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CALL TO ORDER

The Senate was called to order by President Gaetz at 10:00 a.m. A
quorum present—40:

Mr. President Flores Negron
Abruzzo Galvano Richter
Altman Garcia Ring
Bean Gardiner Sachs
Benacquisto Gibson Simmons
Bradley Grimsley Simpson
Brandes Hays Smith
Braynon Hukill Sobel
Bullard Joyner Soto
Clemens Latvala Stargel
Dean Lee Thompson
Detert Legg Thrasher
Diaz de la Portilla Margolis
Evers Montford

PRAYER

The following prayer was offered by Mother Abi Moon, Assistant
Rector, St. John’s Episcopal Church, Tallahassee:

O God, the fountain of wisdom, whose will is good and gracious, and
whose law is truth. We humbly ask you that we may always prove
ourselves a people mindful of your favor and glad to do your will. Bless
this land with honorable industry, sound learning, and pure manners.
Save us from violence, discord, and confusion; from pride and arrogance;
and from every evil way. Defend our liberties, and fashion into one
united people the multitudes brought here out of many kindreds and
tongues. Endue with the spirit of wisdom those to whom in thy Name we
entrust the authority of government, that there may be justice and peace
at home, and that, through obedience to your law, we may show forth
your praise among the nations of the earth.

Guide and bless our Senators assembled, that they may enact such
laws as shall please you to the glory of your Name and the welfare of this
people. In the time of prosperity, fill our hearts with thankfulness, and in
the day of trouble, suffer not our trust in you to fail; all which we ask
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

PLEDGE

Senate Pages, Rashad Bailey of South Bay; Maddie Ayers of Tampa;
and Allison Beaty of Tallahassee, led the Senate in the pledge of alle-
giance to the flag of the United States of America.

DOCTOR OF THE DAY

The President recognized Dr. Melvyn Joel Katzen of Port Charlotte,
sponsored by Senator Hays, as the doctor of the day. Dr. Katzen spe-
cializes in radiology.

ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS

On motion by Senator Montford—
By Senator Montford—

SR 1766—A resolution recognizing Deputy Robert Lundy, of the
Taylor County Sheriff’s Office, for his swift and courageous response to
an assailant at Timberland Ford in Perry.

WHEREAS, on February 5, 2014, Steinhatchee native Robert Lundy,
a deputy with the Taylor County Sheriff's Office, stopped at Timberland
Ford in Perry to have his patrol car serviced, and

WHEREAS, within minutes of Deputy Robert Lundy’s arrival at
Timberland Ford, an employee of the car dealership crashed his vehicle
through the front of the building and opened fire on those in the deal-
ership, and

WHEREAS, without regard for his own safety, Deputy Robert Lundy
immediately responded to the shooting, exchanging gunfire with the
assailant, who later died, and

WHEREAS, Deputy Robert Lundy was one of three people shot by the
assailant, suffering a stomach wound and eye trauma, and

WHEREAS, Deputy Robert Lundy was transported to U.F. Health
Shands Hospital in Gainesville, where he spent several weeks in a coma,
and

WHEREAS, throughout the ordeal, Kelly Lundy was by her husband’s
bedside, making the roughly 3-hour round trip drive each day to en-
courage and support him, and

WHEREAS, on April 11, 2014, Deputy Robert Lundy returned home to
Steinhatchee a hero, recognized by the Taylor County Sheriff's Office
and local residents for his quick and life-saving response to the tragic
attack in Perry, and

WHEREAS, Deputy Robert Lundy faces a long recovery in regaining
the ability to walk unassisted and is permanently blind in one eye and
suffers from vision loss in the other, and

WHEREAS, the residents of Taylor County and all Floridians owe a
debt of gratitude to Deputy Robert Lundy for his service in the law
enforcement community and his sacrifice in the line of duty, NOW,
THEREFORE,
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Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:

That Deputy Robert Lundy, of the Taylor County Sheriff’s Office, is
recognized for his swift and courageous response to an assailant at
Timberland Ford in Perry, which avoided further loss of life.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be pre-
sented to Deputy Robert Lundy as a tangible token of the sentiments
expressed in this resolution.

—was introduced out of order and read by title. On motion by Senator
Montford, SR 1766 was read the second time in full and adopted.

SPECIAL GUESTS

Senator Montford introduced Deputy Robert Lundy of the Taylor
County Sheriff's Office and recognized him for his heroic action at
Timberland Ford in Perry, Florida on February 5, 2014. Deputy Lundy
was present in the chamber with his wife, Kelly Lundy, and Taylor
County Sheriff L.E. “Bummy” Williams.

At the request of Senator Bullard—
By Senator Bullard—

SR 1158—A resolution designating October 13, 2014, as “Lancelot
Jones Day” in Florida.

WHEREAS, born in 1898 on a 22-foot boat in Biscayne Bay, en-
trepreneur and farmer Sir Lancelot Garfield Jones prospered by sup-
plying the nation with Key limes and was an expert fishing guide sought
by five presidents, numerous senators, influential industrialists, and
other cultural icons eager to experience the beauty of the bay’s wildlife,
and

WHEREAS, Sir Lancelot Garfield Jones lived most of his 99 years on
the island of Porgy Key, which was first settled by his pioneer father and
Bahamian mother in 1897 in an area long associated with African-
American maritime history and which is now on the National Register of
Historic Places, and

WHEREAS, often referred to as “the Sage of Caesar Creek,” Sir
Lancelot Garfield Jones became an educator of schoolchildren and a
conservationist whose resolute values toward the preservation of Bis-
cayne Bay greatly contributed to the establishment of Biscayne National
Park, which was created to preserve and protect area wildlife for the
education, inspiration, recreation, and enjoyment of present and future
generations, and

WHEREAS, Biscayne National Park is home to a rare combination of
terrestrial, marine, and amphibious life in a tropical setting of great
natural beauty, which annually draws an average of 500,000 visitors,
contributes more than $34 million to the state’s economy, and supports
422 jobs, and

WHEREAS, the invaluable efforts of Sir Lancelot Garfield Jones to
preserve the land he loved and to ensure that future generations would
delight in its beauty and abundance have resulted in significant eco-
nomic, ecological, and cultural contributions to the state, its heritage,
and its future, NOW, THEREFORE,

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:

That October 13, 2014, is designated as “Lancelot Jones Day” in
Florida.

—SR 1158 was introduced, read and adopted by publication.

At the request of Senator Montford—
By Senator Montford—

SR 1742—A resolution expressing appreciation for the sister-state
relationship between the State of Florida and the Republic of China
(Taiwan).
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WHEREAS, Florida maintains and values its sister-state relationship
with the Republic of China (Taiwan), and

WHEREAS, April 10, 2014, marks the 35th anniversary of the en-
actment of the Taiwan Relations Act, codifying in law the basis for
continued commercial and cultural relations between the United States
and the Republic of China (Taiwan), and

WHEREAS, the Republic of China (Taiwan) is Florida’s eighth largest
export market in Asia, Miami’s fourth largest trade partner in Asia, and
the Port of Miami’s sixth largest export country, and

WHEREAS, sisterhood relationships exist between the State of Flor-
ida and the Republic of China (Taiwan), Miami-Dade County and New
Taipei City (formerly Taipei County), and the Port of Miami and Port
Kaohsiung, NOW, THEREFORE,

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:

That the Florida Senate expresses its appreciation for the sister-state
relationship between the State of Florida and the Republic of China
(Taiwan).

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be pre-
sented to the Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in Miami and the
Office of the Governor of the State of Florida as a tangible token of the
sentiments expressed herein.

—SR 1742 was introduced, read and adopted by publication.

SPECIAL GUESTS

Senator Hays introduced his granddaughter, Madison Phillips, who
was present in the gallery.

BILLS ON THIRD READING

CS for HB 977—A Dill to be entitled An act relating to motor vehicle
insurance and driver education for children in foster care; creating s.
743.047, F.S.; removing the disability of nonage of minors for purposes of
obtaining motor vehicle insurance; amending s. 1003.48, F.S.; providing
for preferential enrollment in driver education courses for children in
foster care; providing an effective date.

—as amended May 1 was read the third time by title.

On motion by Senator Detert, CS for HB 977 as amended was passed
and certified to the House. The vote on passage was:

Yeas—39

Mr. President Flores Montford
Abruzzo Galvano Negron
Altman Garcia Richter
Bean Gardiner Ring
Benacquisto Gibson Sachs
Brandes Grimsley Simmons
Braynon Hays Simpson
Bullard Hukill Smith
Clemens Joyner Sobel
Dean Latvala Soto
Detert Lee Stargel
Diaz de la Portilla Legg Thompson
Evers Margolis Thrasher
Nays—None

Vote after roll call:

Yea—Bradley

CS for HB 7023—A bill to be entitled An act relating to economic
development; amending s. 163.3180, F.S.; prohibiting a local government
from applying transportation concurrency or requiring proportionate-
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share contribution or construction for a new business development for a
specified period; providing exceptions; amending s. 163.31801, F.S,;
prohibiting a county, municipality, or special district from imposing
certain new or existing impact fees on a new business development for a
specified period; providing exceptions; amending s. 163.3202, F.S.; re-
quiring each county and municipality to adopt or amend and enforce
certain land development regulations within a specified period after
submitting a comprehensive plan; amending s. 212.098, F.S.; providing a
sales tax refund for purchases of electricity by certain eligible busi-
nesses; providing an annual cap on the total amount of tax refunds that
may be approved; authorizing the Department of Revenue to adopt rules;
amending s. 288.0001, F.S.; requiring the Office Of Economic and De-
mographic Research and the Office of Program Policy Analysis and
Government Accountability to provide an analysis of the New Markets
Development Program to the Governor and Legislature within a speci-
fied period and periodically thereafter; amending s. 288.005, F.S.; pro-
viding definitions; creating s. 288.006, F.S.; providing legislative intent;
restricting the use of loan program funds; providing for the reversion of
appropriated funds in the event of a termination of a loan program or
loan program contract; requiring eligible recipients and loan adminis-
trators to avoid potential conflicts of interest; defining the term “im-
mediate family”; providing additional eligibility requirements for eligible
recipients and loan administrator applicants; authorizing the Auditor
General to conduct audits; authorizing the Department of Economic
Opportunity to adopt rules; amending s. 288.018, F.S.; increasing the
maximum grant amount that an organization may receive from the de-
partment under the Regional Rural Development Grants Program; re-
naming a “rural area of critical economic concern” as a “rural area of
opportunity”; amending s. 288.987, F.S.; increasing the amount of funds
that may be spent on staffing and administrative expenses of the Florida
Defense Support Task Force; amending s. 290.0411, F.S.; revising leg-
islative intent for purposes of the Florida Small Cities Community De-
velopment Block Grant Program; amending s. 290.044, F.S.; requiring
the department to adopt rules establishing a competitive selection pro-
cess for loan guarantees and grants awarded under the block grant
program; revising the criteria for the award of grants; amending s.
290.046, F.S.; revising limits on the number of grants that an applicant
may apply for and receive; requiring the department to conduct a site
visit before awarding a grant; requiring the department to rank appli-
cations according to criteria established by rule and distribute funds
according to the rankings; revising scoring factors to consider in ranking
applications; revising requirements for public hearings; providing that
the creation of a citizen advisory task force is discretionary; deleting a
provision requiring a local government to obtain department consent for
an alternative citizen participation plan; amending s. 290.047, F.S.; re-
vising the maximum percentages and amounts of block grant funds that
may be spent on certain costs and expenses; amending s. 290.0475, F.S.;
conforming provisions to changes made by the act; correcting a reference;
amending s. 290.048, F.S.; deleting a provision authorizing the depart-
ment to adopt and enforce strict requirements concerning an applicant’s
written description of a service area; amending s. 331.3051, F.S.; re-
quiring Space Florida to consult with the Florida Tourism Industry
Marketing Corporation in developing a space tourism marketing plan;
authorizing Space Florida to enter into an agreement with the cor-
poration for a specified purpose; revising the research and development
duties of Space Florida; amending s. 443.1116, F.S.; defining the term
“employer-sponsored training”; revising components required for ap-
proval of a short-time compensation plan; revising eligibility require-
ments for short-time compensation benefits; amending s. 443.141, F.S;
providing an employer payment schedule for contributions to the Un-
employment Compensation Trust Fund; providing for applicability;
amending ss. 125.271, 163.3177, 163.3187, 163.3246, 211.3103, 212.098,
218.67, 288.065, 288.0655, 288.0656, 288.1088, 288.1089, 290.0055,
339.2819, 339.63, 373.4595, 380.06, 380.0651, 985.686, and 1011.76,
F.S.; renaming “rural areas of critical economic concern” as “rural areas
of opportunity”; providing an effective date.

—as amended May 1 was read the third time by title.

RECONSIDERATION OF AMENDMENT

On motion by Senator Detert, the Senate reconsidered the vote by
which engrossed Amendment 1 (724504) was adopted.

Pursuant to Rule 7.1(1), there being no objection, consideration of the
following late-filed amendment was allowed:

JOURNAL OF THE SENATE

1041

Senator Detert moved the following amendment to Amendment 1
(724504) which was adopted by two-thirds vote:

Amendment 1A (652106) (with title amendment)—Delete lines
2420-2430 and insert:

(4) The Office of Program Policy Analysis and Government Account-
ability shall conduct a study to evaluate the effectiveness and the Office of
Economic and Demographic Research shall conduct a study to evaluate
the return on investment of the State Small Business Credit Initiative
operated in this state pursuant to 12 U.S.C. ss. 5701 et seq. The offices
shall each submit a report to the President of the Senate and the Speaker
of the House of Representatives by January 1, 2015.

Section 55. Section 288.9937, Florida Statutes, is created to read:

288.9937 Evaluation of programs.—The Office of Economic and De-
mographic Research shall analyze,

And the title is amended as follows:

Delete lines 2650-2655 and insert: requiring the Office of Program
Policy Analysis and Government Accountability and the Office of Eco-
nomic and Demographic Research to report on the effectiveness of the
State Small Business Credit Initiative; creating s. 288.9937, F.S.; re-
quiring the Office of Economic and Demographic Research to evaluate
and report on the

Amendment 1 (724504) as amended was adopted by two-thirds vote.

On motion by Senator Detert, CS for HB 7023 as amended was
passed and certified to the House. The vote on passage was:

Yeas—38

Mr. President Flores Negron
Abruzzo Galvano Richter
Altman Garcia Ring
Bean Gibson Sachs
Benacquisto Grimsley Simmons
Bradley Hays Simpson
Brandes Hukill Smith
Braynon Joyner Sobel
Bullard Latvala Soto
Clemens Lee Stargel
Dean Legg Thompson
Diaz de la Portilla Margolis Thrasher
Evers Montford

Nays—None

Vote after roll call:

Yea—Detert

CS for CS for HB 805—A bill to be entitled An act relating to title
insurer reserves; amending s. 625.041, F.S.; revising criteria with re-
spect to liabilities charged against assets in determinations of financial
condition; amending s. 625.111, F.S; specifying the reserves certain title
insurers must set aside after a certain date; specifying the manner in
which reserves must be released; specifying which state law governs the
amount of the reserve for a title insurer who transfers domicile to this
state; providing that a domestic title insurer is not required to record
separate bulk reserves; requiring a domestic title insurer to obtain ap-
proval from the Office of Insurance Regulation before using or recording
a bulk reserve; revising and providing definitions; amending ss. 624.407
and 624.408, F.S.; conforming cross-references; providing an effective
date.

—as amended May 1 was read the third time by title.

On motion by Senator Lee, CS for CS for HB 805 as amended was
passed and certified to the House. The vote on passage was:
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Yeas—38 Richter Simpson Stargel
Ring Smith Thompson
Mr. President Flores Negron Sachs Sobel Thrasher
Altman Galvano Richter Simmons Soto
Bean Garcia Ring
Benacquisto Gardiner Sachs Nays—None
Bradley Gibson Simmons
Brandes Grimsley Simpson Vote after roll call:
Braynon Hays Smith
Bullard Hukill Sobel Yea—Dean
Clemens Joyner Soto
Dean Latvala Stargel HB 7175—A bill to be entitled An act relating to Department of
Detert Legg Thompson Transportation; amending s. 11.45, F.S., deleting a provision authorizing
Diaz de la Portilla Margolis Thrasher the Auditor General to conduct audits of transportation corporations
Evers Montford authorized under the Florida Transportation Corporation Act; amending
s. 20.23, F.S.; providing for the Florida Transportation Commission to
Nays—None monitor certain aspects of the Mid-Bay Bridge Authority; repealing

CS for CS for HB 7141—A bill to be entitled An act relating to
human trafficking; creating s. 409.1754, F.S.; requiring the Department
of Children and Families, in consultation with other agencies, organi-
zations, and individuals, to employ screening and assessment instru-
ments to determine appropriate services for sexually exploited children;
providing criteria for placement of such children in safe houses or safe
foster homes; permitting certain agencies to use additional assessment
instruments; requiring certain employees of the department, commu-
nity-based care lead agencies, and staff administering the detention risk
assessment instrument to receive specialized training; requiring the
department and lead agencies to hold multidisciplinary staffings under
certain conditions; requiring the department and lead agencies to de-
velop specific plans and protocols; directing the department, the De-
partment of Juvenile Justice, and lead agencies to participate in coali-
tions, task forces, or similar organizations to coordinate local responses
to human trafficking; requiring the department to initiate a local task
force under certain circumstances; amending s. 409.1678, F.S.; providing
definitions; requiring the department to certify safe houses and safe
foster homes and certain residential facilities; providing requirements
for certification as a safe house or safe foster home; requiring the de-
partment to inspect safe houses and safe foster homes; requiring train-
ing for persons providing services in safe houses and safe foster homes;
providing rulemaking authority to the department; requiring residential
treatment centers or hospitals to provide specialized treatment; pro-
viding for service providers to obtain federal or local funding under
certain conditions; providing for scope of availability of services;
amending s. 39.524, F.S.; providing for review of safe harbor placement
of a child in a safe house or safe foster home; revising criteria for pla-
cement; authorizing placement in settings other than safe houses and
safe foster homes under certain conditions; amending ss. 39.401, 796.07,
and 985.115, F.S.; conforming references; amending s. 394.495, F.S,;
including trauma-informed services for sexually exploited children in the
child and adolescent mental health system of care; requiring the Office of
Program Policy Analysis and Government Accountability to conduct
studies and submit reports to the Governor and Legislature; creating s.
16.617, F.S.; creating the Statewide Council on Human Trafficking;
providing for membership, organization, support, and duties; requiring
an annual report; providing for a transfer of general revenue funds and
establishing positions; providing an effective date.

—as amended May 1 was read the third time by title.

On motion by Senator Sobel, CS for CS for HB 7141 as amended was
passed and certified to the House. The vote on passage was:

Yeas—38

Mr. President Clemens Grimsley
Abruzzo Detert Hays
Altman Diaz de la Portilla Hukill
Bean Evers Joyner
Benacquisto Flores Latvala
Bradley Galvano Lee
Brandes Garcia Legg
Braynon Gardiner Montford
Bullard Gibson Negron

provisions for the Florida Statewide Passenger Rail Commission;
amending s. 316.530, F.S.; deleting a provision relating to load limits for
certain towed vehicles; amending s. 316.545, F.S.; revising the weight
reduction used to determine unlawful weight of certain vehicles equip-
ped with idle-reduction technology; amending s. 332.007, F.S.; author-
izing the department to fund strategic airport investments; providing
criteria; amending s. 334.044, F.S.; prohibiting the department from
entering into a lease-purchase agreement; providing that certain lease-
purchase agreements are not invalidated; providing an exception from a
requirement to purchase all plant materials from Florida commercial
nursery stock; amending s. 335.06, F.S.; providing for improvement and
maintenance of certain roads that provide access to the state park sys-
tem; amending s. 335.065, F.S.; authorizing the department to enter into
certain concession agreements; providing for use of agreement revenues;
providing that the agreements are subject to applicable federal laws;
amending s. 337.11, F.S.; removing the requirement that a contractor
provide a notarized affidavit as proof of motor vehicle registration;
amending s. 337.14, F.S.; providing an exception to a provision that
prohibits certain contractors and affiliates from qualifying to provide
certain services to the department; providing construction; amending s.
337.168, F.S., relating to confidentiality of bid information; providing
that a document that reveals the identity of a person who has requested
or received certain information before a certain time is a public record;
amending s. 337.25, F.S.; revising provisions for disposition of property
by the department; authorizing the department to contract for auction
services for conveyance of property; amending s. 337.251, F.S.; revising
criteria for leasing certain department property; revising the time for the
department to accept proposals for lease after a notice is published; di-
recting the department to establish an application fee by rule; providing
criteria for the fee and for the proposed lease; amending s. 338.161, F.S.;
revising provisions authorizing the department to use its electronic toll
collection and video billing systems to collect certain charges for an
owner of a transportation facility; amending s. 338.26, F.S.; revising the
uses of fees generated from Alligator Alley tolls to include the cost of
design and construction of a fire station that may be used by certain local
governments and certain related operating costs; providing that excess
tolls, after payment of certain expenses, be transferred to the Everglades
Trust Fund; creating s. 339.041, F.S.; providing legislative intent; de-
scribing the types of department property eligible for factoring future
revenues received by the department from leases for wireless commu-
nication facilities on department property; authorizing the department
to enter into agreements with investors to purchase the revenue streams
from department leases of wireless communication facilities on such
property pursuant to an invitation to negotiate; prohibiting the depart-
ment from pledging state credit; allowing the department to make cer-
tain covenants; providing for the appropriation and payment of moneys
received from such agreements to investors; requiring the proceeds from
such leases to be used for certain fixed capital expenditures; amending s.
339.175, F.S.; revising membership and governance of a metropolitan
planning organization; revising powers and duties of the Metropolitan
Planning Organization Advisory Council; amending s. 339.2821, F.S;
authorizing Enterprise Florida, Inc., to be a consultant to the depart-
ment for consideration of expenditures associated with and contracts for
transportation projects; revising the requirements for economic devel-
opment transportation project contracts between the Department of
Transportation and a governmental entity; repealing the Florida
Transportation Corporation Act; repealing ss. 339.401, 339.402, 339.403,
339.404, 339.405, 339.406, 339.407, 339.408, 339.409, 339.410, 339.411,
339.412, 339.414, 339.415, 339.416, 339.417, 339.418, 339.419, 339.420,
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and 339.421, F.S.; removing provisions for corporations to be authorized
by and to act on behalf of the department for promotion and development
of transportation facilities and systems; amending s. 343.82, F.S., re-
lating to the Northwest Florida Transportation Corridor Authority and
s. 343.922, F.S,, relating to Tampa Bay Area Regional Transportation
Authority; removing provisions for certain funding and assistance
sources; amending s. 373.4137, F.S.; revising legislative intent for im-
plementation of mitigation to offset environmental impact of department
projects; revising provisions for environmental impact inventories for
transportation projects proposed by the department or a transportation
authority; revising criteria for mitigation of projected impacts; requiring
the Department of Transportation to include funding for environmental
mitigation for projects in its work program; revising the process and
criteria for the payment by the department or participating transpor-
tation authorities of mitigation implemented by water management
districts or the Department of Environmental Protection; revising the
requirements for the payment to a water management district or the
Department of Environmental Protection of the costs of mitigation
planning and implementation of the mitigation required by a permit;
revising the payment criteria for preparing and implementing mitiga-
tion plans adopted by water management districts for transportation
impacts based on the environmental impact inventory; adding federal
requirements for the development of a mitigation plan; providing for
transportation projects in the environmental mitigation plan for which
mitigation has not been specified; revising a water management dis-
trict’s responsibilities relating to a mitigation plan; amending s. 373.618,
F.S.; revising provisions related to public service warning signs;
amending s. 479.01, F.S., relating to outdoor advertising signs; revising
and deleting definitions; amending s. 479.02, F.S.; revising duties of the
Department of Transportation relating to signs; deleting a requirement
that the department adopt certain rules; creating s. 479.024, F.S.; lim-
iting the placement of signs to commercial or industrial zones; defining
the terms “parcel” and “utilities”; requiring a local government to use
specified criteria to determine zoning for commercial or industrial par-
cels; providing that certain parcels are considered unzoned commercial
or industrial areas; authorizing a permit for a sign in an unzoned com-
mercial or industrial area in certain circumstances; prohibiting specified
uses and activities from being independently recognized as commercial
or industrial; providing an appeal process for an applicant whose permit
is denied; requiring an applicant whose application is denied to remove
an existing sign pertaining to the application; requiring the department
to reduce certain transportation funding in certain circumstances;
amending s. 479.03, F.S.; requiring notice to owners of intervening pri-
vately owned lands before the department enters upon such lands to
remove an illegal sign; amending s. 479.04, F.S.; providing that an
outdoor advertising license is not required solely to erect or construct
outdoor signs or structures; amending s. 479.05, F.S.; authorizing the
department to suspend a license for certain offenses and specifying ac-
tivities that the licensee may engage in during the suspension; prohi-
biting the department from granting a transfer of an existing permit or
issuing an additional permit during the suspension; amending s. 479.07,
F.S.; revising requirements for obtaining sign permits; conforming and
clarifying provisions; revising permit tag placement requirements for
signs; deleting a provision that allows a permittee to provide its own
replacement tag; revising requirements for permitting certain signs
visible to more than one highway; deleting provisions limiting a pilot
program to specified locations; deleting redundant provisions relating to
certain new or replacement signs; deleting provisions requiring main-
tenance of statistics on the pilot program; amending s. 479.08, F.S.; re-
vising provisions relating to the denial or revocation of a permit because
of false or misleading information in the permit application; amending s.
479.10, F.S.; authorizing the cancellation of a permit; amending s.
479.105, F.S.; revising notice requirements to owners and advertisers
relating to signs erected or maintained without a permit; revising pro-
cedures for the department to issue a permit as a conforming or non-
conforming sign to the owner of an unpermitted sign; providing a pen-
alty; amending s. 479.106, F.S.; revising provisions relating to the
removal, cutting, or trimming of trees or vegetation to increase sign face
visibility; providing that a specified penalty is applied per sign facing;
amending s. 479.107, F.S.; deleting a fine for specified violations;
amending s. 479.11, F.S.; prohibiting signs on specified portions of the
interstate highway system; amending s. 479.111, F.S.; clarifying a re-
ference to a certain agreement; amending s. 479.15, F.S.; deleting a
definition; revising provisions relating to relocation of certain signs on
property subject to public acquisition; amending s. 479.156, F.S.; clar-
ifying provisions relating to the regulation of wall murals; amending s.
479.16, F.S.; exempting certain signs from specified provisions; ex-
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empting from permitting certain signs placed by tourist-oriented busi-
nesses, certain farm signs placed during harvest seasons, certain ac-
knowledgment signs on publicly funded school premises, and certain
displays on specific sports facilities; prohibiting certain permit exemp-
tions from being implemented or continued if the implementations or
continuations will adversely impact the allocation of federal funds to the
Department of Transportation; directing the department to notify a sign
owner that the sign must be removed if federal funds are adversely
impacted; authorizing the department to remove the sign and assess
costs to the sign owner under certain circumstances; amending s. 479.24,
F.S.; clarifying provisions relating to compensation paid for the depart-
ment’s acquisition of lawful signs; amending s. 479.25, F.S.; revising
provisions relating to local government action with respect to erection of
noise-attenuation barriers that block views of lawfully erected signs;
deleting provisions to conform to changes made by the act; amending s.
479.261, F.S.; expanding the logo sign program to the limited access
highway system; conforming provisions related to a logo sign program on
the limited access highway system; amending s. 479.262, F.S.; clarifying
provisions relating to the tourist-oriented directional sign program;
limiting the placement of such signs to intersections on certain rural
roads; prohibiting such signs in urban areas or at interchanges on
freeways or expressways; amending s. 479.313, F.S.; requiring a per-
mittee to pay the cost of removing certain signs following the cancella-
tion of the permit for the sign; repealing s. 76 of chapter 2012-174, Laws
of Florida, relating to authorizing the department to seek Federal
Highway Administration approval of a tourist-oriented commerce sign
pilot program and directing the department to submit the approved pilot
program for legislative approval; establishing a pilot program for the
School District of Palm Beach County authorizing signage on certain
school district property to recognize the names of the school district’s
business partners; providing for expiration of the program; requiring the
Florida Transportation Commission to study the potential for state
revenue from parking meters and other parking time-limit devices; au-
thorizing to commission to retain experts; requiring the department to
pay for the experts; requiring certain information from municipalities
and counties; requiring certain information to be considered in the
study; requiring a written report; providing for the removal of parking
meters and parking time-limit devices under certain circumstance;
providing for municipalities and counties to pay the cost of removal;
providing for a moratorium on new parking meters of other parking
time-limit devices on the state right-of-way; providing an exception;
amending s. 2 of chapter 85-364, Laws of Florida, relating to the De-
partment of Transportation; authorizing tolls from the Pinellas Bayway
to be used for maintenance costs; removing provisions for funding of
certain projects; amending s. 110.205, F.S.; conforming cross-references;
providing effective dates.

—was read the third time by title.

On motion by Senator Brandes, HB 7175 was passed and certified to
the House. The vote on passage was:

Yeas—40

Mr. President Flores Negron
Abruzzo Galvano Richter
Altman Garcia Ring
Bean Gardiner Sachs
Benacquisto Gibson Simmons
Bradley Grimsley Simpson
Brandes Hays Smith
Braynon Hukill Sobel
Bullard Joyner Soto
Clemens Latvala Stargel
Dean Lee Thompson
Detert Legg Thrasher
Diaz de la Portilla Margolis

Evers Montford

Nays—None
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INTRODUCTION OF FORMER SENATORS

The President introduced former Senator, Congressman Daniel Web-
ster, who was present in the chamber.

CS for HB 7095—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the profes-
sional sports facilities incentive application process; amending s. 212.20,
F.S.; providing for the distribution of a specified amount of tax proceeds
to certain applicants of the professional sports facility incentive pro-
gram; prohibiting the Department of Revenue from distributing more
than a specified amount to program applicants; amending s. 218.64, F.S.;
authorizing municipalities and counties to use local government half-
cent sales tax distributions to reimburse the state for funding received
under the professional sports facility incentive program; amending s.
288.0001, F.S.; requiring the Office of Economic and Demographic Re-
search and the Office of Program Policy Analysis and Government Ac-
countability to provide a detailed analysis of the professional sports fa-
cility incentive program; creating s. 288.11625, F.S.; creating the
professional sports facility incentive program; providing definitions; re-
quiring certain professional sports franchises to meet additional re-
quirements to be a beneficiary; providing application requirements and
procedures; providing procedures and criteria for the evaluation of ap-
plications and the recommendation of applications for a distribution of
state funds; providing that an applicant must receive legislative ap-
proval of its application in order to receive state funding; requiring an
applicant whose application is approved by the Legislature to enter into
a contract with the Department of Economic Opportunity containing
specified terms in order to become certified; providing for the duration of
certain certifications; providing for the distribution of state funds to
certified applicants; requiring certified applicants to submit an annual
analysis including specified information; restricting the amount of state
funds that may be provided to certified applicants in a specified period;
restricting the use of state funds received by a certified applicant to
specified purposes; providing for the repayment of distributions under
certain circumstances; requiring the department to submit an annual
report containing specified information to the Governor and Legislature;
requiring the Auditor General to conduct an audit of the program; au-
thorizing the Department of Revenue to recover improperly expended
distributions at the request of the Auditor General; providing for the
halting of distributions; authorizing the Department of Economic Op-
portunity to adopt rules; amending s. 288.1166, F.S.; requiring a local
government to issue an emergency declaration in order to designate a
professional sports facility constructed with financial assistance from
the state as a shelter site for the homeless; providing an effective date.

—as amended May 1 was read the third time by title.

RECONSIDERATION OF AMENDMENT

On motion by Senator Latvala, the Senate reconsidered the vote by
which engrossed Amendment 1 (829928) was adopted.

Senator Latvala moved the following amendment to Amendment 1
(829928) which was adopted by two-thirds vote:

Amendment 1A (138212)—Delete lines 537-550 and insert:

(e) Requires the applicant to reimburse the state by electing to do one
of the following:

1. After all distributions have been made, reimburse at the end of the
contract term any amount by which the total distributions made under s.
212.20(6)(d)6.f. exceed actual new incremental state sales taxes generated
by sales at the facility during the contract, plus a 5 percent penalty on that
amount.

2. After the applicant begins to submit the independent analysis
under paragraph (c), reimburse each year any amount by which the
previous year’s annual distribution exceeds 75 percent of the actual new
incremental state sales taxes generated by sales at the facility.

Any reimbursement due to the state must be made within 90 days after the
applicable distribution under this paragraph. If the applicant is unable
or unwilling to reimburse the state for such amount, the department may
place a lien on the applicant’s facility. If the applicant is a municipality or
county, it may reimburse the state from its half-cent sales tax allocation,
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as provided in s. 218.64(3). Reimbursements must be sent to the De-
partment of Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue Fund.

Amendment 1 (829928) as amended was adopted by two-thirds vote.

On motion by Senator Latvala, CS for HB 7095 as amended was
passed and certified to the House. The vote on passage was:

Yeas—35

Mr. President Gardiner Richter
Abruzzo Gibson Ring
Altman Grimsley Sachs
Bean Hays Simmons
Bradley Hukill Simpson
Brandes Joyner Smith
Braynon Latvala Sobel
Bullard Lee Soto
Clemens Legg Stargel
Detert Margolis Thompson
Diaz de la Portilla Montford Thrasher
Galvano Negron

Nays—3

Benacquisto Evers Garcia

Vote after roll call:
Yea—Dean

Yea to Nay—Lee

CS for CS for HB 1363—A bill to be entitled An act relating to vessel
safety; amending s. 327.44, F.S.; defining terms; authorizing the Fish
and Wildlife Conservation Commission and certain law enforcement
agencies or officers to relocate or remove vessels that unreasonably or
unnecessarily constitute a navigational hazard or interfere with another
vessel; exempting the commission or a law enforcement agency or officer
from liability for damages to such a vessel caused by the relocation or
removal thereof; providing an exception; specifying requirements for
contractors relocating or removing a vessel at the direction of the com-
mission or a law enforcement agency or officer; providing that the
commission or a law enforcement agency may recover from the vessel
owner its costs for the relocation or removal of such a vessel; requiring
the Department of Legal Affairs to represent the commission in actions
to recover such costs; amending ss. 376.15 and 823.11, F.S.; defining
terms; authorizing the commission and certain law enforcement agen-
cies and officers to relocate or remove a derelict vessel from public wa-
ters; exempting the commission or a law enforcement agency or officer
from liability for damages to such a vessel caused by the relocation or
removal thereof; providing an exception; expanding costs recoverable by
the commission or a law enforcement agency against the owner of a
derelict vessel for the relocation or removal thereof; specifying require-
ments for contractors relocating or removing a vessel at the direction of
the commission or a law enforcement agency or officer; abrogating the
power of the commission to remove certain abandoned vessels and re-
cover its costs therefor; conforming a cross-reference; amending ss.
376.11 and 705.101, F.S.; conforming cross-references; providing an ef-
fective date.

—was read the third time by title.

On motion by Senator Bradley, CS for CS for HB 1363 was passed
and certified to the House. The vote on passage was:

Yeas—40

Mr. President Braynon Flores
Abruzzo Bullard Galvano
Altman Clemens Garcia
Bean Dean Gardiner
Benacquisto Detert Gibson
Bradley Diaz de la Portilla Grimsley
Brandes Evers Hays
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Hukill Negron Sobel
Joyner Richter Soto
Latvala Ring Stargel
Lee Sachs Thompson
Legg Simmons Thrasher
Margolis Simpson

Montford Smith

Nays—None

379.363(1)(h) and (i), F.S., relating to the annual gear license fee; re-
pealing s. 379.3635, F.S., relating to haul seine and trawl permits to be
used in Lake Okeechobee; amending ss. 379.101, 379.208, and 379.401,
F.S.; conforming cross-references; providing an effective date.

—was read the third time by title.

On motion by Senator Dean, CS for CS for HB 955 was passed and
certified to the House. The vote on passage was:

CS for CS for HB 433—A bill to be entitled An act relating to edu-
cator certification; amending s. 1004.04, F.S.; providing requirements for
certain instructional personnel who supervise or direct preservice field
experience; amending s. 1012.56, F.S.; deleting an obsolete provision;
revising acceptable means of demonstrating mastery of general knowl-
edge, subject area knowledge, and professional preparation and educa-
tion competence; requiring the State Board of Education to adopt rules;
revising components of a competency-based professional development
certification and education competency program; repealing s.
1012.56(17), F.S., relating to a study to compare the performance of
certain certificateholders; amending s. 1012.585, F.S.; revising certain
requirements for the renewal or reinstatement of a professional certifi-
cate; providing an effective date.

—as amended May 1 was read the third time by title.

On motion by Senator Stargel, CS for CS for HB 433 as amended was
passed and certified to the House. The vote on passage was:

Yeas—40

Mr. President Flores Negron
Abruzzo Galvano Richter
Altman Garcia Ring
Bean Gardiner Sachs
Benacquisto Gibson Simmons
Bradley Grimsley Simpson
Brandes Hays Smith
Braynon Hukill Sobel
Bullard Joyner Soto
Clemens Latvala Stargel
Dean Lee Thompson
Detert Legg Thrasher
Diaz de la Portilla Margolis

Evers Montford

Nays—None

SENATOR THRASHER PRESIDING

HB 7171—A bill to be entitled An act relating to establishing mini-
mum water flows and levels for water bodies; exempting specified rules
from legislative ratification under s. 120.541(3), F.S.; requiring the De-
partment of Environmental Protection to publish a certain notice; pro-
viding an effective date.

