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By Senator Bernard

24-00748-26 202
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to a prohibition on levying ad valorem
taxes on tangible personal property; amending ss.
166.131, 166.211, 192.001, 192.0105, 192.032, 192.042,
and 192.091, F.S.; conforming provisions to proposed
amendments made to the State Constitution which
prohibit levying ad valorem taxes on tangible personal
property by counties, school districts, and
municipalities; repealing s. 193.016, F.S., relating
to the property appraiser’s assessments and effect of
determinations by value adjustment boards; amending
ss. 193.052 and 193.062, F.S.; conforming provisions
to proposed amendments made to the State Constitution
which prohibit levying ad valorem taxes on tangible
personal property by counties, school districts, and
municipalities; repealing s. 193.063, F.S., relating
to extending the date for filing tangible personal
property tax returns; repealing s. 193.073, F.S.,
relating to erroneous returns and estimates of
assessment when no return is filed; amending ss.
193.114, 194.011, 194.013, 194.034, 194.035, 194.037,
195.027, 195.073, 195.101, 196.011, and 196.012, F.S.;
conforming provisions to proposed amendments made to
the State Constitution which prohibit levying ad
valorem taxes on tangible personal property by
counties, school districts, and municipalities;
repealing s. 196.021, F.S., relating to tax returns to
show all exemptions and claims; repealing s. 196.182,

F.S., relating to the exemption of renewable energy
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source devices; repealing s. 196.183, F.S., relating
to the exemption for tangible personal property;
amending s. 196.192, F.S.; conforming provisions to
proposed amendments made to the State Constitution
which prohibit levying ad valorem taxes on tangible
personal property by counties, school districts, and
municipalities; amending ss. 196.1978 and 196.19782,
F.S.; conforming cross-references; amending s.
196.1995, F.S.; conforming provisions to proposed
amendments made to the State Constitution which
prohibit levying ad valorem taxes on tangible personal
property by counties, school districts, and
municipalities; repealing s. 197.146, F.S., relating
to uncollectible personal property taxes and
correction of the tax roll; amending ss. 197.343 and
197.374, F.S.; conforming provisions to proposed
amendments made to the State Constitution which
prohibit levying ad valorem taxes on tangible personal
property by counties, school districts, and
municipalities; repealing s. 197.412, F.S., relating
to attachment of tangible personal property in case of
removal; amending ss. 200.065 and 212.08, F.S.;
conforming cross-references; providing a transitional

provision; providing a contingent effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
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Section 1. Section 166.131, Florida Statutes, is amended to

read:
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166.131 Levy of taxes for payment of debt.—The governing
body of a municipality may levy ad valorem taxes upon real and
tangible—personat property within the municipality as it deems
necessary to make payment, including principal and interest,
upon the general obligation and ad valorem bonded indebtedness
of the municipality or into any sinking funds created under s.
166.122.

Section 2. Subsection (1) of section 166.211, Florida
Statutes, 1s amended to read:

166.211 Ad valorem taxes.—

(1) Pursuant to s. 9, Art. VII of the State Constitution, a
municipality is hereby authorized, in a manner not inconsistent
with general law, to levy ad valorem taxes on real and—tangible
persenat property within the municipality in an amount not to
exceed 10 mills, exclusive of taxes levied for the payment of
bonds and taxes levied for periods of not longer than 2 years
and approved by a vote of the electors.

Section 3. Paragraph (d) of subsection (11) and subsections
(17) and (18) of section 192.001, Florida Statutes, are amended
to read:

192.001 Definitions.—All definitions set out in chapters 1
and 200 that are applicable to this chapter are included herein.
In addition, the following definitions shall apply in the
imposition of ad valorem taxes:

4

(11) “Personal property,” for the purposes of ad valorem

taxation, shall be divided into four categories as follows:
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term “vessel” provided in s. 327.02. Incidental movement upon

water does shatd not, in and of itself, preclude an entity from

classification as a floating structure. A fleating strueture—3s
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(18) “Complete submission of the rolls” includes, but is
not limited to, accurate tabular summaries of valuations as
prescribed by department rule; an electronic copy of the real
property assessment roll including for each parcel total value
of improvements, land value, the recorded selling prices, other
ownership transfer data required for an assessment roll under s.
193.114, the value of any improvement made to the parcel in the
12 months preceding the valuation date, the type and amount of
any exemption granted, and such other information as may be
required by department rule; an accurate tabular summary by
property class of any adjustments made to recorded selling

prices or fair market value in arriving at assessed value, as

1 1 + 1 £ + 1
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be—reguired by department—rutes and an accurate tabular summary

of per-acre land valuations used for each class of agricultural
property in preparing the assessment roll, as prescribed by
department rule.

Section 4. Paragraph (i) of subsection (1), paragraph (e)
of subsection (3), and paragraph (a) of subsection (4) of
section 192.0105, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

192.0105 Taxpayer rights.—There is created a Florida
Taxpayer’s Bill of Rights for property taxes and assessments to

guarantee that the rights, privacy, and property of the
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taxpayers of this state are adequately safeguarded and protected
during tax levy, assessment, collection, and enforcement
processes administered under the revenue laws of this state. The
Taxpayer’s Bill of Rights compiles, in one document, brief but
comprehensive statements that summarize the rights and
obligations of the property appraisers, tax collectors, clerks
of the court, local governing boards, the Department of Revenue,
and taxpayers. Additional rights afforded to payors of taxes and
assessments imposed under the revenue laws of this state are
provided in s. 213.015. The rights afforded taxpayers to assure
that their privacy and property are safeguarded and protected
during tax levy, assessment, and collection are available only
insofar as they are implemented in other parts of the Florida
Statutes or rules of the Department of Revenue. The rights so
guaranteed to state taxpayers in the Florida Statutes and the
departmental rules include:

(1) THE RIGHT TO KNOW.—

Notwithstanding the right to information contained in this
subsection, under s. 197.122 property owners are held to know
that property taxes are due and payable annually and are charged

with a duty to ascertain the amount of current and delinquent
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taxes and obtain the necessary information from the applicable
governmental officials.

(3) THE RIGHT TO REDRESS.-—

T e+ NN FEEN a +
s (= (R aIT Ay (= |

(4) THE RIGHT TO CONFIDENTIALITY.—

(a) The right to have information kept confidential,
including federal tax information, ad valorem tax returns,
social security numbers, all financial records produced by the
taxpayer, Form DR-219 returns for documentary stamp tax
information, and sworn statements of gross income, copies of
federal income tax returns for the prior year, wage and earnings
statements (W-2 forms), and other documents (see ss. 192.105,
193.074, 193.114(4) 393-33445), 195.027(3) and (5) +6&), and
196.101(4) (c)) .

