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HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. CS/CS/HB 991 (2020)
Amendment No.

CHAMBER ACTION

Senate House

Representative Gantt offered the following:

Amendment (with title amendment)

Remove lines 276-1991 and insert:

Section 5. Effective upon becoming a law, paragraphs (b)
and (c) of subsection (1) of section 99.021, Florida Statutes,
are amended, and paragraphs (f), (g), and (h) are added to that
subsection, to read:

99.021 Form of candidate ocath.—

(1)

(b) In addition, any person seeking to qualify for
nomination as a candidate of any political party shall, at the
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time of subscribing to the oath or affirmation, state in
writing:

1. The party of which the person is a member.

2. That the person has been a registered member of the
political party for which he or she is seeking nomination as a

candidate for at least 365 consecutive days preceding befere the

beginning of qualifying before preeeding the general election
for which the person seeks to qualify.

3. That the person has paid the assessment levied against
him or her, if any, as a candidate for said office by the
executive committee of the party of which he or she is a member.

(c) In addition, any person seeking to qualify for office
as a candidate with no party affiliation shall, at the time of
subscribing to the ocath or affirmation, state in writing that he
or she is registered without any party affiliation and that he
or she has not been a registered member of any political party

for at least 365 consecutive days preceding bkefere the beginning

of qualifying before preeeding the general election for which
the person seeks to qualify.

(f) A qualified candidate or a political party with a

qualified candidate in the same race may challenge the accuracy

of the content of the statement in a candidate's oath or

affirmation appearing in subparagraph (a)l. that the person

seeking to qualify as a candidate for nomination or election is

qualified under the State Constitution to hold the office to
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which he or she desires to be nominated or elected by filing an

action for declaratory and injunctive relief in the circuit

court for the county in which the qualifying officer is

headquartered. A person may not be qualified as a candidate for

nomination or election and his or her name may not appear on the

ballot if in an order that has become final, the court

determines that the person seeking to qualify as a candidate for

nomination or election is not qualified under the State

Constitution to hold the office to which he or she desires to be

nominated or elected.

(g) The statements in subparagraph (b)2. and paragraph (c)

constitute substantive requirements for the person completing

the statement, and compliance with those requirements is

mandatory. The sole method to enforce compliance with such

requirements is contained in this paragraph. Compliance with

subparagraph (b)2. and paragraph (c) may be challenged by a

qualified candidate or a political party with a qualified

candidate in the same race by filing an action for declaratory

and injunctive relief in the circuit court for the county in

which the qualifying officer is headquartered. A person may not

be qualified as a candidate for nomination or election and his

or her name may not appear on the ballot if in an order that has

become final, the court determines that:

1. The person seeking to qualify for nomination as a

candidate of any political party has not been a registered
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member of that party for the 365-day period preceding the

beginning of qualifying; or

2. The person seeking to qualify for office as a candidate

with no party affiliation has not been registered without party

affiliation for, or has been a registered member of any

political party during, the 365-day period preceding the

beginning of qualifying.

(h) Any candidate or political party bringing an action

for declaratory and injunctive relief under paragraph (f) or

paragraph (g) is entitled to an expedited final hearing and any

appeal of a final hearing shall receive expedited consideration

by the appellate court. Upon a final order of the circuit court

containing a determination in paragraph (f) or paragraph (qg),

the supervisor of elections in each county affected by such

candidacy shall remove the name of the candidate from the

ballot, or if the ballots have already been printed, post a

notice to be included with each vote-by-mail ballot, and at each

early voting location and polling precinct that a vote for such

candidate will not be counted.

Section 6. Subsection (1) of section 101.043, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

101.043 TIdentification required at polls.—

(1) (a) The precinct register, as prescribed in s. 98.461,
must shadtd be used at the polls for the purpose of identifying

the elector at the polls before allowing him or her to vote. The
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clerk or inspector shall require each elector, upon entering the

polling place, to present one of the following current and valid
picture identifications:

1. Florida driver license.

2. Florida identification card issued by the Department of
Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles.

3. United States passport or passport card.

S
D)

&
qar

4.5+ United States uniformed services or Merchant Marine

"

identification.

B

()}

[QEEEPA PN =
[CATIT 3wy 3 ne

[OR
o)
Hh
Q]
)]
qar
|,__|
q

£
jup e

H-

=

Y
o
qar
|,__| -
(

man
TICTT

qar
()
B
qar
[(
I
|,__|
[OF
(
o)
qar
|,__|
[}
@D
ar
|,__|
q
o]

r
=

= =

._
!

ao
P
>
o}
b
[OF
ar
|,__|
q
B
[OF
B
qar
B

)]
[0)]
[0)]
q

Q]
|,__|

)]
|,__| -
{

|,__| -
Hh
|,__| -
Q]
)]
qar
|,__|

q

] £
T O

.
4

T

!

o T

«

n
T

B

Q

o)

I + RS P - + 4
\= ey T = AT TIC I 1T 10 [ W

0]
QD
(]
Q]
Q

110 SNcaa
S e S & o R e

i

T e

5.130+ Veteran health identification card issued by the

United States Department of Veterans Affairs.

6.3~ A license to carry a concealed weapon or firearm
issued pursuant to s. 790.06.

7.32+ Any other Empteyee identification card issued by any

branch, department, agency, or entity of the Federal Government,

the state, a county, or a municipality, excluding identification

cards issued by an educational institution.

(b) If the picture identification does not contain the
signature of the elector, an additional identification that

provides the elector's signature is shatd—Pbe required. The
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address appearing on the identification presented by the elector
may not be used as the basis to challenge an elector's legal

residence. The elector must shatd sign his or her name in the

space provided on the precinct register or on an electronic
device provided for recording the elector's signature. The clerk
or inspector shall compare the signature with that on the
identification provided by the elector and enter his or her
initials in the space provided on the precinct register or on an
electronic device provided for that purpose and allow the
elector to vote if the clerk or inspector is satisfied as to the
identity of the elector.

