intrascholastic extracurricular activity at a

school other than the school in which the student is enrolled
if:

1. The school in which the student is enrolled does not

offer the same interscholastic or intrascholastic

extracurricular activity or, if the student is a home education

student, the student may participate as part of a home education

athletic cooperative; and

2. The school at which the student will participate in the

interscholastic or intrascholastic extracurricular activity is

one for which the student would otherwise be zoned or is a

private school or charter school appropriate for the student’s
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146| grade level located in the school district in which the student

147 resides.

148 (c) If the school for which the student would otherwise be

149 zoned does not offer the interscholastic or intrascholastic

150| extracurricular activity, the student may:

151 1. Participate at any public, charter, or private school

152 appropriate for the student’s grade level in the school district

153 in which the student resides; or

154 2. Participate at a public, charter, or private school

155| outside of the student’s district which is appropriate for the

156 student’s grade level, if the school is the closest school to

157 the student’s home address which offers the interscholastic or

158 intrascholastic extracurricular activity.

159 (d) If no public or charter schools in the district in

160 which the student resides offer the interscholastic or

161 intrascholastic extracurricular activity, and an agreement

162 cannot be reached with a private school in the district in which

163 the student resides, the student may participate at a public,

164 charter, or private school that is appropriate for the student’s

165 grade level located outside of his or her school district. The

166 school at which the student participates pursuant to this

167| paragraph must be in a school district adjacent to the school

168 district in which the student resides.

169 (e) If a student has exhausted all options outlined above

170 for participation in an interscholastic or intrascholastic

171 extracurricular activity, the student may petition the executive

172 director of the applicable governing organization to explore

173| options for participation at a school not otherwise covered by

174 this section.
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436 available upon request of the governing organization FHSAA.

437 (c)+H- A student must apply to participate in an

438 interscholastic or intrascholastic extracurricular activity at a

439| school other than the school in which the student is enrolled by

440| either of the following methods:

441 1. Applying to the school’s governing organization for the

442 extracurricular activity as provided for in the governing

443 organization’s bylaws thispregram—throughthe FHSAA program
444| appliecationpreoecess.

445 2. If there is no governing organization for the

446| extracurricular activity for which the student is applying,

447 through an appropriate process which must comply with ss.

448 1002.41 and 1002.31. The State Board of Education may adopt

449 rules to implement this paragraph.

450 (d) The school in which a student is enrolled who wishes to

451| participate in extracurricular activities may not impose

452 additional fees or costs for participation outside of the fees

453 or costs students currently enrolled at the school pay to

454| participate in the extracurricular activity.

455 (e) The parents of the student participating in the

456| activity must provide for the transportation of the student to

457 and from the school at which the student participates. The

458 school in which the student is enrolled, the school at which the

459 student participates in the activity, and the district school

460| board are exempt from civil liability arising from any injury

461 that occurs to the student during such transportation.

462 (10) STUDENT TRANSFERS.—A student may not participate in

463| the same sport at two different schools during the same school

464 year, unless granted approval by the applicable governing
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523 school to which the student would be otherwise assigned to
524 attend, or may develop an agreement to participate at a private

525 school, pursuant to s. 1006.15(4) s—3+006-31543)H-.
526 Section 3. Subsection (7) 1s added to section 1003.455,

527 Florida Statutes, to read:
528 1003.455 Physical education; assessment.—
529 (7) FEach school district shall ensure that students in

530| grades K-12 annually participate in the Presidential Youth

531 Fitness Program, or its successor program, as part of the

532| district’s physical education curriculum.

533 Section 4. Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (1) of

534 section 1006.195, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

535 1006.195 District school board, charter school authority
536| and responsibility to establish student eligibility regarding
537| participation in interscholastic and intrascholastic

538| extracurricular activities.—Notwithstanding any provision to the
539 contrary in ss. 1006.15, 1006.18, and 1006.20, regarding student
540 eligibility to participate in interscholastic and

541 intrascholastic extracurricular activities:

542 (1) (a) A district school board shall muast establish,

543 through its code of student conduct, student eligibility

544 standards and related student disciplinary actions regarding
545 student participation in interscholastic and intrascholastic
546| extracurricular activities. The code of student conduct must
547| provide that:

548 1. A student not currently suspended from interscholastic
549 or intrascholastic extracurricular activities, or suspended or

550 expelled from school, pursuant to a district school board’s

551 suspension or expulsion powers provided in law, including ss.
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1006.07, 1006.08, and 1006.09, is eligible to participate in
interscholastic and intrascholastic extracurricular activities.
2. A student may not participate in a sport if the student
participated in that same sport at another school during that
school year, unless the student meets the criteria in s.
1006.15(4) s=—3166

()}

15 (23\ (=
s LToO o/ \VJ /-

(W]

3. A student’s eligibility to participate in any
interscholastic or intrascholastic extracurricular activity may
not be affected by any alleged recruiting violation until final
disposition of the allegation pursuant to s. 1006.20(2) (b).

(b) Students who participate in interscholastic and
intrascholastic extracurricular activities for, but are not

enrolled in, a public school pursuant to s. 1006.15(4) s+

100653 +ter—ter—and—+8), are subject to the district school

1
e L

board’s code of student conduct for the limited purpose of
establishing and maintaining the student’s eligibility to
participate at the school.

Section 5. Paragraphs (i) and (j) are added to subsection
(7) of section 1006.20, Florida Statutes, to read:

1006.20 Athletics in public K-12 schools.—

(7) APPEALS.—

(i) A student denied eligibility may appeal the decision

from the governing organization. The governing organization

shall adopt bylaws establishing a timeline for appeals which may

not exceed 20 days.

(j) Decisions made by the committee on appeals, the

executive director, or his or her designee, and the governing

organization board of directors must be posted online in a

searchable format and in compliance with ss. 1002.22 and
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1002.221.

Section 6. Paragraph (k) is added to subsection (1) of
section 1012.22, Florida Statutes, to read:

1012.22 Public school personnel; powers and duties of the
district school board.—The district school board shall:

(1) Designate positions to be filled, prescribe
qualifications for those positions, and provide for the
appointment, compensation, promotion, suspension, and dismissal
of employees as follows, subject to the requirements of this
chapter:

(k) Athletic coach compensation.—The district school board

may, at its sole discretion, determine and approve the

compensation of any person employed as an athletic coach,

assistant coach, or athletic program supervisor, regardless of

whether such individual is classified as instructional

personnel. Compensation may exceed any salary schedule,

supplement, or stipend otherwise prescribed and may be paid in

any form or amount deemed appropriate by the district school

board, including, but not limited to, salaries, stipends,

bonuses, performance-based incentives, and hourly or per-

assignment pay. Such compensation is considered part of the

coach’s total compensation. The limitations on supplemental pay

applicable to instructional personnel under this section or any

other law do not apply to compensation provided under this

paragraph.
Section 7. This act shall take effect July 1, 2026.
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