Section 5. Section 192.032, Florida Statutes, is amended to

read:

41> Real propertys+ shall be assessed in the £ha% county and

taxing jurisdiction in which it is located ard—an—that—taxing
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Section 6. Section 192.042, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read

192.042 Date of assessment.—All property shall beassessed
N~~~ AlS N~ T+ o Aaaad o xz ] a4 ~a £~71 Ty e
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43> Real property shall be assessed according to its just

valuey on January 1 of each year. Improvements or portions not
substantially completed on January 1 shall have no value placed
thereon. The term “substantially completed” means shaldi—mean
that the improvement or some self-sufficient unit within it can

be used for the purpose for which it was constructed.
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Section 7. Subsection (2) of section 192.091, Florida

Statutes, is amended to read:

192.091 Commissions of property appraisers and tax
collectors.—

(2) The tax collectors of the several counties of the state
shall be entitled to receive,

foangiblepersenat property taxes and special assessments

collected and remitted, the following commissions:

upon the amount of all real and

(a) On the county tax:

1. Ten percent on the first $100,000;

2. Five percent on the next $100,000;

3. Three percent on the balance up to the amount of taxes

collected and remitted on an assessed valuation of $50 million;
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4. Two percent on the balance.

(b) On collections on behalf of each taxing district and
special assessment district:

l.a. Three percent on the amount of taxes collected and
remitted on an assessed valuation of $50 million; and

b. Two percent on the balance; and

2. Actual costs of collection, not to exceed 2 percent, on

the amount of special assessments collected and remitted.

For the purposes of this subsection, the commissions on the
amount of taxes collected from the nonvoted school millage, and
on the amount of additional taxes that would be collected for
school districts if the exemptions applicable to homestead
property for school district taxation were the same as
exemptions applicable for all other ad valorem taxation, shall
be paid by the board of county commissioners.

Section 8. Section 193.016, Florida Statutes, is repealed.

Section 9. Subsections (1), (3), and (7) of section
193.052, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

193.052 Preparation and serving of returns.—

(1) Fhe—feollowingreturas—shall e Filed:

“+a—TFangible—personat—property;—and

4> Property specifically required to be returned by other

provisions in this title must be filed.

(3) A return for theabeve—+types—ef property required to be

returned must shaltdt be filed in each county which is the situs

of such property, as set out under s. 192.032.
7 . e 1
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time of filing by the taxpayer’s written authorization or power
of attorney, unless the person filing the petition is listed in
s. 194.034(1) (a). A person listed in s. 194.034(1l) (a) may file a
petition with a value adjustment board without the taxpayer’s
signature or written authorization by certifying under penalty
of perjury that he or she has authorization to file the petition
on behalf of the taxpayer. If a taxpayer notifies the wvalue
adjustment board that a petition has been filed for the
taxpayer’s property without his or her consent, the value
adjustment board may require the person filing the petition to
provide written authorization from the taxpayer authorizing the
person to proceed with the appeal before a hearing is held. If
the value adjustment board finds that a person listed in s.
194.034 (1) (a) willfully and knowingly filed a petition that was
not authorized by the taxpayer, the value adjustment board shall
require such person to provide the taxpayer’s written
authorization for representation to the value adjustment board
clerk before any petition filed by that person is heard, for 1
year after imposition of such requirement by the value
adjustment board. A power of attorney or written authorization
is valid for 1 assessment year, and a new power of attorney or
written authorization by the taxpayer is required for each
subsequent assessment year. A petition shall also describe the

property by parcel number and shall be filed as follows:
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Section 15. Subsection (1) of section 194.013, Florida
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436 Statutes, is amended to read:
437 194.013 Filing fees for petitions; disposition; waiver.—
438 (1) If required by resolution of the value adjustment

439| board, a petition filed pursuant to s. 194.011 must shatd be

440| accompanied by a filing fee to be paid to the clerk of the value
441 adjustment board in an amount determined by the board not to

442 exceed $50 for each separate parcel of real property;—realt—or
443| persernaty; covered by the petition and subject to appeal.

444| However, such filing fee may not be required with respect to an
445 appeal from the disapproval of homestead exemption under s.

446 196.151 or from the denial of tax deferral under s. 197.2425.
447| Only a single filing fee may shald be charged under this section

448 as to any particular parcel of real property er—tangibite

449| personatlpropertyacecount despite the existence of multiple

450 issues and hearings pertaining to such parcel er—aeeeunt. For
451 joint petitions filed pursuant to s. 194.011(3) (e) ory (f)+—e=
452| +He¥, a single filing fee shall be charged. Such fee must shadt

453| be calculated as the cost of the special magistrate for the time

454 involved in hearing the joint petition and may shaltd not exceed

455 S5 per parcel of real property er—tangiblte property account.
456 Such fee is to be proportionately paid by affected parcel
457 owners.

458 Section 16. Paragraph (j) of subsection (1) of section

459 194.034, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

460 194.034 Hearing procedures; rules.—
461 (1)
462 (J) An assessment may not be contested unless a return as

463 required by s. 193.052 was timely filed. For purposes of this

464| paragraph, the term “timely filed” means filed by the deadline
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established in s. 193.062 erbefore—theexpirationofany
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Section 17. Subsections (1) and (3) of section 194.035,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

194.035 Special magistrates; property evaluators.—

(1) In counties having a population of more than 75,000,
the board shall appoint special magistrates for the purpose of
taking testimony and making recommendations to the board, which
recommendations the board may act upon without further hearing.
These special magistrates may not be elected or appointed
officials or employees of the county but shall be selected from
a list of those qualified individuals who are willing to serve
as special magistrates. Employees and elected or appointed
officials of a taxing jurisdiction or of the state may not serve
as special magistrates. The clerk of the board shall annually
notify such individuals or their professional associations to
make known to them that opportunities to serve as special
magistrates exist. The Department of Revenue shall provide a
list of qualified special magistrates to any county with a
population of 75,000 or less. Subject to appropriation, the
department shall reimburse counties with a population of 75,000
or less for payments made to special magistrates appointed for
the purpose of taking testimony and making recommendations to
the value adjustment board pursuant to this section. The
department shall establish a reasonable range for payments per
case to special magistrates based on such payments in other

counties. Requests for reimbursement of payments outside this
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range shall be justified by the county. If the total of all
requests for reimbursement in any year exceeds the amount
available pursuant to this section, payments to all counties

must skadt be prorated accordingly. If a county having a

population less than 75,000 does not appoint a special
magistrate to hear each petition, the person or persons
designated to hear petitions before the value adjustment board
or the attorney appointed to advise the value adjustment board