Section 7. Paragraph (d) of subsection (6) of section
101.048, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

101.048 Provisional ballots.—

(6)

(d) Instructions must accompany the cure affidavit in
substantially the following form:

READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS CAREFULLY BEFORE COMPLETING THE
AFFIDAVIT. FAILURE TO FOLLOW THESE INSTRUCTIONS MAY CAUSE YOUR
BALLOT NOT TO COUNT.

1. 1In order to cure the missing signature or the signature
discrepancy on your Provisional Ballot Voter's Certificate and
Affirmation, your affidavit should be completed and returned as

soon as possible so that it can reach the supervisor of
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elections of the county in which
later than 5 p.m. on the 2nd day
2. You must sign your name
Signature) .
3. You must make a copy of

identification:

HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. CS/CS/HB 991 (2026)

your precinct is located no
after the election.
on the line above (Voter's

one of the following forms of

a. Tier 1 identification.—Current and valid identification

that includes your name and photograph:

Florida driver license;

Florida identification card issued by the Department of Highway

Safety and Motor Vehicles;

United States passport or passport

card; United States uniformed services or Merchant Marines—debit
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veteran health

identification card issued by the United States Department of

Veterans Affairs;
firearm;
branch, department, agency,

the state, a county,

or a municipality;

Florida license to carry a concealed weapon or
or any other empleyee identification card issued by any

or entity of the Federal Government,

or

b. Tier 2 identification.—ONLY IF YOU DO NOT HAVE A TIER 1

FORM OF IDENTIFICATION,
current residence address:
government check; paycheck;

voter information card).
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4. Place the envelope bearing the affidavit into a mailing
envelope addressed to the supervisor. Insert a copy of your
identification in the mailing envelope. Mail (if time permits),
deliver, or have delivered the completed affidavit along with
the copy of your identification to your county supervisor of
elections. Be sure there is sufficient postage if mailed and
that the supervisor's address is correct. Remember, your
information MUST reach your county supervisor of elections no
later than 5 p.m. on the 2nd day following the election or your
ballot will not count.

5. Alternatively, you may fax or e-mail your completed
affidavit and a copy of your identification to the supervisor of
elections. If e-mailing, please provide these documents as
attachments.

6. Submitting a provisional ballot affidavit does not
establish your eligibility to vote in this election or guarantee
that your ballot will be counted. The county canvassing board
determines your eligibility to vote through information provided
on the Provisional Ballot Voter's Certificate and Affirmation,
written evidence provided by you, including information in your
cure affidavit along with any supporting identification, and any
other evidence presented by the supervisor of elections or a
challenger. You may still be required to present additional

written evidence to support your eligibility to vote.
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Section 8. Subsection (1) of section 101.151, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

101.151 Specifications for ballots.—

(1) (a) Marksense Ballots must shaltd be printed on paper of

such thickness that the printing cannot be distinguished from

the back and must shalt meet the specifications of the voting

system that will be used to tabulate the ballots.

(b) Polling places and early voting sites may employ a
ballot-on-demand production system to print individual marksense
ballots, including provisional ballots, for eligible voters
eteeters. Ballot-on-demand technology may be used to produce
marksense vote-by-mail, early voting, and election-day ballots.

Section 9. Subsection (4) of section 101.5606, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

101.5606 Requirements for approval of systems.—No
electronic or electromechanical voting system shall be approved
by the Department of State unless it is so constructed that:

(4) Fer—systems—using marksensePbattetsy It accepts a
rejected ballot pursuant to subsection (3) if a voter chooses to
cast the ballot, but records no vote for any office that has
been overvoted or undervoted.

Section 10. Section 101.56075, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

101.56075 Voting methods.—For the purpose of designating
ballot selections, all voting must be by official marksense
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ballot, using a pen compatible with or recommended for use with

the voting system. Persons with disabilities may vote using

et ey
KIS

Frarr deviee—or a voter interface device that produces a
voter-verifiable paper output and meets the voter accessibility
requirements for individuals with disabilities under s. 301 of
the federal Help America Vote Act of 2002 and s. 101.56062.
Section 11. Subsections (1), (2), and (3) of section

101.5608, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

101.5608 Voting at the polls by eleectronie—eor
eleetromechanicat—method; procedures.—

(1) Each voter eleeter desiring to vote shall be
identified to the clerk or inspector of the election as a duly

qualified voter eteeter of such election and shall sign his or

her name on the precinct register or other form or device
provided by the supervisor. The inspector shall compare the
signature with the signature on the identification provided by
the voter edteeter. If the inspector is reasonably sure that the
person is entitled to vote, the inspector shall provide the
person with a ballot.

(2) When an electronic or electromechanical voting system

utilizes a ballot eard—ermarksenseballet, the following

procedures must shad+ be followed to vote:

(a) After receiving a ballot from an inspector, the voter

eteetor shall, without leaving the polling place, retire to a

booth or compartment and mark the ballot. After marking his or
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her ballot, the voter eleeter shall place the ballot in a

secrecy envelope so that the ballot will be deposited in the
tabulator without exposing the voter's choices.

(b) Any voter who spoils his or her ballot or makes an
error may return the ballot to the election official and secure
another ballot, except that in no case shall a voter be
furnished more than three ballots. If the vote tabulation device
has rejected a ballot, the ballot must shald: be considered
spoiled and a new ballot must shait be provided to the voter
unless the voter chooses to cast the rejected ballot. The
election official, without examining the original ballot, shall
state the possible reasons for the rejection and shald provide
instruction to the voter pursuant to s. 101.5611. A spoiled
ballot must shald be preserved, without examination, in an
envelope provided for that purpose. The stub must shadd be
removed from the ballot and placed in an envelope.