—was read the third time by title.

On motion by Senator Dean, HB 7171 was passed and certified to the
House. The vote on passage was:

Yeas—38

Mr. President Flores Negron
Altman Galvano Richter
Bean Garcia Ring
Benacquisto Gibson Sachs
Bradley Grimsley Simmons
Brandes Hays Simpson
Braynon Hukill Smith
Bullard Joyner Sobel
Clemens Latvala Soto
Dean Lee Stargel
Detert Legg Thompson
Diaz de la Portilla Margolis Thrasher
Evers Montford

Nays—None

Vote after roll call:

Yea—Abruzzo

CS for CS for HB 955—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission; amending s. 327.355, F.S.;
providing that a boating safety course may be offered in a classroom or
online; conforming provisions relating to the reassignment of the boating
safety program from the Department of Environmental Protection to the
commission; amending s. 327.4105, F.S.; requiring the commission to
submit an updated report relating to the regulation of mooring vessels;
extending the expiration date of the pilot program for the regulation of
mooring vessels; amending s. 327.731, F.S.; providing that a boating
safety course may be offered in a classroom or online; eliminating an
exemption from boating safety education requirements for boating law
violators; amending s. 328.72, F.S.; expanding a county’s authorization
to use moneys collected from vessel registration fees; repealing s.
379.2257(3), F.S., relating to a charge to be applied to areas covered by
cooperative agreements with the United States Forest Service over and
above the license fee for hunting; amending s. 379.247, F.S.; removing
provisions relating to noncommercial trawling; amending s. 379.353,
F.S.; conforming provisions relating to the change in responsibility for
providing developmental disabilities services from the Department of
Children and Families to the Agency for Persons with Disabilities;
amending s. 379.354, F.S.; clarifying the activities authorized under an
annual military gold sportsman’s license; repealing s. 379.355, F.S., re-
lating to special recreational spiny lobster licenses; repealing s.

Yeas—39

Abruzzo Flores Montford
Altman Galvano Negron
Bean Garcia Richter
Benacquisto Gardiner Ring
Bradley Gibson Sachs
Brandes Grimsley Simmons
Braynon Hays Simpson
Bullard Hukill Smith
Clemens Joyner Sobel
Dean Latvala Soto
Detert Lee Stargel
Diaz de la Portilla Legg Thompson
Evers Margolis Thrasher
Nays—None

Vote after roll call:

Yea—Mr. President

Consideration of HB 7089 and CS for HB 7093 was deferred.

HB 7089—A bill to be entitled An act relating to ratification of rules of
the Department of Environmental Protection; ratifying specified rules
relating to qualifications and performance reviews of contractors per-
forming certain site rehabilitation activities for petroleum contaminated
sites, and procedures for procurement of such contractors, for the sole
and exclusive purpose of satisfying any condition on effectiveness pur-
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suant to s. 120.541(3), F.S., which requires ratification of any rule
meeting any specified thresholds for likely adverse impact or increase in
regulatory costs; providing applicability; providing an effective date.

—was read the third time by title.

On motion by Senator Dean, HB 7089 was passed and certified to the
House. The vote on passage was:

Yeas—39

Abruzzo Flores Montford
Altman Galvano Negron
Bean Garcia Richter
Benacquisto Gardiner Ring
Bradley Gibson Sachs
Brandes Grimsley Simmons
Braynon Hays Simpson
Bullard Hukill Smith
Clemens Joyner Sobel
Dean Latvala Soto
Detert Lee Stargel
Diaz de la Portilla Legg Thompson
Evers Margolis Thrasher
Nays—None

Vote after roll call:

Yea—Mor. President

THE PRESIDENT PRESIDING

CS for CS for HB 797—A bill to be entitled An act relating to clerks
of court; amending s. 40.32, F.S.; authorizing jurors and witnesses to be
paid by check; amending s. 77.27, F.S.; conforming a provision to changes
made by the act; amending s. 77.28, F.S.; requiring a party applying for
garnishment to pay a deposit to the garnishee, rather than in the reg-
istry of the court; deleting a provision that requires the clerk to collect a
specified fee; amending s. 197.432, F.S.; providing requirements for the
sale of tax certificates; amending s. 197.472, F.S.; revising requirements
for the redemption of tax certificates; amending s. 197.502, F.S.; re-
quiring the certificateholder to pay costs of resale within a specified
number of days under certain circumstances; providing circumstances
under which land shall be placed on a specified list; deleting a provision
relating to a notification procedure; amending s. 197.542, F.S.; requiring
the certificateholder to pay a specified amount of the assessed value of
the homestead under certain circumstances; providing circumstances
under which land shall be placed on a specified list; amending s. 197.582,
F.S.; clarifying notice requirements; providing for excess proceeds re-
lating to unclaimed property; requiring the clerk to ensure that excess
funds are paid according to specified priorities; providing for inter-
pleader actions and the award of reasonable fees and costs; providing an
effective date.

—was read the third time by title.

On motion by Senator Ring, CS for CS for HB 797 was passed and
certified to the House. The vote on passage was:

Yeas—40

Mr. President Diaz de la Portilla Lee
Abruzzo Evers Legg
Altman Flores Margolis
Bean Galvano Montford
Benacquisto Garcia Negron
Bradley Gardiner Richter
Brandes Gibson Ring
Braynon Grimsley Sachs
Bullard Hays Simmons
Clemens Hukill Simpson
Dean Joyner Smith
Detert Latvala Sobel

JOURNAL OF THE SENATE

May 2, 2014
Soto Thompson
Stargel Thrasher
Nays—None

CS for CS for HB 791—A bill to be entitled An act relating to coastal
management; amending s. 161.053, F.S.; revising permit requirements
for coastal construction and excavation; authorizing the Department of
Environmental Protection, in consultation with the Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission, to grant areawide permits for certain struc-
tures; requiring the department to adopt rules; creating s. 258.435, F.S.;
requiring the Department of Environmental Protection to promote the
public use of aquatic preserves and their associated uplands; authorizing
the department to receive gifts and donations for specified purposes;
providing restrictions for moneys received; authorizing the department
to grant privileges and concessions for accommodation of visitors in and
use of aquatic preserves and their associated uplands; providing criteria
for granting such concessions; providing restrictions on such privileges
and concessions and prohibiting them from being assigned or transferred
without the department’s consent; requiring the department to post
descriptions of proposed privileges and concessions on the department’s
website; requiring the department to provide an opportunity for public
comment on agreements for such privileges and concessions; amending
s. 380.276, F.S.; authorizing the department to allow state agencies and
local governments to use additional safety and warning devices at public
beaches under certain conditions; providing an effective date.

—as amended May 1 was read the third time by title.

RECONSIDERATION OF AMENDMENT

On motion by Senator Bean, the Senate reconsidered the vote by
which Amendment 1 (797858) was adopted.

Pursuant to Rule 7.1(1), there being no objection, consideration of the
following late-filed amendment was allowed:

Senator Bean moved the following amendment to Amendment 1
(797858) which was adopted by two-thirds vote:

Amendment 1A (875840)—Delete line 22 and insert:
access and contains less than 7,000 feet of shoreline if

Amendment 1 (797858) as amended was adopted by two-thirds vote.

On motion by Senator Bean, CS for CS for HB 791 as amended was
passed and certified to the House. The vote on passage was:

Yeas—39

Mr. President Evers Margolis
Abruzzo Flores Montford
Altman Galvano Negron
Bean Garcia Richter
Benacquisto Gardiner Ring
Bradley Gibson Sachs
Brandes Grimsley Simmons
Braynon Hays Simpson
Bullard Hukill Smith
Clemens Joyner Sobel
Dean Latvala Soto
Detert Lee Stargel
Diaz de la Portilla Legg Thompson
Nays—None

Vote after roll call:

Yea—Thrasher

CS for CS for HB 711—A bill to be entitled An act relating to public
meetings and public records; amending s. 381.82, F.S.; providing an
exemption from public records requirements for research grant appli-
cations provided to the Alzheimer’s Disease Research Grant Advisory
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Board under the Ed and Ethel Moore Alzheimer’s Disease Research
Program and records generated by the board relating to review of the
applications; providing an exemption from public meetings requirements
for those portions of meetings of the board during which the research
grant applications are discussed; requiring the recording of closed por-
tions of meetings; authorizing disclosure of such confidential information
under certain circumstances; providing for legislative review and repeal
of the exemptions; providing a statement of public necessity; providing a
contingent effective date.

—was read the third time by title.

On motion by Senator Richter, CS for CS for HB 711 was passed by
the required constitutional two-thirds vote of the members present and
voting and certified to the House. The vote on passage was:

Yeas—40

Mr. President Flores Negron
Abruzzo Galvano Richter
Altman Garcia Ring
Bean Gardiner Sachs
Benacquisto Gibson Simmons
Bradley Grimsley Simpson
Brandes Hays Smith
Braynon Hukill Sobel
Bullard Joyner Soto
Clemens Latvala Stargel
Dean Lee Thompson
Detert Legg Thrasher
Diaz de la Portilla Margolis

Evers Montford

Nays—None

CS for CS for HB 709—A bill to be entitled An act relating to Alz-
heimer’s disease; amending s. 252.355, F.S.; requiring the Division of
Emergency Management, in coordination with local emergency man-
agement agencies, to maintain a registry of persons with special needs;
requiring the division to develop and maintain a special needs shelter
registration program by a specified date; requiring specified agencies
and authorizing specified health care providers to provide registration
information to special needs clients or their caregivers and to assist
emergency management agencies in registering persons for special
needs shelters; amending s. 381.0303, F.S.; providing additional staffing
requirements for special needs shelters; requiring special needs shelters
to establish designated shelter areas for persons with Alzheimer’s dis-
ease or related forms of dementia; authorizing the Department of
Health, in coordination with the division, to adopt rules relating to
standards for the special needs registration program; creating s. 381.82,
F.S.; establishing the Ed and Ethel Moore Alzheimer’s Disease Research
Program within the department; requiring the program to provide
grants and fellowships for research relating to Alzheimer’s disease;
creating the Alzheimer’s Disease Research Grant Advisory Board; pro-
viding for appointment and terms of members; providing for organiza-
tion, duties, and operating procedures of the board; requiring the de-
partment to provide staff to assist the board in carrying out its duties;
requiring the board to annually submit recommendations for proposals
to be funded; requiring a report to the Governor, Legislature, and State
Surgeon General; exempting certain activities of the board from the
Administrative Procedure Act; authorizing the department to adopt
rules; providing that implementation of the program is subject to ap-
propriation; amending s. 430.502, F.S.; updating the name of the mem-
ory disorder clinic established in Brevard County; requiring the De-
partment of Elderly Affairs to develop minimum performance standards
for memory disorder clinics to receive base-level annual funding; re-
quiring the department to provide incentive-based funding, subject to
appropriation, for certain memory disorder clinics; providing an effective
date.

—was read the third time by title.

On motion by Senator Richter, CS for CS for HB 709 was passed and
certified to the House. The vote on passage was:
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Yeas—38
Mr. President Evers Negron
Abruzzo Flores Richter
Altman Galvano Ring
Bean Garcia Sachs
Benacquisto Gardiner Simmons
Bradley Gibson Simpson
Brandes Grimsley Smith
Braynon Hays Sobel
Bullard Hukill Soto
Clemens Latvala Stargel
Dean Lee Thompson
Detert Legg Thrasher
Diaz de la Portilla Montford
Nays—None

By direction of the President, the rules were waived and the Senate
reverted to—

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES

The Honorable Don Gaetz, President

I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of Representatives
has passed CS for CS for SB 850, with 1 amendment, and requests the
concurrence of the Senate.

Robert L. “Bob” Ward, Clerk

CS for CS for SB 850—A bill to be entitled An act relating to edu-
cation; amending s. 1001.42, F.S.; requiring a school that includes cer-
tain grades to include information, data, and instructional strategies in
its school improvement plan; requiring a school that includes certain
grades to implement an early warning system based on indicators to
identify students in need of additional academic support; amending s.
1002.32, F.S.; revising the kind of 1ab schools that receive a proportional
share of the sparsity supplement; amending s. 1003.42, F.S.; providing
State Board of Education duties relating to middle grades courses;
amending s. 1003.4203, F.S.; requiring a district school board, in con-
sultation with the district school superintendent, to make CAPE Digital
Tool certificates and CAPE industry certifications available to students,
including students with disabilities, in prekindergarten through grade
12, to enable students to attain digital skills; providing eligibility for
additional FTE funding; requiring innovative programs and courses that
combine academic and career instructional tools and industry certifica-
tions into education for both college and career preparedness; providing
for additional FTE funding; providing for grade point average calcula-
tion; requiring the Department of Education to collaborate with Florida
educators and school leaders to provide technical assistance to district
school boards regarding implementation; authorizing public schools to
provide students with access to third-party assessment centers and ca-
reer and professional academy curricula; encouraging third-party as-
sessment providers and career and professional academy curricula pro-
viders to provide annual training; amending s. 1003.4281, F.S.; deleting
calculations for paid and unpaid high school credits; amending s.
1003.4285, F.S.; revising requirements to earn a Scholar designation on
a standard high school diploma; revising requirements to earn a Merit
designation on a standard high school diploma; creating s. 1003.4298,
F.S.; requiring the third-party assessment center providers to report
return on investment to students and students’ families regarding
completing CAPE industry certifications and CAPE Digital Tool certi-
ficates; providing criteria for the return on investment report; amending
s. 1003.4935, F.S.; authorizing additional FTE funding for certain Di-
gital Tool certificates and industry certifications; amending s. 1003.53,
F.S.; authorizing dropout prevention and academic intervention services
for a student identified by a school’s early warning system; amending s.
1006.135, F.S.; including middle grades schools under provisions prohi-
biting hazing; revising the definition of the term “hazing”; requiring a
school district policy that prohibits hazing and establishes consequences
for an act of hazing; revising penalty provisions and providing for ap-
plicability; creating s. 1007.273, F.S.; requiring a Florida College System
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institution to work with each district school board in its designated
service area to establish a collegiate high school program; providing
options for participation in a collegiate high school program; requiring a
Florida College System institution to execute a contract with each dis-
trict school board in its designated service area to establish the program;
authorizing another Florida College System institution to execute a
contract with the district school board in certain circumstances; requir-
ing each district school board to execute the contract with the local
Florida College System institution; requiring the contract to be executed
by a specified date for the purpose of implementation; specifying in-
formation that must be included in the contract; specifying requirements
for student performance contracts for students participating in the col-
legiate high school program; providing the calculation for funding the
collegiate high school program; prohibiting a Florida College System
institution from reporting certain funds for purposes of funding or re-
ceiving the standard tuition rate per credit hour for a student enrolled in
a dual enrollment course at the institution unless the institution es-
tablishes a collegiate high school program; authorizing district school
boards to execute a contract with a state university or certain in-
dependent colleges and universities to establish the collegiate high
school program; amending s. 1008.44, F.S.; requiring the department to
annually identify CAPE Digital Tool certificates and CAPE industry
certifications; authorizing the Commissioner of Education to recommend
adding certain certificates and certifications; providing requirements for
inclusion of CAPE Digital Tool certificates and CAPE industry certifi-
cations on the funding list; authorizing the commissioner to limit certain
Digital Tool certificates and CAPE industry certifications to students in
certain grades; providing requirements for the Articulation Coordinating
Committee; amending s. 1011.62, F.S; specifying requirements relating
to additional FTE funding based on completion of certain courses or
programs and issuance of CAPE industry certification; deleting obsolete
provisions; deleting provisions regarding Florida Cyber Security Re-
cognition, Florida Digital Arts Recognition, and Florida Digital Tool
Certificates; amending s. 1012.98, F.S.; providing requirements relating
to professional development, including inservice plans and instructional
strategies, for middle grades educators; requiring the Department of
Education to disseminate professional development in the use of in-
tegrated digital instruction; renaming the Florida Agricultural and
Mechanical University Crestview Education Center as the “Senator
Durell Peaden, Jr., FAMU Educational Center”; providing an effective
date.

House Amendment 1 (937491) (with title amendment)—Remove
everything after the enacting clause and insert:

Section 1. Subsection (18) of section 1001.42, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1001.42 Powers and duties of district school board.—The district
school board, acting as a board, shall exercise all powers and perform all
duties listed below:

(18) IMPLEMENT SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT AND ACCOUNT-
ABILITY.—Maintain a state system of school improvement and educa-
tion accountability as provided by statute and State Board of Education
rule. This system of school improvement and education accountability
shall be consistent with, and implemented through, the district’s con-
tinuing system of planning and budgeting required by this section and
ss. 1008.385, 1010.01, and 1011.01. This system of school improvement
and education accountability shall comply with the provisions of ss.
1008.33, 1008.34, 1008.345, and 1008.385 and include the following:

(a) School improvement plans.—

1. The district school board shall annually approve and require im-
plementation of a new, amended, or continuation school improvement
plan for each school in the district. If a school has a significant gap in
achievement on statewide assessments pursuant to s. 1008.34(3)(b) by
one or more student subgroups, as defined in the federal Elementary and
Secondary Education Act (ESEA), 20 U.S.C. s. 6311(b)2)(C)(v)(ID); has
not significantly decreased the percentage of students scoring below
satisfactory on statewide assessments; or has significantly lower gra-
duation rates for a subgroup when compared to the state’s graduation
rate, that school’s improvement plan shall include strategies for im-
proving these results. The state board shall adopt rules establishing
thresholds and for determining compliance with this subparagraph

paragraph.
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2. A school that includes any of grades 6, 7, or 8 shall include an-
nually in its school improvement plan information and data on the
school’s early warning system required under paragraph (b), including a
list of the early warning indicators used in the system, the number of
students identified by the system as exhibiting two or more early warning
indicators, the number of students by grade level that exhibit each early
warning indicator, and a description of all intervention strategies em-
ployed by the school to improve the academic performance of students
identified by the early warning system. In addition, a school that includes
any of grades 6, 7, or 8 shall describe in its school improvement plan the
strategies used by the school to implement the instructional practices for
middle grades emphasized by the district’s professional development
system pursuant to s. 1012.98(4)(b)9.

(b) Early warning system.—

1. A school that includes any of grades 6, 7, or 8 shall implement an
early warning system to identify students in grades 6, 7, and 8 who need
additional support to improve academic performance and stay engaged in
school. The early warning system must include the following early
warning indicators:

a. Attendance below 90 percent, regardless of whether absence is ex-
cused or a result of out-of-school suspension.

b. One or more suspensions, whether in school or out of school.
c. Course failure in English Language Arts or mathematics.

d. A Level 1 score on the statewide, standardized assessments in
English Language Arts or mathematics.

A school district may identify additional early warning indicators for use
in a school’s early warning system.

2. When a student exhibits two or more early warning indicators, the
school’s child study team under s. 1003.02 or a school-based team formed
for the purpose of implementing the requirements of this paragraph shall
convene to determine appropriate intervention strategies for the student.
The school shall provide at least 10 days’ written notice of the meeting to
the student’s parent, indicating the meeting’s purpose, time, and location,
and provide the parent the opportunity to participate.

(¢)&) Public disclosure.—The district school board shall provide in-
formation regarding the performance of students and educational pro-
grams as required pursuant to ss. 1008.22 and 1008.385 and implement
a system of school reports as required by statute and State Board of
Education rule which shall include schools operating for the purpose of
providing educational services to youth in Department of Juvenile Jus-
tice programs, and for those schools, report on the elements specified in
s. 1003.52(19). Annual public disclosure reports shall be in an easy-to-
read report card format and shall include the school’s grade, high school
graduation rate calculated without GED tests, disaggregated by student
ethnicity, and performance data as specified in state board rule.

(d)t¢) School improvement funds.—The district school board shall
provide funds to schools for developing and implementing school im-
provement plans. Such funds shall include those funds appropriated for
the purpose of school improvement pursuant to s. 24.121(5)(c).

Section 2. Subsection (1) of section 1003.02, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1003.02 District school board operation and control of public K-12
education within the school district.—As provided in part II of chapter
1001, district school boards are constitutionally and statutorily charged
with the operation and control of public K-12 education within their
school district. The district school boards must establish, organize, and
operate their public K-12 schools and educational programs, employees,
and facilities. Their responsibilities include staff development, public K-
12 school student education including education for exceptional students
and students in juvenile justice programs, special programs, adult edu-
cation programs, and career education programs. Additionally, district
school boards must:

(1) Provide for the proper accounting for all students of school age,
for the attendance and control of students at school, and for proper at-
tention to health, safety, and other matters relating to the welfare of
students in the following areas fields:
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(a) Admission, classification, promotion, and graduation of stu-
dents.—Adopt rules for admitting, classifying, promoting, and graduat-
ing students to or from the various schools of the district.

(b) Enforcement of attendance laws.—Provide for the enforcement of
all laws and rules relating to the attendance of students at school. Dis-
trict school boards are authorized to establish policies that allow accu-
mulated unexcused tardies, regardless of when they occur during the
school day, and early departures from school to be recorded as unexcused
absences. District school boards are also authorized to establish policies
that require referral to a school’s child study team for students who have
fewer absences than the number required by s. 1003.26(1)(b).

(¢) Control of students.—

1. Adopt rules for the control, attendance, discipline, in-school sus-
pension, suspension, and expulsion of students and decide all cases re-
commended for expulsion.

2. Maintain a code of student conduct as provided in chapter 1006.
(d) Courses of study and instructional materials.—

1. Provide adequate instructional materials for all students as fol-
lows and in accordance with the requirements of chapter 1006, in the
core courses of mathematics, language arts, social studies, science,
reading, and literature, except for instruction for which the school ad-
visory council approves the use of a program that does not include a
textbook as a major tool of instruction.

2. Adopt courses of study for use in the schools of the district.

3. Provide for proper requisitioning, distribution, accounting, sto-
rage, care, and use of all instructional materials as may be needed, and
ensure that instructional materials used in the district are consistent
with the district goals and objectives and the curriculum frameworks
approved by the State Board of Education, as well as with the state and
school district performance standards required by law and state board
rule.

(e) Transportation.—Make provision for the transportation of stu-
dents to the public schools or school activities they are required or ex-
pected to attend, efficiently and economically, in accordance with the
requirements of chapter 1006, which function may be accomplished, in
whole or part, by means of an interlocal agreement under s. 163.01.

(f) Facilities and school plant.—

1. Approve and adopt a districtwide school facilities program, in ac-
cordance with the requirements of chapter 1013.

2. Approve plans for locating, planning, constructing, sanitating,
insuring, maintaining, protecting, and condemning school property as
prescribed in chapter 1013.

3. Approve and adopt a districtwide school building program.

4. Select and purchase school sites, playgrounds, and recreational
areas located at centers at which schools are to be constructed, of ade-
quate size to meet the needs of projected students to be accommodated.

5. Approve the proposed purchase of any site, playground, or re-
creational area for which school district funds are to be used.

6. Expand existing sites.

7. Rent buildings when necessary, which function may be accom-
plished, in whole or part, by means of an interlocal agreement under s.
163.01.

8. Enter into leases or lease-purchase arrangements, in accordance
with the requirements and conditions provided in s. 1013.15(2).

9. Provide for the proper supervision of construction.

10. Make or contract for additions, alterations, and repairs on
buildings and other school properties.
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11. Ensure that all plans and specifications for buildings provide
adequately for the safety and well-being of students, as well as for
economy of construction.

12. Provide adequately for the proper maintenance and upkeep of
school plants, which function may be accomplished, in whole or part, by
means of an interlocal agreement under s. 163.01.

13. Carry insurance on every school building in all school plants
including contents, boilers, and machinery, except buildings of three
classrooms or less which are of frame construction and located in a tenth
class public protection zone as defined by the Florida Inspection and
Rating Bureau, and on all school buses and other property under the
control of the district school board or title to which is vested in the
district school board, except as exceptions may be authorized under rules
of the State Board of Education.

14. Condemn and prohibit the use for public school purposes of any
building under the control of the district school board.

(g) School operation.—

1. Provide for the operation of all public schools as free schools for a
term of 180 days or the equivalent on an hourly basis as specified by
rules of the State Board of Education; determine district school funds
necessary in addition to state funds to operate all schools for the mini-
mum term; and arrange for the levying of district school taxes necessary
to provide the amount needed from district sources.

2. Prepare, adopt, and timely submit to the Department of Educa-
tion, as required by law and by rules of the State Board of Education, the
annual school budget, so as to promote the improvement of the district
school system.

(h) Records and reports.—

1. Keep all necessary records and make all needed and required re-
ports, as required by law or by rules of the State Board of Education.

2. At regular intervals require reports to be made by principals or
teachers in all public schools to the parents of the students enrolled and
in attendance at their schools, apprising them of the academic and other
progress being made by the student and giving other useful information.

(i) Parental notification of acceleration options.—At the beginning of
each school year, notify parents of students in or entering high school of
the opportunity and benefits of advanced placement, International
Baccalaureate, Advanced International Certificate of Education, dual
enrollment, and Florida Virtual School courses and options for early
graduation under s. 1003.4281.

() Return on investment.—Notify the parent of a student who earns
an industry certification that articulates for postsecondary credit of the
estimated cost savings to the parent before the student’s high school
graduation versus the cost of acquiring such certification after high school
graduation, which would include the tuition and fees associated with
available postsecondary credits. Also, the student and the parent must be
informed of any additional industry certifications available to the stu-
dent.

Section 3. Subsection (1) of section 1003.42, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1003.42 Required instruction.—

(1) Each district school board shall provide all courses required for
middle grades promotion, high school graduation, and appropriate in-
struction designed to ensure that students meet State Board of Educa-
tion adopted standards in the following subject areas: reading and other
language arts, mathematics, science, social studies, foreign languages,
health and physical education, and the arts. The state board must remove
a middle grades course in the Course Code Directory that does not fully
integrate all appropriate curricular content required by s. 1003.41 and
may approve a new course only if it meets the required curricular content.

Section 4. Section 1003.4203, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
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1003.4203 Digital materials, digital tool reeegnitions; certificates,
career innovation courses, academic acceleration industry certifications,
and technical assistance.—

(1) CAREER AND PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION (CAPE) DIGI-
TAL MATERIALS.—

(a) Each district school board;in-eonsultation-with-the-distriet-sehool

} s shall make available career and professional education
(CAPE) digital materlals that enable for students in kindergarten pre-
kindergarten through grade 12 in—erderto—enablestudents to access
certificates, career innovation courses, or academic acceleration industry
certifications attain—digital-skills. The CAPE digital materials may be
integrated into subject area curricula, offered as & separate courses
eeurse, made available through open-access options, or deployed through

online or digital computer applications;subjeet-to-available funding.

(b)2) Beginningwith-the 2013-2014-sehoelyear; Each district school
board: s shall

—in—eonsultation—with—the—distriet—sechool superintendent;
make available CAPE digital and—instruetional materials, including
software applications, to students with disabilities who are in kinder-
garten prekindergarten through grade 12. The availability of CAPE di-
gital materials must be communicated to a student’s parent during the
development of the student’s individual educational plan. CAPE digital
materials must thereafter be offered to a student in accordance with the
student’s individual educational plan, as applicable.

(2)83) DIGITAL TOOL CERTIFICATES.—Digital tool certificates are
identified on the Industry Certification Funding List, pursuant to s.
1008.44, and recognize the digital competencies necessary for a student’s
academic success and future employment. Targeted skills to be mastered
by a student to earn the certificates include, but are not limited to, word
processing; spreadsheets; digital arts; cyber security; coding; and devel-

opment of sound motion, and color presentatwns Subjeet—te—fwaﬂable

department shall notlfy each school dlstrlct When the certLﬁcates re-

eognitions are developed and available. The certificates reeognitions

shall be made available to all public elementary and middle school
students at-ne-eest-to-the-distriets-or-charter-sehools.

eegm%}eﬂ— The school dlstrlct shall notlfy each elementary and mlddle
school advisory council of the methods of delivery of the open-access
content and assessments for the certificates. If there is no elementary or
middle school advisory council, notification must be provided to the
district advisory council.
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te) The Legislature intends that by July 1, 2018, on an annual basis,
at least 75 percent of public elementary and mlddle grades students earn

a digital tool FleridaDigital- Teels certificate.

(3) CAREER INNOVATION COURSES.—A career innovation
course is a course that combines academic content with embedded career
content to provide students with an opportunity to concurrently earn
postsecondary credit and an industry certification. An approved career
innovation course must incorporate at least two third-party assessments,
one of which articulates to postsecondary credit and one of which results
in the attainment of an industry certification identified on the Industry
Certification Funding List.

(49 ACADEMIC ACCELERATION INDUSTRY CERTIFICA-
TIONS.—An academic acceleration industry certification is an industry
certification identified on the Industry Certification Funding List that
articulates for 15 or more postsecondary credit hours.

(5) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE —The Department of Education er
shall collaborate with
Florida educators and school leaders to provide technical assistance to
district school boards in the implementation of this section and s.
1006.281. Technical assistance to districts shall include, but is not lim-
ited to, identification of digital resources, primarily open-access re-
sources, including digital curriculum, CAPE digital materials, instruc-
tional materials, media assets, and other digital tools and applications;
training mechanisms for teachers and others to facilitate integration of
digital resources and technologies into instructional strategies; and
model policies and procedures that support sustainable implementation
practices.

(6) PARTNERSHIPS.—A district school board may seek partner-
ships with other school districts, private businesses, including third-
party assessment centers, postsecondary institutions, or consultants to
offer classes and instruction to teachers and students to assist the school
district in providing CAPE digital materials, certificates, career innova-
tion courses, and academic acceleration industry certifications reeegni-
tions; and-eertifieates established pursuant to this section.

(7) RULES.—The State Board of Education shall adopt rules to ad-
minister this section.

Section 5. Paragraph (c) of subsection (3) of section 1003.4282,
Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1003.4282 Requirements for a standard high school diploma.—

(3) STANDARD HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA; COURSE AND AS-
SESSMENT REQUIREMENTS.—

(¢c) Three credits in science.—Two of the three required credits must
have a laboratory component. A student must earn one credit in Biology
I and two credits in equally rigorous courses. The Biology I EOC as-
sessment constitutes 30 percent of the student’s final course grade. In-
dustry certification courses that lead to postsecondary eellege credit may
substitute for up to one science credit. One of the three credits in science,
not including Biology I, may be an advanced placement computer science
course or a computer science course of appropriate rigor as determined in
rule by the State Board of Education.

Section 6. Subsection (1) of section 1003.4285, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1003.4285 Standard high school diploma designations.—
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(1) Each standard high school diploma shall include, as applicable,
the following designations if the student meets the criteria set forth for
the designation:

(a) Scholar designation.—In addition to the requirements of ss.
1003.428 and 1003.4282, as applicable, in order to earn the Scholar
designation, a student must satisfy the following requirements:

1. Enghsh Language Arts (ELA).—Beginning with students entering
grade 9 in the 2014-2015 school year When—the—state—transitions—to
e A-€0re-8SS ts, pass the statewide, standardized 3tk grade
11 ELA eemmeoen-eore assessment.

2. Mathematics.—Earn one credit in Algebra II and one credit in
statistics or an equally rigorous course. Beginning with students entering
grade 9 in the 2014-2015 school year, a student Whenthe-state-transi-
tions—to-common—ecore-assessments,—students must pass the Algebra II
statewide, standardized eommon—eore assessment and the statewide,
standardized Geometry end-of-course (EOC) assessment.

3. Science.—Pass the statewide, standardized Biology I EOC end-of-
eourse assessment and earn one credit in chemistry or physics and one
credit in a course equally rigorous to chemistry or physics. However, a
student enrolled in an Advanced Placement (AP), International Bacca-
laureate (IB), or Advanced International Certificate of Education (AICE)
Biology course who takes the respective AP, IB, or AICE Biology assess-
ment and earns the minimum score necessary to earn postsecondary
credit as identified pursuant to s. 1007.27(2) meets the requirement of this
subparagraph without having to take the statewide, standardized Biology
I EOC assessment.

4. Social studies.—Pass the statewide, standardized United States
History EOC end-of-course assessment. However, a student enrolled in
an AP, IB, or AICE course that includes United States History topics who
takes the respective AP, IB, or AICE assessment and earns the minimum
score necessary to earn postsecondary credit as identified pursuant to s.
1007.27(2) meets the requirement of this subparagraph without having to
take the statewide, standardized United States History EOC assessment.

5. Foreign language.—Earn two credits in the same foreign lan-
guage.

6. Electives.—Earn at least one credit in an AP AdvanecedPlacement,
an IB International Baeealaureate, an AICE AdvanecedInternational
Certificate-of Bdueation, or a dual enrollment course or earn an industry
certification from the Industry Certification Funding List that articulates
for postsecondary credit.

(b) Merit designation.—In addition to the requirements of ss.
1003.428 and 1003.4282, as applicable, in order to earn the Merit des-
ignation, a student must attain one or more industry certifications from
the Industry Certification Funding List-established-unders—1003-492.
Beginning with students entering grade 9 in the 2014-2015 school year, a
student must attain two or more industry certifications from the Industry
Certification Funding List.

Section 7. Subsection (1) of section 1003.491, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1003.491 Florida Career and Professional Education Act.—The
Florida Career and Professional Education Act is created to provide a
statewide planning partnership between the business and education
communities in order to attract, expand, and retain targeted, high-value
industry and to sustain a strong, knowledge-based economy.

(1) Theprimary—purpese—oftheFlerida Career and professional
education (CAPE) Aetiste:

(a) Improves student achievement bmpreve-middle—and-highsehool

by providing engaging, rigorous, and relevant
eurriealum opportunities for students to demonstrate competency to
perform specific industry-endorsed and industry-recognized skills;

(b) Provides engaging, Previde rigorous, and relevant career-themed

courses that articulate to postsecondary credit pestseecondarylevel
eeursework and lead to industry certification;

(¢) Improves postgraduation employment outcomes by increasing the
skills, productivity, and likelihood of gainful employment of students;
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(d) Improves the college-going rate of students through industry cer-
tifications that articulate for postsecondary credit;

(e)ée) Prepares students to meet the needs of the labor market, thereby
supporting Suppert local and regional economic development;

() Responds Respend to Florida’s critical workforce needs; and

(g)e) Provides Provide state residents with access to high-wage and
high-demand careers;

(h) Provides elementary, middle, and high school students with op-
portunities to earn certificates that recognize digital literacy and compe-
tency through third-party assessments; and

(i) Provides middle and high school students with opportunities to
earn postsecondary credit through courses and programs in which the
student demonstrates competency in academic and career content through
third-party assessments.

Section 8. Subsection (3) of section 1003.492, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1003.492 Industry-certified career education programs.—

(3) The Department of Education shall collect student achievement
and performance data in industry-certified career education programs
and career-themed courses and shall work with Workforce Florida, Inc.,
in the analysis of collected data. The data collection and analyses shall
examine the performance of participating students over time. Perfor-
mance factors shall include, but not be limited to, graduation rates, re-
tention rates, Florida Bright Futures Scholarship awards, additional
educational attainment, employment records, earnings, industry certi-
fication, return on investment, and employer satisfaction. The results of
this study shall be submitted to the President of the Senate and the
Speaker of the House of Representatives annually by December 31.

Section 9. Subsection (4) is added to section 1003.4935, Florida
Statutes, to read:

1003.4935 Middle grades career and professional academy courses
and career-themed courses.—

(4) Industry certifications offered in the middle grades that are in-
cluded on the Industry Certification Funding List are eligible for addi-
tional full-time equivalent membership pursuant to s. 1011.62(1).

Section 10. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section 1003.53, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

1003.53 Dropout prevention and academic intervention.—
(@)

(c) A student shall be identified as being eligible to receive services
funded through the dropout prevention and academic intervention pro-
gram based upon one of the following criteria:

1. The student is academically unsuccessful as evidenced by low test
scores, retention, failing grades, low grade point average, falling behind
in earning credits, or not meeting the state or district proficiency levels
in reading, mathematics, or writing.

2. The student has a pattern of excessive absenteeism or has been
identified as a habitual truant.

3. The student has a history of disruptive behavior in school or has
committed an offense that warrants out-of-school suspension or expul-
sion from school according to the district school board’s code of student
conduct. For the purposes of this program, “disruptive behavior” is be-
havior that:

a. Interferes with the student’s own learning or the educational
process of others and requires attention and assistance beyond that
which the traditional program can provide or results in frequent conflicts
of a disruptive nature while the student is under the jurisdiction of the
school either in or out of the classroom; or
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b. Severely threatens the general welfare of students or others with
whom the student comes into contact.