must skaed+ attend the training provided pursuant to subsection

(3), regardless of whether the person would otherwise be
required to attend, but may shald not be required to pay the
tuition fee specified in subsection (3). A special magistrate
appointed to hear issues of exemptions, classifications, and
determinations that a change of ownership, a change of ownership
or control, or a qualifying improvement has occurred shall be a
member of The Florida Bar with no less than 5 years’ experience
in the area of ad valorem taxation. A special magistrate
appointed to hear issues regarding the valuation of real estate

shall be a state certified real estate appraiser with not less

than 5 years’ experience in real property valuation. A—speeiat

+hoarn B 7o 14 N g A~ 1 o~~~ N noarannal Aty
cai o yCoo LS CxX P Tt Ce——Tr— oot Pt SO pTropPpCT Ty

vatuatien+ A special magistrate need not be a resident of the
county in which he or she serves. A special magistrate may not
represent a person before the board in any tax year during which
he or she has served that board as a special magistrate. An

appraisal may not be submitted as evidence to a value adjustment
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board in any year that the person who performed the appraisal
serves as a special magistrate to that value adjustment board.
Before appointing a special magistrate, a value adjustment board
shall verify the special magistrate’s qualifications. The value
adjustment board shall ensure that the selection of special
magistrates is based solely upon the experience and
qualifications of the special magistrate and is not influenced
by the property appraiser. The special magistrate shall
accurately and completely preserve all testimony and, in making
recommendations to the value adjustment board, shall include
proposed findings of fact, conclusions of law, and reasons for
upholding or overturning the determination of the property
appraiser. The expense of hearings before magistrates and any
compensation of special magistrates shall be borne three-fifths
by the board of county commissioners and two-fifths by the
school board. When appointing special magistrates or when
scheduling special magistrates for specific hearings, the board,
the board attorney, and the board clerk may not consider the
dollar amount or percentage of any assessment reductions
recommended by any special magistrate in the current year or in
any previous year.

(3) The department shall provide and conduct training for
special magistrates at least once each state fiscal year in at
least five locations throughout the state. Such training must
shatt emphasize the department’s standard measures of value,
including the guidelines for real and—tangiblte personat
property. Notwithstanding subsection (1), a person who has 3
years of relevant experience and who has completed the training

provided by the department under this subsection may be
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determine each year whether the several counties of this state
are assessing the real ard—tangibte perseonat property within
their jurisdiction in accordance with law. If the Department of
Revenue determines that any county is assessing property at less

than that prescribed by law, the Chief Financial Officer must

shatt withhold from such county a portion of any state funds to
which the county may be entitled equal to the difference of the
amount assessed and the amount required to be assessed by law.

(2) The Department of Revenue is hereby directed to
determine each year whether the several municipalities of this
state are assessing the real and—tangiblepersenat property
within their jurisdiction in accordance with law. If the
Department of Revenue determines that any municipality is
assessing property at less than that prescribed by law, the
Chief Financial Officer must shad+ withhold from such

municipality a portion of any state funds to which that
municipality may be entitled equal to the difference of the
amount assessed and the amount required to be assessed by law.

Section 22. Subsection (3) of section 196.011, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

196.011 Annual application required for exemption.—

(3) It is shadd not be necessary to make annual application
for exemption on houses of public worship, the lots on which
they are located, personal property located therein or thereon,
parsonages, burial grounds and tombs owned by houses of public
worship, individually owned burial rights not held for

speculation, or other such property not rented or hired out for

other than religious or educational purposes at any time;
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e and property of the state or any county, any
municipality, any school district, or community college district
thereof.

Section 23. Subsection (6) of section 196.012, Florida
Statutes, 1s amended to read:

196.012 Definitions.—For the purpose of this chapter, the
following terms are defined as follows, except where the context
clearly indicates otherwise:

(6) Governmental, municipal, or public purpose or function
shall be deemed to be served or performed when the lessee under
any leasehold interest created in property of the United States,
the state or any of its political subdivisions, or any
municipality, agency, special district, authority, or other
public body corporate of the state is demonstrated to perform a
function or serve a governmental purpose which could properly be
performed or served by an appropriate governmental unit or which
is demonstrated to perform a function or serve a purpose which
would otherwise be a valid subject for the allocation of public
funds. For purposes of the preceding sentence, an activity
undertaken by a lessee which is permitted under the terms of its
lease of real property designated as an aviation area on an
airport layout plan which has been approved by the Federal
Aviation Administration and which real property is used for the
administration, operation, business offices and activities
related specifically thereto in connection with the conduct of
an aircraft full service fixed base operation which provides
goods and services to the general aviation public in the
promotion of air commerce shall be deemed an activity which

serves a governmental, municipal, or public purpose or function.
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Any activity undertaken by a lessee which is permitted under the
terms of its lease of real property designated as a public
airport as defined in s. 332.004(14) by municipalities,
agencies, special districts, authorities, or other public bodies
corporate and public bodies politic of the state, a spaceport as
defined in s. 331.303, or which is located in a deepwater port
identified in s. 403.021(9) (b) and owned by one of the foregoing
governmental units, subject to a leasehold or other possessory
interest of a nongovernmental lessee that is deemed to perform
an aviation, airport, aerospace, maritime, or port purpose or
operation shall be deemed an activity that serves a
governmental, municipal, or public purpose. The use by a lessee,
licensee, or management company of real property or a portion
thereof as a convention center, visitor center, sports facility
with permanent seating, concert hall, arena, stadium, park, or
beach is deemed a use that serves a governmental, municipal, or
public purpose or function when access to the property is open
to the general public with or without a charge for admission. If
property deeded to a municipality by the United States is
subject to a requirement that the Federal Government, through a
schedule established by the Secretary of the Interior, determine
that the property is being maintained for public historic
preservation, park, or recreational purposes and if those
conditions are not met the property will revert back to the
Federal Government, #hen such property is shald—be deemed to
serve a municipal or public purpose. The term “governmental
purpose” also includes a direct use of property on federal lands
in connection with the Federal Government’s Space Exploration