(c) The supervisor of elections shall prepare for each
polling place at least one ballot box to contain the ballots of
a particular precinct, and each ballot box must shkalt be plainly

marked with the name of the precinct for which it is intended.
(3) The Department of State shall promulgate rules

regarding voting procedures to be used when an electronic or

electromechanical voting system is of a type which does not

utilize a ballot eardeoer marksense battot.
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259 Section 12. Subsection (5) of section 101.5612, Florida

260 Statutes, is amended to read:

261 101.5612 Testing of tabulating equipment.—

262 (5) Any tests involving marksense ballots pursuant to this

263 section shall employ test ballots created by the supervisor of

264| elections using actual ballots that have been printed for the

265| election. If ballot-on-demand ballots will be used in the

266| election, the supervisor shall also create test ballots using

267 the ballot-on-demand technology that will be used to produce

268| ballots in the election, using the same paper stock as will be

269| wused for ballots in the election.

270 Section 13. Section 101.591, Florida Statutes, is amended

271| to read:

272 101.591 Voting system automated independent vote

273| wvalidation process; system approval; procedures agait.—

274 (1) Before Immediately—feollowing the certification of each

275 election, the county canvassing board or the local board

276 responsible for certifying the election shall conduct a—wmangat

277 ageit—oe¥ an automated+ independent vote validation awdit of the

278| voting systems used in all randemiy—seleeted precincts.

279 2o r—PAmangat—awdit——shall—censisteof apubltiecmanvat

280 toltvof the votes—ecastIinonerandemly scelected—race—that

281 appears—on—theballet—The+tally sheetshall ineludeeleection

282 dayr—veote—by—mait—earty voting—provisional—and—overseas

283| ballets—Anatteast I perecentbut neomore—than 2 perecentof—+Fthe
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(2) (a)4b> An automated independent vote validation process

must auwdit——shatt

consist of an a—pubtie automated verification

of the tally of the votes cast across every race that appears on
the ballot. The tally sheet must shad+ include all valid

election day, vote-by-mail, early voting, provisional, and

overseas ballots received by the start of the vote validation

process in all at—deast20perecent—of the precincts ehesen—at
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(b)4e}> The division shall adopt rules for approval of an

automated independent vote validation process awdit—system which

provide that the process system, at a minimum, must be:

1. Completely independent of the primary voting system.
2. Fast enough to produce final vote validation audit
(4) .

3. Capable of demonstrating that the ballots of record

results within the timeframe prescribed in subsection

have been accurately adjudicated by the automated independent

818439
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vote validation process in agreement with the vote tabulation

system and is capable of allowing the canvassing board to

manually adjudicate ballots needing review. A canvassing board

is not precluded from reviewing a digital image of a ballot

corresponding to a physical paper ballot in conducting its
review agdit—systerm.
(3) The canvassing board shall publish pest—= notice of

the automated independent vote validation process awdit,

including the date, time, and place such process will occur, on

the county website as provided in s. 50.0311, on the supervisor

of election's website, or once in one or more newspapers of

general circulation in the county in which the process will

occur. Such process must be open to the public—3n—feur
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(4) The automated independent vote validation process

agedt must be completed and the results made public before the

certification of the election by each county canvassing board
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(5) By December 15 of each general election year, the
county canvassing board or the board responsible for certifying

the election shall provide a report with the results of the
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automated independent vote validation process awdit to the

Department of State in a standard format as prescribed by the

department under s. 101.5911. Each county's Fhe report must be

consolidated into one report and included with the overvote and

101.595(1) .

4+
T

undervote report required under s. The report must,

+

ISSEES
o T

at a minimum, shatd: contain all of;+—bwE HHmited the

3o
o LI

following items:
(a)
independent vote validation process audit.
(b)
diserepaneies encountered during the automated independent vote

The overall agreement aeewraey of the automated

A description of any problems or differences

validation process.
(c)
diserepaneies.
(d)

The likely cause of such problems or differences

Any recommended corrective action with respect to
avoiding or mitigating such circumstances in future elections.
(6)

independent vote validation results and include the results as

The department shall consolidate the county automated

part of the post-general election report submitted to the

Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the

House of Representatives by February 15 of each year following a

101.595(3)

general election as required under ss. and

102.141 (11)
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Section 14. Section 101.5911, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

101.5911 Rulemaking authority for automated independent

vote validation process approval; wetingsystem awdit

procedures . Effeetive upon—this—actbecomingataw, The
department ef——State shall adopt rules to implement +he
grevisienas——et s. 101.591, ss—amended by s+—8+—~chapter 200430+

Laws—efFloeridas which provides for the testing and approval of

an automated independent vote validation process, and prescribes

preseribe detailed automated independent vote validation awdit

procedures for each voting system, which must shadtdt be uniform
to the extent practicable, along with the standard form for

automated independent vote validation process awdit reports.

Section 15. Subsections (1) and (3) of section 101.595,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

101.595 Analysis of overvotes and undervotes repeorts—ef
veting—problems. —

(1) No later than December 15 of each general election

year, the supervisor of elections in each county shall report to
the Department of State the total number of overvotes and
undervotes in the "President and Vice President" or "Governor
and Lieutenant Governor" race that appears first on the ballot
or, if neither appears, the first race appearing on the ballot
pursuant to s. 101.151(2), along with the likely reasons for

such overvotes and undervotes and other information as may be
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useful in evaluating the performance of the voting system and
identifying problems with ballot design and instructions which
may have contributed to voter confusion. This report must be

consolidated into one report with the automated independent vote

validation awdit report required under s. 101.591(6) s=

101-581(5).
(3) The Department of State shall submit the overvote and

undervote analysis required under subsection (2) as part of the

post-general election report to the Governor, the President of

the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives by
February 15 of each year following a general election as

required under ss. 101.591(6) and 102.141(11).

Section 16. Paragraph (d) of subsection (4) of section
101.68, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

101.68 Canvassing of vote-by-mail ballot.—

(4)

(d) Instructions must accompany the cure affidavit in
substantially the following form:

READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS CAREFULLY BEFORE COMPLETING THE
AFFIDAVIT. FAILURE TO FOLLOW THESE INSTRUCTIONS MAY CAUSE YOUR
BALLOT NOT TO COUNT.