4. The student is identified by a school’s early warning system pur-
suant to s. 1001.42(18)(b).

Section 11. Section 1006.135, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1006.135 Hazing prohibited at high schools with any of grades 6-12

(1) DEFINITION.—As used in this section, “hazing” means any ac-
tion or situation that fee-k—lessly—er—m%eﬂt—}en&l—ly endangers the mental or
physical health or safety of a student at a high school with any of grades
6 9 through 12 for purposes including, but not limited to, initiation or
admission into or affiliation with any organization operating under the
sanction of a high school with any of grades 6 9 through 12. “Hazing”
includes, but is not limited to:;

(a) Pressuring, er coercing, or forcing a the student into:
1. Violating state or federal law;;
2. Consuming any food, liquor, drug, or other substance; or

3. Participating in physical activity that could adversely affect the
health or safety of the student.

(b) Any brutality of a physical nature, such as whipping, beating,
brandlng, or exposure to the elements—fereed—eensaﬁnpt—}eﬂ—ef—&ny—feed;

Hazing does not include customary athletic events or other similar
contests or competitions or any activity or conduct that furthers a legal
and legitimate objective.

(2) SCHOOL DISTRICT POLICY.—Each school district shall adopt
in rule a policy that prohibits hazing and establishes consequences for a
student who commits an act of hazing. The policy must include:

(@) A definition of hazing, which must include the definition provided
in this section.

(b) A procedure for reporting an alleged act of hazing, including
provisions that permit a person to anonymously report such an act.
However, disciplinary action may not be based solely on an anonymous
report.

(¢) A requirement that a school with any of grades 9 through 12 report
an alleged act of hazing to a local law enforcement agency if the alleged
act meets the criteria established under subsection (3).

(d) A provision for referral of victims and perpetrators of hazing to a
certified school counselor.

(e) A requirement that each incident of hazing be reported in the
school’s safety and discipline report required under s. 1006.09(6). The
report must include the number of hazing incidents reported, the number
of incidents referred to a local law enforcement agency, the number of
incidents that result in disciplinary action taken by the school, and the
number of incidents that do not result in either referral to a local law
enforcement agency or disciplinary action taken by the school.

(3)2) CRIMINAL PENALTIES.—This subsection applies only to
students in any of grades 9 through 12.

(@)1. A person who commlts an act of hazmg—a—t—huﬂd—degfee—feleny—

seet—teﬂ—(—B upon another person Who is a member of or an apphcant to
any type of student organization commits a felony of the third degree,
punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083, if the person knew or
should have known the act would result in serious bodily injury or death
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of such other person and the act hazing results in serious bodily injury or
death of such other person.

2.3

sabseet—}en—(—l—) upon another person who isa member of or an apphcant to
any type of student organization commits a misdemeanor of the first
degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083, if the person
knew or should have known the act would create a potential risk of
physical injury or death to such other person and the act hazing creates a
potential sabstantial risk of physical injury or death to such other per-

son.

(b)4) As a condition of any sentence imposed pursuant to paragraph

(a) subseetion(2)-or-subseetion(3), the court:

1. Shall order the defendant to attend and complete a 4-hour hazing
education course and may also impose a condition of drug or alcohol
probation.

2. May require the defendant to make a public apology to the students
and victims at the school.

3. May require the defendant to participate in a school-sponsored
antthazing campaign to raise awareness of what constitutes hazing and
the penalties for hazing.

(c)65) It is not a defense to a charge of hazing that:
1.t Consent of the victim had been obtained;

2.86) The conduct or activity that resulted in the death or injury of a
person was not part of an official organizational event or was not
otherwise sanctioned or approved by the organization; or

3.¢e) The conduct or activity that resulted in death or injury of the
person was not done as a condition of membership to an organization.

(4963 CONSTRUCTION.—This section shall not be construed to
preclude prosecution for a more general offense resulting from the same
criminal transaction or episode.

Section 12. Paragraph (p) is added to subsection (21) of section
1007.271, Florida Statutes, and subsection (22) of that section is
amended, to read:

1007.271 Dual enrollment programs.—

(21) Each district school superintendent and Florida College System
institution president shall develop a comprehensive dual enrollment
articulation agreement for the respective school district and Florida
College System institution. The superintendent and president shall es-
tablish an articulation committee for the purpose of developing the
agreement. Each state university president may designate a university
representative to participate in the development of a dual enrollment
articulation agreement. A dual enrollment articulation agreement shall
be completed and submitted annually by the Florida College System
institution to the Department of Education on or before August 1. The
agreement must include, but is not limited to:

(p) Provisions required by s. 1007.273(3) for the establishment of a
collegiate high school program.

(22) The Department of Education shall develop an electronic sub-
mission system for dual enrollment articulation agreements and shall
review, for compliance, each dual enrollment articulation agreement
submitted pursuant to subsection (21). The Commissioner of Education
shall notify the district school superintendent and the Florida College
System institution president if the dual enrollment articulation agree-
ment does not comply with statutory requirements and shall submit any
dual enrollment articulation agreement with unresolved issues of non-
compliance to the State Board of Education. The State Board of Edu-
cation shall enforce compliance with this section and s. 1007.273 by
withholding the transfer of funds from the school district and Florida
College System institution in accordance with s. 1008.32.

Section 13. Section 1007.273, Florida Statutes, is created to read:
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1007.273 Collegiate High School Program.—

(1) The Collegiate High School Program is established to provide
eligible high school students in grades 11 and 12 an option to participate
in academically challenging educational environments that offer rigorous
academic instruction and career preparation. All students shall have
access to options that allow them to simultaneously earn a standard high
school diploma, at least 30 credits toward an associate or baccalaureate
degree to include completion of the 15-credit general education core course
requirements established pursuant to s. 1007.25, and industry certifica-
tions.

(2) Each Florida College System institution shall offer a collegiate
high school program that will be available to all eligible high school
students in the institution’s service area and that will be funded in ac-
cordance with the requirements of ss. 1007.271 and 1011.62. A high
school operated by a Florida College System institution that is funded
pursuant to s. 1002.33(17) satisfies this requirement. State University
System institutions and eligible independent colleges and universities
pursuant to s. 1011.62(1)(1) may offer a collegiate high school program.

(3) Beginning with the 2015-2016 school year, each articulation
agreement established pursuant to s. 1007.271(21) must include:

(a) The grade levels to be included in the collegiate high school pro-
gram which must, at a minimum, include grade 12.

(b) A description of the collegiate high school program, including the
delineation of courses and industry certifications offered; the high school
credits earned for each postsecondary course completed; the applicability

of courses to postsecondary general education requirements and students’

selected meta-majors pursuant to s. 1008.30; student eligibility criteria,
which must meet or exceed the eligibility requirements established in s.
1007.271; and the enrollment process and deadlines.

(¢) The methods, medium, and process by which students and their
parents are annually informed about the collegiate high school program,
which must contain the information described in paragraphs (a) and (b).

(d) The delivery methods for instruction for all courses offered
through the collegiate high school program, which may include partner-
ships with other postsecondary institutions.

(e) Student progress monitoring mechanisms and career and aca-
demic counseling services to be provided to students in the collegiate high
school program.

() A program review and accountability system for the collegiate high
school program that provides data regarding student performance out-
comes and solicits parent and student feedback on the program.

(4) Each student participating in a collegiate high school program
must enter into a student performance contract which must be signed by
the student, the parent, and representatives of the school district and the
postsecondary institution. The performance contract must include the
schedule of courses, by semester, to be taken by the student, industry
certifications sought, student attendance requirements, and course grade
requirements.

(5) A state university or an institution that is eligible to participate in
the William L. Boyd, IV, Florida Resident Access Grant Program that is a
nonprofit independent college or university located and chartered in this
state and that is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools to grant baccalaureate
degrees may work with one or more district school boards to establish a
collegiate high school program. Such university or institution must meet
the requirements specified in subsections (3) and (4).

Section 14. Subsection (5) of section 1008.345, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1008.345 Implementation of state system of school improvement and
education accountability.—

(5) The commissioner shall report to the Legislature and recommend
changes in state policy necessary to foster school improvement and
education accountability. Included in the report shall be a list of the
schools, including schools operating for the purpose of providing educa-
tional services to youth in Department of Juvenile Justice programs, for
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which district school boards have developed intervention and support
strategies and an analysis of the various strategies used by the school
boards. School reports shall be distributed pursuant to this subsection
and s. 1001.42(18)(c) $801-42(38)k) and according to rules adopted by
the State Board of Education.

Section 15. Section 1008.44, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1008.44 Industry certifications; certificates; Industry Certification
Funding List and Postsecondary Industry Certification Funding List.—

(1) Pursuant to ss. 1003.4203 and s= 1003.492, the Department of
Education shall, at least annually, identify, under rules adopted by the
State Board of Education, the Industry Certification Funding List that
must be applied in the distribution of funding to school districts pur-
suant to s. 1011.62.

(@) The Commissioner of Education may at any time recommend
adding the following certifications and certificates:

1. Industry certifications that do not articulate for postsecondary
credit.

2. Industry certifications that articulate for postsecondary credit. An
industry certification that articulates to 15 or more postsecondary credits
is an academic acceleration industry certification as described in s.
1003.4203(4).

3. No more than 15 digital tool certificates as described in s.
1003.4203(2).

4. Certifications earned through career innovation courses as de-
scribed in s. 1003.4203(3).

(b) A certification or certificate may not be included on the Industry
Certification Funding List unless there is a corresponding assessment
that a student must pass in order to attain the certification or certificate.

(¢c) Workforce Florida, Inc., established pursuant to s. 445.004, may
annually select one industry certification that does not articulate for
postsecondary credit for inclusion on the Industry Certification Funding
List.

(2) The State Board of Education shall approve, at least annually,
the Postsecondary Industry Certification Funding List pursuant to this
section. The Commissioner of Education shall recommend, at least an-
nually, the Postsecondary Industry Certification Funding List to the
State Board of Education and may at any time recommend adding cer-
tifications. The Chancellor of the State University System, the Chan-
cellor of the Florida College System, and the Chancellor of Career and
Adult Education shall work with local workforce boards, other post-
secondary institutions, businesses, and industry to identify, create, and
recommend to the Commissioner of Education industry certifications to
be placed on the funding list. The list shall be used to determine annual
performance funding distributions to school districts or Florida College
System institutions as specified in ss. 1011.80 and 1011.81, respectively.
The chancellors shall review results of the economic security report of
employment and earning outcomes produced annually pursuant to s.
445.07 445-:607 when determining recommended certifications for the
list, as well as other reports and indicators available regarding certifi-
cation needs.

(3) Inthe case of rigorous industry certifications that have embedded
prerequisite minimum age, grade level, diploma or degree, postgradua-
tion period of work experience of at least 12 months, or other reasonable
requirements that may limit the extent to which a student can complete
all requirements of the certification recognized by industry for employ-
ment purposes, the Commissioner of Education shall differentiate con-
tent, instructional, and assessment requirements that, when provided by
a public institution and satisfactorily attained by a student, indicate
accomplishment of requirements necessary for funding pursuant to ss.
1011.62, 1011.80, and 1011.81, notwithstanding attainment of pre-
requisite requirements necessary for recognition by industry for em-
ployment purposes. The differentiated requirements established by the
Commissioner of Education shall be included on ia the Industry Certi-
fication Funding List at the time the certification is adopted.

(4)(a) Industry certifications and certificates placed on the Industry
Certification Funding List must include the version available at the time



1054

of the adoption and, without further review and approval, include the
subsequent updates, unless specifically removed from the Industry Cer-
tification Funding List.

(b) The Commissioner of Education may limit industry certifications
and digital tool certificates to students in certain grades based on formal
recommendations by providers of industry certifications and digital tools.

Section 16. Paragraphs (o), (p), (s), (t), and (u) of subsection (1) of
section 1011.62, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1011.62 Funds for operation of schools.—If the annual allocation
from the Florida Education Finance Program to each district for opera-
tion of schools is not determined in the annual appropriations act or the
substantive bill implementing the annual appropriations act, it shall be
determined as follows:

(1) COMPUTATION OF THE BASIC AMOUNT TO BE INCLUDED
FOR OPERATION.—The following procedure shall be followed in de-
termining the annual allocation to each district for operation:

(o) Calculation of additional full-time equivalent membership based
on successful completion of a career-themed course pursuant to ss.
1003.4203, 1003.491, 1003.492, and 1003.493, and 1003.4935 and issu-
ance of an industry certification or a certificate identified on in the In-

dustry Certification Funding List pursuant-te-rules-adopted-by-the State
Beard-of Bdueation.—

l.a. A value of 0.1 or 0.2 full-time equivalent student membership
shall be calculated for each student who completes a career and profes-
sional academy or career-themed course pursuant to ss. 1003.4203,
1003.491, 1003.492, 1003.493, and 1003.4935 as—defined—in—s-
1003-493(1)b) and who is issued the highest level of an industry certifi-
cation identified annually on in the Industry Certlﬁcatlon Fundlng List

maximum full tlme equivalent student membershlp Value earned pur-
suant to this sub-subparagraph for any student in-grades-9-through 12 is
0.3. A value of 0.2 full-time equivalent membership shall be calculated
for each student who is issued an industry certification that has a sta-
tewide articulation agreement for postsecondary eellege credit approved
by the State Board of Education. For industry certifications that do not
articulate for postsecondary eellege credit, the Department of Education
shall assign a full-time equivalent value of 0.1 for each certification.
Middle grades students who earn additional full-time equivalent student
membership for a digital tool certificate pursuant to sub-subparagraph b.
may not use the previously earned certificate to satisfy requirements for
earning an industry certification under this sub-subparagraph. The State
Board of Education shall include the assigned values on ia the Industry
Certification Funding List . Such
value shall be added to the total full-time equivalent student member-
ship in secondary career education programs for grades 6 9 through 12 in
the subsequent year for courses that were not provided through dual
enrollment. Industry certifications earned through dual enrollment
must be reported and funded pursuant to ss. 1011.80 and 1011.81. No
more than a value of 0.3 full-time equivalent student membership shall be
calculated for industry certifications earned through a career innovation
course as described in s. 1003.4203(3).

b. A value of 0.025 full-time equivalent student membership shall be
calculated for each digital tool certificate earned by a student in ele-
mentary and middle school grades. Additional full-time equivalent stu-
dent membership for an elementary or middle grades student may not
exceed 0.1 for certificates earned within the same fiscal year.

c. A value of 0.5 full-time equivalent student membership shall be
calculated for each academic acceleration industry certification that ar-
ticulates for 15 to 29 postsecondary credit hours, and a value of 1.0 full-
time equivalent student membership shall be calculated for each aca-
demic acceleration industry certification that articulates for 30 or more
postsecondary credit hours, as identified on the Industry Certification
Funding List.

2. Each district must allocate at least 80 percent of the funds pro-
vided for industry certification, in accordance with this paragraph, to the
program that generated the funds. This allocation may not be used to
supplant funds provided for basic operation of the program. Unless a
different amount is specified in the General Appropriations Act, the
appropriation for this calculation is limited to $60 million annually. If
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the appropriation is insufficient to fully fund the total calculation, the
appropriation shall be prorated.

3. For industry certifications earned in the 2013-2014 school year
and in subsequent years, the school district shall distribute to each
classroom teacher who provided direct instruction toward the attain-
ment of an industry certification that qualified for additional full-time
equivalent membership under subparagraph 1.:

a. Abonus in the amount of $25 for each student taught by a teacher
who provided instruction in a course that led to the attainment of an
industry certification on the Industry Certification Funding List with a
weight of 0.1.

b. Abonus in the amount of $50 for each student taught by a teacher
who provided instruction in a course that led to the attainment of an
industry certification on the Industry Certification Funding List with a
weight of 0.2, 0.5, and 1.0.

Bonuses awarded pursuant to this paragraph shall be provided to tea-
chers who are employed by the district in the year in which the addi-
tional FTE membership calculation is included in the calculation. Bo-
nuses shall be calculated based upon the associated weight of an
industry certification on the Industry Certification Funding List for the
year in which the certification is earned by the student. Any bonus
awarded to a teacher under this paragraph may not exceed $2,000 in any
given school year and is in addition to any regular wage or other bonus
the teacher received or is scheduled to receive.

(p) Calculation of additional full-time equivalent membership based

upon early high school graduatlon —Each Netwithstanding—s-
va school district

may receive fundmg for each

student who graduates
early pursuant to s. 1003.4281. A district may earn 0.25 full-time
equivalent membership report-ap-to-H2FTEforunpaid-eredits-delivered
by-the-distriet for a student who graduates one semester in advance of
the student’s cohort and may earn 0.5 full-time equivalent membership
up-teHETE for a student who graduates 1 year or more in advance of the
student’s cohort. If the student was enrolled in the district as a full-time
high school student for at least 2 years, the district of enrollment shall

report the additional vapaid FTE and deliveredbythe-distriet-during
the student's prierenroellmentI{fthe student-was-enrolledinthe distriet

shall transfer a proportionate share of the funds earned for early gra-
duation the-enpaidETE to the district in which the student was pre-
viously enrolled. Additional FTE included in the 2014-2015 Florida
Education Finance Program for early graduation shall be reported and
funded pursuant to this paragraph.
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(s)& Determination of the basic amount for current operation.—The
basic amount for current operation to be included in the Florida Edu-
cation Finance Program for kindergarten through grade 12 for each
district shall be the product of the following:

1. The full-time equivalent student membership in each program,
multiplied by

2. The cost factor for each program, adjusted for the maximum as
provided by paragraph (c), multiplied by

3. The base student allocation.

()& Computation for funding through the Florida Education Fi-
nance Program.—The State Board of Education may adopt rules estab-
lishing programs, industry certifications, and courses for which the
student may earn credit toward high school graduation.

Section 17. Paragraph (d) is added to subsection (3) of section
1012.98, Florida Statutes, and subsections (4) and (7) of that section are
amended, to read:

1012.98 School Community Professional Development Act.—
(3) The activities designed to implement this section must:

(d) Provide middle grades instructional personnel and school ad-
ministrators with the knowledge, skills, and best practices necessary to
support excellence in classroom instruction and educational leadership.

(4) The Department of Education, school districts, schools, Florida
College System institutions, and state universities share the responsi-
bilities described in this section. These responsibilities include the fol-
lowing:

(a)I. The department shall disseminate to the school community
research-based professional development methods and programs that
have demonstrated success in meeting identified student needs. The
Commissioner of Education shall use data on student achievement to
identify student needs. The methods of dissemination must include a
web-based statewide performance support system, including a database
of exemplary professional development activities, a listing of available
professional development resources, training programs, and available
assistance.

2. The web-based statewide performance support system established
pursuant to subparagraph 1. must include for middle grades, subject to
appropriation, materials related to classroom instruction, including in-
tegrated digital instruction and competency-based instruction; classroom
management; student behavior and interaction; extended learning op-
portunities for students; and instructional leadership.

(b) Each school district shall develop a professional development
system as specified in subsection (3). The system shall be developed in
consultation with teachers, teacher-educators of Florida College System
institutions and state universities, business and community re-
presentatives, and local education foundations, consortia, and profes-
sional organizations. The professional development system must:

1. Be approved by the department. All substantial revisions to the
system shall be submitted to the department for review for continued
approval.

2. Be based on analyses of student achievement data and instruc-
tional strategies and methods that support rigorous, relevant, and
challenging curricula for all students. Schools and districts, in develop-
ing and refining the professional development system, shall also review
and monitor school discipline data; school environment surveys; as-
sessments of parental satisfaction; performance appraisal data of tea-
chers, managers, and administrative personnel; and other performance
indicators to identify school and student needs that can be met by im-
proved professional performance.

3. Provide inservice activities coupled with followup support appro-
priate to accomplish district-level and school-level improvement goals
and standards. The inservice activities for instructional personnel shall
focus on analysis of student achievement data, ongoing formal and in-
formal assessments of student achievement, identification and use of
enhanced and differentiated instructional strategies that emphasize
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rigor, relevance, and reading in the content areas, enhancement of
subject content expertise, integrated use of classroom technology that
enhances teaching and learning, classroom management, parent in-
volvement, and school safety.

4. Include a master plan for inservice activities, pursuant to rules of
the State Board of Education, for all district employees from all fund
sources. The master plan shall be updated annually by September 1,
must be based on input from teachers and district and school instruc-
tional leaders, and must use the latest available student achievement
data and research to enhance rigor and relevance in the classroom. Each
district inservice plan must be aligned to and support the school-based
inservice plans and school improvement plans pursuant to s.
1001.42(18). Each district inservice plan must provide a description of the
training that middle grades instructional personnel and school admin-
istrators receive on the district’s code of student conduct adopted pursuant
to s. 1006.07; integrated digital instruction and competency-based in-
struction; classroom management; student behavior and interaction; ex-
tended learning opportunities for students; and instructional leadership.
District plans must be approved by the district school board annually in
order to ensure compliance with subsection (1) and to allow for dis-
semination of research-based best practices to other districts. District
school boards must submit verification of their approval to the Com-
missioner of Education no later than October 1, annually. Each school
principal may establish and maintain an individual professional devel-
opment plan for each instructional employee assigned to the school as a
seamless component to the school improvement plans developed pur-
suant to s. 1001.42(18). An individual professional development plan
must be related to specific performance data for the students to whom
the teacher is assigned, define the inservice objectives and specific
measurable improvements expected in student performance as a result
of the inservice activity, and include an evaluation component that de-
termines the effectiveness of the professional development plan.

5. Include inservice activities for school administrative personnel
that address updated skills necessary for instructional leadership and
effective school management pursuant to s. 1012.986.

6. Provide for systematic consultation with regional and state per-
sonnel designated to provide technical assistance and evaluation of local
professional development programs.

7. Provide for delivery of professional development by distance
learning and other technology-based delivery systems to reach more
educators at lower costs.

8. Provide for the continuous evaluation of the quality and effec-
tiveness of professional development programs in order to eliminate
ineffective programs and strategies and to expand effective ones. Eva-
luations must consider the impact of such activities on the performance
of participating educators and their students’ achievement and behavior.

9. For middle grades, emphasize:
a. Interdisciplinary planning, collaboration, and instruction.

b. Alignment of curriculum and instructional materials to the state
academic standards adopted pursuant to s. 1003.41.

c¢. Use of small learning communities; problem-solving, inquiry-dri-
ven research and analytical approaches for students; strategies and tools
based on student needs; competency-based instruction; integrated digital
instruction; and project-based instruction.

Each school that includes any of grades 6, 7, or 8 must include in its
school improvement plan, required under s. 1001.42(18), a description of
the specific strategies used by the school to implement each item listed in
this subparagraph.

(7)(@) The Department of Education shall disseminate, using web-
based technology, research-based best practice methods by which the
state and district school boards may evaluate and improve the profes-
sional development system. The best practices must include data that
indicate the progress of all students. The department shall report an-
nually to the State Board of Education and the Legislature any school
district that, in the determination of the department, has failed to pro-
vide an adequate professional development system. This report must
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include the results of the department’s investigation and of any inter-
vention provided.

(b) The department shall also disseminate, using web-based technol-
0gy, professional development in the use of integrated digital instruction
at schools that include middle grades. The professional development must
provide training and materials that districts can use to provide instruc-
tional personnel with the necessary knowledge, skills, and strategies to
effectively blend digital instruction into subject-matter curricula. The
professional development must emphasize online learning and research
techniques, reading instruction, the use of digital devices to supplement
the delivery of curricular content to students, and digital device man-
agement and security. Districts are encouraged to incorporate the pro-
fessional development as part of their professional development system.

Section 18. Section 768.072, Florida Statutes, is created to read:
768.072 Limitation on public school premises liability.—

(1) A district school board is not liable for civil damages for personal
injury, property damage, or death that occurs on a public school property
that the district school board has opened to the public through joint-use
agreements or public access policies unless gross negligence or intentional
misconduct on the part of the district school board is a proximate cause of
the injury, damage, or death.

(2) A district school board may, at its discretion, enter into a joint-use
agreement with a local government or a private organization or adopt
public access policies to enable public access to indoor or outdoor re-
creation and sports facilities on public school property. A joint-use
agreement should specify the facilities to be used, dates and times of use,
and terms and conditions governing use of such facilities; may provide for
the full indemnification of the district school board by the local govern-
ment or private organization for any damages arising from the joint use;
and may require the local government or private organization to maintain
liability insurance of at least $200,000 per person and $300,000 per in-
cident to cover the indemnification.

(3) This section does not affect liability for injury, damage, or death
that occurs during school hours or during a school-sponsored activity.

(4) This section does not waive sovereign immunity beyond the limited
waiver in s. 768.28.

Section 19. Section 985.622, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

985.622 Multiagency plan for career and professional education
(CAPE) veeational-edueation.—

(1) The Department of Juvenile Justice and the Department of
Education shall, in consultation with the statewide Workforce Devel-
opment Youth Council, school districts, providers, and others, jointly
develop a multiagency plan for career and professional education (CAPE)
voeational-edueation that establishes the curriculum, goals, and outcome
measures for CAPE veeational programs in juvenile justice education
programs eemmitment—faeilities. The plan must be reviewed annually,
revised as appropriate, and include:

(a) Provisions for maximizing appropriate state and federal funding
sources, including funds under the Workforce Investment Act and the
Perkins Act.;

(b) Prouisions for eliminating barriers to increasing occupation-spe-
cific job training and high school equivalency examination preparation
opportunities.

(c)¥ The responsibilities of both departments and all other appro-
priate entities.;and

(d)te) A detailed implementation schedule.

(2) The plan must define CAPE weeatienal programming that is ap-
propriate based upon:

(a) The age and assessed educational abilities and goals of the stu-
dent yeuth to be served; and

JOURNAL OF THE SENATE

May 2, 2014

(b) The typical length of stay and custody characteristics at the ju-
venile justice education eemmitment program to which each student

youth is assigned.

(3) The plan must include a definition of CAPE weeatienal pro-
gramming that includes the following classifications of juvenile justice
education programs eemmitment—faeilities that will offer CAPE wveea-
tienal programming by one of the following types:

(a) Type I A—Programs that teach personal accountability skills
and behaviors that are appropriate for students yeuth in all age groups
and ability levels and that lead to work habits that help maintain em-
ployment and living standards.

(b) Type 2 B.—Programs that include Type 1 A program content and
an orientation to the broad scope of career choices, based upon personal
abilities, aptitudes, and interests. Exploring and gaining knowledge of
occupation options and the level of effort required to achieve them are
essential prerequisites to skill training.

(¢) Type 3 6.—Programs that include Type I A program content and
the veeational competencies or the prerequisites needed for entry into a
specific occupation.

(4) The plan must also address strategies to facilitate involvement of
business and industry in the design, delivery, and evaluation of CAPE
veoeational programming in juvenile justice education eemmitment—fa-
eilities-and-econditionalrelease programs, including apprenticeship and
work experience programs, mentoring and job shadowing, and other
strategies that lead to postrelease employment. Incentives for business
involvement, such as tax breaks, bonding, and liability limits should be
investigated, implemented where appropriate, or recommended to the
Legislature for consideration.

(5) The plan must also evaluate the effect of students’ mobility between
Juvenile justice education programs and school districts on the students’
educational outcomes and whether the continuity of the students’ educa-
tion can be better addressed through virtual education.

(6)6) The Department of Juvenile Justice and the Department of
Education shall each align its respective agency policies, practices,
technical manuals, contracts, quality-assurance standards, perfor-
mance-based-budgeting measures, and outcome measures with the plan
in juvenile justice education programs eemmitmentfaeilities by July 31,
2015 206%. Each agency shall provide a report on the implementation of
this section to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the
Speaker of the House of Representatives by August 31, 2015 266+,

(7)6y All provider contracts executed by the Department of Juvenile
Justice or the school districts after January 1, 2015 2602, must be
aligned with the plan.

(8)¢H The planning and execution of quality assurance reviews con-
ducted by the Department of Education or the Department of Juvenile
Justice after August 1, 2015 2602, must be aligned with the plan.

(9)68) Outcome measures reported by the Department of Juvenile
Justice and the Department of Education for students youth released on
or after January 1, 2016 2602, should include outcome measures that
conform to the plan.

Section 20. Section 1001.31, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1001.31 Scope of district system.—A district school system shall in-
clude all public schools, classes, and courses of instruction and all ser-
vices and activities directly related to education in that district which
are under the direction of the district school officials. A district school
system may also include alternative site schools for disruptive or violent
students yewth. Such schools for disruptive or violent students youth may
be funded by each district or provided through cooperative programs
administered by a consortium of school districts, private providers, state
and local law enforcement agencies, and the Department of Juvenile
Justice. Pursuant to cooperative agreement, a district school system
shall provide instructional personnel at juvenile justice facilities ef-60-ex
more-beds-orslots with access to the district school system database for
the purpose of accessing student academic, immunization, and regis-
tration records for students assigned to the programs. Such access shall
be in the same manner as provided to other schools in the district.
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Section 21. Section 1003.51, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1003.51 Other public educational services.—

(1) The general control of other public educational services shall be
vested in the State Board of Education except as provided in this section
herein. The State Board of Education shall, at the request of the De-
partment of Children and Families Family-Serviees and the Department
of Juvenile Justice, advise as to standards and requirements relating to
education to be met in all state schools or institutions under their control
which provide educational programs. The Department of Education shall
provide supervisory services for the educational programs of all such
schools or institutions. The direct control of any of these services pro-
vided as part of the district program of education shall rest with the
district school board. These services shall be supported out of state,
district, federal, or other lawfal funds, depending on the requirements of
the services being supported.

(2) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules and-maintainean
administrative—rule articulating expectations for effective education
programs for students yeuth in Department of Juvenile Justice pro-
grams, including, but not limited to, education programs in juvenile
justice prevention, day treatment, residential, eemmitment and detention
programs faeilities. The rule shall establish artieulate policies and
standards for education programs for students yeuth in Department of
Juvenile Justice programs and shall include the following:

(a) The interagency collaborative process needed to ensure effective
programs with measurable results.

(b) The responsibilities of the Department of Education, the De-
partment of Juvenile Justice, Workforce Florida, Inc., district school
boards, and providers of education services to students yeuth in De-
partment of Juvenile Justice programs.

(¢c) Academic expectations.
(d) Career expectations.
(e) Education transition planning and services.

(P4 Service delivery options available to district school boards, in-
cluding direct service and contracting.

(g)e) Assessment procedures, which:

1. For prevention, day treatment, and residential programs, include
appropriate academic and career assessments administered at program
entry and exit that are selected by the Department of Education in
partnership with representatives from the Department of Juvenile
Justice, district school boards, and education providers. Assessments
must be completed within the first 10 school days after a student’s entry
into the program.

2. Provide for determination of the areas of academic need and stra-
tegies for appropriate intervention and instruction for each student in a
detention facility within 5 school days after the student’s entry into the
program and administer a research-based assessment that will assist the
student in determining his or her educational and career options and
goals wlthzn 22 school days after the students entry into the program

The results of these assessments, together with a portfolio depicting the
student’s academic and career accomplishments, shall be included in the
discharge packet package assembled for each student yeuth.

(W& Recommended instructional programs, including, but not lim-
ited to:;
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1. Secondary education.

High school equivalency examination preparation.
Postsecondary education.

Career and professional education (CAPE). eareer-training-and

Job preparation.

S

Virtual education that:

a. Provides competency-based instruction that addresses the unique
academic needs of the student through delivery by an entity accredited by
AdvanceED or the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools.

b. Confers certifications and diplomas.

c. Issues credit that articulates with and transcripts that are re-
cognized by secondary schools.

d. Allows the student to continue to access and progress through the
program once the student leaves the juvenile justice system.

()¢ Funding requirements, which shall include the requirement
that at least 90 percent of the FEFP funds generated by students in
Department of Juvenile Justice programs or in an education program for
juveniles under s. 985.19 be spent on instructional costs for those stu-
dents. One hundred percent of the formula-based categorical funds
generated by students in Department of Juvenile Justice programs must
be spent on appropriate categoricals such as instructional materials and
public school technology for those students.

(@D Qualifications of instructional staff, procedures for the selection
of instructional staff, and procedures for te-ensure consistent instruction
and qualified staff year round. Qualifications shall include those for in-
structors of CAPE courses, standardized across the state, and shall be
based on state certification, local school district approval, and industry-
recognized certifications as identified on the Industry Certification
Funding List. Procedures for the use of noncertified instructional per-
sonnel who possess expert knowledge or experience in their fields of in-
struction shall be established.

(k)& Transition services, including the roles and responsibilities of
appropriate personnel in the juvenile justice education program, the
school district where the student will reenter distriets, provider organi-
zations, and the Department of Juvenile Justice.

(D& Procedures and timeframe for transfer of education records
when a student yeuth enters and leaves a Department of Juvenile Justice
education program faeility.

(m)& The requirement that each district school board maintain an
academic transcript for each student enrolled in a juvenile justice edu-
cation program feeility that delineates each course completed by the
student as provided by the State Course Code Directory.

(n)d The requirement that each district school board make available
and transmit a copy of a student’s transcript in the discharge packet
when the student exits a juvenile justice education program faeility.

(o)) contract requirements.

(p)&» Performance expectations for providers and district school
boards, including student performance measures by type of program,
educatlon program performance ratings, school improvement, and cor-

rective action plans for low-performing programs the-prevision—of-a—pro-
gress-monitoring-plan-asrequired-in-s—1008:25.

(g)¢e) The role and responsibility of the district school board in se-
curing workforce development funds.

(r)> A series of graduated sanctions for district school boards whose
educational programs in Department of Juvenile Justice programs fa-
eilities are considered to be unsatisfactory and for instances in which
district school boards fail to meet standards prescribed by law, rule, or
State Board of Education policy. These sanctions shall include the option
of requiring a district school board to contract with a provider or another
district school board if the educational program at the Department of
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Juvenlle Justlce program is performmg below minimum standards fa-
and, after 6 months, is still
performing below minimum standards.

(s) Curriculum, guidance counseling, transition, and education ser-
vices expectations, including curriculum flexibility for detention centers
operated by the Department of Juvenile Justice.

(t)g Other aspects of program operations.

(3) The Department of Education in partnership with the Depart-
ment of Juvenile Justice, the district school boards, and providers shall:

(a) Develop and implement requirements for contracts and co-
operative agreements regarding Meintainmedel-eontractsfor the deliv-
ery of appropriate education services to students yeuth in Department of
Juvenile Justice education programs te-be-used-for-the-development-of
fature-eontraets. The minimum contract requirements shall include, but
are not limited to, payment structure and amounts; access to district
services; contract management provisions; data reporting requirements,
including reporting of full-time equivalent student membership; admin-
istration of federal programs such as Title I, exceptional student educa-
tion, and the Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education Act of
2006; and medel-contractsshallrefleet the policy and standards included
in subsectlon (2) fPhe—Bepai%me&t—ef—Edﬁe&Heﬂ—shaH—eﬁsure—th&t—ap—

(b) Develop and implement Maintein—medel procedures for transi-
tioning students yeuth into and out of Department of Juvenile Justice
education programs. These procedures shall reflect the policy and
standards adopted pursuant to subsection (2).

(¢) Maintain standardized required content of education records to be
included as part of a student’s yeuth’s commitment record and proce-
dures for securing the students records The educatwn records illhese

sabseet}eﬂ—@)—&ﬂd shall 1nclude but not be hmlted to, the followmg

1. A copy of the student’s individual educational plan.
2. A copy of the student’s individualized progress monitoring plan.
3. A copy of the student’s individualized transition plan.

4.2 Data on student performance on assessments taken according to
s. 1008.22.

5.3: A copy of the student’s permanent cumulative record.
6.4 A copy of the student’s academic transcript.
7.6 A portfolio reflecting the student’s yeuth’s academic accom-

plishments and industry certification earned, when age appropriate,
while in the Department of Juvenile Justice program.

(d) Establish Maintain-medel-proeedures-for-securing-the-edueation
reeerd-and the roles and responsibilities of the juvenile probation officer
and others involved in the withdrawal of the student from school and
assignment to a juvenile justice education program eommitment-or-de-

(4) Each The Department—of Fducationshall-ensurethat district
school board shall: beards

(@) Notify students in juvenile justice education programs residential
er-nonresidentialfaeilities who attain the age of 16 years of the previ-
stens-of law regarding compulsory school attendance and make available
the option of enrolling in an education & program to attain a Florida high
school diploma by taking the high school equzvalency examination before

release from the program
faeility. The Department of Education shall assist juvenile justice edu-
cation programs with becamzng thh school equwalency exammatton
centers 2 2 y
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(b) Respond to requests for student education records received from
another district school board or a juvenile justice education program
within 5 working days after receiving the request.

(¢) Provide access to courses offered pursuant to ss. 1002.37, 1002.45,
and 1003.498. School districts and providers may enter into cooperative
agreements for the provision of curriculum associated with courses offered
pursuant to s. 1003.498 to enable providers to offer such courses.

(d) Complete the assessment process required by subsection (2).

(e) Monitor compliance with contracts for education programs for
students in juvenile justice prevention, day treatment, residential, and
detention programs.

(5) The Department of Education shall establish and operate, either
directly or indirectly through a contract, a mechanism to provide ac-
countability measures that annually assesses and evaluates all juvenile
Justice education programs using student performance data and program
perfarmance ratmgs by ‘type of program

and shall provide technical assis-
tance and related research to dlstrlct school boards and juvenile Justzce
educatwn providers W

The Department of Educatton wtth mput from the Department of Juve—
nile Justice, school districts, and education providers shall develop an-
nual recommendations for system and school improvement.