Program or spaceport activities as defined in s. 212.02(22).
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Real property and—tangible persenal—preoperty owned by the
Federal Government or Space Florida and used for defense and
space exploration purposes or which is put to a use in support
thereof is shalii—Pbe deemed to perform an essential national
governmental purpose and is shaii—be exempt. “Owned by the
lessee” as used in this chapter does not include personal
property, buildings, or other real property improvements used
for the administration, operation, business offices and
activities related specifically thereto in connection with the
conduct of an aircraft full service fixed based operation which
provides goods and services to the general aviation public in
the promotion of air commerce provided that the real property is
designated as an aviation area on an airport layout plan
approved by the Federal Aviation Administration. For purposes of
determination of “ownership,” buildings and other real property
improvements which will revert to the airport authority or other
governmental unit upon expiration of the term of the lease shall
be deemed “owned” by the governmental unit and not the lessee.
Also, for purposes of determination of ownership under this
section or s. 196.199(5), flight simulation training devices
qualified by the Federal Aviation Administration, and the
equipment and software necessary for the operation of such
devices, shall be deemed “owned” by a governmental unit and not
the lessee if such devices will revert to that governmental unit
upon the expiration of the term of the lease, provided the
governing body of the governmental unit has approved the lease
in writing. Providing two-way telecommunications services to the
public for hire by the use of a telecommunications facility, as

defined in s. 364.02(14), and for which a certificate is
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required under chapter 364 does not constitute an exempt use for

196.199,
are provided by the operator of a public-use airport,

332.004,

purposes of s. unless the telecommunications services

as defined
in s. for the operator’s provision of
telecommunications services for the airport or its tenants,

or unless the telecommunications

concessionaires, or licensees,

services are provided by a public hospital.

Section 24. Section 196.021, Florida Statutes, is repealed.

Section 25.

Section
Section
Statutes, is
196.192

26.
27.

Section 196.182,

Florida Statutes,

is repealed.

Section 196.183,

Florida Statutes,

is repealed.

Subsection

(3)

of section 196.192,

Florida

amended to read:

Exemptions from ad valorem taxation.—Subject to the

CODING: Words strieken are deletions;
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For purposes of this section, each use to which the property is

being put must be considered in granting an exemption from ad
valorem taxation, including any economic use in addition to any
physical use. For

limited liability

purposes of this section, property owned by a

company, the sole member of which is an exempt
entity, shall be treated as i1if the property were owned directly
by the exempt entity. This section does not apply in determining

the exemption for property owned by governmental units pursuant
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to s. 196.199.

Section 28. Paragraph (a) of subsection (3) and paragraph
(b) of subsection (4) of section 196.1978, Florida Statutes, are
amended to read:

196.1978 Affordable housing property exemption.—

(3) (a) As used in this subsection, the term:

1. “Corporation” means the Florida Housing Finance
Corporation.
2. ™“Newly constructed” means an improvement to real

property which was substantially completed within 5 years before
the date of an applicant’s first submission of a request for a
certification notice pursuant to this subsection.

3. “Substantially completed” has the same meaning as in s.
192.042 s+—3+92-04241).

(4)

(b) The multifamily project must:

1. Be composed of an improvement to land where an
improvement did not previously exist or the construction of a
new improvement where an old improvement was removed, which was
substantially completed within 2 years before the first
submission of an application for exemption under this
subsection. For purposes of this subsection, the term
“substantially completed” has the same definition as in s.
192.042 s+—392-042). -

2. Contain more than 70 units £hat—are used to provide

affordable housing to natural persons or families meeting the
extremely-low-income, very-low-income, or low-income limits
specified in s. 420.0004.

3. Be subject to a land use restriction agreement with the
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Florida Housing Finance Corporation, or a housing finance
authority pursuant to part IV of chapter 159, recorded in the
official records of the county in which the property is located
that requires that the property be used for 99 years to provide
affordable housing to natural persons or families meeting the
extremely-low-income, very-low-income, low-income, or moderate-
income limits specified in s. 420.0004. The agreement must
include a provision for a penalty for ceasing to provide
affordable housing under the agreement before the end of the
agreement term that is equal to 100 percent of the total amount
financed by the corporation, or a housing finance authority
pursuant to part IV of chapter 159, multiplied by each year
remaining in the agreement. The agreement may be terminated or
modified without penalty if the exemption under this subsection

is repealed.

The property is no longer eligible for this exemption if the
property no longer serves extremely-low-income, very-low-income,
or low-income persons pursuant to the recorded agreement.

Section 29. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section
196.19782, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

196.19782 Exemption for affordable housing on governmental
property.—

(1) As used in this section, the term:

(c) “Substantially completed” has the same meaning as in s.
192.042 s+—392-042).

Section 30. Subsections (5) and (8) of section 196.1995,

Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

196.1995 Economic development ad valorem tax exemption.—
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(5) Upon a majority vote in favor of such authority, the
board of county commissioners or the governing authority of the
municipality, at its discretion, by ordinance may exempt from ad
valorem taxation up to 100 percent of the assessed value of all

improvements to real property made by or for the use of a new

business and—eofall—tangible personalpreoperty—of such new
business, or up to 100 percent of the assessed value of all

added improvements to real property made to facilitate the

expansion of an existing business and—ef the net inerease—Fnatt

e 3 ed ST ] .

£ IS

_ E
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tiag—Pbusiness. To qualify for this exemption, the

[0}
H

improvements to real property must be made er—thetangible
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motion or resolution of the local governing body, subject to
ordinance adoption or on or after the day the ordinance 1is
adopted. However, if the authority to grant exemptions is
approved in a referendum in which the ballot question contained
in subsection (3) appears on the ballot, the authority of the
board of county commissioners or the governing authority of the
municipality to grant exemptions is limited solely to new
businesses and expansions of existing businesses that are
located in an area which was designated as an enterprise zone
pursuant to chapter 290 as of December 30, 2015, or in a
brownfield area. New businesses and expansions of existing
businesses located in an area that was designated as an
enterprise zone pursuant to chapter 290 as of December 30, 2015,
but is not in a brownfield area, may qualify for the ad valorem
tax exemption only if approved by motion or resolution of the

local governing body, subject to ordinance adoption, or by
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ordinance, enacted before December 31, 2015. Property acquired
to replace existing property may shaltd not be considered to
facilitate a business expansion. All data center equipment for a
data center is shali—Pbe exempt from ad valorem taxation for the
term of the approved exemption. The exemption applies only to
taxes levied by the respective unit of government granting the
exemption. The exemption does not apply, however, to taxes
levied for the payment of bonds or to taxes authorized by a wvote
of the electors pursuant to s. 9(b) or s. 12, Art. VII of the
State Constitution. Any such exemption shall remain in effect
for up to 10 years with respect to any particular facility, or
up to 20 years for a data center, regardless of any change in
the authority of the county or municipality to grant such
exemptions or the expiration of the Enterprise Zone Act pursuant
to chapter 290. The exemption may shadtd not be prolonged or
extended by granting exemptions from additional taxes or by
virtue of any reorganization or sale of the business receiving
the exemption.