1. 1In order to ensure that your vote-by-mail ballot will
be counted, your affidavit should be completed and returned as

soon as possible so that it can reach the supervisor of

818439
Approved For Filing: 2/20/2026 3:11:11 PM

Page 17 of 48




408
409
410
411
412
413
414
415
416
417
418
419
420
421
422
423
424
425
426
427
428
429
430
431

HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. CS/CS/HB 991 (2026)

Amendment No.

elections of the county in which your precinct is located no

later than 5 p.m. on the 2nd day after the election.

2. You must sign your name on the line above (Voter's
Signature) .

3. You must make a copy of one of the following forms of
identification:

a. Tier 1 identification.—Current and wvalid identification
that includes your name and photograph: Florida driver license;
Florida identification card issued by the Department of Highway

Safety and Motor Vehicles; United States passport or passport

card; United States uniformed services or Merchant Marines—debit
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identification card issued by the United States Department of

Veterans Affairs; a Florida license to carry a concealed weapon

or firearm; or any an—emptoyee identification card issued by any

branch, department, agency, or entity of the Federal Government,

the state, a county, or a municipality; or

b. Tier 2 identification.—ONLY IF YOU DO NOT HAVE A TIER 1
FORM OF IDENTIFICATION, identification that shows your name and

current residence address: current utility bill, bank statement,

government check, paycheck, or government document (excluding

voter information card).
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4. Place the envelope bearing the affidavit into a mailing
envelope addressed to the supervisor. Insert a copy of your
identification in the mailing envelope. Mail (if time permits),
deliver, or have delivered the completed affidavit along with
the copy of your identification to your county supervisor of
elections. Be sure there is sufficient postage if mailed and
that the supervisor's address is correct. Remember, your
information MUST reach your county supervisor of elections no
later than 5 p.m. on the 2nd day after the election, or your
ballot will not count.

5. Alternatively, you may fax or e-mail your completed
affidavit and a copy of your identification to the supervisor of
elections. If e-mailing, please provide these documents as
attachments.

Section 17. Subsection (2) of section 101.6923, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

101.6923 Special vote-by-mail ballot instructions for
certain first-time voters.—

(2) A voter covered by this section must be provided with
printed instructions with his or her vote-by-mail ballot in
substantially the following form:

READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS CAREFULLY BEFORE MARKING YOUR BALLOT.
FAILURE TO FOLLOW THESE INSTRUCTIONS MAY CAUSE YOUR BALLOT NOT
TO COUNT.
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1. In order to ensure that your vote-by-mail ballot will
be counted, it should be completed and returned as soon as
possible so that it can reach the supervisor of elections of the
county in which your precinct is located no later than 7 p.m. on
the date of the election. However, 1f you are an overseas voter
casting a ballot in a presidential preference primary or general
election, your vote-by-mail ballot must be postmarked or dated
no later than the date of the election and received by the
supervisor of elections of the county in which you are
registered to vote no later than 10 days after the date of the
election. Note that the later you return your ballot, the less
time you will have to cure signature deficiencies, which is
authorized until 5 p.m. local time on the 2nd day after the
election.

2. Mark your ballot in secret as instructed on the ballot.
You must mark your own ballot unless you are unable to do so
because of blindness, disability, or inability to read or write.

3. Mark only the number of candidates or issue choices for
a race as indicated on the ballot. If you are allowed to "Vote
for One" candidate and you vote for more than one, your vote in
that race will not be counted.

4. Place your marked ballot in the enclosed secrecy
envelope and seal the envelope.

5. 1Insert the secrecy envelope into the enclosed envelope

bearing the Voter's Certificate. Seal the envelope and
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completely fill out the Voter's Certificate on the back of the
envelope.

a. You must sign your name on the line above (Voter's
Signature) .

b. If you are an overseas voter, you must include the date
you signed the Voter's Certificate on the line above (Date) or
your ballot may not be counted.

c. A vote-by-mail ballot will be considered illegal and
will not be counted if the signature on the Voter's Certificate
does not match the signature on record. The signature on file at
the start of the canvass of the vote-by-mail ballots is the
signature that will be used to verify your signature on the
Voter's Certificate. If you need to update your signature for
this election, send your signature update on a voter
registration application to your supervisor of elections so that
it is received before your vote-by-mail ballot is received.

6. Unless you meet one of the exemptions in Item 7., you
must make a copy of one of the following forms of
identification:

a. Identification which must include your name and

photograph: United States passport or passport card; United

States uniformed services or Merchant Marines—debitor eredit

identification;—pubtie—assistanee identification; veteran health
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identification card issued by the United States Department of
Veterans Affairs; a Florida license to carry a concealed weapon
or firearm; or any amr—emptoyee ldentification card issued by any
branch, department, agency, or entity of the Federal Government,
the state, a county, or a municipality; or

b. Identification which shows your name and current
residence address: current utility bill, bank statement,
government check, paycheck, or government document (excluding
voter information card).

7. The identification requirements of Item 6. do not apply
if you meet one of the following requirements:

a. You are 65 years of age or older.

b. You have a temporary or permanent physical disability.

c. You are a member of a uniformed service on active duty
who, by reason of such active duty, will be absent from the
county on election day.

d. You are a member of the Merchant Marine who, by reason
of service in the Merchant Marine, will be absent from the
county on election day.

e. You are the spouse or dependent of a member referred to
in paragraph c. or paragraph d. who, by reason of the active
duty or service of the member, will be absent from the county on
election day.

f. You are currently residing outside the United States.
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8. Place the envelope bearing the Voter's Certificate into
the mailing envelope addressed to the supervisor. Insert a copy
of your identification in the mailing envelope. DO NOT PUT YOUR
IDENTIFICATION INSIDE THE SECRECY ENVELOPE WITH THE BALLOT OR
INSIDE THE ENVELOPE WHICH BEARS THE VOTER'S CERTIFICATE OR YOUR
BALLOT WILL NOT COUNT.

9. Mail, deliver, or have delivered the completed mailing
envelope. Be sure there is sufficient postage if mailed.

10. FELONY NOTICE. It is a felony under Florida law to
accept any gift, payment, or gratuity in exchange for your vote
for a candidate. It is also a felony under Florida law to vote
in an election using a false identity or false address, or under
any other circumstances making your ballot false or fraudulent.