Section 22. Section 1003.52, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1003.52 Educational services in Department of Juvenile Justice
programs.—

es - The Depart-
ment of Educatlon shall serve as the lead agency for juvenile justice
education programs, curriculum, support services, and resources. To this
end, the Department of Education and the Department of Juvenile
Justice shall each designate a Coordinator for Juvenile Justice Educa-
tion Programs to serve as the point of contact for resolving issues not
addressed by district school boards and to provide each department’s
participation in the following activities:

(a) Training, collaborating, and coordinating with
JuvenileJustiee; district school boards, regional workforce boards and
local youth councils, educational contract providers, and juvenile justice
providers, whether state operated or contracted.

(b) Collecting information on the academic, career and professional
education (CAPE), and transition performance of students in juvenile
justice programs and reporting on the results.

(¢) Developing academic and CAPE eareer protocols that provide
guidance to district school boards and juvenile justice education provi-
ders in all aspects of education programming, including records transfer
and transition.

(d) Implementing a joint aceountabtltty, program performance, and
program merovement process

Annually, a cooperative agreement and plan for juvenile justice educa-
tion service enhancement shall be developed between the Department of
Juvenile Justice and the Department of Education and submitted to the
Secretary of Juvenile Justice and the Commissioner of Education by
June 30. The plan shall include, at a minimum, each agency’s role re-
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garding educational program accountability, technical assistance,

training, and coordination of services.

(2) Students participating in Department of Juvenile Justice educa-
tion programs pursuant to chapter 985 which are sponsored by a com-
munity-based agency or are operated or contracted for by the Depart-
ment of Juvenile Justice shall receive education edueational programs
according to rules of the State Board of Education. These students shall
be eligible for services afforded to students enrolled in programs pur-
suant to s. 1003.53 and all corresponding State Board of Education rules.

(8) The district school board of the county in which the juvenile jus-
tice educatlon preventlon day treatment, reszdentlal or detention pro-
gram ae * 1 0
faeility is located shall pr0v1de or contmct for approprlate educatlonal
assessments and an appropriate program of instruction and special
education services.

(a) The district school board shall make provisions for each student
to participate in basic, CAPE eareer-edueation, and exceptional student
programs as appropriate. Students served in Department of Juvenile
Justice education programs shall have access to the appropriate courses
and instruction to prepare them for the high school equivalency ex-
amination GEBD-test. Students participating in high school equivalency
examination ‘GED preparation programs shall be funded at the basic
program cost factor for Department of Juvenile Justice programs in the
Florida Education Finance Program. Each program shall be conducted
according to applicable law providing for the operation of public schools
and rules of the State Board of Education. School districts shall provide
the high school equivalency examination GED exit option for all juvenile
justice education programs.

(b) ByOetober1,2004; The Department of Education, with the as-
sistance of the school districts and juvenile justice education providers,
shall select a common student assessment instrument and protocol for
measuring student learning gains and student progression while a stu-
dent is in a juvenile justice education program. The Department of
Education and the Department of Juvenile Justice shall jointly review the
effectweness of thzs assessment and zmplement changes as necessary. qlhe

(4) Educational services shall be provided at times of the day most
appropriate for the juvenile justice program. School programming in
juvenile justice detention, prevention, day treatment, and residential
e itment—and-rehabilitation programs shall be made available by
the local school district during the juvenile justice school year, as pro-
vided defined in s. 1003.01(11). In addition, students in juvenile justice
education programs shall have access to courses offered pursuant to ss.
1002.37, 1002.45, and 1003.498 HFlerida—Virtual -Sehool-eourses. The
Department of Education and the school districts shall adopt policies
necessary to provide easure such access.

(5) The educational program shall provide instruction based on each
student’s individualized transition plan, assessed educational needs, and
the education programs available in the school district in which the
student will return. Depending on the student’s needs, educational pro-
gramming may consist of remedial courses, eonsist-of-appropriatebasie
academic courses required for grade advancement, CAPE courses, high
school equivalency examination preparation eareer, or exceptional stu-
dent education curricula and related services which support the ¢ransi-
tion treatment goals and reentry and which may lead to completion of
the requirements for receipt of a high school diploma or its equivalent.
Prevention and day treatment juvenile justice education programs, at a
minimum, shall provide career readiness and exploration opportunities
as well as truancy and dropout prevention intervention services. Re-
sidential juvenile justice education programs with a contracted minimum
length of stay of 9 months shall provide CAPE courses that lead to pre-
apprentice certifications and industry certifications. Programs with con-
tracted lengths of stay of less than 9 months may provide career education
courses that lead to preapprentice certifications and CAPE industry cer-
tifications. If the duration of a program is less than 40 days, the edu-
cational component may be limited to tutorial remediation activities, and
career employability skills instruction, education counseling, and tran-
sition services that prepare students for a return to school, the community,
and their home settings based on the students’ needs.
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(6) Participation in the program by students of compulsory school-
attendance age as provided for in s. 1003.21 shall be mandatory. All
students of noncompulsory school-attendance age who have not received
a high school diploma or its equivalent shall participate in the educa-
tional program, unless the student files a formal declaration of his or her
intent to terminate school enrollment as described in s. 1003.21 and is
afforded the opportunity to take the general educational development
test and attain a Florida high school diploma before prier-te release from
a juvenile justice education program faeility. A student youth who has
received a high school diploma or its equivalent and is not employed
shall participate in workforce development or other CAPE eareer—or
teehnieal education or Florida College System institution or university
courses while in the program, subject to available funding.

(7) An individualized A progress monitoring plan shall be developed
for all students not classified as exceptional education students upon
entry in a juvenile Justhe education program and upon reentry in the
school dLstrLct v v e

by—s—l—998—25 These plans shall address academlc hteracy, and career
and technical hfe skills and shall include provisions for intensive re-
medial instruction in the areas of weakness.

(8) Each district school board shall maintain an academic record for
each student enrolled in a juvenile justice education program faeility as
prescribed by s. 1003.51. Such record shall delineate each course com-
pleted by the student according to procedures in the State Course Code
Directory. The district school board shall include a copy of a student’s
academic record in the discharge packet when the student exits the

program faeility.

(9) Each TheDepartment-of Edueationshall ensurethat-all district
school board shall beards make provisions for high school level students
youth to earn credits toward high school graduation while in residential
and nonresidential juvenile justice education programs faeilities. Provi-
sions must be made for the transfer of credits and partial credits earned.

(10) School districts and juvenile justice education providers shall
develop individualized transition plans during the course of a student’s
stay in a juvenile justice education program to coordinate academic, ca-
reer and technical, and secondary and postsecondary services that assist
the student in successful community reintegration upon release. Devel-
opment of the transition plan shall be a collaboration of the personnel in
the juvenile justice education program, reentry personnel, personnel from
the school district where the student will return, the student, the student’s
family, and Department of Juvenile Justice personnel for committed
students.

(a) Transition planning must begin upon a student’s placement in the
program. The transition plan must include, at a minimum:

1. Services and interventions that address the student’s assessed
educational needs and postrelease education plans.

2. Services to be provided during the program stay and services to be
implemented upon release, including, but not limited to, continuing
education in secondary school, CAPE programs, postsecondary educa-
tion, or employment, based on the student’s needs.

3. Specific monitoring responsibilities to determine whether the in-
dividualized transition plan is being implemented and the student is
prouvided access to support services that will sustain the student’s success
by individuals who are responsible for the reintegration and coordination
of these activities.

(b) For the purpose of transition planning and reentry services, re-
presentatives from the school district and the one stop center where the
student will return shall participate as members of the local Department
of Juvenile Justice reentry teams. The school district, upon return of a
student from a juvenile justice education program, must consider the
individual needs and circumstances of the student and the transition
plan recommendations when reenrolling a student in a public school. A
local school district may not maintain a standardized policy for all stu-
dents returning from a juvenile justice program but place students based
on their needs and their performance in the juvenile justice education
program, including any virtual education options.
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(¢) The Department of Education and the Department of Juvenile
Justice shall provide oversight and guidance to school districts, education
prouviders, and reentry personnel on how to implement effective educa-
tional transition planning and services.

(1D)39) The district school board shall recruit and train teachers
who are interested, qualified, or experienced in educating students in
juvenile justice programs. Students in juvenile justice programs shall be
provided a wide range of education edueational programs and opportu-
nities including textbooks, technology, instructional support, and ether
resources commensurate with resources provided available to students in
public schools, including textbooks and access to technology. If the district
school board operates a juvenile justice education program at a juvenile
Justice facility, the district school board, in consultation with the director
of the juvenile justice facility, shall select the instructional personnel as-
signed to that program. The Secretary of Juvenile Justice or the director
of a juvenile justice program may request that the performance of a tea-
cher assigned by the district to a juvenile justice education program be
reviewed by the district and that the teacher be reassigned based upon an
evaluation conducted pursuant to s. 1012.34 or for inappropriate beha-

Uior eaene a gnea o—eatucationa progran

Ju-
venile justice education programs faeilities shall have access to the
substitute teacher pool used utilized by the district school board.

] i i. g ] . .] . . g .]. .

(12)&31H District school boards may contract with a private provider
for the provision of education edueational programs to students youths
placed with the Department of Juvenile Justice and shall generate local,
state, and federal funding, including funding through the Florida Edu-
cation Finance Program for such students. The district school board’s
planning and budgeting process shall include the needs of Department of
Juvenile Justice education programs in the district school board’s plan
for expenditures for state categorical and federal funds.

(13)d2)(a) Funding for eligible students enrolled in juvenile justice
education programs shall be provided through the Florida Education
Finance Program as provided in s. 1011.62 and the General Appro-
priations Act. Funding shall include, at a minimum:

1. Weighted program funding or the basic amount for current op-
eration multiplied by the district cost differential as provided in s.
1011.62(1)(s) and (2);

2. The supplemental allocation for juvenile justice education as
provided in s. 1011.62(10);

3. A proportionate share of the district’s exceptional student educa-
tion guaranteed allocation, the supplemental academic instruction al-
location, and the instructional materials allocation;

4. An amount equivalent to the proportionate share of the state
average potential discretionary local effort for operations, which shall be
determined as follows:

a. If the district levies the maximum discretionary local effort and
the district’s discretionary local effort per FTE is less than the state
average potential discretionary local effort per FTE, the proportionate
share shall include both the discretionary local effort and the compres-
sion supplement per FTE. If the district’s discretionary local effort per
FTE is greater than the state average per FTE, the proportionate share
shall be equal to the state average; or

b. Ifthe district does not levy the maximum discretionary local effort
and the district’s actual discretionary local effort per FTE is less than
the state average potential discretionary local effort per FTE, the pro-
portionate share shall be equal to the district’s actual discretionary local
effort per FTE. If the district’s actual discretionary local effort per FTE is
greater than the state average per FTE, the proportionate share shall be
equal to the state average potential local effort per FTE; and

5. A proportionate share of the district’s proration to funds available,
if necessary.

(b) Juvenile justice education edueational programs to receive the
appropriate FEFP funding for Department of Juvenile Justice education
programs shall include those operated through a contract with the De-
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partment of Juvenile Justice and-which-are-under-purview—of-the De-

(¢) Consistent with the rules of the State Board of Education, district
school boards shall axerequired-te request an alternative FTE survey for
Department of Juvenile Justice education programs experiencing fluc-
tuations in student enrollment.

(d) FTE count periods shall be prescribed in rules of the State Board
of Education and shall be the same for programs of the Department of
Juvenile Justice as for other public school programs. The summer school
period for students in Department of Juvenile Justice education pro-
grams shall begin on the day immediately following the end of the reg-
ular school year and end on the day immediately preceding the sub-
sequent regular school year. Students shall be funded for no more than
25 hours per week of direct instruction.

(e) Each juvenile justice education program must receive all federal
funds for which the program is eligible.

(149)3&3) Each district school board shall negotiate a cooperative
agreement with the Department of Juvenile Justice on the delivery of
educational services to students yeuths under the jurisdiction of the
Department of Juvenile Justice. Such agreement must include, but is not
limited to:

(a) Roles and responsibilities of each agency, including the roles and
responsibilities of contract providers.

(b) Administrative issues including procedures for sharing informa-
tion.

(¢) Allocation of resources including maximization of local, state, and
federal funding.

(d) Procedures for educational evaluation for educational ex-
ceptionalities and special needs.

(e) Curriculum and delivery of instruction.
(f) Classroom management procedures and attendance policies.

(g) Procedures for provision of qualified instructional personnel,
whether supplied by the district school board or provided under contract
by the provider, and for performance of duties while in a juvenile justice
setting.

(h) Provisions for improving skills in teaching and working with
students referred to juvenile justice education programs delinguents.

(i) Transition plans for students moving into and out of juvenile
Justice education programs faeilities.

(G) Procedures and timelines for the timely documentation of credits
earned and transfer of student records.

(k) Methods and procedures for dispute resolution.

() Provisions for ensuring the safety of education personnel and
support for the agreed-upon education program.

(m) Strategies for correcting any deficiencies found through the ac-
countability and evaluation system and student performance measures

quality-assuranee-proeess.

(15)34) Nothing in this section or in a cooperative agreement re-
quires shall-be-construed-to-regquire the district school board to provide
more services than can be supported by the funds generated by students
in the juvenile justice programs.

(16)@d5¥a) The Department of Education, in consultation with the
Department of Juvenile Justice, district school boards, and providers,
shall adopt rules establishing: establish

(a) Objective and measurable student performance measures to
evaluate a student’s educational progress while participating in a pre-
vention, day treatment, or residential program. The student performance
measures must be based on appropriate outcomes for all students in ju-
venile justice education programs, taking into consideration the student’s
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length of stay in the program. Performance measures shall include out-
comes that relate to student achievement of career education goals, ac-
quisition of employability skills, receipt of a high school diploma or its
equivalent, grade advancement, and the number of CAPE industry cer-
tifications earned.

(b) A performance ratmg system to be used by the Department of
Education to evaluate for the delivery of
educational services within each of the juvenile justice programs. The
performance rating shall be primarily based on data regarding student

performance as described in paragraph (a) eempenent-of residential-and
nonresidential juvenilejusticefaeilities.

(¢) The timeframes, procedures, and resources to be used to improve a
low-rated educatzonal program or to terminate or reasstgn the program

(d)d) The Department of Education, in partnership with the De-
partment of Juvenile Justice, shall develop a comprehensive account-
ability and program improvement euelity-assaranee-review process. The
accountability and program improvement process shall be based on stu-
dent performance measures by type of program and shall rate education
program performance. The accountability system shall identify and re-
cognize high-performing education programs. The Department of Edu-
cation, in partnership with the Department of Juvenile Justice, shall
identify low-performing programs. Low-performing education programs
shall receive an onsite program evaluation from the Department of Ju-
venile Justice. School improvement, technical assistance, or the re-
assignment of the program shall be based, in part, on the results of the
program evaluation. Through a corrective action process, low-performing
programs must demonstrate zmprovement or reasszgn the program aﬁd

(17) The department, in collaboration with the Department of Juve-
nile Justice, shall collect data and report on commitment, day treatment,
prevention, and detention programs. The report shall be submitted to the
President of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and
the Governor by February 1 of each year. The report must include, at a
minimum:

(@) The number and percentage of students who:

1. Return to an alternative school, middle school, or high school upon
release and the attendance rate of such students before and after parti-
cipation in juvenile justice education programs.

2. Receive a standard high school diploma or a high school equiv-
alency diploma.

3. Receive industry certification.
4. Enroll in a postsecondary educational institution.

5. Complete a juvenile justice education program without reoffending.
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6. Reoffend within 1 year after completion of a day treatment or re-
sidential commitment program.

7. Remain employed 1 year after completion of a day treatment or
residential commitment program.

8. Demonstrate learning gains pursuant to paragraph (3)(b).

(b) The following cost data for each juvenile justice education pro-
gram:

1. The amount of funding provided by district school boards to juve-
nile justice programs and the amount retained for administration, in-
cluding documenting the purposes of such expenses.

2. The status of the development of cooperative agreements.
3. Recommendations for system improvement.

4. Information on the identification of, and services provided to, ex-
ceptional students, to determine whether these students are properly re-
ported for funding and are appropriately served.

(18)36) The district school board shall not be charged any rent,
maintenance, utilities, or overhead on such facilities. Maintenance, re-
pairs, and remodeling of existing facilities shall be provided by the De-
partment of Juvenile Justice.

(19371 When additional facilities are required, the district school
board and the Department of Juvenile Justice shall agree on the ap-
propriate site based on the instructional needs of the students. When the
most appropriate site for instruction is on district school board property,
a special capital outlay request shall be made by the commissioner in
accordance with s. 1013.60. When the most appropriate site is on state
property, state capital outlay funds shall be requested by the Depart-
ment of Juvenile Justice provided by s. 216.043 and shall be submitted
as specified by s. 216.023. Any instructional facility to be built on state
property shall have educational specifications jointly developed by the
district school board and the Department of Juvenile Justice and ap-
proved by the Department of Education. The size of space and occupant
design capacity criteria as provided by State Board of Education rules
shall be used for remodeling or new construction whether facilities are
provided on state property or district school board property.

(20)38) The parent of an exceptional student shall have the due
process rights provided for in this chapter.

(21)20) The education edueational programs at the-Arthur Dezier
Sehool-for Boys—inJackson—GCounty—and the Florida School for Boys in
Okeechobee shall be operated by the Department of Education, either
directly or through grants or contractual agreements with other public or
duly accredited education agencies approved by the Department of
Education.

(22)2H The State Board of Education shall meay adopt any rules
necessary to implement the-previsions-of this sectlon—meludmg—umfem
euﬁwﬂl&m—ﬁmdmg—aﬂd—seeeﬂd—eh&ﬂeeseheels Such rules must require

the minimum amount of paperwork and reporting.

(23)22) The Department of Juvenile Justice and the Department of
Education, in consultation with Workforce Florida, Inc., the statewide
Workforce Development Youth Council, district school boards, Florida
College System institutions, providers, and others, shall jointly develop
a multiagency plan for CAPE eareer—edueation which describes the
funding, curriculum, transfer of credits, goals, and outcome measures for
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career education programming in juvenile commitment facilities, pur-
suant to s. 985.622. The plan must be reviewed annually.

Section 23. Paragraph (b) of subsection (18) of section 1001.42,
Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1001.42 Powers and duties of district school board.—The district
school board, acting as a board, shall exercise all powers and perform all
duties listed below:

(18) IMPLEMENT SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT AND ACCOUNT-
ABILITY.—Maintain a state system of school improvement and educa-
tion accountability as provided by statute and State Board of Education
rule. This system of school improvement and education accountability
shall be consistent with, and implemented through, the district’s con-
tinuing system of planning and budgeting required by this section and
ss. 1008.385, 1010.01, and 1011.01. This system of school improvement
and education accountability shall comply with the provisions of ss.
1008.33, 1008.34, 1008.345, and 1008.385 and include the following:

(b) Public disclosure.—The district school board shall provide in-
formation regarding the performance of students and educational pro-
grams as required pursuant to ss. 1008.22 and 1008.385 and implement
a system of school reports as required by statute and State Board of
Education rule which shall include schools operating for the purpose of
providing educational services to students yeuth in Department of Ju-
venile Justice programs, and for those schools, report on the elements
specified in s. 1003.52(16) 1003-52(19). Annual public disclosure reports
shall be in an easy-to-read report card format and shall include the
school’s grade, high school graduation rate calculated without high
school equivalency examinations GED-tests, disaggregated by student
ethnicity, and performance data as specified in state board rule.

Section 24. Subsection (4) of section 1003.4282, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1003.4282 Requirements for a standard high school diploma.—

(4) ONLINE COURSE REQUIREMENT.—Exeludinga—driver-edu
eation—eourse; At least one course within the 24 credits required under
this section must be completed through online learning. A school district
may not require a student to take the online course outside the school
day or in addition to a student’s courses for a given semester. An online
course taken in grade 6, grade 7, or grade 8 fulfills this requirement.
This requirement is met through an online course offered by the Florida
Virtual School, a virtual education provider approved by the State Board
of Education, a high school, or an online dual enrollment course. A
student who is enrolled in a full-time or part-time virtual instruction
program under s. 1002.45 meets this requirement. This requirement
does not apply to a student who has an individual education plan under
s. 1003.57 which indicates that an online course would be inappropriate
or to an out-of-state transfer student who is enrolled in a Florida high
school and has 1 academic year or less remaining in high school.

Section 25. If this act and CS/HB 7031, 2014 Regular Session, or
similar legislation are adopted in the same legislative session or an ex-
tension thereof and become law, and the respective provisions of such acts
amending s. 1003.4282(4), Florida Statutes, differ, it is the intent of the
Legislature that the amendments made by this act to s. 1003.4282(4),
Florida Statutes, shall control over the language of CS/HB 7031, or si-
milar legislation, regardless of the order in which they are enacted.

Section 26. Section 1003.4995, Florida Statutes, is created to read:

1003.4995 Fine arts report.—The Commissioner of Education shall
prepare an annual report that includes a description, based on annual
reporting by schools, of student access to and participation in fine arts
courses, which are visual arts, music, dance, and theatre courses; the
number and certification status of educators providing instruction in the
courses; educational facilities designed and classroom space equipped for
fine arts instruction; and the manner in which schools are providing the
core curricular content for fine arts established in the Next Generation
Sunshine State Standards. The report shall be posted on the Department
of Education’s website and updated annually.

Section 27. This act shall take effect July 1, 2014.

And the title is amended as follows:

JOURNAL OF THE SENATE

May 2, 2014

Remove everything before the enacting clause and insert: A bill to be
entitled An act relating to education; amending s. 1001.42, F.S.; re-
quiring a school that includes middle grades to include information,
data, and instructional strategies in its school improvement plan; re-
quiring a school that includes middle grades to implement an early
warning system based on indicators to identify students in need of ad-
ditional academic support; amending s. 1003.02, F.S.; requiring a district
school board to notify parents of return on investment relating to in-
dustry certifications; amending s. 1003.42, F.S.; providing State Board of
Education duties relating to middle grades courses; amending s.
1003.4203, F.S.; providing for career and professional education (CAPE)
digital materials, digital tool certificates, career innovation courses, and
academic acceleration industry certifications; deleting provisions relat-
ing to certain recognition of digital skills; amending s. 1003.4282, F.S.;
providing that certain courses meet high school graduation credit re-
quirements in science; amending s. 1003.4285, F.S.; revising require-
ments for scholar and merit high school diploma designations; amending
s. 1003.491, F.S.; providing components of career and professional edu-
cation; amending s. 1003.492, F.S.; requiring return-on-investment in-
formation for career education; amending s. 1003.4935, F.S.; authorizing
additional FTE funding for certain industry certifications; amending s.
1003.53, F.S.; authorizing dropout prevention and academic intervention
services for a student identified by a school’s early warning system,;
amending s. 1006.135, F.S.; including middle grades schools under pro-
visions prohibiting hazing; revising the definition of the term “hazing”;
requiring a school district policy that prohibits hazing and establishes
consequences for an act of hazing; revising penalty provisions and pro-
viding for applicability; amending s. 1007.271, F.S.; requiring dual en-
rollment articulation agreements to include requirements for a collegiate
high school program; providing for enforcement of compliance relating to
agreements; creating s. 1007.273, F.S.; establishing the Collegiate High
School Program; requiring each Florida College System institution to
offer a collegiate high school program and specifying requirements for
the program; amending s. 1008.345, F.S.; correcting a cross-reference;
amending s. 1008.44, F.S.; authorizing the Commissioner of Education
to add specified certifications and certificates to the Industry Certifica-
tion Funding List; authorizing Workforce Florida, Inc., to add industry
certifications; amending s. 1011.62, F.S,; establishing weighted funding
for students earning certain industry certifications and certificates;
providing a bonus for teachers providing instruction leading to certain
industry certification; deleting obsolete provisions; revising calculation
of weighted funding for students who graduate early; deleting provisions
relating to recognition of digital skills; amending s. 1012.98, F.S.; pro-
viding requirements relating to professional development, including in-
service plans and instructional strategies, for middle grades educators;
requiring the Department of Education to disseminate professional de-
velopment in the use of integrated digital instruction; creating s.
768.072, F.S.; authorizing district school boards to enter into joint-use
agreements or adopt public access policies; providing immunity from
liability for a district school board that enters into a joint-use agreement
or adopts public access policies except in instances of gross negligence or
intentional misconduct; providing applicability; amending s. 985.622,
F.S.; revising requirements for the multiagency education plan for stu-
dents in juvenile justice education programs; including virtual education
as an option; amending s. 1001.31, F.S.; authorizing instructional per-
sonnel at all juvenile justice facilities to access specific student records at
the district; amending s. 1003.51, F.S.; revising terminology; revising
requirements for rules to be maintained by the State Board of Education;
providing expectations for effective education programs for students in
Department of Juvenile Justice programs; revising requirements for
contract and cooperative agreements for the delivery of appropriate
education services to students in Department of Juvenile Justice pro-
grams; requiring the Department of Education to ensure that juvenile
justice students who are eligible have access to high school equivalency
testing and assist juvenile justice education programs with becoming
high school equivalency testing centers; revising requirements for an
accountability system for all juvenile justice education programs; re-
vising requirements for district school boards; amending s. 1003.52, F.S.;
revising requirements for activities to be coordinated by the coordinators
for juvenile justice education programs; authorizing contracting for
educational assessments; revising requirements for assessments; au-
thorizing access to local virtual education courses; requiring that an
education program shall be based on each student’s transition plan and
assessed educational needs; providing requirements for prevention and
day treatment juvenile justice education programs; requiring progress
monitoring plans for all students not classified as exceptional student
education students; revising requirements for such plans; requiring the
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Department of Education, in partnership with the Department of Ju-
venile Justice, to ensure that school districts and juvenile justice edu-
cation providers develop individualized transition plans; providing re-
quirements for such plans; authorizing the Secretary of Juvenile Justice
or the director of a juvenile justice program to request that a school
district teacher’s performance be reviewed by the district and that the
teacher be reassigned in certain circumstances; requiring the Depart-
ment of Education to establish by rule objective and measurable student
performance measures and program performance ratings; providing re-
quirements for such ratings; requiring a comprehensive accountability
and program improvement process; providing requirements for such a
process; deleting provisions for minimum thresholds for the standards
and key indicators for education programs in juvenile justice facilities;
revising data collection and annual report requirements; deleting pro-
visions concerning the Arthur Dozier School for Boys; requiring rule-
making; amending s. 1001.42, F.S; revising terminology; revising a
cross-reference; amending s. 1003.4282, F.S.; revising provisions relat-
ing to the online course requirement for a standard high school diploma;
providing construction with respect to the passage of similar legislation;
creating s. 1003.4995, F.S.; requiring the Commissioner of Education to
prepare an annual report relating to student access to and participation
in fine arts courses and information on educators, facilities, and in-
struction in such courses; providing an effective date.

Senator Legg moved the following amendment which was adopted:

Senate Amendment 1 (796932) (with title amendment) to House
Amendment 1 (937491)—Delete lines 5-2114 and insert:

Section 1. Subsection (18) of section 1001.42, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1001.42 Powers and duties of district school board.—The district
school board, acting as a board, shall exercise all powers and perform all
duties listed below:

(18) IMPLEMENT SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT AND ACCOUNT-
ABILITY.—Maintain a state system of school improvement and educa-
tion accountability as provided by statute and State Board of Education
rule. This system of school improvement and education accountability
shall be consistent with, and implemented through, the district’s con-
tinuing system of planning and budgeting required by this section and
ss. 1008.385, 1010.01, and 1011.01. This system of school improvement
and education accountability shall comply with the provisions of ss.
1008.33, 1008.34, 1008.345, and 1008.385 and include the following:

(a) School improvement plans.—

1. The district school board shall annually approve and require im-
plementation of a new, amended, or continuation school improvement
plan for each school in the district. If a school has a significant gap in
achievement on statewide assessments pursuant to s. 1008.34(3)(b) by
one or more student subgroups, as defined in the federal Elementary and
Secondary Education Act (ESEA), 20 U.S.C. s. 6311(b)(2)(C)(v)(II); has
not significantly decreased the percentage of students scoring below
satisfactory on statewide assessments; or has significantly lower gra-
duation rates for a subgroup when compared to the state’s graduation
rate, that school’s improvement plan shall include strategies for im-
proving these results. The state board shall adopt rules establishing
thresholds and for determining compliance with this subparagraph

paragraph.

2. A school that includes any of grades 6, 7, or 8 shall include an-
nually in its school improvement plan information and data on the
school’s early warning system required under paragraph (b), including a
list of the early warning indicators used in the system, the number of
students identified by the system as exhibiting two or more early warning
indicators, the number of students by grade level that exhibit each early
warning indicator, and a description of all intervention strategies em-
ployed by the school to improve the academic performance of students
identified by the early warning system. In addition, a school that includes
any of grades 6, 7, or 8 shall describe in its school improvement plan the
strategies used by the school to implement the instructional practices for
middle grades emphasized by the district’s professional development
system pursuant to s. 1012.98(4)(b)9.

(b) Early warning system.—
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1. A school that includes any of grades 6, 7, or 8 shall implement an
early warning system to identify students in grades 6, 7, and 8 who need
additional support to improve academic performance and stay engaged in
school. The early warning system must include the following early
warning indicators:

a. Attendance below 90 percent, regardless of whether absence is ex-
cused or a result of out-of-school suspension.

b. One or more suspensions, whether in school or out of school.
c. Course failure in English Language Arts or mathematics.

d. A Level 1 score on the statewide, standardized assessments in
English Language Arts or mathematics.

A school district may identify additional early warning indicators for use
in a school’s early warning system.

2. When a student exhibits two or more early warning indicators, the
school’s child study team under s. 1003.02 or a school-based team formed
for the purpose of implementing the requirements of this paragraph shall
convene to determine appropriate intervention strategies for the student.
The school shall provide at least 10 days’ written notice of the meeting to
the student’s parent, indicating the meeting’s purpose, time, and location,
and provide the parent the opportunity to participate.

(c)dy Public disclosure.—The district school board shall provide in-
formation regarding the performance of students and educational pro-
grams as required pursuant to ss. 1008.22 and 1008.385 and implement
a system of school reports as required by statute and State Board of
Education rule which shall include schools operating for the purpose of
providing educational services to students yeuth in Department of Ju-
venile Justice programs, and for those schools, report on the elements
specified in s. 1003.52(17) 1063-62(19). Annual public disclosure reports
shall be in an easy-to-read report card format and shall include the
school’s grade, high school graduation rate calculated without high
school equivalency examinations GED-tests, disaggregated by student
ethnicity, and performance data as specified in state board rule.

(d)¢ey School improvement funds.—The district school board shall
provide funds to schools for developing and implementing school im-
provement plans. Such funds shall include those funds appropriated for
the purpose of school improvement pursuant to s. 24.121(5)(c).

Section 2. Subsection (1) of section 1003.02, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1003.02 District school board operation and control of public K-12
education within the school district.—As provided in part II of chapter
1001, district school boards are constitutionally and statutorily charged
with the operation and control of public K-12 education within their
school district. The district school boards must establish, organize, and
operate their public K-12 schools and educational programs, employees,
and facilities. Their responsibilities include staff development, public K-
12 school student education including education for exceptional students
and students in juvenile justice programs, special programs, adult edu-
cation programs, and career education programs. Additionally, district
school boards must:

(1) Provide for the proper accounting for all students of school age,
for the attendance and control of students at school, and for proper at-
tention to health, safety, and other matters relating to the welfare of
students in the following areas fields:

(a) Admission, classification, promotion, and graduation of stu-
dents.—Adopt rules for admitting, classifying, promoting, and graduat-
ing students to or from the various schools of the district.

(b) Enforcement of attendance laws.—Provide for the enforcement of
all laws and rules relating to the attendance of students at school. Dis-
trict school boards are authorized to establish policies that allow accu-
mulated unexcused tardies, regardless of when they occur during the
school day, and early departures from school to be recorded as unexcused
absences. District school boards are also authorized to establish policies
that require referral to a school’s child study team for students who have
fewer absences than the number required by s. 1003.26(1)(b).

(c) Control of students.—
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1. Adopt rules for the control, attendance, discipline, in-school sus-
pension, suspension, and expulsion of students and decide all cases re-
commended for expulsion.

2. Maintain a code of student conduct as provided in chapter 1006.
(d) Courses of study and instructional materials.—

1. Provide adequate instructional materials for all students as fol-
lows and in accordance with the requirements of chapter 1006, in the
core courses of mathematics, language arts, social studies, science,
reading, and literature, except for instruction for which the school ad-
visory council approves the use of a program that does not include a
textbook as a major tool of instruction.

2. Adopt courses of study for use in the schools of the district.

3. Provide for proper requisitioning, distribution, accounting, sto-
rage, care, and use of all instructional materials as may be needed, and
ensure that instructional materials used in the district are consistent
with the district goals and objectives and the curriculum frameworks
approved by the State Board of Education, as well as with the state and
school district performance standards required by law and state board
rule.

(e) Transportation.—Make provision for the transportation of stu-
dents to the public schools or school activities they are required or ex-
pected to attend, efficiently and economically, in accordance with the
requirements of chapter 1006, which function may be accomplished, in
whole or part, by means of an interlocal agreement under s. 163.01.

(f) Facilities and school plant.—

1. Approve and adopt a districtwide school facilities program, in ac-
cordance with the requirements of chapter 1013.

2. Approve plans for locating, planning, constructing, sanitating,
insuring, maintaining, protecting, and condemning school property as
prescribed in chapter 1013.

3. Approve and adopt a districtwide school building program.

4. Select and purchase school sites, playgrounds, and recreational
areas located at centers at which schools are to be constructed, of ade-
quate size to meet the needs of projected students to be accommodated.

5. Approve the proposed purchase of any site, playground, or re-
creational area for which school district funds are to be used.

6. Expand existing sites.

7. Rent buildings when necessary, which function may be accom-
plished, in whole or part, by means of an interlocal agreement under s.
163.01.

8. Enter into leases or lease-purchase arrangements, in accordance
with the requirements and conditions provided in s. 1013.15(2).

9. Provide for the proper supervision of construction.

10. Make or contract for additions, alterations, and repairs on
buildings and other school properties.

11. Ensure that all plans and specifications for buildings provide
adequately for the safety and well-being of students, as well as for
economy of construction.

12. Provide adequately for the proper maintenance and upkeep of
school plants, which function may be accomplished, in whole or part, by
means of an interlocal agreement under s. 163.01.

13. Carry insurance on every school building in all school plants
including contents, boilers, and machinery, except buildings of three
classrooms or less which are of frame construction and located in a tenth
class public protection zone as defined by the Florida Inspection and
Rating Bureau, and on all school buses and other property under the
control of the district school board or title to which is vested in the
district school board, except as exceptions may be authorized under rules
of the State Board of Education.
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14. Condemn and prohibit the use for public school purposes of any
building under the control of the district school board.

(g) School operation.—

1. Provide for the operation of all public schools as free schools for a
term of 180 days or the equivalent on an hourly basis as specified by
rules of the State Board of Education; determine district school funds
necessary in addition to state funds to operate all schools for the mini-
mum term; and arrange for the levying of district school taxes necessary
to provide the amount needed from district sources.

2. Prepare, adopt, and timely submit to the Department of Educa-
tion, as required by law and by rules of the State Board of Education, the
annual school budget, so as to promote the improvement of the district
school system.

(h) Records and reports.—

1. Keep all necessary records and make all needed and required re-
ports, as required by law or by rules of the State Board of Education.

2. At regular intervals require reports to be made by principals or
teachers in all public schools to the parents of the students enrolled and
in attendance at their schools, apprising them of the academic and other
progress being made by the student and giving other useful information.

(1) Parental notification of acceleration options.—At the beginning of
each school year, notify parents of students in or entering high school of
the opportunity and benefits of advanced placement, International
Baccalaureate, Advanced International Certificate of Education, dual
enrollment, and Florida Virtual School courses and options for early
graduation under s. 1003.4281.

() Return on investment.—Notify the parent of a student who earns
an industry certification that articulates for postsecondary credit of the
estimated cost savings to the parent before the student’s high school
graduation versus the cost of acquiring such certification after high school
graduation, which would include the tuition and fees associated with
available postsecondary credits. Also, the student and the parent must be
informed of any additional industry certifications available to the stu-
dent.

Section 3. Subsection (1) of section 1003.42, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1003.42 Required instruction.—

(1) Each district school board shall provide all courses required for
middle grades promotion, high school graduation, and appropriate in-
struction designed to ensure that students meet State Board of Educa-
tion adopted standards in the following subject areas: reading and other
language arts, mathematics, science, social studies, foreign languages,
health and physical education, and the arts. The state board must remove
a middle grades course in the Course Code Directory that does not fully
integrate all appropriate curricular content required by s. 1003.41 and
may approve a new course only if it meets the required curricular content.

Section 4. Section 1003.4203, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1003.4203 Digital materials, CAPE Digital Tool-reeognitions; certi-
ficates, and technical assistance.—

(1) DIGITAL MATERIALS.—Each district school board, in con-
sultation with the district school superintendent, shall make available
digital materials, CAPE Digital Tool certificates, and CAPE industry
certifications for students in prekindergarten through grade 12 in order
to enable students to attain digital skills. The digital materials, CAPE
Digital Tool certificates, and CAPE industry certifications may be in-
tegrated into subject area curricula, offered as a separate course, made
available through open-access options, or deployed through online or

digital computer applications;-subjeet-to-available funding.