(8) Any person, firm, or corporation which desires an
economic development ad valorem tax exemption shall, in the year
the exemption is desired to take effect, file a written
application on a form prescribed by the department with the
board of county commissioners or the governing authority of the
municipality, or both. The application shall request the
adoption of an ordinance granting the applicant an exemption
pursuant to this section and shall include all of the following
information:

(a) The name and location of the new business or the

expansion of an existing business.s
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871 (b) A description of the improvements to real property for
872| which an exemption is requested and the date of commencement of

873| construction of such improvements.s+

874 (c) A—-deseriptionof +the tangible personal preoperty—Ffor
875

876 was—eris—teobe purchaseds

877 4 Proof, to the satisfaction of the board of county

878 commissioners or the governing authority of the municipality,

879| that the applicant is a new business or an expansion of an

880| existing business, as defined in s. 196.012.+

881 (d)+e> The number of jobs the applicant expects to create
882 along with the average wage of the jobs and whether the jobs are
883| full-time or part-time.s

884 (e)+4£> The expected time schedule for job creation.;—and
885 (f)+4er Other information deemed necessary or appropriate by

886 the department, county, or municipality.

887 Section 31. Section 197.146, Florida Statutes, is repealed.
888 Section 32. Subsection (1) of section 197.343, Florida

889 Statutes, is amended to read:

890 197.343 Tax notices; additional notice required.-—

891 (1) An additional tax notice shall be sent, electronically

892 or by postal mail, by April 30 to each taxpayer whose payment
893| has not been received. Electronic transmission of the additional
894 tax notice may be used only with the express consent of the

895| property owner. If the electronic transmission is returned as
896 undeliverable, a second notice must be sent. However, the

897 original electronic transmission used with the consent of the

898| property owner is the official notice for the purposes of this

899| subsection. The notice shall include a description of the
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property and a statement that if the taxes are not paid+
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Section 33. Subsection (2) of section 197.374, Florida
Statutes, 1is amended to read:

197.374 Partial payment of current year taxes.—

(2) At the discretion of the tax collector, the tax
collector may accept one or more partial payments of any amount
per parcel for payment of current taxes and assessments on real
property er—tangible persenal—preperty as long as such payment
is made prior to the date of delinquency. The remaining amount
of tax due, when paid, must be paid in full.

Section 34. Section 197.412, Florida Statutes, is repealed.

Section 35. Subsection (1) of section 200.065, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

200.065 Method of fixing millage.—

(1) Upon completion of the assessment of all property
pursuant to s. 193.023, the property appraiser shall certify to
each taxing authority the taxable value within the jurisdiction
of the taxing authority. This certification shall include a copy
of the statement required to be submitted under s. 195.073(2) 5=
195-67/3+3), as applicable to that taxing authority. The form on

which the certification is made shall include instructions to
each taxing authority describing the proper method of computing
a millage rate which, exclusive of new construction, additions
to structures, deletions, increases in the value of improvements
that have undergone a substantial rehabilitation which increased

the assessed value of such improvements by at least 100 percent,
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929| property added due to geographic boundary changes, total taxable
930 value of tangible personal property within the jurisdiction in
931 excess of 115 percent of the previous year’s total taxable
932| wvalue, and any dedicated increment value, will provide the same
933| ad valorem tax revenue for each taxing authority as was levied
934 during the prior year less the amount, if any, paid or applied
935 as a consequence of an obligation measured by the dedicated
936 increment value. That millage rate shall be known as the
937 “rolled-back rate.” The property appraiser shall also include
938 instructions, as prescribed by the Department of Revenue, to
939| each county and municipality, each special district dependent to
940 a county or municipality, each municipal service taxing unit,
941 and each independent special district describing the proper
942| method of computing the millage rates and taxes levied as
943 specified in subsection (5). The Department of Revenue shall
944| prescribe the instructions and forms that are necessary to
945 administer this subsection and subsection (5). The information
946| provided pursuant to this subsection shall also be sent to the
947 tax collector by the property appraiser at the time it is sent
948 to each taxing authority.

949 Section 36. Paragraphs (g), (n), (o), (9), and (u) of

950 subsection (5) of section 212.08, Florida Statutes, are amended
951 to read:

952 212.08 Sales, rental, use, consumption, distribution, and
953 storage tax; specified exemptions.—The sale at retail, the

954 rental, the use, the consumption, the distribution, and the

955 storage to be used or consumed in this state of the following

956 are hereby specifically exempt from the tax imposed by this

957 chapter.
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958 (5) EXEMPTIONS,; ACCOUNT OF USE.—
959 (g) Building materials used in the rehabilitation of real

960| property located in an enterprise zone.—

961 1. Building materials used in the rehabilitation of real
962| property located in an enterprise zone are exempt from the tax
963 imposed by this chapter upon an affirmative showing to the

964 satisfaction of the department that the items have been used for
965 the rehabilitation of real property located in an enterprise

966 zone. Except as provided in subparagraph 2., this exemption

967 inures to the owner, lessee, or lessor at the time the real

968| property is rehabilitated, but only through a refund of

969| previously paid taxes. To receive a refund pursuant to this

970| paragraph, the owner, lessee, or lessor of the rehabilitated

971 real property must file an application under ocath with the

972| governing body or enterprise zone development agency having

973 jurisdiction over the enterprise zone where the business is

974 located, as applicable. A single application for a refund may be
975 submitted for multiple, contiguous parcels that were part of a
976 single parcel that was divided as part of the rehabilitation of
977 the property. All other requirements of this paragraph apply to
978| each parcel on an individual basis. The application must

979 include:

980 a. The name and address of the person claiming the refund.
981 b. An address and assessment roll parcel number of the

982 rehabilitated real property for which a refund of previously

983| paid taxes is being sought.

984 c. A description of the improvements made to accomplish the

985 rehabilitation of the real property.

986 d. A copy of a valid building permit issued by the county
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or municipal building department for the rehabilitation of the
real property.

e. A sworn statement, under penalty of perjury, from the
general contractor licensed in this state with whom the
applicant contracted to make the improvements necessary to
rehabilitate the real property, which lists the building
materials used to rehabilitate the real property, the actual
cost of the building materials, and the amount of sales tax paid
in this state on the building materials. If a general contractor
was not used, the applicant, not a general contractor, shall
make the sworn statement required by this sub-subparagraph.
Copies of the invoices that evidence the purchase of the
building materials used in the rehabilitation and the payment of
sales tax on the building materials must be attached to the
sworn statement provided by the general contractor or by the
applicant. Unless the actual cost of building materials used in
the rehabilitation of real property and the payment of sales
taxes 1s documented by a general contractor or by the applicant
in this manner, the cost of the building materials is deemed to
be an amount equal to 40 percent of the increase in assessed
value for ad valorem tax purposes.

f. The identifying number assigned pursuant to s. 290.0065
to the enterprise zone in which the rehabilitated real property
is located.

g. A certification by the local building code inspector
that the improvements necessary to rehabilitate the real
property are substantially completed.

h. A statement of whether the business is a small business

as defined by s. 288.703.
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i. If applicable, the name and address of each permanent
employee of the business, including, for each employee who is a
resident of an enterprise zone, the identifying number assigned
pursuant to s. 290.0065 to the enterprise zone in which the
employee resides.