Section 18. Subsection (2) of section 102.111, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

102.111 Elections Canvassing Commission.—

(2) The Elections Canvassing Commission shall meet at 9 &
a.m. on the 9th day after a primary election and at 9 8 a.m. on
the 14th day after a general election to certify the returns of
the election for each federal, state, and multicounty office and

for each constitutional amendment. On days the Legislature

convenes for organizational session pursuant to s. 3(a), Art.

IIT of the State Constitution, such meeting will begin at 8 a.m.

If a member of a county canvassing board that was constituted

pursuant to s. 102.141 determines, within 5 days after the
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certification by the Elections Canvassing Commission, that a
typographical error occurred in the official returns of the
county, the correction of which could result in a change in the
outcome of an election, the county canvassing board must certify
corrected returns to the Department of State within 24 hours,
and the Elections Canvassing Commission must correct and
recertify the election returns as soon as practicable.

Section 19. Subsections (3) through (11) of section
102.141, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

102.141 County canvassing board; duties.—

(3) The canvass, except the canvass of absent electors'
returns and the canvass of provisional ballots, must shald be
made from the returns and certificates of the inspectors as
signed and filed by them with the supervisor, and the county
canvassing board may shai* not change the number of votes cast
for a candidate, nominee, constitutional amendment, or other
measure submitted to the electorate of the county, respectively,
in any polling place, as shown by the returns. All returns must
shatt be made to the board on or before 2 a.m. of the day
following any primary, general, or other election. If the
returns from any precinct are missing, if there are any
omissions on the returns from any precinct, or if there is an

obvious error on any such returns, the canvassing board must

shatt order a retabulation of the returns from such precinct.

Before canvassing such returns, the canvassing board shall
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examine the tabulation of the ballots cast in such precinct and
determine whether the returns correctly reflect the votes cast.
If there is a discrepancy between the returns and the tabulation

of the ballots cast, the tabulation of the ballots cast must

shatt be presumed correct and such votes shall be canvassed
accordingly.
(4) (a) The supervisor of elections shall upload into the

county's election management system by 7 p.m. local time on the

day before the election the results of all early voting and
vote-by-mail ballots that have been canvassed and tabulated by
the end of the early voting period. Pursuant to ss. 101.5614(8),
101.657, and 101.68(2), the tabulation of votes cast or the
results of such uploads may not be made public before the close
of the polls on election day.

(b) The supervisor of elections, on behalf of the

canvassing board, shall report all early voting and all
tabulated vote-by-mail results to the Department of State within
30 minutes after the polls close. Thereafter, the canvassing
board shall report, with the exception of provisional ballot

results, updated precinct election results, which must be

uploaded to the department at least every 45 minutes until all
results are completely reported. The supervisor of elections
shall notify the department immediately of any circumstances
that do not permit periodic updates as required. Results must

shatt be submitted in a format prescribed by the department.
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(5) (a) The canvassing board shall submit on forms or in
formats provided by the division unofficial returns to the
Department of State for each federal, statewide, state, or
multicounty office or ballot measure no later than noon on the
third day after any primary election and no later than noon on
the fourth day after any general or other election. Such returns

must skaedt include the canvass of all ballots, including write-

in votes, as required by subsection (2).

(b) After unofficial results are reported, each county

must conduct an automated independent vote validation process,

in accordance with s. 101.591, to validate that the votes

processed through the vote tabulation system for a candidate for

any office, candidate for retention to a judicial office, or a

measure appearing on the ballot do not:

1. Have a discrepancy of more than one-half of a percent

when compared to the results of the automated independent vote

validation process; or

2. Result in a change in the outcome of the election.

The automated independent vote validation process must be

completed no later than noon on the 6th day after any primary

election and no later than noon on the 7th day after any general

or other election.

(c)4+6)> If the county canvassing board determines, after

the county conducts the automated independent vote wvalidation
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process in accordance with s. 101.591, and the comparison of the

results of the vote tabulation and the automated independent

vote validation process indicates that the unofficial returns

may contain a counting error in which the vote tabulation system

or the automated independent vote validation process failed to

count votes that were properly marked in accordance with the
instructions on the ballot, the county canvassing board shall:
1l.4&> Correct the error and retabulate the affected

ballots with the vote tabulation system or the automated

independent vote validation process; or

2.4k Request that the Department of State verify the

tabulation software of the affected system or process. When the

Department of State verifies such software, the department shall
compare the software used to tabulate the votes with the
software filed with the department pursuant to s. 101.5607 and
check the election parameters.

(6) (a)4+H If the comparison of the results of the vote

tabulation system and the automated independent vote validation

process reflects a difference as described in paragraph (5) (b),

the proper county election official under the oversight of the

county canvassing board must conduct a system validation review

using the images in the automated independent vote validation

process of the ballots in disagreement, which must include, but

is not limited to, a review of any clear overvotes or undervotes

that appear in the automated independent vote validation process
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655| to adjudicate the voter's intent of such ballots before

656| certification of the county's official results. If the

657| unofficial returns reflect that a candidate for any office was
658| defeated or eliminated by one-half of a percent or less of the
659 votes cast for such office, that a candidate for retention to a
660| Jjudicial office was retained or not retained by one-half of a
661| percent or less of the votes cast on the question of retention,
662 or that a measure appearing on the ballot was approved or

663 rejected by one-half of a percent or less of the votes cast on

be

H-

664 such measure, a system validation review must reecount—shat

665 ordered of the votes cast with respect to such office or
666| measure. The Secretary of State is responsible for ordering such

667 system validation reviews ¥eeeounts in all federal, state, and

668| multicounty races. The county canvassing board or the local
669| board responsible for certifying the election is responsible for

670 ordering a system validation review under this subsection

671| <¥eeeounts in all other races. A system validation review ¥reeeount

672 need not be ordered with respect to the returns for any office,
673 however, if the candidate or candidates defeated or eliminated
674 from contention for such office by one-half of a percent or less
675 of the votes cast for such office request in writing that a

676 system validation review ¥eeeurnt not be made.