(2) CAPE ESE DIGITAL TOOLS.—Beginning-with—the-2013-2014
sehoolyear; Each district school board, in consultation with the district
school superintendent, shall make available digital and instructional
materials, including software applications, to students with disabilities
who are in prekindergarten through grade 12. Beginning with the 2015-
2016 school year:
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(a) Digital materials may include CAPE Digital Tool certificates,
workplace industry certifications, and OSHA industry certifications
identified pursuant to s. 1008.44 for students with disabilities; and

(b) Each student’s individual educational plan for students with
disabilities developed pursuant to this chapter must identify the CAPE
Digital Tool certificates and CAPE industry certifications the student
seeks to attain before high school graduation.

(34 CAPE DIGITAL TOOL CERTIFICATES.—

Subjeet—to—avail-
ablefunding by Deeember1,20613; The department shall identify, by
June 15 of each year CAPE ngztal Tool certlﬁcates that eeﬁtrlﬁ&et—wﬁh

mdlcate a student’s dlgltal skllls The department shall notify each
school district when the certificates are eertifieate—is developed—and
available. The certificates eertifieate shall be made available to all public
elementary and middle grades students at—ne—eest—to—the—distriets—or
ehartersehools.

(a) Targeted skills to be mastered for the certificate include digital
skills that are necessary to the student’s academic work and skills the
student may need in future employment. The skills must include, but are
not limited to, word processing; spreadsheets;-spreadsheet-display-and
ereation—of presentations, including sound, motion, and color presenta-
tions; dtgltal arts, cybersecurity; and coding ineladingsound—textand

5 consistent with CAPE industry certifications that
are listed on the CAPE Industry Certification Funding List, pursuant to
ss. 1003.492 and 1008.44. CAPE Digital Tool certificates earned by stu-
dents are eligible for additional full-time equivalent membership pur-
suant to s. 1011.62(1)(0)1.a s—31603-492.

te—e&lﬂn—t—he—eeft—lﬁe&te— The school dlstrlct shall notlfy each middle school
advisory council of the methods of delivery of the open-access content
and assessments for the certificates eertifieate. If there is no middle
school advisory council, notification must be provided to the district
advisory council.

(¢) The Legislature intends that by July 1, 2018, on an annual basis,
at least 75 percent of public middle grades students earn at least one

CAPE Digital Tool certificate aFleridaDigital Tools-Certifieate.
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(4) CAPE INDUSTRY CERTIFICATIONS.—

(@) CAPE industry certifications, issued to middle school and high
school students, which do not articulate for college credit, are eligible for
additional full-time equivalent membership pursuant to s. 1011.62(1)(o)
1.b.

(b) CAPE industry certifications, issued to high school students,
which articulate for college credit, are eligible for additional full-time
equivalent membership pursuant to s. 1011.62(1)(0)1.b.

(5) CAPE INNOVATION AND CAPE ACCELERATION.—

(@) CAPE Innovation.—Up to five courses annually approved by the
commissioner that combine academic and career content, and perfor-
mance outcome expectations that, if achieved by a student, shall articulate
for college credit and be eligible for additional full-time equivalent
membership pursuant to s. 1011.62(1)(0)1.c. Such approved courses must
incorporate at least two third-party assessments that, if successfully
completed by a student, shall articulate for college credit. At least one of
the two third-party assessments must be associated with an industry
certification that is identified on the CAPE Industry Certification Fund-
ing List. Each course that is approved by the commissioner must be
specifically identified in the Course Code Directory as a CAPE Innovation
Course.

(b) CAPE Acceleration.—Industry certifications, annually approved
by the commissioner, that articulate for 15 or more college credit hours
and, if successfully completed, shall be eligible for additional full-time
equivalent membership pursuant to s. 1011.62(1)(0)1.d. Each approved
industry certification must be specifically identified in the CAPE Industry
Certification Funding List as a CAPE Acceleration Industry Certification.

(6) GRADE POINT AVERAGE CALCULATION.—For purposes of
calculating grade point average, a grade in a course that is level 3 or
above and leads to an industry certification must be weighted the same as
a grade in an Honors course.

(7)669 TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—

(@) The Department of Education er—a—ecompany—eontracted—with
under-subseetion4) shall collaborate with Florida educators and school
leaders to provide technical assistance to district school boards in the
implementation of this section. Technical assistance to districts shall
include, but is not limited to, identification of digital resources, primarily
open-access resources, including digital curriculum, instructional mate-
rials, media assets, and other digital tools and applications; training
mechanisms for teachers and others to facilitate integration of digital
resources and technologies into instructional strategies; and model po-
licies and procedures that support sustainable implementation prac-
tices.

(b) Public schools may provide students with access to third-party
assessment centers and career and professional academy curricula in a
digital format in support of CAPE Digital Tool certificates and CAPE
industry certifications, pursuant to ss. 1003.4203 and 1008.44, to assist
public schools and school districts to establish Florida Digital Class-
rooms.

(8)¢6) PARTNERSHIPS.—

(a) A district school board may seek partnerships with other school
districts, private businesses, postsecondary institutions, or consultants
to offer classes and instruction to teachers and students to assist the
school district in providing digital materials, CAPE Digital Tool re-
eognitionsand certificates, and CAPE industry certifications established
pursuant to this section.

(b) Third-party assessment providers and career and professional
academy curricula providers are encouraged to provide annual training
to staff of the Department of Education, staff of school district offices,
instructional staff of public schools, including charter schools, and other
appropriate administrative staff through face-to-face training models;
online, video conferencing training models; and through state, regional,
or conference presentations.

(9¢H RULES.—The State Board of Education shall adopt rules to
administer this section.
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Section 5. Subsection (5) of section 1003.4281, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1003.4281 Early high school graduation.—

Section 6. Subsection (3) of section 1003.492, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1003.492 Industry-certified career education programs.—

(3) The Department of Education shall collect student achievement
and performance data in industry-certified career education programs
and career-themed courses and shall work with Workforce Florida, Inc.,
in the analysis of collected data. The data collection and analyses shall
examine the performance of participating students over time. Perfor-
mance factors shall include, but not be limited to, graduation rates, re-
tention rates, Florida Bright Futures Scholarship awards, additional
educational attainment, employment records, earnings, industry certi-
fication, return on investment, and employer satisfaction. The results of
this study shall be submitted to the President of the Senate and the
Speaker of the House of Representatives annually by December 31.

Section 7. Subsection (4) is added to section 1003.4935, Florida
Statutes, to read:

1003.4935 Middle grades career and professional academy courses
and career-themed courses.—

(4) CAPE Digital Tool certificates and CAPE industry certifications
offered in the middle grades that are included on the CAPE Industry
Certification Funding List, if earned by students, are eligible for addi-
tional full-time equivalent membership pursuant to s. 1011.62(1)(0)1.a.
and b.

Section 8. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section 1003.53, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

1003.53 Dropout prevention and academic intervention.—
(1)

(¢) A student shall be identified as being eligible to receive services
funded through the dropout prevention and academic intervention pro-
gram based upon one of the following criteria:

1. The student is academically unsuccessful as evidenced by low test
scores, retention, failing grades, low grade point average, falling behind
in earning credits, or not meeting the state or district proficiency levels
in reading, mathematics, or writing.

2. The student has a pattern of excessive absenteeism or has been
identified as a habitual truant.

3. The student has a history of disruptive behavior in school or has
committed an offense that warrants out-of-school suspension or expul-
sion from school according to the district school board’s code of student
conduct. For the purposes of this program, “disruptive behavior” is be-
havior that:

a. Interferes with the student’s own learning or the educational
process of others and requires attention and assistance beyond that
which the traditional program can provide or results in frequent conflicts
of a disruptive nature while the student is under the jurisdiction of the
school either in or out of the classroom; or

b. Severely threatens the general welfare of students or others with
whom the student comes into contact.

4. The student is identified by a school’s early warning system pur-
suant to s. 1001.42(18)(b).

Section 9. Section 1006.135, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
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1006.135 Hazing prohibited at high schools with any of grades 6-12
9-12-prohibited.—

(1) DEFINITION.—As used in this section, “hazing” means any ac-
tion or situation that feeklessl—y—er—m%eﬂt—}ena-l—ly endangers the mental or
physical health or safety of a student at a high school with any of grades
6 9 through 12 for purposes including, but not limited to, initiation or
admission into or affiliation with any organization operating under the
sanction of a high school with any of grades 6 9 through 12. “Hazing”
includes, but is not limited to:;

(@) Pressuring, er coercing, or forcing a the student into:
1. Violating state or federal law;;
2. Consuming any food, liquor, drug, or other substance; or

3. Participating in physical activity that could adversely affect the
health or safety of the student.

(b) Any brutality of a physical nature, such as whipping, beating,
brandlng, or exposure to the elements,—fefeed—eeﬂsumpﬂeﬂ—ef—aﬂy—feed—,

Hazing does not include customary athletic events or other similar
contests or competitions or any activity or conduct that furthers a legal
and legitimate objective.

(2) SCHOOL DISTRICT POLICY.—Each school district shall adopt
in rule a policy that prohibits hazing and establishes consequences for a
student who commits an act of hazing. The policy must include:

(@) A definition of hazing, which must include the definition provided
in this section.

(b) A procedure for reporting an alleged act of hazing, including
provisions that permit a person to anonymously report such an act.
Houwever, disciplinary action may not be based solely on an anonymous
report.

(¢) A requirement that a school with any of grades 9 through 12 report
an alleged act of hazing to a local law enforcement agency if the alleged
act meets the criteria established under subsection (3).

(d) A provision for referral of victims and perpetrators of hazing to a
certified school counselor.

(e) A requirement that each incident of hazing be reported in the
school’s safety and discipline report required under s. 1006.09(6). The
report must include the number of hazing incidents reported, the number
of incidents referred to a local law enforcement agency, the number of
incidents that result in disciplinary action taken by the school, and the
number of incidents that do not result in either referral to a local law
enforcement agency or disciplinary action taken by the school.

(362 CRIMINAL PENALTIES.—This subsection applies only to
students in any of grades 9 through 12.

(a)1

A person who commlts an act of hazmg—a—t—h&d—degree—feleay—

seetton~H upon another person who is a member of or an applicant to
any type of student organization commits a felony of the third degree,
punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083, if the person knew or
should have known the act would result in serious bodily injury or death
of such other person and the act hazing results in serious bodily injury or
death of such other person.

2. A person who commlts an act of hazmg—a—ﬁfst—degfee—mis-

she%&aa%u&nalk%eklessh%ﬂm&s—aﬁy—ae&eﬁhaﬂngﬁas—deﬁnedﬂﬂ
subseetion{H upon another person who is a member of or an applicant to
any type of student organization commits a misdemeanor of the first
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degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083, if the person
knew or should have known the act would create a potential risk of
physical injury or death to such other person and the act hazing creates a
potential sabstantial risk of physical injury or death to such other per-
son.

(b)4) As a condition of any sentence imposed pursuant to paragraph

(a) subseetion(2)-or-subseetion(3), the court:

1. Shall order the defendant to attend and complete a 4-hour hazing
education course and may also impose a condition of drug or alcohol
probation.

2. May require the defendant to make a public apology to the students
and victims at the school.

3. May require the defendant to participate in a school-sponsored
antihazing campaign to raise awareness of what constitutes hazing and
the penalties for hazing.

(c)5) It is not a defense to a charge of hazing that:
1.4 Consent of the victim had been obtained;

2.0 The conduct or activity that resulted in the death or injury of a
person was not part of an official organizational event or was not
otherwise sanctioned or approved by the organization; or

3.4e) The conduct or activity that resulted in death or injury of the
person was not done as a condition of membership to an organization.

(4)66) CONSTRUCTION.—This section shall not be construed to
preclude prosecution for a more general offense resulting from the same
criminal transaction or episode.

Section 10. Section 1007.273, Florida Statutes, is created to read:
1007.273 Collegiate high school program.—

(1) Each Florida College System institution shall work with each
district school board in its designated service area to establish one or more
collegiate high school programs.

(2) At a minimum, collegiate high school programs must include an
option for public school students in grade 11 or grade 12 participating in
the program, for at least 1 full school year, to earn CAPE industry cer-
tifications pursuant to s. 1008.44 and to successfully complete 30 credit
hours through the dual enrollment program under s. 1007.271 toward the
first year of college for an associate degree or baccalaureate degree while
enrolled in the program.

(3) Each district school board and its local Florida College System
institution shall execute a contract to establish one or more collegiate high
school programs at a mutually agreed upon location or locations. Be-
ginning with the 2015-2016 school year, if the institution does not es-
tablish a program with a district school board in its designated service
area, another Florida College System institution may execute a contract
with that district school board to establish the program. The contract
must be executed by January 1 of each school year for implementation of
the program during the next school year. The contract must:

(a) Identify the grade levels to be included in the collegiate high school
program which must, at a minimum, include grade 12.

(b) Describe the collegiate high school program, including the deli-
neation of courses and industry certifications offered, including online
course availability; the high school and college credits earned for each
postsecondary course completed and industry certification earned; stu-
dent eligibility criteria; and the enrollment process and relevant dead-
lines.

(¢) Describe the methods, medium, and process by which students and
their parents are annually informed about the availability of the col-
legiate high school program, the return on investment associated with
participation in the program, and the information described in para-

graphs (@) and (b).

(d) Identify the delivery methods for instruction and the instructors
for all courses.
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(e) Identify student advising services and progress monitoring me-
chanisms.

() Establish a program review and reporting mechanism regarding
student performance outcomes.

(8) Describe the terms of funding arrangements to implement the
collegiate high school program.

(4) Each student participating in a collegiate high school program
must enter into a student performance contract which must be signed by
the student, the parent, and a representative of the school district and the
applicable Florida College System institution, state university, or other
institution participating pursuant to subsection (5). The performance
contract must include the schedule of courses, by semester, and industry
certifications to be taken by the student, student attendance requirements,
and course grade requirements.

(5) In addition to executing a contract with the local Florida College
System institution under this section, a district school board may execute
a contract to establish a collegiate high school program with a state
university or an institution that is eligible to participate in the William L.
Boyd, IV, Florida Resident Access Grant Program, that is a nonprofit
independent college or university located and chartered in this state, and
that is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Asso-
ciation of Colleges and Schools to grant baccalaureate degrees. Such
university or institution must meet the requirements specified under
subsections (3) and (4).

(6) The collegiate high school program shall be funded pursuant to ss.
1007.271 and 1011.62. The State Board of Education shall enforce
compliance with this section by withholding the transfer of funds for the
school districts and the Florida College System institutions in accordance
with s. 1008.32.

Section 11. Subsection (5) of section 1008.345, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1008.345 Implementation of state system of school improvement and
education accountability.—

(5) The commissioner shall report to the Legislature and recommend
changes in state policy necessary to foster school improvement and
education accountability. Included in the report shall be a list of the
schools, including schools operating for the purpose of providing educa-
tional services to youth in Department of Juvenile Justice programs, for
which district school boards have developed intervention and support
strategies and an analysis of the various strategies used by the school
boards. School reports shall be distributed pursuant to this subsection
and s. 1001.42(18)(c) 38031-4238)b) and according to rules adopted by
the State Board of Education.

Section 12. Section 1008.44, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1008.44 Industry-eertifieations; CAPE Industry Certification Fund-
ing List and CAPE Postsecondary Industry Certification Funding List.—

(1) Pursuant to ss. 1003.4203 and s- 1003.492, the Department of
Education shall, at least annually, identify, under rules adopted by the

State Board of Educatlon and the—I—nd&sth—Gemﬁe&t}eﬂ—Fuﬂdiﬂg—Lrst

pufsaﬂﬂt—te—s—l:g-l—l—% the Commlssmner of Educatzon may at any time

recommend adding the following certificates, certifications, and courses:-

(a) CAPE industry certifications identified on the CAPE Industry
Certification Funding List that must be applied in the distribution of
funding to school districts pursuant to s. 1011.62(1)(o). The CAPE In-
dustry Certification Funding List shall incorporate by reference the in-
dustry certifications on the career pathways list approved for the Florida
Gold Seal Vocational Scholars award. In addition, by August 1 of each
year, the not-for-profit corporation established pursuant to s. 445.004
may annually select one industry certification, that does not articulate for
college credit, for inclusion on the CAPE Industry Certification Funding
List for a period of 3 years unless otherwise approved by the curriculum
review committee pursuant to s. 1003.491. Such industry certifications, if
earned by a student, shall be eligible for additional full-time equivalent
membership, pursuant to s. 1011.62(1)(o)1.
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(b) No more than 15 CAPE Digital Tool certificates limited to the
areas of word processing; spreadsheets; sound, motion, and color pre-
sentations; digital arts; cybersecurity; and coding pursuant to s.
1003.4203(3) that do not articulate for college credit. Such certificates
shall be annually identified on the CAPE Industry Certification Funding
List and updated solely by the Chancellor of Career and Adult Education.
The certificates shall be made available to students in elementary school
and middle school grades and, if earned by a student, shall be eligible for
additional full-time equivalent membership pursuant to s. 1011.62(1)(0)1.

(¢c) CAPE ESE Digital Tool certificates, workplace industry certifica-
tions, and OSHA industry certifications identified by the Chancellor of
Career and Adult Education for students with disabilities pursuant to s.
1003.4203(2). Such certificates and certifications shall be identified on the
CAPE Industry Certification Funding List and, if earned by a student, be
eligible for additional full-time equivalent membership pursuant to s.
1011.62(1D(0)1.

(d) CAPE Innovation Courses that combine academic and career
performance outcomes with embedded industry certifications shall be
annually approved by the Commissioner of Education and identified
pursuant to s. 1003.4203(5)(a) and, if completed by a student, be eligible
for additional full-time equivalent membership pursuant to s.
1011.62(1(0)1.

(e) CAPE Acceleration Industry Certifications that articulate for 15 or
more college credit hours pursuant to s. 1003.4203(5)(b) shall be annually
approved by the Commissioner of Education and, if successfully com-
pleted, shall be eligible for additional full-time equivalent membership
pursuant to s. 1011.62(1)(0)1. The approved industry certifications must
be identified on the CAPE Industry Certification Funding List.

(2) The State Board of Education shall approve, at least annually,
the CAPE Postsecondary Industry Certification Funding List pursuant
to this section. The Commissioner of Education shall recommend, at
least annually, the CAPE Postsecondary Industry Certification Funding
List to the State Board of Education and may at any time recommend
adding certifications. The Chancellor of the State University System, the
Chancellor of the Florida College System, and the Chancellor of Career
and Adult Education shall work with local workforce boards, other
postsecondary institutions, businesses, and industry to identify, create,
and recommend to the Commissioner of Education industry certifica-
tions to be placed on the funding list. The list shall be used to determine
annual performance funding distributions to school districts or Florida
College System institutions as specified in ss. 1011.80 and 1011.81, re-
spectively. The chancellors shall review results of the economic security
report of employment and earning outcomes produced annually pur-
suant to s. 445.07 s—445-007 when determining recommended certifica-
tions for the list, as well as other reports and indicators available re-
garding certification needs.

(3) Inthe case of rigorous industry certifications that have embedded
prerequisite minimum age, grade level, diploma or degree, postgradua-
tion period of work experience of at least 12 months, or other reasonable
requirements that may limit the extent to which a student can complete
all requirements of the certification recognized by industry for employ-
ment purposes, the Commissioner of Education shall differentiate con-
tent, instructional, and assessment requirements that, when provided by
a public institution and satisfactorily attained by a student, indicate
accomplishment of requirements necessary for funding pursuant to ss.
1011.62, 1011.80, and 1011.81, notwithstanding attainment of pre-
requisite requirements necessary for recognition by industry for em-
ployment purposes. The differentiated requirements established by the
Commissioner of Education shall be included on i the CAPE Industry
Certification Funding List at the time the certification is adopted.

(4)(a) CAPE industry certifications and CAPE Digital Tool certifi-
cates placed on the CAPE Industry Certification Funding List must in-
clude the version of the certifications and certificates available at the time
of the adoption and, without further review and approval, include the
subsequent updates to the certifications and certificates on the approved
list, unless the certifications and certificates are specifically removed from
the CAPE Industry Certification Funding List by the Commissioner of
Education.

(b) The Commissioner of Education may limit CAPE industry certi-
fications and CAPE Digital Tool certificates to students in certain grades
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based on formal recommendations by providers of CAPE industry certi-
fications and CAPE Digital Tool certificates.

(¢) The Articulation Coordinating Committee shall review statewide
articulation agreement proposals for industry certifications and make
recommendations to the State Board of Education for approval. After an
industry certification is adopted by the State Board of Education for in-
clusion on the Industry Certification Funding List, the Chancellor of
Career and Adult Education, within 90 days, must provide to the Ar-
ticulation Coordinating Committee recommendations for articulation of
postsecondary credit for related degrees for the approved certifications.

Section 13. Paragraphs (o), (p), and (s) of subsection (1) of section
1011.62, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1011.62 Funds for operation of schools.—If the annual allocation
from the Florida Education Finance Program to each district for opera-
tion of schools is not determined in the annual appropriations act or the
substantive bill implementing the annual appropriations act, it shall be
determined as follows:

(1) COMPUTATION OF THE BASIC AMOUNT TO BE INCLUDED
FOR OPERATION.—The following procedure shall be followed in de-
termining the annual allocation to each district for operation:

(o) Calculation of additional full-time equivalent membership based
on successful completion of a career-themed course pursuant to ss.
1003.491, 1003.492, and 1003.493, or courses with embedded CAPE in-
dustry certifications or CAPE Digital Tool certificates, and issuance of
industry certification identified on i the CAPE Industry Certification
Funding List pursuant to rules adopted by the State Board of Education
or CAPE Digital Tool certificates pursuant to s. 1003.4203.—

la. Avalueof 0.025 full-time equivalent student membership shall be
calculated for CAPE Digital Tool certificates earned by students in ele-
mentary and middle school grades.

b.& A value of 0.1 or 0.2 full-time equivalent student membership
shall be calculated for each student who completes a eareer-themed
course as defined in s. 1003.493(1)(b) or courses with embedded CAPE
industry certifications and who is issued an industry certification iden-
tified annually on in the CAPE Industry Certification Funding List ap-
proved under rules adopted by the State Board of Educatlon @he—ma*

- A Value of 0 2 full- tlme equlvalent member-
ship shall be calculated for each student who is issued a CAPE as in-
dustry certification that has a statewide articulation agreement for
college credit approved by the State Board of Education. For CAPE in-
dustry certifications that do not articulate for college credit, the De-
partment of Education shall assign a full-time equivalent value of 0.1 for
each certification. Middle grades students who earn additional FTE
membership for a CAPE Digital Tool certificate pursuant to sub- sub-
paragraph a. may not use the previously funded examination to satisfy
the requirements for earning an industry certification under this sub-
subparagraph. Additional FTE membership for an elementary or middle
grades student shall not exceed 0.1 for certificates or certifications earned
within the same fiscal year. The State Board of Education shall include
the assigned values on in the CAPE Industry Certification Funding List
under rules adopted by the state board. Such value shall be added to the

total full-time equivalent student membership in—seeendary—eareer

edueation-programs for grades 6 9 through 12 in the subsequent year for
courses that were not provided through dual enrollment. CAPE industry

certifications earned through dual enrollment must be reported and
funded pursuant to s. 1011.80 ss—31611-80-and1011-81.

c. A value of 0.3 full-time equivalent student membership shall be
calculated for student completion of the courses and the embedded certi-
fications identified on the CAPE Industry Certification Funding List and
approved by the commissioner pursuant to s. 1003.4203(5)(a) and s.
1008.44.

d. A value of 0.5 full-time equivalent student membership shall be
calculated for CAPE Acceleration Industry Certifications that articulate
for 15 to 29 college credit hours, and 1.0 full-time equivalent student
membership shall be calculated for CAPE Acceleration Industry Certifi-
cations that articulate for 30 or more college credit hours pursuant to
CAPE Acceleration Industry Certifications approved by the commissioner
pursuant to ss. 1003.4203(5)(b) and 1008.44.
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2. Each district must allocate at least 80 percent of the funds pro-
vided for CAPE industry certification, in accordance with this para-
graph, to the program that generated the funds. This allocation may not
be used to supplant funds pr0v1ded for basm operation of the program

3. For CAPE industry certifications earned in the 2013-2014 school
year and in subsequent years, the school district shall distribute to each
classroom teacher who provided direct instruction toward the attain-
ment of @ CAPE an industry certification that qualified for additional
full-time equivalent membership under subparagraph 1.:

a. A bonus in the amount of $25 for each student taught by a teacher
who provided instruction in a course that led to the attainment of a
CAPE an industry certification on the CAPE Industry Certification
Funding List with a weight of 0.1.

b. Abonus in the amount of $50 for each student taught by a teacher
who provided instruction in a course that led to the attainment of a
CAPE an industry certification on the CAPE Industry Certification
Funding List with a weight of 0.2, 0.3, 0.5, and 1.0.

Bonuses awarded pursuant to this paragraph shall be provided to tea-
chers who are employed by the district in the year in which the addi-
tional FTE membership calculation is included in the calculation. Bo-
nuses shall be calculated based upon the associated weight of @ CAPE an
industry certification on the CAPE Industry Certification Funding List
for the year in which the certification is earned by the student. Any
bonus awarded to a teacher under this paragraph may not exceed $2,000
in any given school year and is in addition to any regular wage or other
bonus the teacher received or is scheduled to receive.

(p) Calculation of additional full-time equivalent membership based
upon early high school graduation. —Ne&mths%aﬁd—mg—s—l—@—l—l—é—}éél—)—
Each unpaid-highsehooleredit-delivered-bya school district may receive
funding for each during the student’s-prior-enrollment-may bereported

student who graduates early pur-
suant to s. 1003.4281. A district may earn 0.25 additional repert-up-teH
2 FTE fer—aﬂ-pﬁ*d—ered—rts—del-wered—by—ﬁk&d-}sm% for a student who
graduates one semester in advance of the student’s cohort and 0.5 ad-
ditional anduap-teI FTE for a student who graduates 1 year or more in
advance of the student’s cohort. If the student was enrolled in the district
as a full-time high school student for at least 2 years, the district shall
report the additional unpaid FTE for payment in the subsequent fiscal
year deliveredbythe-distriet-duringthe-student'sprior-enrellment. If
the student was enrolled in the district for less than 2 years, the district

of enrollment shall report the addztwnal unpaid FTE deh*%ered—by—t—he

transfer a proportionate share of the funds earned for early graduation
the-unpaid ETE to the district in which the student was previously en-
rolled. Additional FTE included in the 2014-2015 Florida Education
Finance Program for early graduation shall be reported and funded
pursuant to this paragraph.
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Section 14. Paragraph (d) is added to subsection (3) of section
1012.98, Florida Statutes, and subsections (4) and (7) of that section are
amended, to read:

1012.98 School Community Professional Development Act.—
(3) The activities designed to implement this section must:

(d) Provide middle grades instructional personnel and school ad-
ministrators with the knowledge, skills, and best practices necessary to
support excellence in classroom instruction and educational leadership.

(4) The Department of Education, school districts, schools, Florida
College System institutions, and state universities share the responsi-
bilities described in this section. These responsibilities include the fol-
lowing:

(a)I. The department shall disseminate to the school community
research-based professional development methods and programs that
have demonstrated success in meeting identified student needs. The
Commissioner of Education shall use data on student achievement to
identify student needs. The methods of dissemination must include a
web-based statewide performance support system, including a database
of exemplary professional development activities, a listing of available
professional development resources, training programs, and available
assistance.

2. The web-based statewide performance support system established
pursuant to subparagraph 1. must include for middle grades, subject to
appropriation, materials related to classroom instruction, including in-
tegrated digital instruction and competency-based instruction; CAPE
Digital Tool certificates and CAPE industry certifications; classroom
management; student behavior and interaction; extended learning op-
portunities for students; and instructional leadership.

(b) Each school district shall develop a professional development
system as specified in subsection (3). The system shall be developed in
consultation with teachers, teacher-educators of Florida College System
institutions and state universities, business and community re-
presentatives, and local education foundations, consortia, and profes-
sional organizations. The professional development system must:

1. Be approved by the department. All substantial revisions to the
system shall be submitted to the department for review for continued
approval.

2. Be based on analyses of student achievement data and instruc-
tional strategies and methods that support rigorous, relevant, and
challenging curricula for all students. Schools and districts, in develop-
ing and refining the professional development system, shall also review
and monitor school discipline data; school environment surveys; as-
sessments of parental satisfaction; performance appraisal data of tea-
chers, managers, and administrative personnel; and other performance
indicators to identify school and student needs that can be met by im-
proved professional performance.

3. Provide inservice activities coupled with followup support appro-
priate to accomplish district-level and school-level improvement goals
and standards. The inservice activities for instructional personnel shall
focus on analysis of student achievement data, ongoing formal and in-
formal assessments of student achievement, identification and use of
enhanced and differentiated instructional strategies that emphasize
rigor, relevance, and reading in the content areas, enhancement of
subject content expertise, integrated use of classroom technology that
enhances teaching and learning, classroom management, parent in-
volvement, and school safety.

4. Include a master plan for inservice activities, pursuant to rules of
the State Board of Education, for all district employees from all fund
sources. The master plan shall be updated annually by September 1,
must be based on input from teachers and district and school instruc-
tional leaders, and must use the latest available student achievement
data and research to enhance rigor and relevance in the classroom. Each
district inservice plan must be aligned to and support the school-based
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inservice plans and school improvement plans pursuant to s.
1001.42(18). Each district inservice plan must provide a description of the
training that middle grades instructional personnel and school admin-
istrators receive on the district’s code of student conduct adopted pursuant
to s. 1006.07; integrated digital instruction and competency-based in-
struction and CAPE Digital Tool certificates and CAPE industry certifi-
cations; classroom management; student behavior and interaction; ex-
tended learning opportunities for students; and instructional leadership.
District plans must be approved by the district school board annually in
order to ensure compliance with subsection (1) and to allow for dis-
semination of research-based best practices to other districts. District
school boards must submit verification of their approval to the Com-
missioner of Education no later than October 1, annually. Each school
principal may establish and maintain an individual professional devel-
opment plan for each instructional employee assigned to the school as a
seamless component to the school improvement plans developed pur-
suant to s. 1001.42(18). An individual professional development plan
must be related to specific performance data for the students to whom
the teacher is assigned, define the inservice objectives and specific
measurable improvements expected in student performance as a result
of the inservice activity, and include an evaluation component that de-
termines the effectiveness of the professional development plan.

5. Include inservice activities for school administrative personnel
that address updated skills necessary for instructional leadership and
effective school management pursuant to s. 1012.986.

6. Provide for systematic consultation with regional and state per-
sonnel designated to provide technical assistance and evaluation of local
professional development programs.

7. Provide for delivery of professional development by distance
learning and other technology-based delivery systems to reach more
educators at lower costs.

8. Provide for the continuous evaluation of the quality and effec-
tiveness of professional development programs in order to eliminate
ineffective programs and strategies and to expand effective ones. Eva-
luations must consider the impact of such activities on the performance
of participating educators and their students’ achievement and behavior.

9. For middle grades, emphasize:
a. Interdisciplinary planning, collaboration, and instruction.

b. Alignment of curriculum and instructional materials to the state
academic standards adopted pursuant to s. 1003.41.

c. Use of small learning communities; problem-solving, inquiry-dri-
ven research and analytical approaches for students; strategies and tools
based on student needs; competency-based instruction; integrated digital
instruction; and project-based instruction.

Each school that includes any of grades 6, 7, or 8 must include in its
school improvement plan, required under s. 1001.42(18), a description of
the specific strategies used by the school to implement each item listed in
this subparagraph.

(7)(@) The Department of Education shall disseminate, using web-
based technology, research-based best practice methods by which the
state and district school boards may evaluate and improve the profes-
sional development system. The best practices must include data that
indicate the progress of all students. The department shall report an-
nually to the State Board of Education and the Legislature any school
district that, in the determination of the department, has failed to pro-
vide an adequate professional development system. This report must
include the results of the department’s investigation and of any inter-
vention provided.

(b) The department shall also disseminate, using web-based technol-
0gy, professional development in the use of integrated digital instruction
at schools that include middle grades. The professional development must
provide training and materials that districts can use to provide instruc-
tional personnel with the necessary knowledge, skills, and strategies to
effectively blend digital instruction into subject-matter curricula. The
professional development must emphasize online learning and research
techniques, reading instruction, the use of digital devices to supplement
the delivery of curricular content to students, and digital device man-
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agement and security. Districts are encouraged to incorporate the pro-
fessional development as part of their professional development system.

Section 15. Paragraph (k) is added to subsection (2) and paragraph
(y) is added to subsection (3) of section 11.45, Florida Statutes, and
subsection (8) of that section is amended, to read:

11.45 Definitions; duties; authorities; reports; rules.—
(2) DUTIES.—The Auditor General shall:

(k) Annually conduct operational audits of the accounts and records
of eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organizations receiving eligible
contributions under s. 1002.395, including any contracts for services with
related entities, to determine compliance with the provisions of that sec-
tion. Such audits shall include, but not be limited to, a determination of
the eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization’s compliance with
s. 1002.395(6)(j). The Auditor General shall provide its report on the re-
sults of the audits to the Governor, the President of the Senate, the
Speaker of the House of Representatives, the Chief Financial Officer, and
the Legislative Auditing Committee, within 30 days of completion of the
audit.

The Auditor General shall perform his or her duties independently but
under the general policies established by the Legislative Auditing
Committee. This subsection does not limit the Auditor General’s dis-
cretionary authority to conduct other audits or engagements of govern-
mental entities as authorized in subsection (3).

(3) AUTHORITY FOR AUDITS AND OTHER ENGAGEMENTS.—
The Auditor General may, pursuant to his or her own authority, or at the
direction of the Legislative Auditing Committee, conduct audits or other
engagements as determined appropriate by the Auditor General of:

(y) The accounts and records of a nonprofit scholarship-funding or-
ganization participating in a state sponsored scholarship program au-
thorized by chapter 1002.

(8) RULES OF THE AUDITOR GENERAL.—The Auditor General,
in consultation with the Board of Accountancy, shall adopt rules for the
form and conduct of all financial audits performed by independent cer-
tified public accountants pursuant to ss. 215.981, 218.39, 1001.453,
1002.395, 1004.28, and 1004.70. The rules for audits of local govern-
mental entities, charter schools, charter technical career centers, and
district school boards must include, but are not limited to, requirements
for the reporting of information necessary to carry out the purposes of
the Local Governmental Entity, Charter School, Charter Technical Ca-
reer Center, and District School Board Financial Emergencies Act as
stated in s. 218.501.

Section 16. Section 1002.385, Florida Statutes, is created to read:

1002.385 Florida personal learning scholarship accounts.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT OF PROGRAM.—The Florida Personal
Learning Scholarship Accounts Program is established to provide the
option for a parent to better meet the individual educational needs of his
or her eligible child.

(2) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the term:

(a) “Approved provider” means a provider approved by the Agency for
Persons with Disabilities, a health care practitioner as defined in s.
456.001(4), or a provider approved by the department pursuant to s.
1002.66.

(b) “Curriculum” means a complete course of study for a particular
content area or grade level, including any required supplemental mate-
rials.

(¢) “Department” means the Department of Education.

(d) “Disability” means, for a student in kindergarten to grade 12,
autism, as defined in s. 393.063(3); cerebral palsy, as defined in s.
393.063(4); Down syndrome, as defined in s. 393.063(13); an intellectual
disability, as defined in s. 393.063(21); Prader-Willi syndrome, as defined
in s. 393.063(25); or Spina bifida, as defined in s. 393.063(36); for a
student in kindergarten, being a high-risk child, as defined in s.
393.063(20)(a); and Williams syndrome.
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(e) “Eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization” or “organi-
zation” has the same meaning as in s. 1002.395.

() “Eligible postsecondary educational institution” means a Florida
College System institution, a state university, a school district technical
center, a school district adult general education center, or an accredited
nonpublic postsecondary educational institution, as defined in s. 1005.02,
which is licensed to operate in the state pursuant to requirements specified
in part III of chapter 1005.

(g) “Eligible private school” means a private school, as defined in s.
1002.01, which is located in this state, which offers an education to stu-
dents in any grade from kindergarten to grade 12, and which meets re-
quirements of:

1. Sections 1002.42 and 1002.421; and

2. A scholarship program under s. 1002.39 or s. 1002.395, as ap-
plicable, if the private school participates in a scholarship program under
s. 1002.39 or s. 1002.395.

(h) “IEP” means individual education plan.

(i) “Parent” means a resident of this state who is a parent, as defined
in s. 1000.21.

(#) “Program” means the Florida Personal Learning Scholarship Ac-
counts Program established in this section.

(3)  PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY.—A parent of a student with a dis-
ability may request and receive from the state a Florida personal learning
scholarship account for the purposes specified in subsection (5) if:

(@) The student:
1. Is a resident of this state;

2. Is eligible to enroll in kindergarten through grade 12 in a public
school in this state;

3. Has a disability as defined in paragraph (2)(d); and

4. Is the subject of an IEP written in accordance with rules of the State
Board of Education or has received a diagnosis of a disability as defined
in subsection (2) from a physician who is licensed under chapter 458 or
chapter 459 or a psychologist who is licensed in this state.

(b) Beginning January, 2015, the parent has applied to an eligible
nonprofit scholarship-funding organization to participate in the program
by February 1 before the school year in which the student will participate
or an alternative date as set by the organization for any vacant, funded
slots. The request must be communicated directly to the organization in a
manner that creates a written or electronic record of the request and the
date of receipt of the request. The organization shall notify the district and
the department of the parent’s intent upon receipt of the parent’s request.