2. This exemption inures to a municipality, county, other
governmental unit or agency, or nonprofit community-based
organization through a refund of previously paid taxes if the
building materials used in the rehabilitation are paid for from
the funds of a community development block grant, State Housing
Initiatives Partnership Program, or similar grant or loan
program. To receive a refund, a municipality, county, other
governmental unit or agency, or nonprofit community-based
organization must file an application that includes the same
information required in subparagraph 1. In addition, the
application must include a sworn statement signed by the chief
executive officer of the municipality, county, other
governmental unit or agency, or nonprofit community-based
organization seeking a refund which states that the building
materials for which a refund is sought were funded by a
community development block grant, State Housing Initiatives
Partnership Program, or similar grant or loan program.

3. Within 10 working days after receipt of an application,
the governing body or enterprise zone development agency shall
review the application to determine if it contains all the
information required by subparagraph 1. or subparagraph 2. and
meets the criteria set out in this paragraph. The governing body
or agency shall certify all applications that contain the

required information and are eligible to receive a refund. If
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1045 applicable, the governing body or agency shall also certify if
1046 20 percent of the employees of the business are residents of an
1047| enterprise zone, excluding temporary and part-time employees.
1048 The certification must be in writing, and a copy of the
1049| certification shall be transmitted to the executive director of
1050 the department. The applicant is responsible for forwarding a
1051 certified application to the department within the time
1052 specified in subparagraph 4.
1053 4. An application for a refund must be submitted to the
1054| department within 6 months after the rehabilitation of the
1055| property is deemed to be substantially completed by the local
1056| building code inspector or by November 1 after the rehabilitated
1057| property is first subject to assessment.
1058 5. Only one exemption through a refund of previously paid
1059| taxes for the rehabilitation of real property is permitted for
1060 any single parcel of property unless there is a change in
1061 ownership, a new lessor, or a new lessee of the real property. A
1062 refund may not be granted unless the amount to be refunded
1063 exceeds S$500. A refund may not exceed the lesser of 97 percent
1064 of the Florida sales or use tax paid on the cost of the building
1065| materials used in the rehabilitation of the real property as
1066| determined pursuant to sub-subparagraph l.e. or $5,000, or, if
1067 at least 20 percent of the employees of the business are
1068 residents of an enterprise zone, excluding temporary and part-
1069| time employees, the amount of refund may not exceed the lesser
1070 of 97 percent of the sales tax paid on the cost of the building
1071| materials or $10,000. A refund shall be made within 30 days
1072 after formal approval by the department of the application for
1073 the refund.
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6. The department shall adopt rules governing the manner
and form of refund applications and may establish guidelines as
to the requisites for an affirmative showing of qualification
for exemption under this paragraph.

7. The department shall deduct an amount equal to 10
percent of each refund granted under this paragraph from the
amount transferred into the Local Government Half-cent Sales Tax
Clearing Trust Fund pursuant to s. 212.20 for the county area in
which the rehabilitated real property is located and shall
transfer that amount to the General Revenue Fund.

8. For the purposes of the exemption provided in this
paragraph, the term:

a. “Building materials” means tangible personal property
that becomes a component part of improvements to real property.

b. ™“Real property” has the same meaning as provided in s.
192.001(12), except that the term does not include a condominium
parcel or condominium property as defined in s. 718.103.

c. “Rehabilitation of real property” means the
reconstruction, renovation, restoration, rehabilitation,
construction, or expansion of improvements to real property.

d. “Substantially completed” has the same meaning as

provided in s. 192.042 s-—392-042(1).

9. This paragraph expires on the date specified in s.
290.016 for the expiration of the Florida Enterprise Zone Act.

(n) Materials for construction of single-family homes in
certain areas.—

1. As used in this paragraph, the term:

a. “Building materials” means tangible personal property

that becomes a component part of a qualified home.

Page 38 of 51

CODING: Words striekern are deletions; words underlined are additions.




1103
1104
1105
1106
1107
1108
1109
1110
1111
1112
1113
1114
1115
1116
1117
1118
1119
1120
1121
1122
1123
1124
1125
1126
1127
1128
1129
1130
1131

Florida Senate - 2026 SB 552

24-00748-26 2026552
b. “Qualified home” means a single-family home having an
appraised value of no more than $160,000 which is located in an
enterprise zone, empowerment zone, or Front Porch Florida
Community and which is constructed and occupied by the owner
thereof for residential purposes.
c. “Substantially completed” has the same meaning as

provided in s. 192.042 s-—392-042(1).

2. Building materials used in the construction of a
qualified home and the costs of labor associated with the
construction of a qualified home are exempt from the tax imposed
by this chapter upon an affirmative showing to the satisfaction
of the department that the requirements of this paragraph have
been met. This exemption inures to the owner through a refund of
previously paid taxes. To receive this refund, the owner must
file an application under oath with the department which
includes:

a. The name and address of the owner.

b. The address and assessment roll parcel number of the
home for which a refund is sought.

c. A copy of the building permit issued for the home.

d. A certification by the local building code inspector
that the home is substantially completed.

e. A sworn statement, under penalty of perjury, from the
general contractor licensed in this state with whom the owner
contracted to construct the home, which statement lists the
building materials used in the construction of the home and the
actual cost thereof, the labor costs associated with such
construction, and the amount of sales tax paid on these

materials and labor costs. If a general contractor was not used,
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the owner shall provide this information in a sworn statement,
under penalty of perjury. Copies of invoices evidencing payment
of sales tax must be attached to the sworn statement.

f. A sworn statement, under penalty of perjury, from the
owner affirming that he or she is occupying the home for
residential purposes.

3. An application for a refund under this paragraph must be
submitted to the department within 6 months after the date the
home is deemed to be substantially completed by the local
building code inspector. Within 30 working days after receipt of
the application, the department shall determine if it meets the
requirements of this paragraph. A refund approved pursuant to
this paragraph shall be made within 30 days after formal
approval of the application by the department.

4. The department shall establish by rule an application
form and criteria for establishing eligibility for exemption
under this paragraph.