677
678
679
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(b)+48> The canvassing board may employ such clerical help
to assist with the work of the board as it deems necessary, with
at least one member of the board present at all times, until the
canvass of the returns is completed. The clerical help must
shatt be paid from the same fund as inspectors and other
necessary election officials.

(c) The canvassing board shall publish notice of the

system validation review, including the date, time, and place

such review will occur, on the county website as provided in s.

50.0311, on the supervisor of elections' website, or once in one

or more newspapers of general circulation in the county in which

the review will occur. Such review is open to the public.

(d) The canvassing board shall submit on forms or in

formats provided by the division a vote validation report to the

department for each federal, state, or multicounty office or

ballot measure in accordance with paragraph (5) (b). If the

canvassing board is unable to complete the system validation

review by the deadline, the vote validation report submitted by

the canvassing board must be identical to the initial unofficial

returns and the submission must also include a detailed

explanation of the reason the board was unable to timely

complete the system validation review. However, the canvassing

board shall complete the system validation review prescribed in

this subsection, and certify official election returns, in

accordance with the requirements of this chapter.
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(e) The department shall adopt detailed rules prescribing

additional system validation review procedures for each

certified voting system, which must be uniform to the extent

practicable.

(7)45%> Each member, substitute member, and alternate
member of the county canvassing board and all clerical help must
wear identification badges during any period in which the county
canvassing board is canvassing votes or engaging in other
official duties. The identification badges must sheuwdtd be worn
in a conspicuous and unobstructed area, and include the name of
the individual and his or her official position.

(8)++6)(a) The supervisor shall file a report with the
Division of Elections on the conduct of the election no later
than 20 business days after the Elections Canvassing Commission
certifies the election. The report must, at a minimum, describe
all of the following:

1. All equipment or software malfunctions at the precinct
level, at a counting location, or within computer and
telecommunications networks supporting a county location, or

issues encountered with any state approved election system,

including, but not limited to, vote tabulation systems and

automated independent vote validation processes, and the steps

that were taken to address the malfunctions.
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778 2. All election definition errors that were discovered

779 after the logic and accuracy test, and the steps that were taken
780 to address the errors.

781 3. All ballot printing errors, vote-by-mail ballot mailing
782 errors, or ballot supply problems, and the steps that were taken
783| to address the errors or problems.

784 4. All staffing shortages or procedural violations by

785 employees or precinct workers which were addressed by the

786 supervisor of elections or the county canvassing board during
787 the conduct of the election, and the steps that were taken to
788 correct such issues.

789 5. All instances where needs for staffing or equipment

790| were insufficient to meet the needs of the voters.

791 6. Any additional information regarding material issues or
792| problems associated with the conduct of the election.

793 (b) If a supervisor discovers new or additional

794 information on any of the items required to be included in the
795 report pursuant to paragraph (a) after the report is filed, the
796 supervisor must notify the division that new information has

797| been discovered no later than the next business day after the
798| discovery, and the supervisor must file an amended report signed
799| Dby the supervisor of elections on the conduct of the election

800| within 10 days after the discovery.
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(c)

Division of Elections and must be available for public

Such reports must be maintained on file in the

inspection.
(d) The division shall review the conduct of electi
reports to determine what problems may be likely to occur
other elections and disseminate such information,
possible solutions and training, to the supervisors of
elections.
(e)

For the general election, the department shall

(20206)
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in

along with

submit

the analysis of these reports for the post-general gemrerat
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election report as—part—ef

under ss. 101.591 and 101.595 to the Governor,
the Senate,

February 15 of each year following a general election.

the President of

and the Speaker of the House of Representatives by

g

102.166, Florida Statutes,

to read:
102.166

in contests.—
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826 (1) TIf the vote tabulation system indicates and automated

827| independent vote validation process conducted under ss. 101.591

828 and 102.141 confirms secondset—eof unofficial returns pursuant

829| +eo—s+—3062-141+ indieates that a candidate for any office was

830 defeated or eliminated by one-quarter of a percent or less of
831 the votes cast for such office, that a candidate for retention
832 to a judicial office was retained or not retained by one-quarter
833| of a percent or less of the votes cast on the gquestion of

834 retention, or that a measure appearing on the ballot was

835| approved or rejected by one-quarter of a percent or less of the
836 votes cast on such measure, a manual review ¥reeoeunt of the

837 overvotes and undervotes cast in the entire geographic

838 jurisdiction of such office or ballot measure must shaltt be

839 ordered and conducted in a manner consistent with s. 102.141(6)

840| wunless:

841 (a) The candidate or candidates defeated or eliminated
842 from contention by one-quarter of 1 percent or fewer of the
843| wvotes cast for such office request in writing that a manual
844 review ¥eeewnt not be made; or

845 (b) The number of overvotes and undervotes is fewer than
846 the number of votes needed to change the outcome of the

847 election.

848
849 The Secretary of State is responsible for ordering manual

850 reviews of all a—manvat—reecount—for federal, state, and
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multicounty races. The county canvassing board or local board
responsible for certifying the election is responsible for
ordering a manual review ¥eeeurnt for all other races. A manual

review ¥eeeuwnt consists of a review by a designee of the

canvassing board ¥eeeunt of paper marksense ballots or of

digital images from an independent vote validation system, if

applicable ef—+thoseballots by apersen.

(2) Any hardware or software used to identify and sort
overvotes and undervotes for a given race or ballot measure must
be certified by the Department of State. Any such hardware or
software must be capable of simultaneously identifying and
sorting overvotes and undervotes in multiple races while
simultaneously counting votes. Overvotes and undervotes must be

identified and sorted while conducting the automated independent

vote validation process reeountingballtets pursuant to s.

102.141. Overvotes and undervotes must may be identified and

sorted physically or digitally.

(3) Any manual review must reeceuwnt—shall be open to the
y

public. Each political party may designate one person with

expertise in the computer field who must be allowed in the

central counting room when the manual review is being conducted

and when the official votes are being counted. The designee may

not interfere with the normal operation of the canvassing board.
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(4) (a) A vote for a candidate or ballot measure must shald

be counted if there is a clear indication on the ballot that the
voter has made a definite choice.