(4) PROGRAM PROHIBITIONS.—
(a) A student is not eligible for the program while he or she is:

1. Enrolled in a public school, including, but not limited to, the
Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind, the Florida Virtual School, the
College-Preparatory Boarding Academy, a developmental research school
authorized under s. 1002.32, a charter school authorized under s.
1002.33, s. 1002.331, or s. 1002.332, or a virtual education program
authorized under s. 1002.45;

2. Enrolled in a school operating for the purpose of providing edu-
cational services to youth in the Department of Juvenile Justice com-
mitment programs;

3. Receiving a scholarship pursuant to the Florida Tax Credit Scho-
larship Program under s. 1002.395 or the John M. McKay Scholarships
for Students with Disabilities Program under s. 1002.39; or

4. Receiving any other educational scholarship pursuant to this
chapter.

(b) A student is not eligible for the program if:
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1. The student or student’s parent has accepted any payment, refund,
or rebate, in any manner, from a provider of any services received pur-
suant to subsection (5);

2. The student’s participation in the program has been denied or re-
voked by the Commissioner of Education pursuant to subsection (10); or

3. The student’s parent has forfeited participation in the program for
failure to comply with requirements pursuant to subsection (11).

(56) AUTHORIZED USES OF PROGRAM FUNDS.—Program funds
may be spent for the following purposes:

(a) Instructional materials, including digital devices, digital periph-
ery devices, and assistive technology devices that allow a student to access
instruction or instructional content.

(b) Curriculum as defined in paragraph (2)(b).

(¢) Specialized services by approved providers that are selected by the
parent. These specialized services may include, but are not limited to:

1. Applied behavior analysis services as provided in ss. 627.6686 and
641.31098.

2. Services provided by speech-language pathologists as defined in s.
468.1125.

3. Occupational therapy services as defined in s. 468.203.
4. Services provided by physical therapists as defined in s. 486.021.

5. Services provided by listening and spoken language specialists and
an appropriate acoustical environment for a child who is deaf or hard of
hearing and who has received an implant or assistive hearing device.

(d) Enrollment in, or tuition or fees associated with enrollment in, an
eligible private school, an eligible postsecondary educational institution, a
private tutoring program authorized under s. 1002.43, a virtual program
offered by a department-approved private online provider that meets the
provider qualifications specified in s. 1002.45(2)(a), the Florida Virtual
School as a private paying student, or an approved online course offered
pursuant to s. 1003.499 or s. 1004.0961.

(e) Fees for nationally standardized, norm-referenced achievement
tests, Advanced Placement Examinations, industry certification ex-
aminations, assessments related to postsecondary education, or other
assessments.

() Contributions to the Stanley G. Tate Florida Prepaid College
Program pursuant to s. 1009.98, for the benefit of the eligible student.

(g) Contracted services provided by a public school or school district,
including classes. A student who receives services under a contract under
this paragraph is not considered enrolled in a public school for eligibility
purposes as specified in subsection (4).

A specialized service provider, eligible private school, eligible post-
secondary educational institution, private tutoring program provider,
online or virtual program provider, public school, school district, or other
entity receiving payments pursuant to this subsection may not share, re-
fund, or rebate any moneys from the Florida Personal learning scholar-
ship account with the parent or participating student in any manner.

(6) TERM OF THE PROGRAM.—For purposes of continuity of edu-
cational choice, the program payments made under this section shall
remain in force until a student participating in the program participates
in any of the prohibited activities specified in subsection (4), has funds
revoked by the Commissioner of Education pursuant to subsection (10),
returns to a public school, graduates from high school, or attains 22 years
of age, whichever occurs first. A participating student who enrolls in a
public school or public school program is considered to have returned to a
public school for the purpose of determining the end of the program’s
term.

(7) SCHOOL DISTRICT OBLIGATIONS; PARENTAL OPTIONS.—

(a)1. For a student with a disability who does not have a matrix of
services under s. 1011.62(1)(e) and for whom the parent requests a matrix
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of services, the school district must complete a matrix that assigns the
student to one of the levels of service as they existed before the 2000-2001
school year.

2.a. Within 10 school days after a school district receives notification
of a parent’s request for completion of a matrix of services, the school
district must notify the student’s parent if the matrix of services has not
been completed and inform the parent that the district is required to
complete the matrix within 30 days after receiving notice of the parent’s
request for the matrix of services. This notice must include the required
completion date for the matrix.

b. The school district shall complete the matrix of services for a stu-
dent whose parent has made a request. The school district must provide
the student’s parent with the student’s matrix level within 10 school days
after its completion.

c¢. The department shall notify the parent and the eligible nonprofit
scholarship-funding organization of the amount of the funds awarded
within 10 days after receiving the school district’s notification of the
student’s matrix level.

d. A school district may change a matrix of services only if the change
is to correct a technical, typographical, or calculation error.

(b) For each student participating in the program who chooses to
participate in statewide, standardized assessments under s. 1008.22 or
the Florida Alternate Assessment, the school district in which the student
resides must notify the student and his or her parent about the locations
and times to take all statewide, standardized assessments.

(¢) For each student participating in the program, a school district
shall notify the parent about the availability of a reevaluation at least
every 3 years.

(8) PRIVATE SCHOOL ELIGIBILITY AND OBLIGATIONS.—An
eligible private school may be sectarian or nonsectarian and shall:

(@) Comply with all requirements for private schools participating in
state school choice scholarship programs pursuant to s. 1002.421.

(b) Provide to the eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization,
upon request, all documentation required for the student’s participation,
including the private school’s and student’s fee schedules.

(¢) Be academically accountable to the parent for meeting the educa-
tional needs of the student by:

1. At a minimum, annually providing to the parent a written ex-
planation of the student’s progress.

2. Annually administering or making provision for students partici-
pating in the program in grades 3 through 10 to take one of the nationally
norm-referenced tests identified by the Department of Education or the
statewide assessments pursuant to s. 1008.22. Students with disabilities
for whom standardized testing is not appropriate are exempt from this
requirement. A participating private school shall report a student’s scores
to the parent.

3. Cooperating with the scholarship student whose parent chooses to
have the student participate in the statewide assessments pursuant to s.
1008.22 or, if a private school chooses to offer the statewide assessments,
administering the assessments at the school.

a. A participating private school may choose to offer and administer
the statewide assessments to all students who attend the private school in
grades 3 through 10.

b. A participating private school shall submit a request in writing to
the Department of Education by March 1 of each year in order to ad-
minister the statewide assessments in the subsequent school year.

(d) Employ or contract with teachers who have regular and direct
contact with each student receiving a scholarship under this section at the
school’s physical location.

(e) Annually contract with an independent certified public accountant
to perform the agreed-upon procedures developed under s. 1002.395(6)(n)
and produce a report of the results if the private school receives more than
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$250,000 in funds from scholarships awarded under this section in the
2014-2015 state fiscal year or a state fiscal year thereafter. A private
school subject to this paragraph must submit the report by September 15,
2015, and annually thereafter to the scholarship-funding organization
that awarded the majority of the school’s scholarship funds. The agreed-
upon procedures must be conducted in accordance with attestation
standards established by the American Institute of Certified Public Ac-
countants.

The inability of a private school to meet the requirements of this subsec-
tion constitutes a basis for the ineligibility of the private school to parti-
cipate in the program as determined by the department.

(99 DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION OBLIGATIONS.—The de-
partment shall:

(@) Maintain a list of approved providers.

(b) Require each eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization
to verify eligible expenditures before the distribution of funds for any
expenditures made pursuant to paragraphs (5)(a) and (b). Review of ex-
penditures made for services in paragraphs (5)(c) through (g) may be
completed after the payment has been made.

(¢) Investigate any written complaint of a violation of this section in
accordance with the process established by s. 1002.395(9)(f).

(d) Require quarterly reports by an eligible nonprofit scholarship-
funding organization regarding the number of students participating in
the program, the providers of services to students, and other information
deemed necessary by the department.

(e) Compare the list of student’s participating in the program with the
public school enrollment lists before each program payment to avoid
duplicate payments.

(100 COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION AUTHORITY AND OB-
LIGATIONS.—

(@) The Commissioner of Education:

1. Shall deny, suspend, or revoke a student’s participation in the
program if the health, safety, or welfare of the student is threatened or
fraud is suspected.

2. Shall deny, suspend, or revoke an authorized use of program funds
if the health, safety, or welfare of the student is threatened or fraud is
suspected.

3. May deny, suspend, or revoke an authorized use of program funds
for material failure to comply with this section and applicable department
rules if the noncompliance is correctable within a reasonable period of
time. Otherwise, the commissioner shall deny, suspend, or revoke an
authorized use for failure to materially comply with the law and rules
adopted under this section.

4. Shall require compliance by the appropriate party by a date certain
for all nonmaterial failures to comply with this section and applicable
department rules. The commissioner may deny, suspend, or revoke pro-
gram participation under this section thereafter.

(b) In determining whether to deny, suspend, or revoke in accordance
with this subsection, the commissioner may consider factors that include,
but are not limited to, acts or omissions by a participating entity which
led to a previous denial or revocation of participation in an education
scholarship program; failure to reimburse the eligible nonprofit scholar-
ship-funding organization for program funds improperly received or re-
tained by the entity; imposition of a prior criminal sanction related to the
entity or its officers or employees; imposition of a civil fine or adminis-
trative fine, license revocation or suspension, or program eligibility sus-
pension, termination, or revocation related to an entity’s management or
operation; or other types of criminal proceedings in which the entity or its
officers or employees were found guilty of, regardless of adjudication, or
entered a plea of nolo contendere or guilty to, any offense involving fraud,
deceit, dishonesty, or moral turpitude.

(11) PARENT AND STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES FOR PRO-
GRAM PARTICIPATION.—A parent who applies for program partici-
pation under this section is exercising his or her parental option to de-



May 2, 2014

termine the appropriate placement or the services that best meet the needs
of his or her child. The scholarship award for a student is based on a
matrix that assigns the student to support Level III services. If a parent
chooses to request and receive an IEP and a matrix of services from the
school district, the amount of the payment shall be adjusted as needed,
when the school district completes the matrix.

(a) To enroll an eligible student in the program, the parent must sign
an agreement with the eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organiza-
tion and annually submit a notarized, sworn compliance statement to the
organization to:

1. Affirm that the student is enrolled in a program that meets regular
school attendance requirements as provided in s. 1003.01(13)(b) through
(d).

2. Use the program funds only for authorized purposes, as described
in subsection (5).

3. Affirm that the student takes all appropriate standardized assess-
ments as specified in this section.

a. If the parent enrolls the child in an eligible private school, the
student must take an assessment selected by the private school pursuant
to s. 1002.395(7)(e).

b. If the parent enrolls the child in a home education program, the
parent may choose to participate in an assessment as part of the annual
evaluation provided for in s. 1002.41(1)(c).

4. Notify the school district that the student is participating in the
Personal Learning Scholarship Accounts if the parent chooses to enroll in
a home education program as provided in s. 1002.41.

5. Request participation in the program by the date established by the
eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization.

6. Affirm that the student remains in good standing with the provider
or school if those options are selected by the parent.

7. Apply for admission of his or her child if the private school option is
selected by the parent.

8. Annually renew participation in the program. Notwithstanding
any changes to the student’s IEP, a student who was previously eligible
for participation in the program shall remain eligible to apply for renewal
as provided in subsection (6).

9. Affirm that the parent will not transfer any college savings funds to
another beneficiary.

10. Affirm that the parent will not take possession of any funding
provided by the state for the Florida Personal Learning Scholarship Ac-
counts.

11. Maintain a portfolio of records and materials which must be
preserved by the parent for 2 years and be made available for inspection
by the district school superintendent or the superintendent’s designee
upon 15 days’ written notice. This paragraph does not require the su-
perintendent to inspect the portfolio. The portfolio of records and mate-
rials must consist of:

a. A log of educational instruction and services which is made con-
temporaneously with delivery of the instruction and services and which
designates by title any reading materials used; and

b. Samples of any writings, worksheets, workbooks, or creative ma-
terials used or developed by the student.

(b) The parent is responsible for procuring the services necessary to
educate the student. When the student receives a personal learning
scholarship account, the district school board is not obligated to provide
the student with a free appropriate public education. For purposes of s.
1003.57 and the Individuals with Disabilities in Education Act, a par-
ticipating student has only those rights that apply to all other unilaterally
parentally placed students, except that, when requested by the parent,
school district personnel must develop an individual education plan or
matrix level of services.
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(¢) The parent is responsible for the payment of all eligible expenses in
excess of the amount of the personal learning scholarship account in ac-
cordance with the terms agreed to between the parent and the providers.

A parent who fails to comply with this subsection forfeits the personal
learning scholarship account.

(12) ADMINISTRATION OF PERSONAL LEARNING SCHOLAR-
SHIP ACCOUNTS.—An eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organi-
zation participating in the Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program es-
tablished under s. 1002.395 may establish personal learning scholarship
accounts for eligible students by:

(a) Receiving applications and determining student eligibility in ac-
cordance with the requirements of this section. The organization shall
notify the department of the applicants for the program by March 1 before
the school year in which the student intends to participate. When an
application is received, the scholarship funding organization must pro-
vide the department with information on the student to enable the de-
partment to report the student for funding in accordance with subsection

(13).

(b) Notifying parents of their receipt of a scholarship on a first-come,
first-served basis based upon the funds provided for this program in the
General Appropriations Act.

(¢) Establishing a date by which a parent must confirm initial or
continuing participation in the program and confirm the establishment or
continuance of a personal learning scholarship account.

(d) Establishing a date and process by which students on the wait list
or late-filing applicants may be allowed to participate in the program
during the school year, within the amount of funds provided for this
program in the General Appropriations Act.

(e) Establishing and maintaining separate accounts for each eligible
student.

() Verifying qualifying expenditures pursuant to the requirements of
paragraph (8)(b).

(g) Returning any unused funds to the department when the student is
no longer eligible for a personal scholarship learning account.

(13) FUNDING AND PAYMENT.—

(@1. The maximum funding amount granted for an eligible student
with a disability, pursuant to subsection (3), shall be equivalent to the
base student allocation in the Florida Education Finance Program
multiplied by the appropriate cost factor for the educational program
which would have been provided for the student in the district school to
which he or she would have been assigned, multiplied by the district cost
differential.

2. In addition, an amount equivalent to a share of the guaranteed
allocation for exceptional students in the Florida Education Finance
Program shall be determined and added to the amount in subparagraph
1. The calculation shall be based on the methodology and the data used to
calculate the guaranteed allocation for exceptional students for each
district in chapter 2000-166, Laws of Florida. Except as provided in
subparagraph 3., the calculation shall be based on the student’s grade,
the matrix level of services, and the difference between the 2000-2001
basic program and the appropriate level of services cost factor, multiplied
by the 2000-2001 base student allocation and the 2000-2001 district cost
differential for the sending district. The calculated amount must also
include an amount equivalent to the per-student share of supplemental
academic instruction funds, instructional materials funds, technology
funds, and other categorical funds as provided in the General Appro-
priations Act.

3. Except as otherwise provided, the calculation for all students par-
ticipating in the program shall be based on the matrix that assigns the
student to support level III of services. If a parent chooses to request and
receive a matrix of services from the school district, when the school dis-
trict completes the matrix, the amount of the payment shall be adjusted as
needed.

(b) The amount of the awarded funds shall be 90 percent of the cal-
culated amount.
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(¢) Upon an eligible student’s graduation from an eligible post-
secondary educational institution or after any period of 4 consecutive
years after high school graduation in which the student is not enrolled in
an eligible postsecondary educational institution, the student’s personal
learning scholarship account shall be closed, and any remaining funds
shall revert to the state.

(d) The eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization shall de-
velop a system for payment of benefits by electronic funds transfer, in-
cluding, but not limited to, debit cards, electronic payment cards, or any
other means of electronic payment that the department deems to be
commercially viable or cost-effective. Commodities or services related to
the development of such a system shall be procured by competitive soli-
citation unless they are purchased from a state term contract pursuant to
s. 287.056.

(e) Moneys received pursuant to this section do not constitute taxable
income to the parent of the qualified student.

(14) OBLIGATIONS OF THE AUDITOR GENERAL.—

(@) The Auditor General shall conduct an annual financial and op-
erational audit of accounts and records of each eligible scholarship-
funding organization that participates in the program. As part of this
audit, the Auditor General shall verify, at a minimum, the total amount of
students served and eligibility of reimbursements made by each eligible
nonprofit scholarship-funding organization and transmit that informa-
tion to the department.

(b) The Auditor General shall notify the department of any eligible
nonprofit scholarship-funding organization that fails to comply with a
request for information.

(15) OBLIGATIONS RELATED TO APPROVED PROVIDERS.—
The Department of Health, the Agency for Persons with Disabilities, and
the Department of Education shall work with an eligible nonprofit
scholarship-funding organization for easy or automated access to lists of
licensed providers of services specified in paragraph (5)(c) to ensure effi-
cient administration of the program.

(16) LIABILITY.—The state is not liable for the award or any use of
awarded funds under this section.

(17) SCOPE OF AUTHORITY.—This section does not expand the
regulatory authority of this state, its officers, or any school district to
impose additional regulation on participating private schools, nonpublic
postsecondary educational institutions, and private providers beyond
those reasonably necessary to enforce requirements expressly set forth in
this section.

(18) RULES.—The State Board of Education shall adopt rules pur-
suant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to administer this section.

(19) IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE FOR THE 2014-2015
SCHOOL YEAR.—Notwithstanding the provisions of this section related
to notification and eligibility timelines, an eligible nonprofit scholarship-
funding organization may enroll parents on a rolling schedule on a first-
come, first-served basis, within the amount of funds provided in the
General Appropriations Act.

Section 17. Paragraph (c) is added to subsection (1), paragraph (f) of
subsection (2), subsection (3), subsection (5), subsection (6), paragraphs
(c) and (e) of subsection (8), paragraphs (d), (j), and (o) of subsection (9),
and paragraph (a) of subsection (12) of section 1002.395, Florida Sta-
tutes, are amended, present paragraphs (h) through (j) of subsection (2)
are redesignated as paragraphs (i) through (k), respectively, and a new
paragraph (h) is added to that subsection, paragraph (g) is added to
subsection (7), and subsection (16) is added to that section, to read:

1002.395 Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program.—
(1) FINDINGS AND PURPOSE.—

(¢) The purpose of this section is not to prescribe the standards or
curriculum for private schools. A private school retains the authority to
determine its own standards and curriculum.

(2) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the term:
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(f) “Eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization” means a
state university; or an independent college or university that is eligible to
participate in the William L. Boyd, IV, Florida Resident Access Grant
Program, located and chartered in this state, is not for profit, and is
accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of
Colleges and Schools; or is a charitable organization that:

1. Is exempt from federal income tax pursuant to s. 501(c)(3) of the
Internal Revenue Code;

2. Is a Florida entity formed under chapter 607, chapter 608, or
chapter 617 and whose principal office is located in the state; and

3. Complies with subsections the—previsions—of subseetion (6) and
(16).

(h) “Household income” has the same meaning as the term “income” is
defined in the Income Eligibility Guidelines for free and reduced price
meals under the National School Lunch Program in 7 C.F.R. part 210 as
published in the Federal Register by the United States Department of
Agriculture.

(3) PROGRAM; SCHOLARSHIP ELIGIBILITY.—
(a) The Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program is established.

(b) For the 2014-2015 and 2015-2016 school years, contingent upon
available funds, a student is eligible for a Florida tax credit scholarship
under this section if the student meets one or more of the following
criteria:

1. The student qualifies for free or reduced-price school lunches
under the National School Lunch Act or is on the direct certification list;

and:

2. The student is currently placed, or during the previous state fiscal
year was placed, in foster care or in out-of-home care as defined in s.
39.01; or=

3. The student continues in the scholarship program as long as the
student’s household income level does not exceed 230 percent of the
federal poverty level.

(¢) For the 2016-2017 school year and thereafter, contingent upon
available funds, a student is eligible for a Florida tax credit scholarship
under this section if the student meets one or more of the following cri-
teria:

1. The student is on the direct certification list or the student’s
household income level does not exceed 185 percent of the federal poverty
level; or

2. The student is currently placed, or during the previous state fiscal
year was placed, in foster care or in out-of-home care as defined in s.
39.01.

3. The student’s household income level is greater than 185 percent of
the federal poverty level but does not exceed 260 percent of the federal
poverty level.

A student who initially receives a scholarship based on eligibility under
subparagraph (b)2. or subparagraph (c)2. remains eligible until the stu-
dent graduates from high school or attains the age of 21 years, whichever
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occurs first, regardless of the student’s household income level. A sibling
of a student who is participating in the scholarship program under this
subsection is eligible for a scholarship if the student resides in the same
household as the sibling.

(5) SCHOLARSHIP FUNDING TAX CREDITS; LIMITATIONS.—

(a)l. The tax credit cap amount is $229 million in the 2012-2013
state fiscal year.

2. In the 2013-2014 state fiscal year and each state fiscal year
thereafter, the tax credit cap amount is the tax credit cap amount in the
prior state fiscal year. However, in any state fiscal year when the annual
tax credit amount for the prior state fiscal year is equal to or greater
than 90 percent of the tax credit cap amount applicable to that state
fiscal year, the tax credit cap amount shall increase by 25 percent. The
Department of Education and Department of Revenue department shall
publish on their websites its—website information identifying the tax
credit cap amount when it is increased pursuant to this subparagraph.

(b) A taxpayer may submit an application to the department for a tax
credit or credits under one or more of s. 211.0251, s. 212.1831, s.
220.1875, s. 561.1211, or s. 624.51055.

1. The taxpayer shall specify in the application each tax for which
the taxpayer requests a credit and the applicable taxable year for a
credit under s. 220.1875 or s. 624.51055 or the applicable state fiscal
year for a credit under s. 211.0251, s. 212.1831, or s. 561.1211. The
department shall approve tax credits on a first-come, first-served basis
and must obtain the division’s approval before prier-te approving a tax
credit under s. 561.1211.

2. Within 10 days after approving an application, the department
shall provide a copy of its approval letter to the eligible nonprofit scho-
larship-funding organization specified by the taxpayer in the application.

(¢) If a tax credit approved under paragraph (b) is not fully used
within the specified state fiscal year for credits under s. 211.0251, s.
212.1831, or s. 561.1211 or against taxes due for the specified taxable
year for credits under s. 220.1875 or s. 624.51055 because of insufficient
tax liability on the part of the taxpayer, the unused amount may be
carried forward for a period not to exceed 5 years. However, any tax-
payer that seeks to carry forward an unused amount of tax credit must
submit an application to the department for approval of the carryfor-
ward tax credit in the year that the taxpayer intends to use the carry-
forward. The department must obtain the division’s approval prior to
approving the carryforward of a tax credit under s. 561.1211.

(d) A taxpayer may not convey, assign, or transfer an approved tax
credit or a carryforward tax credit to another entity unless all of the
assets of the taxpayer are conveyed, assigned, or transferred in the same
transaction. However, a tax credit under s. 211.0251, s. 212.1831, s.
220.1875, s. 561.1211, or s. 624.51055 may be conveyed, transferred, or
assigned between members of an affiliated group of corporations if the
type of tax credit under s. 211.0251, s. 212.1831, s. 220.1875, s. 561.1211,
or s. 624.51055 remains the same. A taxpayer shall notify the department
of its intent to convey, transfer, or assign a tax credit to another member
within an affiliated group of corporations. The amount conveyed, trans-
ferred, or assigned is available to another member of the affiliated group
of corporations upon approval by the department. The department shall
obtain the division’s approval before approving a conveyance, transfer, or
assignment of a tax credit under s. 561.1211.

(e) Within any state fiscal year, a taxpayer may rescind all or part of
a tax credit approved under paragraph (b). The amount rescinded shall
become available for that state fiscal year to another eligible taxpayer as
approved by the department if the taxpayer receives notice from the
department that the rescindment has been accepted by the department.
The department must obtain the division’s approval prior to accepting
the rescindment of a tax credit under s. 561.1211. Any amount rescinded
under this paragraph shall become available to an eligible taxpayer on a
first-come, first-served basis based on tax credit applications received
after the date the rescindment is accepted by the department.

() For purposes of calculating the underpayment of estimated corpo-
rate income taxes pursuant to s. 220.34 and tax installment payments for
taxes on insurance premiums or assessments under s. 624.5092, the final
amount due is the amount after credits earned under s. 220.1875 or s.
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624.51055 for contributions to eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding or-
ganizations are deducted.

1. For purposes of determining if a penalty or interest shall be im-
posed for underpayment of estimated corporate income tax pursuant to s.
220.34(2)(d)1., a taxpayer may, after earning a credit under s. 220.1875,
reduce the following estimated payment in that taxable year by the
amount of the credit. This subparagraph applies to contributions made on
or after July 1, 2014.

2. For purposes of determining if a penalty under s. 624.5092 shall be
imposed, an insurer may, after earning a credit under s. 624.51055, re-
duce the following installment payment of 27 percent of the amount of the
net tax due as reported on the return for the preceding year under s.
624.5092(2)(b) by the amount of the credit. This subparagraph applies to
contributions made on or after July 1, 2014.

(6) OBLIGATIONS OF ELIGIBLE NONPROFIT SCHOLARSHIP-
FUNDING ORGANIZATIONS.—An eligible nonprofit scholarship-
funding organization:

(a) Must comply with the antidiscrimination provisions of 42 U.S.C.
s. 2000d.

(b) Must comply with the following background check requirements:

1. All owners and operators as defined in subparagraph (2)(3)1. )
1. are, before upen employment or engagement to provide services,
subject to level 2 background screening as provided under chapter 435.
The fingerprints for the background screening must be electronically
submitted to the Department of Law Enforcement and can be taken by
an authorized law enforcement agency or by an employee of the eligible
nonprofit scholarship-funding organization or a private company who is
trained to take fingerprints. However, the complete set of fingerprints of
an owner or operator may not be taken by the owner or operator. The
results of the state and national criminal history check shall be provided
to the Department of Education for screening under chapter 435. The
cost of the background screening may be borne by the eligible nonprofit
scholarship-funding organization or the owner or operator.

2. Every 5 years following employment or engagement to provide
services or association with an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding
organization, each owner or operator must meet level 2 screening stan-
dards as described in s. 435.04, at which time the nonprofit scholarship-
funding organization shall request the Department of Law Enforcement
to forward the fingerprints to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for
level 2 screening. If the fingerprints of an owner or operator are not
retained by the Department of Law Enforcement under subparagraph 3.,
the owner or operator must electronically file a complete set of finger-
prints with the Department of Law Enforcement. Upon submission of
fingerprints for this purpose, the eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding
organization shall request that the Department of Law Enforcement
forward the fingerprints to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for level
2 screening, and the fingerprints shall be retained by the Department of
Law Enforcement under subparagraph 3.

3. AH Fingerprints submitted to the Department of Law Enforce-
ment as required by this paragraph must be retained by the Department
of Law Enforcement in a manner approved by rule and entered in the
statewide automated biometric identification system authorized by s.
943.05(2)(b). The fingerprints must thereafter be available for all pur-
poses and uses authorized for arrest fingerprints entered in the state-
wide automated biometric identification system pursuant to s. 943.051.

4. The Department of Law Enforcement shall search all arrest fin-
gerprints received under s. 943.051 against the fingerprints retained in
the statewide automated biometric identification system under sub-
paragraph 3. Any arrest record that is identified with an owner’s or
operator’s fingerprints must be reported to the Department of Educa-
tion. The Department of Education shall participate in this search pro-
cess by paying an annual fee to the Department of Law Enforcement and
by informing the Department of Law Enforcement of any change in the
employment, engagement, or association status of the owners or opera-
tors whose fingerprints are retained under subparagraph 3. The De-
partment of Law Enforcement shall adopt a rule setting the amount of
the annual fee to be imposed upon the Department of Education for
performing these services and establishing the procedures for the re-
tention of owner and operator fingerprints and the dissemination of
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search results. The fee may be borne by the owner or operator of the
nonprofit scholarship-funding organization.

5. A nonprofit scholarship-funding organization whose owner or op-
erator fails the level 2 background screening is not shallnet-be eligible to
provide scholarships under this section.

6. A nonprofit scholarship-funding organization whose owner or op-
erator in the last 7 years has filed for personal bankruptcy or corporate
bankruptcy in a corporation of which he or she owned more than 20
percent shall not be eligible to provide scholarships under this section.

7. In addition to the offenses listed in s. 435.04, a person required to
undergo background screening pursuant to this part or authorizing sta-
tutes must not have an arrest awaiting final disposition for, must not
have been found guilty of, or entered a plea of nolo contendere to, re-
gardless of adjudication, and must not have been adjudicated delinquent,
and the record must not have been sealed or expunged for, any of the
following offenses or any similar offense of another jurisdiction:

a. Any authorizing statutes, if the offense was a felony.
b. This chapter, if the offense was a felony.

c. Section 409.920, relating to Medicaid provider fraud.
d. Section 409.9201, relating to Medicaid fraud.

e. Section 741.28, relating to domestic violence.

f. Section 817.034, relating to fraudulent acts through mail, wire,
radio, electromagnetic, photoelectronic, or photooptical systems.

g. Section 817.234, relating to false and fraudulent insurance claims.
h. Section 817.505, relating to patient brokering.

i. Section 817.568, relating to criminal use of personal identification
information.

J. Section 817.60, relating to obtaining a credit card through frau-
dulent means.

k. Section 817.61, relating to fraudulent use of credit cards, if the
offense was a felony.

l.  Section 831.01, relating to forgery.
m. Section 831.02, relating to uttering forged instruments.

n. Section 831.07, relating to forging bank bills, checks, drafts, or
promissory notes.

o. Section 831.09, relating to uttering forged bank bills, checks, drafts,
or promissory notes.

p. Section 831.30, relating to fraud in obtaining medicinal drugs.

q. Section 831.31, relating to the sale, manufacture, delivery, or pos-
session with the intent to sell, manufacture, or deliver any counterfeit
controlled substance, if the offense was a felony.

(¢) Must not have an owner or operator who owns or operates an
eligible private school that is participating in the scholarship program.

(d) Must provide scholarships, from eligible contributions, to eligible
students for the cost of:

1. Tuition and fees for an eligible private school; or

2. Transportation to a Florida public school that is located outside
the district in which the student resides or to a lab school as defined in s.
1002.32.

(e) Must give first priority to eligible students who received a scho-
larship from an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization or
from the State of Florida during the previous school year. Beginning in
the 2016-2017 school year, an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding or-
ganization shall give priority to new applicants whose household income
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levels do not exceed 185 percent of the federal poverty level or who are in
foster care or out-of-home care.

(f) Must provide a scholarship to an eligible student on a first-come,
first-served basis unless the student qualifies for priority pursuant to
paragraph (e).

(g) May not restrict or reserve scholarships for use at a particular
private school or provide scholarships to a child of an owner or operator.

(h) Must allow a student in foster care or out-of-home care to apply for
a scholarship at any time.

(1) Must allow an eligible student to attend any eligible private
school and must allow a parent to transfer a scholarship during a school
year to any other eligible private school of the parent’s choice.

(1. May use up to 3 percent of eligible contributions received
during the state fiscal year in which such contributions are collected for
administrative expenses if the organization has operated under this
section for at least 3 state fiscal years and did not have any negative
financial findings in its most recent audit under paragraph (m) &. Such
administrative expenses must be reasonable and necessary for the or-
ganization’s management and distribution of eligible contributions
under this section. No funds authorized under this subparagraph shall
be used for lobbying or political activity or expenses related to lobbying or
political activity. Up to Ne-mere-than one-third of the funds authorized
for administrative expenses under this subparagraph may be used for
expenses related to the recruitment of contributions from taxpayers. If
an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization charges an ap-
plication fee for a scholarship, the application fee must be immediately
refunded to the person that paid the fee if the student is not enrolled in a
participating school within twelve months.

2. Must expend for annual or partial-year scholarships an amount
equal to or greater than 75 percent of the net eligible contributions re-
maining after administrative expenses during the state fiscal year in
which such contributions are collected. No more than 25 percent of such
net eligible contributions may be carried forward to the following state
fiscal year. All amounts carried forward, for audit purposes, must be
specifically identified for particular students, by student name and the
name of the school to which the student is admitted, subject to the re-
quirements of s. 1002.22, s. 1002.221, 20 U.S.C. s. 1232g, and the ap-
plicable rules and regulations issued pursuant thereto. Any amounts
carried forward shall be expended for annual or partial-year scholar-
ships in the following state fiscal year. Net eligible contributions re-
maining on June 30 of each year that are in excess of the 25 percent that
may be carried forward shall be returned to the State Treasury for de-
posit in the General Revenue Fund.

3. Must, before granting a scholarship for an academic year, docu-
ment each scholarship student’s eligibility for that academic year. A
scholarship-funding organization may not grant multiyear scholarships
in one approval process.

(k)§ Must maintain separate accounts for scholarship funds and
operating funds.

(D& With the prior approval of the Department of Education, may
transfer funds to another eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organi-
zation if additional funds are required to meet scholarship demand at
the receiving nonprofit scholarship-funding organization. A transfer is
shall-be limited to the greater of $500,000 or 20 percent of the total
contributions received by the nonprofit scholarship-funding organization
making the transfer. All transferred funds must be deposited by the
receiving nonprofit scholarship-funding organization into its scholarship
accounts. All transferred amounts received by any nonprofit scholarship-
funding organization must be separately disclosed in the annual fi-
nancial and compliance audit required in this section.

(m)& Must provide to the Auditor General and the Department of
Education a report on the results of an annual financial and-ecomplianee
audit of its accounts and records conducted by an independent certified
public accountant and in accordance with auditing standards generally
accepted in the United States, government auditing standards, and rules
promulgated adepteel by the Audltor General The audlt report must-be

must include a report on ﬁnanc1al statements presented in accordance
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expenditure-requirements-set-forth-inthis-seetion. Audit reports Audits
must be provided to the Auditor General and the Department of Edu-
cation within 180 days after completion of the eligible nonprofit scho-
larship-funding organization’s fiscal year. The Auditor General shall
review all audit reports submitted pursuant to this paragraph. The Au-
ditor General shall request any significant items that were omitted in
violation of a rule adopted by the Auditor General. The items must be
provided within 45 days after the date of the request. If the scholarship-
funding organization does not comply with the Auditor General’s request,
the Auditor General shall notify the Legislative Auditing Committee.

(n)m) Must prepare and submit quarterly reports to the Department
of Education pursuant to paragraph (9)(m). In addition, an eligible
nonprofit scholarship-funding organization must submit in a timely
manner any information requested by the Department of Education
relating to the scholarship program.

(o)m1l.a. Must participate in the joint development of agreed-upon
procedures to be performed by an independent certified public accoun-
tant as required under paragraph (8)(e) if the scholarship-funding or-
ganization provided more than $250,000 in scholarship funds to an eli-
gible private school under this section during the 2009-2010 state fiscal
year. The agreed-upon procedures must uniformly apply to all private
schools and must determine, at a minimum, whether the private school
has been verified as eligible by the Department of Education under
paragraph (9)(c); has an adequate accounting system, system of financial
controls, and process for deposit and classification of scholarship funds;
and has properly expended scholarship funds for education-related ex-
penses. During the development of the procedures, the participating
scholarship-funding organizations shall specify guidelines governing the
materiality of exceptions that may be found during the accountant’s
performance of the procedures. The procedures and guidelines shall be
provided to private schools and the Commissioner of Education by
March 15, 2011.

b. Must participate in a joint review of the agreed-upon procedures
and guidelines developed under sub-subparagraph a., by February 2013
and biennially thereafter, if the scholarship-funding organization pro-
vided more than $250,000 in scholarship funds to an eligible private
school under this section during the state fiscal year preceding the bi-
ennial review. If the procedures and guidelines are revised, the revisions
must be provided to private schools and the Commissioner of Education
by March 15, 2013, and biennially thereafter.

c. Must monitor the compliance of a private school with paragraph
(8)(e) if the scholarship-funding organization provided the majority of
the scholarship funding to the school. For each private school subject to
paragraph (8)(e), the appropriate scholarship-funding organization shall
notify the Commissioner of Education by October 30, 2011, and annually
thereafter of:

(I) A private school’s failure to submit a report required under
paragraph (8)(e); or

(II) Any material exceptions set forth in the report required under
paragraph (8)(e).

2. Must seek input from the accrediting associations that are mem-
bers of the Florida Association of Academic Nonpublic Schools when
jointly developing the agreed-upon procedures and guidelines under sub-
subparagraph l.a. and conducting a review of those procedures and
guidelines under sub-subparagraph 1.b.

(p) Must maintain the surety bond or letter of credit required by
subsection (16). The amount of the surety bond or letter of credit may be
adjusted quarterly to equal the actual amount of undisbursed funds
based upon submission by the organization of a statement from a certified
public accountant verifying the amount of undisbursed funds. The re-
quirements of this paragraph are waived if the cost of acquiring a surety
bond or letter of credit exceeds the average 10-year cost of acquiring a
surety bond or letter of credit by 200 percent. The requirements of this
paragraph are waived for a state university; or an independent college or
university which is eligible to participate in the William L. Boyd, 1V,
Florida Resident Access Grant Program, located and chartered in this
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state, is not for profit, and is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of
the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools.