5. The exemption shall apply to purchases of materials on
or after July 1, 2000.

(0) Building materials in redevelopment projects.—

1. As used in this paragraph, the term:

a. “Building materials” means tangible personal property
that becomes a component part of a housing project or a mixed-
use project.

b. “Housing project” means the conversion of an existing
manufacturing or industrial building to a housing unit which is
in an urban high-crime area, an enterprise zone, an empowerment
zone, a Front Porch Florida Community, a designated brownfield

site for which a rehabilitation agreement with the Department of
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Environmental Protection or a local government delegated by the
Department of Environmental Protection has been executed under

s. 376.80 and any abutting real property parcel within a
brownfield area, or an urban infill area; and in which the
developer agrees to set aside at least 20 percent of the housing
units in the project for low-income and moderate-income persons
or the construction in a designated brownfield area of

affordable housing for persons described in s. 420.0004(9),

(11), (12), or (17) or in s. 159.603(7).

c. “Mixed-use project” means the conversion of an existing
manufacturing or industrial building to mixed-use units that
include artists’ studios, art and entertainment services, or
other compatible uses. A mixed-use project must be located in an
urban high-crime area, an enterprise zone, an empowerment zone,
a Front Porch Florida Community, a designated brownfield site
for which a rehabilitation agreement with the Department of
Environmental Protection or a local government delegated by the
Department of Environmental Protection has been executed under
s. 376.80 and any abutting real property parcel within a
brownfield area, or an urban infill area; and the developer must
agree to set aside at least 20 percent of the square footage of
the project for low-income and moderate-income housing.

d. “Substantially completed” has the same meaning as

provided in s. 192.042 s—382-042{1).

2. Building materials used in the construction of a housing
project or mixed-use project are exempt from the tax imposed by
this chapter upon an affirmative showing to the satisfaction of
the department that the requirements of this paragraph have been

met. This exemption inures to the owner through a refund of
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previously paid taxes. To receive this refund, the owner must
file an application under oath with the department which
includes:

a. The name and address of the owner.

b. The address and assessment roll parcel number of the
project for which a refund is sought.

c. A copy of the building permit issued for the project.

d. A certification by the local building code inspector
that the project is substantially completed.

e. A sworn statement, under penalty of perjury, from the
general contractor licensed in this state with whom the owner
contracted to construct the project, which statement lists the
building materials used in the construction of the project and
the actual cost thereof, and the amount of sales tax paid on
these materials. If a general contractor was not used, the owner
shall provide this information in a sworn statement, under
penalty of perjury. Copies of invoices evidencing payment of
sales tax must be attached to the sworn statement.

3. An application for a refund under this paragraph must be
submitted to the department within 6 months after the date the
project is deemed to be substantially completed by the local
building code inspector. Within 30 working days after receipt of
the application, the department shall determine if it meets the
requirements of this paragraph. A refund approved pursuant to
this paragraph shall be made within 30 days after formal
approval of the application by the department.

4. The department shall establish by rule an application
form and criteria for establishing eligibility for exemption

under this paragraph.
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1219 5. The exemption shall apply to purchases of materials on
1220 or after July 1, 2000.
1221 (q) Building materials, the rental of tangible personal
1222| property, and pest control services used in new construction
1223 located in a rural area of opportunity.—
1224 1. As used in this paragraph, the term:
1225 a. “Building materials” means tangible personal property
1226 that becomes a component part of improvements to real property.
1227 b. “Exempt goods and services” means building materials,
1228 the rental of tangible personal property, and pest control
1229| services used in new construction.
1230 c. “New construction” means improvements to real property
1231| which did not previously exist. The term does not include the
1232 reconstruction, renovation, restoration, rehabilitation,
1233| modification, alteration, or expansion of buildings already
1234 located on the parcel on which the new construction is built.
1235 d. “Pest control” has the same meaning as in s. 482.021.
1236 e. “Real property” has the same meaning as provided in s.
1237 192.001, but does not include a condominium parcel or
1238 condominium property as defined in s. 718.103.
1239 f. “Substantially completed” has the same meaning as in sS.
1240 192.042 s+—392-042(1).

1241 2. Building materials, the rental of tangible personal
1242| property, and pest control services used in new construction
1243 located in a rural area of opportunity, as designated by the
1244 Governor pursuant to s. 288.0656, are exempt from the tax
1245 imposed by this chapter if an owner, lessee, or lessor can

1246| demonstrate to the satisfaction of the department that the

1247 requirements of this paragraph have been met. Except as provided
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in subparagraph 3., this exemption inures to the owner, lessee,
or lessor at the time the new construction occurs, but only
through a refund of previously paid taxes. To receive a refund
pursuant to this paragraph, the owner, lessee, or lessor of the
new construction must file an application under ocath with the
Department of Commerce. The application must include all of the
following:

a. The name and address of the person claiming the refund.

b. An address and assessment roll parcel number of the real
property that was improved by the new construction for which a
refund of previously paid taxes is being sought.

c. A description of the new construction.

d. A copy of a valid building permit issued by the county
or municipal building department for the new construction.

e. A sworn statement, under penalty of perjury, from the
general contractor licensed in this state with whom the
applicant contracted to build the new construction, which
specifies the exempt goods and services, the actual cost of the
exempt goods and services, and the amount of sales tax paid in
this state on the exempt goods and services, and which states
that the improvement to the real property was new construction.
If a general contractor was not used, the applicant shall make
the sworn statement required by this sub-subparagraph. Copies of
the invoices evidencing the actual cost of the exempt goods and
services and the amount of sales tax paid on such goods and
services must be attached to the sworn statement provided by the
general contractor or by the applicant. If copies of such
invoices are not attached, the cost of the exempt goods and

services is deemed to be an amount equal to 40 percent of the
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1277 increase in assessed value of the property for ad valorem tax
1278| purposes.
1279 f. A certification by the local building code inspector
1280 that the new construction is substantially completed and is new
1281 construction.
1282 3. The exemption under this paragraph inures to a
1283| municipality, county, other governmental unit or agency, or
1284| nonprofit community-based organization through a refund of
1285| previously paid taxes 1if the exempt goods and services are paid
1286 for from the funds of a community development block grant, the
1287 State Housing Initiatives Partnership Program, or a similar
1288| grant or loan program. To receive a refund, a municipality,
1289| county, other governmental unit or agency, or nonprofit
1290 community-based organization must file an application that
1291 includes the same information required under subparagraph 2. In
1292 addition, the application must include a sworn statement signed
1293| by the chief executive officer of the municipality, county,
1294 other governmental unit or agency, or nonprofit community-based
1295| organization seeking a refund which states that the exempt goods
1296 and services for which a refund is sought were funded by a
1297 community development block grant, the State Housing Initiatives
1298 Partnership Program, or a similar grant or loan program.
1299 4. Within 10 working days after receiving an application,
1300 the Department of Commerce shall review the application to
1301 determine whether it contains all of the information required by
1302 subparagraph 2. or subparagraph 3., as appropriate, and meets
1303| the criteria set out in this paragraph. The Department of

1304 Commerce shall certify all applications that contain the

1305| required information and are eligible to receive a refund. The
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certification must be in writing and a copy must be transmitted
by the Department of Commerce to the executive director of the
department. The applicant is responsible for forwarding a
certified application to the department within the period
specified in subparagraph 5.