(b) The Department of State shall adopt specific rules for
the federal write-in absentee ballot and for each certified
voting system prescribing what constitutes a "clear indication
on the ballot that the voter has made a definite choice." The
rules must shadt+ be consistent, to the extent practicable, and
may not:

1. Authorize the use of any electronic or
electromechanical reading device to review a hybrid wvoting
system ballot that is produced using a voter interface device
and that contains both machine-readable fields and machine-
printed text of the contest titles and voter selections, unless
the printed text is illegible;

2. Exclusively provide that the voter must properly mark
or designate his or her choice on the ballot; or

3. Contain a catch-all provision that fails to identify
specific standards, such as "any other mark or indication
clearly indicating that the voter has made a definite choice.”

(c) The rule for the federal write-in absentee ballot must
address, at a minimum, the following issues:

1. The appropriate lines or spaces for designating a

candidate choice and, for state and local races, the office or
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ballot measure to be voted, including the proximity of each to
the other and the effect of intervening blank lines.

2. The sufficiency of designating a candidate's first or
last name when no other candidate in the race has the same or a
similar name.

3. The sufficiency of designating a candidate's first or
last name when an opposing candidate has the same or a similar
name, notwithstanding generational suffixes and titles such as
"Jr.," "Sr.," or "III." The rule should contemplate the
sufficiency of additional first names and first initials, middle
names and middle initials, generational suffixes and titles,
nicknames, and, in general elections, the name or abbreviation
of a political party.

4. Candidate designations containing both a qualified
candidate's name and a political party, including those in which
the party designated is the candidate's party, is not the
candidate's party, has an opposing candidate in the race, or
does not have an opposing candidate in the race.

5. Situations where the abbreviation or name of a
candidate is the same as the abbreviation or name of a political
party to which the candidate does not belong, including those in
which the party designated has another candidate in the race or
does not have a candidate in the race.

6. The use of marks, symbols, or language, such as arrows,

quotation marks, or the word "same" or "ditto," to indicate that
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the same political party designation applies to all listed
offices or the elector's approval or disapproval of all listed
ballot measures.

7. Situations in which an elector designates the name of a
qualified candidate for an incorrect office.

8. Situations in which an elector designates an otherwise
correct office name that includes an incorrect district number.

(5) Procedures for a manual review reeeurt are as follows:

(a) The county canvassing board shall appoint as many
counting teams of at least two electors as is necessary to
manually review ¥reeeurnt the ballots. A counting team must have,
when possible, members of at least two political parties. A
candidate involved in the race may shadid not be a member of the
counting team.

(b) Each duplicate ballot prepared pursuant to s.
101.5614(4) or s. 102.141(6) must s—3+82-H43+{#H—shaltdt be

compared with the original ballot to ensure the correctness of
the duplicate.

(c) If a counting team is unable to determine whether the
ballot contains a clear indication that the voter has made a
definite choice, the ballot must shatd+ be presented to the
county canvassing board for a determination.

(d) The Department of State shall adopt detailed rules
prescribing additional review xeeewnt procedures for each

certified voting system which must skaltdt be uniform to the
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extent practicable. The rules must, at a minimum, shatd+ address+

aE—a—mintmumy- the following areas:

1. Security of ballots during the manual review reeeurnt

process.s

2. Time and place of manual reviews. ¥reeeuntss

Public observance of manual reviews. reecountss

Objections to ballot determinations.s

Record of manual review reeeunt proceedings.;

o U1 b W

Procedures relating to candidate and petitioner
representatives.;—and

7. Procedures relating to the certification and the use of
automatic tabulating equipment that is not part of a voting
system.

(6) Nothing in this section precludes a county canvassing

board or local board involved in the manual review reeount from

comparing a digital image of a ballot to the corresponding
physical paper ballot during a manual review ¥eeeount.

Section 21. Effective July 1, 2026, section 104.042,
Florida Statutes, is created to read:

104.042 Limitations on actions for election fraud.—A

prosecution for a felony violation under the Election Code must

be commenced within 5 years after the date the violation is

committed.
Section 22. Effective July 1, 2026, paragraph (a) of

subsection (12) of section 106.08, Florida Statutes, is amended,
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paragraphs (c) through (g) are added to that subsection, and
paragraph (b) of that subsection is reenacted, to read:

106.08 Contributions; limitations on.—

(12) (a)l. For purposes of this subsection, the term
"foreign national" means:

a. A foreign government;

b. A foreign political party;

c. A foreign corporation, partnership, association,
organization, or other combination of persons organized under
the laws of or having its principal place of business in a
foreign country;

d. A person with foreign citizenship; or

e. A person who is not a citizen or national of the United
States and is not lawfully admitted to the United States for
permanent residence.

2. The term does not include:

a. A person who is a dual citizen or dual national of the
United States and a foreign country.

b. A domestic subsidiary of a foreign corporation,
partnership, association, organization, or other combination of
persons organized under the laws of or having its principal
place of business in a foreign country if:

(I) The donations and disbursements used toward a

contribution or an expenditure are derived entirely from funds

818439
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generated by the subsidiary's operations in the United States;
and

(IT) All decisions concerning donations and disbursements
used toward a contribution or an expenditure are made by
individuals who either hold United States citizenship or are
permanent residents of the United States. For purposes of this
sub-sub-subparagraph, decisions concerning donations and
disbursements do not include decisions regarding the
subsidiary's overall budget for contributions or expenditures in

connection with an election or decisions regarding the

subsidiary's support or opposition of an issue in this state.

(b) A foreign national may not make or offer to make,
directly or indirectly, a contribution or expenditure in
connection with any election held in the state.

(c) A political party, a political committee, an

electioneering communications organization, or a candidate may

not knowingly and willfully accept or solicit, directly or

indirectly, a contribution from a foreign national in connection

with any election held in this state.