(@) Must provide to the Auditor General any information or doc-
umentation requested in connection with an operational audit of a scho-
larship funding organization conducted pursuant to s. 11.45.

Any-and-all Information and documentation provided to the Department
of Education and the Auditor General relating to the identity of a tax-
payer that provides an eligible contribution under this section shall re-
main confidential at all times in accordance with s. 213.053.

(7) PARENT AND STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES FOR PRO-
GRAM PARTICIPATION.—

(g) The parent shall authorize the nonprofit scholarship-funding or-
ganization to access information needed for income eligibility determi-
nation and verification held by other state or federal agencies, including
the Department of Revenue, the Department of Children and Families, the
Department of Education, the Department of Economic Opportunity, and
the Agency for Health Care Administration.

(8) PRIVATE SCHOOL ELIGIBILITY AND OBLIGATIONS.—An
eligible private school may be sectarian or nonsectarian and must:

(c) Be academically accountable to the parent for meeting the edu-
cational needs of the student by:

1. At a minimum, annually providing to the parent a written ex-
planation of the student’s progress.

2. Annually administering or making provision for students partici-
pating in the scholarship program in grades 3 through 10 to take one of
the nationally norm-referenced tests identified by the Department of
Education or the statewide assessments pursuant to s. 1008.22. Stu-
dents with disabilities for whom standardized testing is not appropriate
are exempt from this requirement. A participating private school must
report a student’s scores to the parent. A participating private school
must annually report by August 15 the scores of all participating stu-

dents to the Learning System Institute independent-researeh-organiza-
tien described in paragraph (9)(j).

3. Cooperating with-the scholarship student whose parent chooses to
have the student participate in the statewide assessments pursuant to s.
1008.22 or, if a private school chooses to offer the statewide assessments,
administering the assessments at the school.

a. A participating private school may choose to offer and administer
the statewide assessments to all students who attend the private school
in grades 3 through 10.

b. A participating private school must submit a request in writing to
the Department of Education by March 1 of each year in order to ad-
minister the statewide assessments in the subsequent school year.

(e) Annually contract with an independent certified public accoun-
tant to perform the agreed-upon procedures developed under paragraph
(6)(0) €6)3) and produce a report of the results if the private school
receives more than $250,000 in funds from scholarships awarded under
this section in the 2010-2011 state fiscal year or a state fiscal year
thereafter. A private school subject to this paragraph must submit the
report by September 15, 2011, and annually thereafter to the scholar-
ship-funding organization that awarded the majority of the school’s
scholarship funds. The agreed-upon procedures must be conducted in
accordance with attestation standards established by the American In-
stitute of Certified Public Accountants.

The inability of a private school to meet the requirements of this sub-
section shall constitute a basis for the ineligibility of the private school to
participate in the scholarship program as determined by the Depart-
ment of Education.

(9) DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION OBLIGATIONS.—The De-
partment of Education shall:

(d) Annually verify the eligibility of expenditures as provided in
paragraph (6)(d) using the audit required by paragraph (6)(m) and s.
11.452)(k) 63D.
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() Issue a project grant award to the Learning System Institute at the
Florida State University Seleet-an—independent-researeh-organization;
which-may be-apublie-or-private-entity-oruniversity, to which partici-
pating private schools must report the scores of participating students
on the nationally norm-referenced tests or the statewide assessments
administered by the private school in grades 3 through 10. The project
term is 2 years, and the amount of the project is up to $500,000 per year.
The project grant award must be reissued in 2 year intervals in ac-
cordance with this paragraph.

1. The Learning System Institute #
must annually report to the Department of Education on the student

performance year-to-yeartearning-gains of participating students:

a. On a statewide basis. The report shall also include, to the extent
possible, a comparison of scholarship students’ performance these
learninggains to the statewide student performance learninggains of
public school students with socioeconomic backgrounds similar to those
of students participating in the scholarship program. To minimize costs
and reduce time requlred for the Learning System Institute’s in-

analysis and evaluation, the De-
partment of Education shall coordinate with the Learning System In-
stitute to provide data to the Learning System Institute in order to
conduct analyses of matched students from public school assessment
data and calculate control group student performance learning—gains
using an agreed-upon methodology eutlined—in—the—eontraet with the
Learning System Institute independent—researeh-erganization; and

b. On an individual school basis. The annual report must include
student performance for each participating private school in which at
least 51 percent of the total enrolled students in the private school par-
ticipated in the Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program in the prior
school year. The report shall be according to each participating private
school, and for participating students, in which there are at least 30
partlclpatmg students who have scores for tests admln1stered—érbuﬁuftg—ei=

seheel If the Learnmg System Instttute determmes that the 30 p(H‘tLCl—
pating student cell size may be reduced without disclosing personally
identifiable information, as described in 34 C.F.R. 99.12, of a partici-
pating student, the Learning System Institute may reduce the partici-
pating student cell size, but the cell size must not be reduced to less than
10 participating students. The department shall provide each private
school’s prior school year’s student enrollment information to the Learn-
ing System Institute no later than June 15 of each year, or as requested by
the Learning System Institute.

2. The sharing and reporting of student performance learninggain
data under this paragraph must be in accordance with requirements of s.
1002.22, s. 1002.221, 20 U.S.C. s. 1232g, the Family Educational Rights
and Privacy Act, and the applicable rules and regulations issued pur-
suant thereto, and shall be for the sole purpose of creating the annual
report required by subparagraph 1. All parties must preserve the con-
fidentiality of such information as required by law. The annual report
must not disaggregate data to a level that will identify individual par-
ticipating schools, except as required under sub-subparagraph 1.b., or
disclose the academic level of individual students.

3. The annual report required by subparagraph 1. shall be published
by the Department of Education on its website.

(o) Provide a process to match the direct certification list with the
scholarship application data submitted by any nonprofit scholarship-
funding organization eligible to receive the 3-percent administrative
allowance under paragraph (6)(j) (6X®.

(12) SCHOLARSHIP AMOUNT AND PAYMENT.—

(a)¥= Except as provided in subparagraph 2., the amount of a scho-
larship provided to any student for any single school year by an eligible
nonprofit scholarship-funding organization from eligible contributions
shall be for total costs authorized under paragraph (6)(d), not to exceed
annual limits, which shall be determined as follows:

Il.a. For a scholarship awarded to a student enrolled in an eligible
private school:
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: -
Fél; ohted FTE fundi 5 ot} ' E
HD—Feorthe—2011-2012-state—fiseal year-and thereafter, the limit
shall be determined by multiplying the unweighted FTE funding amount
in that state fiscal year by the percentage used to determine the limit in
the prior state fiscal year. However, in each state fiscal year that the tax
credit cap amount increases pursuant to paragraph (5)(a) sebparagraph
BXa)2:, the prior year percentage shall be increased by 4 percentage
points and the increased percentage shall be used to determine the limit
for that state fiscal year. If the percentage so calculated reaches 80
percent in a state fiscal year, no further increase in the percentage is
allowed and the limit shall be 80 percent of the unweighted FTE funding
amount for that state fiscal year and thereafter. Beginning in the 2016-
2017 state fiscal year, the amount of a scholarship awarded to a student
enrolled in an eligible private school shall be equal to 82 percent of the
unweighted FTE funding amount for that state fiscal year and thereafter.

b. For a scholarship awarded to a student enrolled in a Florida public
school that is located outside the district in which the student resides or
in a lab school as defined in s. 1002.32, the limit shall be $500.

2. The annual limit for a scholarship under sub-subparagraph 1.a.
shall be reduced by:

a. Twenty-five percent if the student’s household income level is
equal to or greater than 200 percent, but less than 215 percent, of the
federal poverty level.

b. Fifty percent if the student’s household income level is equal to or
greater than 215 percent, but equal to or less than 230 percent, of the
federal poverty level.

3. Forthe 2016-2017 state fiscal year and thereafter, the annual limit
for a scholarship under sub-subparagraph 1.a. shall be reduced by:

a. Twelve percent if the student’s household income level is greater
than or equal to 200 percent, but less than 215 percent, of the federal
poverty level.

b. Twenty-six percent if the student’s household income level is greater
than or equal to 215 percent, but less than 230 percent, of the federal
poverty level.

c. Forty percent if the student’s household income level is greater than
or equal to 230 percent, but less than 245 percent, of the federal poverty
level.

d. Fifty percent if the student’s household income level is greater than
or equal to 245 percent, but less than or equal to 260 percent, of the federal
poverty level.

(16) NONPROFIT SCHOLARSHIP-FUNDING ORGANIZATIONS;
APPLICATION.—In order to participate in the scholarship program
created under this section, a charitable organization that seeks to be a
nonprofit scholarship-funding organization must submit an application
for initial approval or renewal to the Office of Independent Education and
Parental Choice no later than September 1 of each year before the school
year for which the organization intends to offer scholarships.

(a) An application for initial approval must include:

1. A copy of the organization’s incorporation documents and regis-
tration with the Division of Corporations of the Department of State.

2. A copy of the organization’s Internal Revenue Service determina-
tion letter as a s. 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization.

3. A description of the organization’s financial plan that demonstrates
sufficient funds to operate throughout the school year.

4. A description of the geographic region that the organization intends
to serve and an analysis of the demand and unmet need for eligible stu-
dents in that area.

5. The organization’s organizational chart.

6. A description of the criteria and methodology that the organization
will use to evaluate scholarship eligibility.
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7. A description of the application process, including deadlines and
any associated fees.

8. A description of the deadlines for attendance verification and
scholarship payments.

9. A copy of the organization’s policies on conflict of interest and
whistleblowers.

10. A copy of a surety bond or letter of credit in an amount equal to 25
percent of the scholarship funds anticipated for each school year or
$100,000, whichever is greater.

(b) In addition to the information required by subparagraphs (a)1.-9.,
an application for renewal must include:

1. A surety bond or letter of credit equal to the amount of undisbursed
donations held by the organization based on the annual report submitted
pursuant to paragraph (6)(m). The amount of the surety bond or letter of
credit must be at least $100,000, but not more than $25 million.

2. The organization’s completed Internal Revenue Service Form 990
submitted no later than November 30 of the year before the school year
that the organization intends to offer the scholarships, notwithstanding
the September 1 application deadline.

3. A copy of the statutorily required audit to the Department of Edu-
cation and Auditor General.

4. An annual report that includes:

a. The number of students who completed applications, by county and
by grade.

b. The number of students who were approved for scholarships, by
county and by grade.

c¢. The number of students who received funding for scholarships
within each funding category, by county and by grade.

d. The amount of funds received, the amount of funds distributed in
scholarships, and an accounting of remaining funds and the obligation of
those funds.

e. A detailed accounting of how the organization spent the adminis-
trative funds allowable under paragraph (6)(j).

(¢) In consultation with the Department of Revenue and the Chief
Financial Officer, the Office of Independent Education and Parental
Choice shall review the application. The Department of Education shall
notify the organization in writing of any deficiencies within 30 days after
receipt of the application and allow the organization 30 days to correct
any deficiencies.

(d) Within 30 days after receipt of the finalized application by the
Office of Independent Education and Parental Choice, the Commissioner
of Education shall recommend approval or disapproval of the application
to the State Board of Education. The State Board of Education shall
consider the application and recommendation at the next scheduled
meeting, adhering to appropriate meeting notice requirements. If the
State Board of Education disapproves the organization’s application, it
shall provide the organization with a written explanation of that de-
termination. The State Board of Education’s action is not subject to
chapter 120.

(e) If the State Board of Education disapproves the renewal of a
nonprofit scholarship-funding organization, the organization must notify
the affected eligible students and parents of the decision within 15 days
after disapproval. An eligible student affected by the disapproval of an
organization’s participation remains eligible under this section until the
end of the school year in which the organization was disapproved. The
student must apply and be accepted by another eligible nonprofit scho-
larship-funding organization for the upcoming school year. The student
shall be given priority in accordance with paragraph (6)(f).

() All remaining funds held by a nonprofit scholarship-funding or-
ganization that is disapproved for participation must revert to the De-
partment of Revenue for redistribution to other eligible nonprofit scho-
larship-funding organizations.
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(g) A nonprofit scholarship-funding organization is a renewing or-
ganization if it maintains continuous approval and participation in the
program. An organization that chooses not to participate for 1 year or
more or is disapproved to participate for 1 year or more must submit an
application for initial approval in order to participate in the program
again.

(h) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules providing guide-
lines for receiving, reviewing, and approving applications for new and
renewing nonprofit scholarship-funding organizations. The rules must
include a process for compiling input and recommendations from the
Chief Financial Officer, the Department of Revenue, and the Department
of Education. The rules must also require that the nonprofit scholarship-
funding organization make a brief presentation to assist the State Board
of Education in its decision.

(1) A state university; or an independent college or university which is
eligible to participate in the William L. Boyd, IV, Florida Resident Access
Grant Program, located and chartered in this state, is not for profit, and
is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association
of Colleges and Schools, is exempt from the initial or renewal application
process, but must file a registration notice with the Department of Edu-
cation to be an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization. The
State Board of Education shall adopt rules that identify the procedure for
filing the registration notice with the department. The rules must identify
appropriate reporting requirements for fiscal, programmatic, and per-
formance accountability purposes consistent with this section, but shall
not exceed the requirements for eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding
organizations for charitable organizations. An nonprofit scholarship-
funding organization that becomes eligible pursuant to this paragraph
may begin providing scholarships to participating students in the 2015-
2016 school year.

Section 18. A nonprofit scholarship-funding organization whose ap-
plication for participation in the program established by s. 1002.395,
Florida Statutes, was approved before July 1, 2014, must, by August 1,
2014, provide a copy of a surety bond or letter of credit meeting the re-
quirements of s. 1002.395(16), Florida Statutes, to the Office of In-
dependent Education and Parental Choice.

Section 19. Effective July 1, 2015, section 1003.438, Florida Statutes,
is repealed.

Section 20. Section 1003.5716, Florida Statutes, is created to read:

1003.5716 Transition to postsecondary education and career oppor-
tunities.—All students with disabilities who are 3 years of age to 21 years
of age have the right to a free, appropriate public education. As used in
this section, the term “IEP” means individual education plan.

(1) To ensure quality planning for a successful transition of a student
with a disability to postsecondary education and career opportunities, an
IEP team shall begin the process of, and develop an IEP for, identifying
the need for transition services before the student with a disability attains
the age of 14 years in order for his or her postsecondary goals and career
goals to be identified and in place when he or she attains the age of 16
years. This process must include, but is not limited to:

(a) Consideration of the student’s need for instruction in the area of
self-determination and self-advocacy to assist the student’s active and
effective participation in an IEP meeting; and

(b) Preparation for the student to graduate from high school with a
standard high school diploma pursuant to s. 1003.4282 with a Scholar
designation unless the parent chooses a Merit designation.

(2) Beginning not later than the first IEP to be in effect when the
student attains the age of 16, or younger if determined appropriate by the
parent and the IEP team, the IEP must include the following statements
that must be updated annually:

(a) A statement of intent to pursue a standard high school diploma
and a Scholar or Merit designation, pursuant to s. 1003.4285, as de-
termined by the parent.

(b) A statement of intent to receive a standard high school diploma
before the student attains the age of 22 and a description of how the
student will fully meet the requirements in s. 1003.428 or s. 1003.4282, as
applicable, including, but not limited to, a portfolio pursuant to s.
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1003.4282(10)(b) which meets the criteria specified in State Board of
Education rule. The IEP must also specify the outcomes and additional
benefits expected by the parent and the IEP team at the time of the stu-
dent’s graduation.

(¢) A statement of appropriate measurable long-term postsecondary
education and career goals based upon age-appropriate transition as-
sessments related to training, education, employment, and, if appropriate,
independent living skills and the transition services, including courses of
study needed to assist the student in reaching those goals.

(3) Any change in the IEP for the goals specified in subsection (2) must
be approved by the parent and is subject to verification for appropriate-
ness by an independent reviewer selected by the parent as provided in s.
1003.572.

(4) If a participating agency responsible for transition services, other
than the school district, fails to provide the transition services described
in the IEP, the school district shall reconvene the IEP team to identify
alternative strategies to meet the transition objectives for the student that
are specified in the IEP. However, this does not relieve any participating
agency of the responsibility to provide or pay for any transition service
that the agency would otherwise provide to students with disabilities who
meet the eligibility criteria of that agency.

Section 21. Subsection (3) of section 1003.572, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1003.572 Collaboration of public and private instructional person-
nel.—

(3) Private instructional personnel who are hired or contracted by
parents to collaborate with public instructional personnel must be per-
mitted to observe the student in the educational setting, collaborate with
instructional personnel in the educational setting, and provide services
in the educational setting according to the following requirements:

(a) The student’s public instructional personnel and principal con-
sent to the time and place.

(b) The private instructional personnel satisfy the requirements of s.
1012.32 or s. 1012.321.

For the purpose of implementing this subsection, a school district may not
impose any requirements beyond those requirements specified in this
subsection or charge any fees.

Section 22. Paragraph (c¢) of subsection (5) and paragraph (b) of
subsection (6) of section 1008.25, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1008.25 Public school student progression; remedial instruction; re-
porting requirements.—

(5) READING DEFICIENCY AND PARENTAL NOTIFICATION.—

(¢) The parent of any student who exhibits a substantial deficiency in
reading, as described in paragraph (a), must be notified in writing of the
following:

1. That his or her child has been identified as having a substantial
deficiency in reading.

2. A description of the current services that are provided to the child.

3. A description of the proposed supplemental instructional services
and supports that will be provided to the child that are designed to
remediate the identified area of reading deficiency.

4. That if the child’s reading deficiency is not remediated by the end
of grade 3, the child must be retained unless he or she is exempt from
mandatory retention for good cause.

5. Strategies for parents to use in helping their child succeed in
reading proficiency.

6. That the Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test (FCAT) is not
the sole determiner of promotion and that additional evaluations, port-
folio reviews, and assessments are available to the child to assist parents
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and the school district in knowing when a child is reading at or above
grade level and ready for grade promotion.

7. The district’s specific criteria and policies for a portfolio as pro-
vided in subparagraph (6)(b)4. and the evidence required for a student to
demonstrate mastery of Florida’s academic standards for English Lan-
guage Arts. A parent of a student in grade 3 who is identified anytime
during the year as being at risk of retention may request that the school
immediately begin collecting evidence for a portfolio.

8.% The district’s specific criteria and policies for midyear promo-
tion. Midyear promotion means promotion of a retained student at any
time during the year of retention once the student has demonstrated
ability to read at grade level.

(6) ELIMINATION OF SOCIAL PROMOTION.—

(b) The district school board may only exempt students from man-
datory retention, as provided in paragraph (5)(b), for good cause. A
student who is promoted to grade 4 with a good cause exemption shall be
provided intensive reading instruction and intervention that include
specialized diagnostic information and specific reading strategies to meet
the needs of each student so promoted. The school district shall assist
schools and teachers with the implementation of reading strategies for
students promoted with a good cause exemption which research has
shown to be successful in improving reading among students that have
reading difficulties. Good cause exemptions are shall-be limited to the
following:

1. Limited English proficient students who have had less than 2
years of instruction in an English for Speakers of Other Languages
program.

2. Students with disabilities whose individual education plan in-
dicates that participation in the statewide assessment program is not
appropriate, consistent with the requirements of State Board of Edu-
cation rule.

3. Students who demonstrate an acceptable level of performance on
an alternative standardized reading or English Language Arts assess-
ment approved by the State Board of Education.

4. A student who demonstrates through a student portfolio that he or
she is performing at least at Level 2 on FCAT Reading or the common
core English Language Arts assessment, as applicable under s. 1008.22.

5. Students with disabilities who participate in FCAT Reading or the
common core English Language Arts assessment, as applicable under s.
1008.22, and who have an individual education plan or a Section 504
plan that reflects that the student has received intensive remediation in
reading and English Language Arts for more than 2 years but still de-
monstrates a deficiency and was previously retained in kindergarten,
grade 1, grade 2, or grade 3.

6. Students who have received intensive reading intervention for 2 or
more years but still demonstrate a deficiency in reading and who were
previously retained in kindergarten, grade 1, grade 2, or grade 3 for a
total of 2 years. A student may not be retained more than once in grade 3.

7.6- Students who have received intensive remediation in reading
and English Language Arts, as applicable under s. 1008.22, for 2 or more
years but still demonstrate a deficiency and who were previously re-
tained in kindergarten, grade 1, grade 2, or grade 3 for a total of 2 years.
Intensive instruction for students so promoted must include an altered
instructional day that includes specialized diagnostic information and
specific reading strategies for each student. The district school board
shall assist schools and teachers to implement reading strategies that
research has shown to be successful in improving reading among low-
performing readers.

Section 23. The Florida Prepaid College Board shall conduct a study
and submit a report to the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the
House of Representatives by December 31, 2014, which includes, but is not
limited to, a description of the following:

(1) The terms and conditions under which payments may be withdrawn
from the Florida Prepaid College Trust Fund for the payment of program
fees in excess of, or in lieu of, tuition for a student with a disability, up to
the limits of an advanced payment contract;
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(2) A policy for accelerated disbursement of funds for payment of other
qualified higher education expenses; and

(3) Instances where a student with a disability can use an advanced
payment contract when auditing a class or receiving a tuition waiver.

Section 24. Effective July 1, 2015, paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of
section 120.81, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

120.81 Exceptions and special requirements; general areas.—
(1) EDUCATIONAL UNITS.—

(¢c) Notwithstanding s. 120.52(16), any tests, test scoring criteria, or
testing procedures relating to student assessment which are developed
or administered by the Department of Education pursuant to s.
1003.428, s. 1003.429, s-1003438; s. 1008.22, or s. 1008.25, or any other
statewide educational tests required by law, are not rules.

Section 25. Effective July 1, 2015, subsection (2) of section 409.1451,
Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

409.1451 The Road-to-Independence Program.—

(2) POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION SERVICES AND SUP-
PORT.—

(a) A young adult is eligible for services and support under this
subsection if he or she:

1. Was living in licensed care on his or her 18th birthday or is cur-
rently living in licensed care; or was at least 16 years of age and was
adopted from foster care or placed with a court-approved dependency
guardian after spending at least 6 months in licensed care within the 12
months immediately preceding such placement or adoption;

2. Spent at least 6 months in licensed care before reaching his or her
18th birthday;

3. Earned a standard high school diploma or its equivalent pursuant
to s. 1003.428, s. 1003.4281, s. 1003.429, or s. 1003.435;-6rs—1003-438;

4. Has been admitted for enrollment as a full-time student or its
equivalent in an eligible postsecondary educational institution as pro-
vided in s. 1009.533. For purposes of this section, the term “full-time”
means 9 credit hours or the vocational school equivalent. A student may
enroll part-time if he or she has a recognized disability or is faced with
another challenge or circumstance that would prevent full-time atten-
dance. A student needing to enroll part-time for any reason other than
having a recognized disability must get approval from his or her aca-
demic advisor;

5. Has reached 18 years of age but is not yet 23 years of age;

6. Has applied, with assistance from the young adult’s caregiver and
the community-based lead agency, for any other grants and scholarships
for which he or she may qualify;

7. Submitted a Free Application for Federal Student Aid which is
complete and error free; and

8. Signed an agreement to allow the department and the community-
based care lead agency access to school records.

Section 26. Effective July 1, 2015, subsection (4) of section 1007.263,
Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1007.263 Florida College System institutions; admissions of stu-
dents.—Each Florida College System institution board of trustees is
authorized to adopt rules governing admissions of students subject to
this section and rules of the State Board of Education. These rules shall
include the following:

(4) A student who has been awarded a-speeial-diploma-as-definedin
5—1003-438-6r a certificate of completion as defined in s. 1003.428(7)(b) is
eligible to enroll in certificate career education programs.

Each board of trustees shall establish policies that notify students about
developmental education options for improving their communication or
computation skills that are essential to performing college-level work,
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including tutoring, extended time in gateway courses, free online cour-
ses, adult basic education, adult secondary education, or private provider
instruction.

Section 27. The amendments made by this act to ss. 1003.438 and
409.1451, Florida Statutes, do not apply to a student with disabilities, as
defined in s. 1003.438, Florida Statutes, who is eligible for and currently
participating in the Road to Independence Program, as of the effective
date of this act. Such student shall continue to participate in the program
as long as he or she meets the eligibility criteria in effect as of the effective
date of this act.

Section 28. The amendment made by this act to s. 1003.438, Florida
Statutes, does not apply to a student with disabilities, as defined in s.
1003.438, Florida Statutes, whose individual education plan, as of the
effective date of this act, contains a statement of intent to receive a special
diploma. Such student shall be awarded a special diploma in a form
prescribed by the Commissioner of Education if the student meets the
requirements specified in s. 1003.438, Florida Statutes, and in effect as of
the effective date of this act. Any such student who meets all special re-
quirements of the district school board in effect as of the effective date of
this act, but who is unable to meet the appropriate special state minimum
requirements in effect as of the effective date of this act, shall be awarded
a special certificate of completion in a form prescribed by the Commis-
stoner of Education.

Section 29. Section 985.622, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

985.622 Multiagency plan for career and professional education
(CAPE) voeational-edueation.—

(1) The Department of Juvenile Justice and the Department of
Education shall, in consultation with the statewide Workforce Devel-
opment Youth Council, school districts, providers, and others, jointly
develop a multiagency plan for career and professional education (CAPE)
voeational-edueation that establishes the curriculum, goals, and outcome
measures for CAPE veeational programs in Juvemle Justice education
programs eemmitment—faeilities. The plan must be reviewed annually,

revised as appropriate, and include:

(a) Provisions for maximizing appropriate state and federal funding
sources, including funds under the Workforce Investment Act and the
Perkins Act.;

(b) Prouisions for eliminating barriers to increasing occupation-spe-
cific job training and high school equivalency examination preparation
opportunities.

(c)d> The responsibilities of both departments and all other appro-
priate entities.;and

(d)te) A detailed implementation schedule.

(2) The plan must define CAPE weeatienal programming that is ap-
propriate based upon:

(a) The age and assessed educational abilities and goals of the stu-
dent yewuth to be served; and

(b) The typical length of stay and custody characteristics at the ju-
venile justice education eemmitment program to which each student
youth is assigned.

(3) The plan must include a definition of CAPE weeational pro-
gramming that includes the following classifications of juvenile justice
education programs eommitment—faeilities that will offer CAPE wveea-
tienal programming by one of the following types:

(a) Type 1 A—Programs that teach personal accountability skills
and behaviors that are appropriate for students youth in all age groups
and ability levels and that lead to work habits that help maintain em-
ployment and living standards.

(b) Type 2 B.—Programs that include Type 1 A program content and
an orientation to the broad scope of career choices, based upon personal
abilities, aptitudes, and interests. Exploring and gaining knowledge of
occupation options and the level of effort required to achieve them are
essential prerequisites to skill training.
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(¢) Type 3 6.—Programs that include Type I A program content and
the veeational competencies or the prerequisites needed for entry into a
specific occupation.

(4) The plan must also address strategies to facilitate involvement of
business and industry in the design, delivery, and evaluation of CAPE
voeational programming in juvenile justice education eemmitment—fa-
eilities-and-eonditional release programs, including apprenticeship and
work experience programs, mentoring and job shadowing, and other
strategies that lead to postrelease employment. Incentives for business
involvement, such as tax breaks, bonding, and liability limits should be
investigated, implemented where appropriate, or recommended to the
Legislature for consideration.

(5) The plan must also evaluate the effect of students’ mobility between
Juvenile justice education programs and school districts on the students’
educational outcomes and whether the continuity of the students’ educa-
tion can be better addressed through virtual education.

(6)653 The Department of Juvenile Justice and the Department of
Education shall each align its respective agency policies, practices,
technical manuals, contracts, quality-assurance standards, perfor-
mance-based-budgeting measures, and outcome measures with the plan
in juvenile justice education programs eemmitmentfaeilities by July 31,
2015 2061. Each agency shall provide a report on the implementation of
this section to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the
Speaker of the House of Representatives by August 31, 2015 200%.

(7)66) All provider contracts executed by the Department of Juvenile
Justice or the school districts after January 1, 2015 20602, must be
aligned with the plan.

(8)¢H The planning and execution of quality assurance reviews con-
ducted by the Department of Education or the Department of Juvenile
Justice after August 1, 2015 2602, must be aligned with the plan.

(9)8) Outcome measures reported by the Department of Juvenile
Justice and the Department of Education for students seuth released on
or after January 1, 2016 2002, should include outcome measures that
conform to the plan.

Section 30. Section 1001.31, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1001.31 Scope of district system.—A district school system shall in-
clude all public schools, classes, and courses of instruction and all ser-
vices and activities directly related to education in that district which
are under the direction of the district school officials. A district school
system may also include alternative site schools for disruptive or violent
students yewuth. Such schools for disruptive or violent students yeuth may
be funded by each district or provided through cooperative programs
administered by a consortium of school districts, private providers, state
and local law enforcement agencies, and the Department of Juvenile
Justice. Pursuant to cooperative agreement, a district school system
shall provide instructional personnel at juvenile justice facilities e£56-o¢
more-beds-erslots with access to the district school system database for
the purpose of accessing student academic, immunization, and regis-
tration records for students assigned to the programs. Such access shall
be in the same manner as provided to other schools in the district.

Section 31. Section 1003.51, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1003.51 Other public educational services.—

(1) The general control of other public educational services shall be
vested in the State Board of Education except as provided in this section
herein. The State Board of Education shall, at the request of the De-
partment of Children and Families Famils-Serviees and the Department
of Juvenile Justice, advise as to standards and requirements relating to
education to be met in all state schools or institutions under their control
which provide educational programs. The Department of Education shall
provide supervisory services for the educational programs of all such
schools or institutions. The direct control of any of these services pro-
vided as part of the district program of education shall rest with the
district school board. These services shall be supported out of state,
district, federal, or other lawful funds, depending on the requirements of
the services being supported.

(2) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules and-maintainan
administrative—rule articulating expectations for effective education
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programs for students yeuth in Department of Juvenile Justice pro-
grams, including, but not limited to, education programs in juvenile
justice prevention, day treatment, residential, eemmitment and detention
programs faeilities. The rule shall establish artieulate policies and
standards for education programs for students yeuth in Department of
Juvenile Justice programs and shall include the following:

(a) The interagency collaborative process needed to ensure effective
programs with measurable results.

(b) The responsibilities of the Department of Education, the De-
partment of Juvenile Justice, Workforce Florida, Inc., district school
boards, and providers of education services to students yeuth in De-
partment of Juvenile Justice programs.

(¢) Academic expectations.
(d) Career expectations.
(e) Education transition planning and services.

(Pt Service delivery options available to district school boards, in-
cluding direct service and contracting.

(g)¢e) Assessment procedures, which:

1. For prevention, day treatment, and residential programs, include
appropriate academic and career assessments administered at program
entry and exit that are selected by the Department of Education in
partnership with representatives from the Department of Juvenile
Justice, district school boards, and education providers. Assessments
must be completed within the first 10 school days after a student’s entry
into the program.

2. Provide for determination of the areas of academic need and stra-
tegies for appropriate intervention and instruction for each student in a
detention facility within 5 school days after the student’s entry into the
program and administer a research-based assessment that will assist the
student in determining his or her educational and career options and
goals wzthm 22 school days after the students entry into the program

The results of these assessments, together with a portfolio depicting the
student’s academic and career accomplishments, shall be included in the
discharge packet package assembled for each student yeuth.

()& Recommended instructional programs, including, but not lim-
ited to:;

1. Secondary education.
High school equivalency examination preparation.
Postsecondary education.

Career and professional education (CAPE). eareer-trainingand

Job preparation.

S

Virtual education that:

a. Provides competency-based instruction that addresses the unique
academic needs of the student through delivery by an entity accredited by
AdvanceED or the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools.

b. Confers certifications and diplomas.

c. Issues credit that articulates with and transcripts that are re-
cognized by secondary schools.
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d. Allows the student to continue to access and progress through the
program once the student leaves the juvenile justice system.

(1)) Funding requirements, which shall include the requirement
that at least 90 percent of the FEFP funds generated by students in
Department of Juvenile Justice programs or in an education program for
juveniles under s. 985.19 be spent on instructional costs for those stu-
dents. One hundred percent of the formula-based categorical funds
generated by students in Department of Juvenile Justice programs must
be spent on appropriate categoricals such as instructional materials and
public school technology for those students.

()8 Qualifications of instructional staff, procedures for the selection
of instructional staff, and procedures for te-ensure consistent instruction
and qualified staff year round. Qualifications shall include those for in-
structors of CAPE courses, standardized across the state, and shall be
based on state certification, local school district approval, and industry-
recognized certifications as identified on the Industry Certification
Funding List. Procedures for the use of noncertified instructional per-
sonnel who possess expert knowledge or experience in their fields of in-
struction shall be established.

(k)& Transition services, including the roles and responsibilities of
appropriate personnel in the juvenile justice education program, the
school district where the student will reenter distriets, provider organi-
zations, and the Department of Juvenile Justice.

(D& Procedures and timeframe for transfer of education records
when a student yeuth enters and leaves a Department of Juvenile Justice

education program faeility.

(m)& The requirement that each district school board maintain an
academic transcript for each student enrolled in a juvenile justice edu-
cation program faeility that delineates each course completed by the
student as provided by the State Course Code Directory.

(n)d The requirement that each district school board make available
and transmit a copy of a student’s transcript in the discharge packet
when the student exits a juvenile justice education program faeility.

(o)) Contract requirements.

(p)&» Performance expectations for providers and district school
boards, including student performance measures by type of program,
education program performance ratings, school improvement, and cor-

rective action plans for low-performing programs the-prevision-of-a—pro-
eress-monitering plan-asrequired-in-s—1008:25.

(@)¢¢) The role and responsibility of the district school board in se-
curing workforce development funds.

(r)&g A series of graduated sanctions for district school boards whose
educational programs in Department of Juvenile Justice programs fa-
eilities are considered to be unsatisfactory and for instances in which
district school boards fail to meet standards prescribed by law, rule, or
State Board of Education policy. These sanctions shall include the option
of requiring a district school board to contract with a provider or another
district school board if the educational program at the Department of
Juvemle Justlce program is performzng below minimum standards fa-

and, after 6 months, is still
performing below minimum standards.

(s) Curriculum, guidance counseling, transition, and education ser-
vices expectations, including curriculum flexibility for detention centers
operated by the Department of Juvenile Justice.

(t) Other aspects of program operations.

(3) The Department of Education in partnership with the Depart-
ment of Juvenile Justice, the district school boards, and providers shall:

(a) Develop and implement requirements for contracts and co-
operative agreements regarding Meintain-medel-econtractsfor the deliv-
ery of appropriate education services to students yeuth in Department of
Juvenile Justice education programs
future-eontraets. The minimum contract requirements shall include, but
are not limited to, payment structure and amounts; access to district
services; contract management provisions; data reporting requirements,
including reporting of full-time equivalent student membership; admin-
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istration of federal programs such as Title I, exceptional student educa-
tion, and the Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education Act of
2006’ and meelel—eeﬂ&&et—s—sh&l—l—ﬁeﬂeee the pohcy and standards included

(b) Develop and implement Maintain—medel procedures for transi-
tioning students yeuth into and out of Department of Juvenile Justice
education programs. These procedures shall reflect the policy and
standards adopted pursuant to subsection (2).

(¢) Maintain standardized required content of education records to be
included as part of a student’s yeuth’s commitment record and proce-
dures for securmg the student’s records The education records These

s&bseeﬂeﬁ—@-)—&nd shall include, but not be hmlted to, the followmg

1. A copy of the student’s individual educational plan.
2. A copy of the student’s individualized progress monitoring plan.
3. A copy of the student’s individualized transition plan.

4.2: Data on student performance on assessments taken according to
s. 1008.22.

5.8- A copy of the student’s permanent cumulative record.
6.4 A copy of the student’s academic transcript.

7.5: A portfolio reflecting the student’s yeuth’s academic accom-
plishments and industry certification earned, when age appropriate,
while in the Department of Juvenile Justice program.

(d) Establish M

reeord-and the roles and respons1b1ht1es of the Juvemle probatlon ofﬁcer
and others involved in the withdrawal of the student from school and
a551gnment to a Juvemle Justice education program eeommitment-or-de-

(4) Each The Department—of Edueationshall-ensure—that district
school board shall: beards

(@) Notify students in juvenile justice education programs residentiat
er-nonresidential faecilities who attain the age of 16 years of the provi-
siens-of law regarding compulsory school attendance and make available
the option of enrolling in an education & program to attain a Florida high
school diploma by taking the high school equivalency examination before
Generallidueational Development-test-prior-te release from the program
faeility. The Department of Education shall assist juvenile justice edu-
cation programs with becomzng hzgh school equzvalency examlnatzon

(b) Respond to requests for student education records received from
another district school board or a juvenile justice education program
within 5 working days after receiving the request.

(¢) Provide access to courses offered pursuant to ss. 1002.37, 1002.45,
and 1003.498. School districts and providers may enter into cooperative
agreements for the provision of curriculum associated with courses offered
pursuant to s. 1003.498 to enable providers to offer such courses.

(d) Complete the assessment process required by subsection (2).
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(e) Monitor compliance with contracts for education programs for
students in juvenile justice prevention, day treatment, residential, and
detention programs.