5. An application for a refund must be submitted to the
department within 6 months after the new construction is deemed
to be substantially completed by the local building code
inspector or by November 1 after the improved property is first
subject to assessment.

6. Only one exemption through a refund of previously paid
taxes for the new construction may be claimed for any single
parcel of property unless there is a change in ownership, a new
lessor, or a new lessee of the real property. A refund may not
be granted unless the amount to be refunded exceeds $500. A
refund may not exceed the lesser of 97.5 percent of the Florida
sales or use tax paid on the cost of the exempt goods and
services as determined pursuant to sub-subparagraph 2.e. or
$10,000. The department shall issue a refund within 30 days
after it formally approves a refund application.

7. The department shall deduct 10 percent of each refund
amount granted under this paragraph from the amount transferred
into the Local Government Half-cent Sales Tax Clearing Trust
Fund pursuant to s. 212.20 for the county area in which the new
construction is located and shall transfer that amount to the
General Revenue Fund.

8. The department may adopt rules governing the manner and
format of refund applications and may establish guidelines as to

the requisites for an affirmative showing of qualification for
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exemption under this paragraph.

9. This exemption does not apply to improvements for which
construction began before July 1, 2017.

(u) Building materials used in construction of affordable
housing units.—

1. As used in this paragraph, the term:

a. “Affordable housing development” means property that has
units subject to an agreement with the Florida Housing Finance
Corporation pursuant to chapter 420 recorded in the official
records of the county in which the property is located to
provide affordable housing to natural persons or families
meeting the extremely-low-income, very-low-income, or low-income
limits specified in s. 420.0004.

b. “Building materials” means tangible personal property
that becomes a component part of eligible residential units in
an affordable housing development. The term includes appliances
and does not include plants, landscaping, fencing, and
hardscaping.

c. “Eligible residential units” means newly constructed
units within an affordable housing development which are
restricted under the land use restriction agreement.

d. ™“Newly constructed” means improvements to real property
which did not previously exist or the construction of a new
improvement where an old improvement was removed. The term does
not include the renovation, restoration, rehabilitation,
modification, alteration, or expansion of buildings already
located on the parcel on which the eligible residential unit is
built.

e. “Real property” has the same meaning as provided in s.
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1364 192.001(12).
1365 f. ™“Substantially completed” has the same meaning as in s.

1366 192.042 s=—352-042(1).

1367 2. Building materials used in eligible residential units
1368| are exempt from the tax imposed by this chapter if an owner

1369| demonstrates to the satisfaction of the department that the

1370 requirements of this paragraph have been met. Except as provided
1371 in subparagraph 3., this exemption inures to the owner at the
1372 time an eligible residential unit is substantially completed,
1373| but only through a refund of previously paid taxes. To receive a
1374 refund pursuant to this paragraph, the owner of the eligible
1375 residential units must file an application with the department.
1376| The application must include all of the following:

1377 a. The name and address of the person claiming the refund.
1378 b. An address and assessment roll parcel number of the real
1379| property that was improved for which a refund of previously paid
1380 taxes 1s being sought.

1381 c. A description of the eligible residential units for
1382| which a refund of previously paid taxes is being sought,

1383 including the number of such units.

1384 d. A copy of a valid building permit issued by the county
1385| or municipal building department for the eligible residential
1386| wunits.

1387 e. A sworn statement, under penalty of perjury, from the
1388 general contractor licensed in this state with whom the owner
1389 contracted to build the eligible residential units which

1390 specifies the building materials, the actual cost of the

1391| building materials, and the amount of sales tax paid in this

1392 state on the building materials, and which states that the
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improvement to the real property was newly constructed. If a
general contractor was not used, the owner must make the sworn
statement required by this sub-subparagraph. Copies of the
invoices evidencing the actual cost of the building materials
and the amount of sales tax paid on such building materials must
be attached to the sworn statement provided by the general
contractor or by the owner. If copies of such invoices are not
attached, the cost of the building materials is deemed to be an
amount equal to 40 percent of the increase in the final assessed
value of the eligible residential units for ad valorem tax
purposes less the most recent assessed value of land for the
units.

f. A certification by the local building code inspector
that the eligible residential unit is substantially completed.

g. A copy of the land use restriction agreement with the
Florida Housing Finance Corporation for the eligible residential
units.

3. The exemption under this paragraph inures to a
municipality, county, other governmental unit or agency, or
nonprofit community-based organization through a refund of
previously paid taxes if the building materials are paid for
from the funds of a community development block grant, the State
Housing Initiatives Partnership Program, or a similar grant or
loan program. To receive a refund, a municipality, county, other
governmental unit or agency, or nonprofit community-based
organization must submit an application that includes the same
information required under subparagraph 2. In addition, the
applicant must include a sworn statement signed by the chief

executive officer of the municipality, county, other
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governmental unit or agency, or nonprofit community-based
organization seeking a refund which states that the building
materials for which a refund is sought were funded by a
community development block grant, the State Housing Initiatives
Partnership Program, or a similar grant or loan program.

4. The person seeking a refund must submit an application
for refund to the department within 6 months after the eligible
residential unit is deemed to be substantially completed by the
local building code inspector or by November 1 after the
improved property is first subject to assessment.

5. Only one exemption through a refund of previously paid
taxes may be claimed for any eligible residential unit. A refund
may not be granted unless the amount to be refunded exceeds
$500. A refund may not exceed the lesser of $5,000 or 97.5
percent of the Florida sales or use tax paid on the cost of
building materials as determined pursuant to sub-subparagraph
2.e. The department shall issue a refund within 30 days after it
formally approves a refund application.

6. The department may adopt rules governing the manner and
format of refund applications and may establish guidelines as to
the requisites for an affirmative showing of qualification for
exemption under this paragraph.

7. This exemption under this paragraph applies to sales of
building materials that occur on or after July 1, 2023.

Section 37. Notwithstanding this act, the levying,

assessment, or collection of any ad valorem taxes on tangible

personal property before January 1, 2027, shall continue to be

governed by existing law before such repeal or amendment made by

this act.
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Section 38. This act shall take effect on the effective
date of the amendment to the State Constitution proposed by SJR
550 or a similar joint resolution having substantially the same
specified intent and purpose, if such amendment to the State
Constitution is approved at the next general election or at an
earlier special election specifically authorized by law for that

purpose.
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