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Florida Senate - 2026 SB 662

By Senator Bernard

24-00586-26 2026662
A bill to be entitled
An act relating to corporal punishment; amending s.
1002.20, F.S.; prohibiting school district employees
from using corporal punishment on public school
students; amending ss. 1003.32, 1006.07, and 1012.28,
F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made by the

act; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (c) of subsection (4) of section
1002.20, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1002.20 K-12 student and parent rights.—Parents of public
school students must receive accurate and timely information
regarding their child’s academic progress and must be informed
of ways they can help their child to succeed in school. K-12
students and their parents are afforded numerous statutory
rights including, but not limited to, the following:

(4) DISCIPLINE.-—

(c) Corporal punishment.—A school district employee may not

use
I—Fn—aecordanee—withs-—3+063-32+ corporal punishment, as
defined in s. 1003.01, on ef a public school student may—enty—be
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welfare of students, including:

(1) CONTROL OF STUDENTS.—

(a) Adopt rules for the control, discipline, in-school
suspension, suspension, and expulsion of students and decide all
cases recommended for expulsion. Suspension hearings are
exempted from the provisions of chapter 120. Expulsion hearings
shall be governed by ss. 120.569 and 120.57(2) and are exempt
from s. 286.011. However, the student’s parent must be given
notice of the provisions of s. 286.011 and may elect to have the

hearing held in compliance with that section. Fhe—distriet
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(2) CODE OF STUDENT CONDUCT.—Adopt a code of student
conduct for elementary schools and a code of student conduct for
middle and high schools and distribute the appropriate code to
all teachers, school personnel, students, and parents, at the
beginning of every school year. Each code shall be organized and
written in language that is understandable to students and
parents and shall be discussed at the beginning of every school
year in student classes, school advisory council meetings, and
parent and teacher association or organization meetings. Each
code shall be based on the rules governing student conduct and
discipline adopted by the district school board and shall be
made available in the student handbook or similar publication.
Each code shall include, but is not limited to:

(b) Procedures to be followed for acts requiring
discipline;—Aretudingecorporal—punishment.

Section 4. Subsection (5) of section 1012.28, Florida
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117 Statutes, is amended to read:
118 1012.28 Public school personnel; duties of school

119| principals.—

120 (5) Each school principal shall perform such duties as may
121| Dbe assigned by the district school superintendent, pursuant to
122| the rules of the district school board. Such rules shall

123 include, but are not limited to, rules relating to

124 administrative responsibility, instructional leadership in

125| implementing the state academic standards and the overall

126| educational program of the school to which the school principal
127| 1is assigned, submission of personnel recommendations to the

128 district school superintendent, administrative responsibility

129 for records and reports, administratieonof corporal—punishment;
130 and student suspension.

131 Section 5. This act shall take effect July 1, 2026.
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