(d) A person, acting either alone or jointly with,

through, or on behalf of another person, who has knowingly and

willfully received monetary or in-kind donations or gifts from

one or more foreign nationals in an aggregate amount exceeding

$100,000 over the preceding 4 years, may not make a contribution

or independent expenditure:

818439
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1. To a political committee supporting or opposing an

issue in this state; or

2. 1In support or opposition of an issue in this state.

(e) A political committee supporting or opposing an issue

in this state may not knowingly and willfully accept

contributions from a person, acting either alone or jointly

with, through, or on behalf of another person, who has received

monetary or in-kind donations or gifts from one or more foreign

nationals in an aggregate amount exceeding $100,000 over the

preceding 4 years.

(f) For purposes of compliance with subsections (d) and

(e), monetary or in-kind donations or gifts from one or more

foreign nationals received by a domestic subsidiary who meets

the requirements of subparagraph (a)2. shall not count towards

the $100,000 aggregate threshold provided in subsections (d) and

(e), as long as the monetary or in-kind donations or gifts

received are not used for political activity by the domestic

subsidiary.

(g) A person or entity who violates this subsection

commits a felony of the third degree, punishable as provided in

s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084, and shall also be subject

to a civil penalty equal to three times the amount contributed.

Such penalty shall be paid into the General Revenue Fund. Any

penalty imposed against a person that is not an individual

jointly and severally attaches to the chair of the entity if the
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entity does not pay the penalty within 30 days. The Florida

Elections Commission shall be responsible for determining

violations, imposing civil penalties, and collecting any unpaid

civil penalties. The Florida Elections Commission shall report

any violations of this subsection to the Office of Election

Crimes and Security to include in the department's report under
s. 97.022.

Section 23.

Effective July 1, 2026, paragraph (d) of

subsection (8) of section 895.02, Florida Statutes, is amended

to read:

895.02 Definitions.—As used in ss. 895.01-895.08, the
term:

(8) "Racketeering activity" means to commit, to attempt to
commit, to conspire to commit, or to solicit, coerce, or

intimidate another person to commit:

(d) Any A violation of chapter 104 £he Florida Fleetion

Code—retating toirregularities—er fragdinvelvingIssSue
petitieon—aetivities
TITLE AMENDMENT
Remove lines 13-174 and insert:
Commission or federal law; amending s. 99.021, F.S.;
specifying that a person seeking to qualify for office
as a candidate must be a registered member of a
818439
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818439

political party, or registered without any party
affiliation, for 365 consecutive days preceding the
beginning of the qualifying before an election;
authorizing qualified candidates or certain political
parties to challenge compliance with specified
provisions by filing an action for declaratory and
injunctive relief in a specified circuit court;
prohibiting a person from being qualified as a
candidate for nomination or election and appearing on
the ballot under specified circumstances; providing
that compliance with specified requirements is
mandatory; entitling certain candidates and political
parties to specified expedited hearings and
consideration; requiring the supervisor of elections
to remove certain candidates from the ballot or
provide certain notice that votes for certain
disqualified candidates will not be counted; amending
s. 101.043, F.S.; revising the forms of identification
required to be provided at polls; amending ss.
101.048, 101.151, 101.5606, 101.5608, and 101.5612,
F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made by the
act; amending s. 101.56075, F.S.; requiring voting be
completed on an official ballot using a pen or marker;
amending s. 101.591, F.S.; removing provisions

relating to the performance of a manual audit;
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requiring the county canvassing board or other local
board responsible for certifying an election to
conduct an automated, independent vote validation of
voting systems used in all precincts; providing the
process for conducting such automated, independent
vote validation; requiring the canvassing board to
publish a specified notice on the county's website,
the supervisor's website, or in certain newspapers;
requiring that the vote validation be completed and
made public before the certification of the election;
providing reporting requirements for county canvassing
boards; requiring the results of the vote validation
be included in a specified report submitted to the
Governor and Legislature by a specified date each
year; amending s. 101.5911, F.S.; requiring the
Department of State to adopt certain rules; amending
s. 101.595, F.S.; revising certain reporting
requirements for the Department of State; amending ss.
101.68 and 101.6923, F.S.; conforming provisions to
changes made by the act; amending s. 102.111, F.S.;
revising the meeting time for the Elections Canvassing
Commission; amending s. 102.141, F.S.; revising
provisions relating to reporting election results;
requiring counties to conduct an automated independent

vote validation process for a specified purpose within
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a specified timeframe after unofficial results are
reported; requiring the county canvassing board to
take specified actions upon making a determination
that the automated independent vote validation process
failed to count votes; requiring the county canvassing
board to conduct a system validation review under
specified circumstances; removing provisions relating
to recounts by the county canvassing board; requiring
the county canvassing board to publish certain notice
containing manual review information through specified
means; requiring the county canvassing board to submit
to the Department of State specified forms containing
a vote validation report; removing the requirement for
the supervisor to file with the Department of State
certain results and statistical information; amending
s. 102.166, F.S.; requiring manual reviews of
overvotes and undervotes unless certain conditions
exist; providing that the Secretary of State is
responsible for ordering such review in specified
races and the county canvassing board, or local board
responsible for certifying the election, is
responsible for ordering such reviews in all other
races; authorizing political parties to designate a
certain expert to be allowed in the central counting

room while reviews are being performed; prohibiting

Approved For Filing: 2/20/2026 3:11:11 PM

Page 47 of 48




1147
1148
1149
1150
1151
1152
1153
1154
1155
1156
1157
1158

HOUSE AMENDMENT
Bill No. CS/CS/HB 991 (2026)
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such person from interfering with the normal operation
of the canvassing board; creating s. 104.042, F.S.;
providing a statute of limitations period for election
fraud; amending s. 106.08, F.S.; revising the
contributions or expenditures that a foreign national
is prohibited from making or offering to make;
prohibiting certain persons from accepting specified
contributions; prohibiting certain persons from making
specified contributions or expenditures; providing an
exception to such prohibition; providing penalties;
amending s. 895.02, F.S.; revising the definition of

the term "racketeering activity"; providing effective
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