(5) The Department of Education shall establish and operate, either
directly or indirectly through a contract, a mechanism to provide ac-
countability measures that annually assesses and evaluates all juvenile
Justice education programs using student performance data and program
performance ratmgs by ‘type of program

and shall provide technical assis-
tance and related research to district school boards and juvenile justice

educatzon prov1ders eﬁ—hew—te—est-&bhsh—develep—&nd—epefate—edﬁea-

The Department of Educatwn with znput from the Department of Juve-
nile Justice, school districts, and education providers shall develop an-
nual recommendations for system and school improvement.

Section 32. Section 1003.52, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1003.52 Educational services in Department of Juvenile Justice
programs.—

es : The Depart-
ment of Educatlon shall serve as the lead agency for juvenile justice
education programs, curriculum, support services, and resources. To this
end, the Department of Education and the Department of Juvenile
Justice shall each designate a Coordinator for Juvenile Justice Educa-
tion Programs to serve as the point of contact for resolving issues not
addressed by district school boards and to provide each department’s
participation in the following activities:

(a) Training, collaborating, and coordinating with
Juventle-Justiee; district school boards, regional workforce boards, and
local youth councils, educational contract providers, and juvenile justice
providers, whether state operated or contracted.

(b) Collecting information on the academic, career and professional
education (CAPE), and transition performance of students in juvenile
justice programs and reporting on the results.

(¢) Developing academic and CAPE eareer protocols that provide
guidance to district school boards and juvenile justice education provi-
ders in all aspects of education programming, including records transfer
and transition.

(d) Implementing a joint accountabtllty, program performance, and
program merovement process

Annually, a cooperative agreement and plan for juvenile justice educa-
tion service enhancement shall be developed between the Department of
Juvenile Justice and the Department of Education and submitted to the
Secretary of Juvenile Justice and the Commissioner of Education by
June 30. The plan shall include, at a minimum, each agency’s role re-
garding educational program accountability, technical assistance,
training, and coordination of services.

(2) Students participating in Department of Juvenile Justice educa-
tion programs pursuant to chapter 985 which are sponsored by a com-
munity-based agency or are operated or contracted for by the Depart-
ment of Juvenile Justice shall receive education edueational programs
according to rules of the State Board of Education. These students shall
be eligible for services afforded to students enrolled in programs pur-
suant to s. 1003.53 and all corresponding State Board of Education rules.

(3) The district school board of the county in which the juvenile jus-
tice educatwn preventlon day treatment, reszdentlal or detentlon pro-
gram
faeility is located shall provide or contract for appropriate educational
assessments and an appropriate program of instruction and special
education services.

(a) The district school board shall make provisions for each student
to participate in basic, CAPE eareer-edueation, and exceptional student
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programs as appropriate. Students served in Department of Juvenile
Justice education programs shall have access to the appropriate courses
and instruction to prepare them for the high school equivalency ex-
amination GED-test. Students participating in high school equivalency
examination ‘GED preparation programs shall be funded at the basic
program cost factor for Department of Juvenile Justice programs in the
Florida Education Finance Program. Each program shall be conducted
according to applicable law providing for the operation of public schools
and rules of the State Board of Education. School districts shall provide
the high school equivalency examination GED exit option for all juvenile
justice education programs.

(b) ByOetober1,-2004; The Department of Education, with the as-
sistance of the school districts and juvenile justice education providers,
shall select a common student assessment instrument and protocol for
measuring student learning gains and student progression while a stu-
dent is in a juvenile justice education program. The Department of
Education and the Department of Juvenile Justice shall jointly review the
effectiveness of this assessment and implement changes as necessary The

a 4 1v\nH‘ Tment-and 4 1 st bedmplementedin-alls 1l
ass HS aRaprovecormusStoempt tea-atrjaventie

(4) Educational services shall be provided at times of the day most
appropriate for the juvenile justice program. School programming in
juvenile justice detention, prevention, day treatment, and residential
eommitment;—and-rehabilitation programs shall be made available by
the local school district during the juvenile justice school year, as pro-
vided defined in s. 1003.01(11). In addition, students in juvenile justice
education programs shall have access to courses offered pursuant to ss.
1002.37, 1002.45, and 1003.498 Flerida—Virtual -Sehool-eourses. The
Department of Education and the school districts shall adopt policies
necessary to provide ensure such access.

(5) The educational program shall provide instruction based on each
student’s individualized transition plan, assessed educational needs, and
the education programs available in the school district in which the
student will return. Depending on the student’s needs, educattonal pro-
gramming may consist of remedial courses,
academic courses required for grade advancement, CAPE courses, high
school equivalency examination preparation esreer, or exceptional stu-
dent education curricula and related services which support the ¢ransi-
tion treatment goals and reentry and which may lead to completion of
the requirements for receipt of a high school diploma or its equivalent.
Prevention and day treatment juvenile justice education programs, at a
minimum, shall provide career readiness and exploration opportunities
as well as truancy and dropout prevention intervention services. Re-
sidential juvenile justice education programs with a contracted minimum
length of stay of 9 months shall provide CAPE courses that lead to pre-
apprentice certifications and industry certifications. Programs with con-
tracted lengths of stay of less than 9 months may provide career education
courses that lead to preapprentice certifications and CAPE industry cer-
tifications. If the duration of a program is less than 40 days, the edu-
cational component may be limited to tutorial remediation activities, and
career employability skills instruction, education counseling, and tran-
sition services that prepare students for a return to school, the community,
and their home settings based on the students’ needs.

(6) Participation in the program by students of compulsory school-
attendance age as provided for in s. 1003.21 shall be mandatory. All
students of noncompulsory school-attendance age who have not received
a high school diploma or its equivalent shall participate in the educa-
tional program, unless the student files a formal declaration of his or her
intent to terminate school enrollment as described in s. 1003.21 and is
afforded the opportunity to take the general educational development
test and attain a Florida high school diploma before prier-to release from
a juvenile justice education program faeility. A student yeuth who has
received a high school diploma or its equivalent and is not employed
shall participate in workforce development or other CAPE eareer—or
teehnteal education or Florida College System institution or university
courses while in the program, subject to available funding.

(7) An individualized A progress monitoring plan shall be developed
for all students not classified as exceptional education students upon
entry in a juvenile justice education program and upon reentry in the
school dzstrtct o .

by—s—}998—2-5 These plans shall address academlc, hteracy, and career
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and technical kfe skills and shall include provisions for intensive re-
medial instruction in the areas of weakness.

(8) Each district school board shall maintain an academic record for
each student enrolled in a juvenile justice education program faeility as
prescribed by s. 1003.51. Such record shall delineate each course com-
pleted by the student according to procedures in the State Course Code
Directory. The district school board shall include a copy of a student’s
academic record in the discharge packet when the student exits the

program faeility.

(9) Each TheDepartment-of Edueationshall- ensure-that-all district
school board shall beards make provisions for high school level students
youth to earn credits toward high school graduation while in residential
and nonresidential juvenile justice education programs faeilities. Provi-
sions must be made for the transfer of credits and partial credits earned.

(10) School districts and juvenile justice education providers shall
develop individualized transition plans during the course of a student’s
stay in a juvenile justice education program to coordinate academic, ca-
reer and technical, and secondary and postsecondary services that assist
the student in successful community reintegration upon release. Devel-
opment of the transition plan shall be a collaboration of the personnel in
the juvenile justice education program, reentry personnel, personnel from
the school district where the student will return, the student, the student’s
family, and Department of Juvenile Justice personnel for committed
students.

(@) Transition planning must begin upon a student’s placement in the
program. The transition plan must include, at a minimum:

1. Services and interventions that address the student’s assessed
educational needs and postrelease education plans.

2. Services to be provided during the program stay and services to be
implemented upon release, including, but not limited to, continuing
education in secondary school, CAPE programs, postsecondary educa-
tion, or employment, based on the student’s needs.

3. Specific monitoring responsibilities to determine whether the in-
dividualized transition plan is being implemented and the student is
provided access to support services that will sustain the student’s success
by individuals who are responsible for the reintegration and coordination
of these activities.

(b) For the purpose of transition planning and reentry services, re-
presentatives from the school district and the one stop center where the
student will return shall participate as members of the local Department
of Juvenile Justice reentry teams. The school district, upon return of a
student from a juvenile justice education program, must consider the
individual needs and circumstances of the student and the transition
plan recommendations when reenrolling a student in a public school. A
local school district may not maintain a standardized policy for all stu-
dents returning from a juvenile justice program but place students based
on their needs and their performance in the juvenile justice education
program, including any virtual education options.

(¢) The Department of Education and the Department of Juvenile
Justice shall provide oversight and guidance to school districts, education
providers, and reentry personnel on how to implement effective educa-
tional transition planning and services.

(11)39) The district school board shall recruit and train teachers
who are interested, qualified, or experienced in educating students in
juvenile justice programs. Students in juvenile justice programs shall be
provided a wide range of education edueational programs and opportu-
nities including textbooks, technology, instructional support, and ether
resources commensurate with resources provided available to students in
public schools, including textbooks and access to technology. If the district
school board operates a juvenile justice education program at a juvenile
Justice facility, the district school board, in consultation with the director
of the juvenile justice facility, shall select the instructional personnel as-
signed to that program. The Secretary of Juvenile Justice or the director
of a juvenile justice program may request that the performance of a tea-
cher assigned by the district to a juvenile justice education program be
reviewed by the district and that the teacher be reassigned based upon an
evaluatwn conducted pursuant to s. 1 012.34 or for mupproprlate beha-
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venile justice education programs £aeﬂtﬁes shall have access to the
substitute teacher pool used utilized by the district school board.

(12)31H District school boards may contract with a private provider
for the provision of education edueational programs to students youths
placed with the Department of Juvenile Justice and shall generate local,
state, and federal funding, including funding through the Florida Edu-
cation Finance Program for such students. The district school board’s
planning and budgeting process shall include the needs of Department of
Juvenile Justice education programs in the district school board’s plan
for expenditures for state categorical and federal funds.

(13)d2)a) Funding for eligible students enrolled in juvenile justice
education programs shall be provided through the Florida Education
Finance Program as provided in s. 1011.62 and the General Appro-
priations Act. Funding shall include, at a minimum:

1. Weighted program funding or the basic amount for current op-
eration multiplied by the district cost differential as provided in s.

1011.62(2) s-—3031-62(1)s)-and{(2);

2. The supplemental allocation for juvenile justice education as
provided in s. 1011.62(10);

3. A proportionate share of the district’s exceptional student educa-
tion guaranteed allocation, the supplemental academic instruction al-
location, and the instructional materials allocation;

4. An amount equivalent to the proportionate share of the state
average potential discretionary local effort for operations, which shall be
determined as follows:

a. If the district levies the maximum discretionary local effort and
the district’s discretionary local effort per FTE is less than the state
average potential discretionary local effort per FTE, the proportionate
share shall include both the discretionary local effort and the compres-
sion supplement per FTE. If the district’s discretionary local effort per
FTE is greater than the state average per FTE, the proportionate share
shall be equal to the state average; or

b. Ifthe district does not levy the maximum discretionary local effort
and the district’s actual discretionary local effort per FTE is less than
the state average potential discretionary local effort per FTE, the pro-
portionate share shall be equal to the district’s actual discretionary local
effort per FTE. If the district’s actual discretionary local effort per FTE is
greater than the state average per FTE, the proportionate share shall be
equal to the state average potential local effort per FTE; and

5. A proportionate share of the district’s proration to funds available,
if necessary.

(b) Juvenile justice education edueationsl programs to receive the
appropriate FEFP funding for Department of Juvenile Justice education
programs shall include those operated through a contract with the De-

partment of Juvenlle Justlce &nd%&eh—afe—uﬂdeﬁpﬂfﬂew—ef—the—];e—

(¢) Consistent with the rules of the State Board of Education, district
school boards shall arerequiredte request an alternative FTE survey for
Department of Juvenile Justice education programs experiencing fluc-
tuations in student enrollment.

(d) FTE count periods shall be prescribed in rules of the State Board
of Education and shall be the same for programs of the Department of
Juvenile Justice as for other public school programs. The summer school
period for students in Department of Juvenile Justice education pro-
grams shall begin on the day immediately following the end of the reg-
ular school year and end on the day immediately preceding the sub-
sequent regular school year. Students shall be funded for no more than
25 hours per week of direct instruction.

(e) Each juvenile justice education program must receive all federal
funds for which the program is eligible.

(149)33) Each district school board shall negotiate a cooperative
agreement with the Department of Juvenile Justice on the delivery of
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educational services to students yeuths under the jurisdiction of the
Department of Juvenile Justice. Such agreement must include, but is not
limited to:

(a) Roles and responsibilities of each agency, including the roles and
responsibilities of contract providers.

(b) Administrative issues including procedures for sharing informa-
tion.

(c) Allocation of resources including maximization of local, state, and
federal funding.

(d) Procedures for educational evaluation for educational ex-
ceptionalities and special needs.

(e) Curriculum and delivery of instruction.
(f) Classroom management procedures and attendance policies.

(g) Procedures for provision of qualified instructional personnel,
whether supplied by the district school board or provided under contract
by the provider, and for performance of duties while in a juvenile justice
setting.

(h) Provisions for improving skills in teaching and working with
students referred to juvenile justice education programs delinguents.

(1) Transition plans for students moving into and out of juvenile
Justice education programs faeilities.

(j) Procedures and timelines for the timely documentation of credits
earned and transfer of student records.

(k) Methods and procedures for dispute resolution.

(1) Provisions for ensuring the safety of education personnel and
support for the agreed-upon education program.

(m) Strategies for correcting any deficiencies found through the ac-
countability and evaluation system and student performance measures
quality-assuranee-process.

(15)34) Nothing in this section or in a cooperative agreement re-
quires shall-be-eonstrued-to-require the district school board to provide

more services than can be supported by the funds generated by students
in the juvenile justice programs.

(16)@5X¥a) The Department of Education, in consultation with the
Department of Juvenile Justice, district school boards, and providers,
shall adopt rules establishing: establish

(a) Objective and measurable student performance measures to
evaluate a student’s educational progress while participating in a pre-
vention, day treatment, or residential program. The student performance
measures must be based on appropriate outcomes for all students in ju-
venile justice education programs, taking into consideration the student’s
length of stay in the program. Performance measures shall include out-
comes that relate to student achievement of career education goals, ac-
quisition of employability skills, receipt of a high school diploma or its
equivalent, grade advancement, and the number of CAPE industry cer-
tifications earned.

(b) A performance ratlng system to be used by the Department of
Education to evaluate for the delivery of
educational services within each of the juvenile justice programs. The
performance rating shall be primarily based on data regarding student

performance as described in paragraph (a) eomponent-ofresidential-and
nonresidentialjuvenilejusticefaeilities.

(¢) The timeframes, procedures, and resources to be used to improve a
low-rated educattonal program or to terminate or reasstgn the program

(d)d) The Department of Education, in partnership with the De-
partment of Juvenile Justice, shall develop a comprehensive account-
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ability and program improvement guality-assaranee-review process. The
accountability and program improvement process shall be based on stu-
dent performance measures by type of program and shall rate education
program performance. The accountability system shall identify and re-
cognize high-performing education programs. The Department of Edu-
cation, in partnership with the Department of Juvenile Justice, shall
identify low-performing programs. Low-performing education programs
shall receive an onsite program evaluation from the Department of Ju-
venile Justice. School improvement, technical assistance, or the re-
assignment of the program shall be based, in part, on the results of the
program evaluation. Through a corrective action process, low-performing
programs must demonstrate zmprovement or reasstgn the program &ﬂd

(17) The department, in collaboration with the Department of Juve-
nile Justice, shall collect data and report on commitment, day treatment,
prevention, and detention programs. The report shall be submitted to the
President of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and
the Governor by February 1 of each year. The report must include, at a
minimum:

(a) The number and percentage of students who:

1. Return to an alternative school, middle school, or high school upon
release and the attendance rate of such students before and after parti-
cipation in juvenile justice education programs.

2. Receive a standard high school diploma or a high school equiv-
alency diploma.

3. Receive industry certification.
4. Enroll in a postsecondary educational institution.
5. Complete a juvenile justice education program without reoffending.

6. Reoffend within 1 year after completion of a day treatment or re-
sidential commitment program.

7. Remain employed 1 year after completion of a day treatment or
residential commitment program.

8. Demonstrate learning gains pursuant to paragraph (3)(b).

(b) The following cost data for each juvenile justice education pro-
gram:

1. The amount of funding provided by district school boards to juve-
nile justice programs and the amount retained for administration, in-
cluding documenting the purposes of such expenses.

2. The status of the development of cooperative agreements.
3. Recommendations for system improvement.

4. Information on the identification of, and services provided to, ex-
ceptional students, to determine whether these students are properly re-
ported for funding and are appropriately served.
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(18)@&6) The district school board shall not be charged any rent,
maintenance, utilities, or overhead on such facilities. Maintenance, re-
pairs, and remodeling of existing facilities shall be provided by the De-
partment of Juvenile Justice.

(19)&H When additional facilities are required, the district school
board and the Department of Juvenile Justice shall agree on the ap-
propriate site based on the instructional needs of the students. When the
most appropriate site for instruction is on district school board property,
a special capital outlay request shall be made by the commissioner in
accordance with s. 1013.60. When the most appropriate site is on state
property, state capital outlay funds shall be requested by the Depart-
ment of Juvenile Justice provided by s. 216.043 and shall be submitted
as specified by s. 216.023. Any instructional facility to be built on state
property shall have educational specifications jointly developed by the
district school board and the Department of Juvenile Justice and ap-
proved by the Department of Education. The size of space and occupant
design capacity criteria as provided by State Board of Education rules
shall be used for remodeling or new construction whether facilities are
provided on state property or district school board property.

(20)38) The parent of an exceptional student shall have the due
process rights provided for in this chapter.

rmation-on-the-identification-of-and-=s
oR—the aton-o6,ana—s

<>

(21)20) The education edueational programs at the-Arthur Dezier
Sehool-for Boys—in-Jackson-GCounty-and the Florida School for Boys in
Okeechobee shall be operated by the Department of Education, either
directly or through grants or contractual agreements with other public or
duly accredited education agencies approved by the Department of
Education.

(22)2H The State Board of Education shall meay adopt any rules
necessary to 1mplement the-provistensef this SeCtIOH—}He}Hd}Hg—&mfer
. Such rules must require

the mmlmum amount of paperwork and reporting.

(23)22) The Department of Juvenile Justice and the Department of
Education, in consultation with Workforce Florida, Inc., the statewide
Workforce Development Youth Council, district school boards, Florida
College System institutions, providers, and others, shall jointly develop
a multiagency plan for CAPE eareer—edueation which describes the
funding, curriculum, transfer of credits, goals, and outcome measures for
career education programming in juvenile commitment facilities, pur-
suant to s. 985.622. The plan must be reviewed annually.

Section 33. Subsection (4) of section 1003.4282, Florida Statutes, is
amended, and present subsection (10) of section 1003.4282, Florida
Statutes, is renumbered as subsection (11), and a new subsection (10) is
added to that section, to read:

1003.4282 Requirements for a standard high school diploma.—

(4) ONLINE COURSE REQUIREMENT.—Exeludinga-driver-eda-
eation—eourse; At least one course within the 24 credits required under
this section must be completed through online learning. A school district
may not require a student to take the online course outside the school
day or in addition to a student’s courses for a given semester. An online
course taken in grade 6, grade 7, or grade 8 fulfills this requirement.
This requirement is met through an online course offered by the Florida
Virtual School, a virtual education provider approved by the State Board
of Education, a high school, or an online dual enrollment course. A
student who is enrolled in a full-time or part-time virtual instruction
program under s. 1002.45 meets this requirement. This requirement
does not apply to a student who has an individual education plan under
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s. 1003.57 which indicates that an online course would be inappropriate
or to an out-of-state transfer student who is enrolled in a Florida high
school and has 1 academic year or less remaining in high school.

(100 STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES.—Beginning with students
entering grade 9 in the 2014-2015 school year, this subsection applies to a
student with a disability.

(@) A parent of the student with a disability shall, in collaboration
with the individual education plan (IEP) team during the transition
planning process pursuant to s. 1003.5716, declare an intent for the
student to graduate from high school with either a standard high school
diploma or a certificate of completion. A student with a disability who
does not satisfy the standard high school diploma requirements pursuant
to this section shall be awarded a certificate of completion.

(b) The following options, in addition to the other options specified in
this section, may be used to satisfy the standard high school diploma
requirements, as specified in the student’s individual education plan:

1. For a student with a disability for whom the IEP team has de-
termined that the Florida Alternate Assessment is the most appropriate
measure of the student’s skills:

a. A combination of course substitutions, assessments, industry cer-
tifications, other acceleration options, or occupational completion points
appropriate to the student’s unique skills and abilities that meet the cri-
teria established by State Board of Education rule.

b. A portfolio of quantifiable evidence that documents a student’s
mastery of academic standards through rigorous metrics established by
State Board of Education rule. A portfolio may include, but is not limited
to, documentation of work experience, internships, community service,
and postsecondary credit.

2. For a student with a disability for whom the IEP team has de-
termined that mastery of academic and employment competencies is the
most appropriate way for a student to demonstrate his or her skills:

a. Documented completion of the minimum high school graduation
requirements, including the number of course credits prescribed by rules
of the State Board of Education.

b. Documented achievement of all annual goals and short-term ob-
Jectives for academic and employment competencies, industry certifica-
tions, and occupational completion points specified in the student’s
transition plan. The documentation must be verified by the IEP team.

c¢. Documented successful employment for the number of hours per
week specified in the student’s transition plan, for the equivalent of 1
semester, and payment of a minimum wage in compliance with the re-
quirements of the federal Fair Labor Standards Act.

d. Documented mastery of the academic and employment compe-
tencies, industry certifications, and occupational completion points spe-
cified in the student’s transition plan. The documentation must be verified
by the IEP team, the employer, and the teacher. The transition plan must
be developed and signed by the student, parent, teacher, and employer
before placement in employment and must identify the following:

(I) The expected academic and employment competencies, industry
certifications, and occupational completion points;

(II) The criteria for determining and certifying mastery of the com-
petencies;

(III) The work schedule and the minimum number of hours to be
worked per week; and

(IV) A description of the supervision to be provided by the school
district.

3. Any change to the high school graduation option specified in the
student’s IEP must be approved by the parent and is subject to verification
for appropriateness by an independent reviewer selected by the parent as
provided in s. 1003.572.



1088

(¢) A student with a disability who meets the standard high school
diploma requirements in this section may defer the receipt of a standard
high school diploma if the student:

1. Has an individual education plan that prescribes special educa-
tion, transition planning, transition services, or related services through
age 21; and

2. Is enrolled in accelerated college credit instruction pursuant to s.
1007.27, industry certification courses that lead to college credit, a col-
legiate high school program, courses necessary to satisfy the Scholar
designation requirements, or a structured work-study, internship, or
preapprenticeship program.

(d) A student with a disability who receives a certificate of completion
and has an individual education plan that prescribes special education,
transition planning, transition services, or related services through 21
years of age may continue to receive the specified instruction and services.

(e) Any waiver of the statewide, standardized assessment require-
ments by the individual education plan team, pursuant to s.
1008.22(3)(c), must be approved by the parent and is subject to verifica-
tion for appropriateness by an independent reviewer selected by the parent
as provided for in s. 1003.572.

The State Board of Education shall adopt rules under ss. 120.536(1) and
120.54 to implement this paragraph, including rules that establish the
minimum requirements for students described in this paragraph to earn a
standard high school diploma. The State Board of Education shall adopt
emergency rules pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54.

Section 34. If this act and CS/HB 7031, 2014 Regular Session, or
similar legislation are adopted in the same legislative session or an ex-
tension thereof and become law, and the respective provisions of such acts
amending s. 1003.4282(4), Florida Statutes, differ, it is the intent of the
Legislature that the amendments made by this act to s. 1003.4282(4),
Florida Statutes, shall control over the language of CS/HB 7031, or si-
milar legislation, regardless of the order in which they are enacted.

Section 35. Section 1003.4995, Florida Statutes, is created to read:

1003.4995 Fine arts report.—The Commissioner of Education shall
prepare an annual report that includes a description, based on annual
reporting by schools, of student access to and participation in fine arts
courses, which are visual arts, music, dance, and theatre courses; the
number and certification status of educators providing instruction in the
courses; educational facilities designed and classroom space equipped for
fine arts instruction; and the manner in which schools are providing the
core curricular content for fine arts established in the Next Generation
Sunshine State Standards. The report shall be posted on the Department
of Education’s website and updated annually.

Section 36. The Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University
Crestview Education Center is renamed as the “Senator Durell Peaden,
Jr., FAMU Educational Center.”

Section 37. Except as otherwise expressly provided in this act, this
act shall take effect upon becoming a law.

And the title is amended as follows:

Delete lines 2120-2256 and insert: An act relating to education;
amending s. 1001.42, F.S.; requiring a school that includes middle
grades to include information, data, and instructional strategies in its
school improvement plan; requiring a school that includes middle grades
to implement an early warning system based on indicators to identify
students in need of additional academic support; amending s. 1003.02,
F.S.; requiring a district school board to notify parents of return on in-
vestment relating to industry certifications; amending s. 1003.42, F.S;
providing State Board of Education duties relating to middle grades
courses; amending s. 1003.4203, F.S.; requiring a district school board, in
consultation with the district school superintendent, to make CAPE
Digital Tool certificates and CAPE industry certifications available to
students, including students with disabilities, in prekindergarten
through grade 12, to enable students to attain digital skills; providing
eligibility for additional FTE funding; requiring innovative programs
and courses that combine academic and career instructional tools and
industry certifications into education for both college and career pre-
paredness; providing for additional FTE funding; providing for grade
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point average calculation; requiring the Department of Education to
collaborate with Florida educators and school leaders to provide tech-
nical assistance to district school boards regarding implementation;
authorizing public schools to provide students with access to third-party
assessment centers and career and professional academy curricula; en-
couraging third-party assessment providers and career and professional
academy curricula providers to provide annual training; amending s.
1003.4281, F.S.; deleting calculations for paid and unpaid high school
credits; amending s. 1003.492, F.S.; requiring return-on-investment in-
formation for career education; amending s. 1003.4935, F.S.; authorizing
additional FTE funding for certain Digital Tool certificates and industry
certifications; amending s. 1003.53, F.S.; authorizing dropout prevention
and academic intervention services for a student identified by a school’s
early warning system; amending s. 1006.135, F.S.; including middle
grades schools under provisions prohibiting hazing; revising the defini-
tion of the term “hazing”; requiring a school district policy that prohibits
hazing and establishes consequences for an act of hazing; revising pen-
alty provisions and providing for applicability; creating s. 1007.273, F.S.;
requiring a Florida College System institution to work with each district
school board in its designated service area to establish collegiate high
school programs; providing options for participation in a collegiate high
school program; requiring a local Florida College System institution to
execute a contract with a district school board to establish the program;
authorizing another Florida College System institution to execute a
contract with the district school board in certain circumstances; requir-
ing each district school board to execute the contract with the local
Florida College System institution; requiring the contract to be executed
by a specified date for the purpose of implementation; specifying in-
formation that must be included in the contract; specifying requirements
for student performance contracts for students participating in the col-
legiate high school program; authorizing district school boards to execute
a contract with a state university or certain independent colleges and
universities to establish the collegiate high school program; providing
funding; requiring the State Board of Education to enforce compliance;
amending s. 1008.345, F.S.; correcting a cross-reference; amending s.
1008.44, F.S.; requiring the department to annually identify CAPE Di-
gital Tool certificates and CAPE industry certifications; authorizing the
Commissioner of Education to recommend adding certain certificates
and certifications; providing requirements for inclusion of CAPE Digital
Tool certificates and CAPE industry certifications on the funding list;
authorizing the commissioner to limit certain Digital Tool certificates
and CAPE industry certifications to students in certain grades; provid-
ing requirements for the Articulation Coordinating Committee; amend-
ing s. 1011.62, F.S.; specifying requirements relating to additional FTE
funding based on completion of certain courses or programs and issuance
of CAPE industry certification; deleting obsolete provisions; deleting
provisions regarding Florida Cyber Security Recognition, Florida Digital
Arts Recognition, and Florida Digital Tool Certificates; amending s.
1012.98, F.S.; providing requirements relating to professional develop-
ment, including inservice plans and instructional strategies, for middle
grades educators; requiring the Department of Education to disseminate
professional development in the use of integrated digital instruction;
amending s. 11.45, F.S.; authorizing the Auditor General to conduct
audits of the accounts and records of nonprofit scholarship-funding or-
ganizations; creating s. 1002.385, F.S.; establishing the Florida Personal
Learning Scholarship Accounts Program; defining terms; specifying
criteria for students who are eligible to participate in the program,;
identifying certain students who are not eligible to participate in the
program; authorizing the use of awarded funds for specific purposes;
prohibiting specific providers, schools, institutions, school districts, and
other entities from sharing, refunding, or rebating program funds; spe-
cifying the terms of the program; requiring a school district to notify the
parent regarding the option to participate in the program; specifying the
school district’s responsibilities for completing a matrix of services and
notifying the Department of Education of the completion of the matrix;
requiring the department to notify the parent regarding the amount of
the awarded funds; authorizing the school district to change the matrix
under certain circumstances; requiring the school district in which a
student resides to notify students and parents of locations and times to
take all statewide assessments; requiring the school district to notify
parents of the availability of a reevaluation; specifying the eligibility
requirements and obligations of an eligible private school relating to the
program; specifying the duties of the Department of Education relating
to the program; requiring the Commissioner of Education to deny, sus-
pend, or revoke participation in the program or use of program funds
under certain circumstances; providing additional factors under which
the commissioner may deny, suspend, or revoke a participation in the
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program or program funds; requiring a parent to sign an agreement with
the Department of Education to enroll his or her child in the program
which specifies the responsibilities of a parent or student for using funds
in an account and for submitting a compliance statement to the de-
partment; providing that a parent who fails to comply with the respon-
sibilities of the agreement forfeits the personal learning scholarship
account; authorizing an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organi-
zation to establish personal learning scholarship accounts for eligible
students participating in the program; providing for funding and pay-
ments; providing for the closing of a student’s account and reversion of
funds to the state; requiring an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding
organization to develop a system for payment of benefits by electronic
funds transfer; providing that moneys received pursuant to the program
do not constitute taxable income; providing the Auditor General’s ob-
ligations under the program; requiring the Department of Health, the
Agency for Persons with Disabilities, and the Department of Education
to work with an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization for
easy or automated access to lists of licensed providers of services; pro-
viding that the state is not liable for the award or use of awarded funds;
providing for the scope of authority of the act; requiring the State Board
of Education to adopt rules to administer the program; providing for
implementation of the program in a specified school year; amending s.
1002.395, F.S.; revising the purpose of the Florida Tax Credit Scholar-
ship Program; revising definitions; revising eligibility requirements for
the Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program; requiring the Department
of Education and Department of Revenue to publish the tax credit cap on
their websites when it is increased; requiring the Department of Rev-
enue to provide a copy of a letter approving a taxpayer for a specified tax
credit to the eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization; au-
thorizing certain entities to convey, transfer, or assign certain tax
credits; providing for the calculation of underpayment of estimated
corporate income taxes and tax installation payments for taxes on in-
surance premiums and assessments and the determination of whether
penalties or interest shall be imposed on the underpayment; revising the
disqualifying offenses for nonprofit scholarship-funding organization
owners and operators; revising priority for new applicants; allowing a
student in foster care or out-of-home care to apply for a scholarship at
any time; prohibiting use of eligible contributions from being used for
lobbying or political activity or related expenses; requiring application
fees to be expended for student scholarships in any year a nonprofit
scholarship-funding organization uses eligible contributions for admin-
istrative expenses; requiring amounts carried forward to be specifically
reserved for particular students and schools for audit purposes; revising
audit and report requirements for nonprofit scholarship-funding orga-
nizations and Auditor General review of all reports; requiring nonprofit
scholarship-funding organizations to maintain a surety bond or letter of
credit and to adjust the bond or letter of credit quarterly based upon a
statement from a certified public accountant; providing exceptions; re-
quiring the nonprofit scholarship-funding organization to provide the
Auditor General any information or documentation requested in con-
nection with an operational audit; requiring a private school to provide
agreed upon transportation and make arrangements for taking state-
wide assessments at the school district testing site and in accordance
with the district’s testing schedule if the student chooses to take the
statewide assessment; requiring parental authorization for access to
income eligibility information; specifying that the independent research
organization is the Learning System Institute at the Florida State
University; identifying grant terms and payments; revising statewide
and individual school report requirements; revising limitations on an-
nual scholarship amounts; providing initial and renewal application
requirements and an approval process for a charitable organization that
seeks to be a nonprofit scholarship-funding organization; requiring the
State Board of Education to adopt rules; providing a registration notice
requirement for public and private universities to be nonprofit scholar-
ship-funding organizations; requiring the State Board of Education to
adopt rules; allowing existing nonprofit scholarship-funding organiza-
tions to provide the required bond at a specified date; repealing s.
1003.438, F.S., relating to special high school graduation requirements
for certain exceptional students; creating s. 1003.5716, F.S.; providing
that certain students with disabilities have a right to free, appropriate
public education; requiring an individual education plan (IEP) team to
begin the process of, and to develop an IEP for, identifying transition
services needs for a student with a disability before the student attains a
specified age; providing requirements for the process; requiring certain
statements to be included and annually updated in the IEP; providing
that changes in the goals specified in an IEP are subject to independent
review and parental approval; requiring the school district to reconvene
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the IEP team to identify alternative strategies to meet transition ob-
jectives if a participating agency fails to provide transition services
specified in the IEP; providing that the agency’s failure does not relieve
the agency of the responsibility to provide or pay for the transition
services that the agency otherwise would have provided; amending s.
1003.572, F.S.; prohibiting a school district from charging fees or im-
posing additional requirements on private instructional personnel;
amending s. 1008.25, F.S.; requiring written notification relating to
portfolios to a parent of a student with a substantial reading deficiency;
requiring a student promoted to a certain grade with a good cause ex-
emption to receive intensive reading instruction and intervention; re-
quiring a school district to assist schools and teachers with the im-
plementation of reading strategies; revising good cause exemptions;
directing the Florida Prepaid College Board to conduct a study and
submit to the Legislature a report under established parameters;
amending ss. 120.81, 409.1451, and 1007.263, F.S.; conforming cross-
references; providing for application of specified provisions in the act;
amending s. 985.622, F.S.; revising requirements for the multiagency
education plan for students in juvenile justice education programs; in-
cluding virtual education as an option; amending s. 1001.31, F.S.; au-
thorizing instructional personnel at all juvenile justice facilities to access
specific student records at the district; amending s. 1003.51, F.S.; re-
vising terminology; revising requirements for rules to be maintained by
the State Board of Education; providing expectations for effective edu-
cation programs for students in Department of Juvenile Justice pro-
grams; revising requirements for contract and cooperative agreements
for the delivery of appropriate education services to students in De-
partment of Juvenile Justice programs; requiring the Department of
Education to ensure that juvenile justice students who are eligible have
access to high school equivalency testing and assist juvenile justice
education programs with becoming high school equivalency testing
centers; revising requirements for an accountability system for all ju-
venile justice education programs; revising requirements for district
school boards; amending s. 1003.52, F.S.; revising requirements for ac-
tivities to be coordinated by the coordinators for juvenile justice educa-
tion programs; authorizing contracting for educational assessments;
revising requirements for assessments; authorizing access to local vir-
tual education courses; requiring that an education program shall be
based on each student’s transition plan and assessed educational needs;
providing requirements for prevention and day treatment juvenile jus-
tice education programs; requiring progress monitoring plans for all
students not classified as exceptional student education students; re-
vising requirements for such plans; requiring the Department of Edu-
cation, in partnership with the Department of Juvenile Justice, to en-
sure that school districts and juvenile justice education providers
develop individualized transition plans; providing requirements for such
plans; authorizing the Secretary of Juvenile Justice or the director of a
juvenile justice program to request that a school district teacher’s per-
formance be reviewed by the district and that the teacher be reassigned
in certain circumstances; requiring the Department of Education to es-
tablish by rule objective and measurable student performance measures
and program performance ratings; providing requirements for such
ratings; requiring a comprehensive accountability and program im-
provement process; providing requirements for such a process; deleting
provisions for minimum thresholds for the standards and key indicators
for education programs in juvenile justice facilities; revising data col-
lection and annual report requirements; deleting provisions concerning
the Arthur Dozier School for Boys; requiring rulemaking; amending s.
1001.42, F.S.; revising terminology; revising a cross-reference; amending
s. 1003.4282, F.S.; revising provisions relating to the online course re-
quirement for a standard high school diploma; providing standard high
school diploma requirements for students with disabilities; requiring an
independent review and a parent’s approval to change a high school
graduation option specified in the student’s individual education plan;
providing for a student with a disability to defer the receipt of a standard
high school diploma under certain circumstances; authorizing certain
students with disabilities to continue to receive certain instruction and
services; requiring parental approval and independent review of a
waiver of statewide, standardized assessments; requiring the State
Board of Education to adopt rules; providing construction with respect to
the passage of similar legislation; creating s. 1003.4995, F.S.; requiring
the Commissioner of Education to prepare an annual report relating to
student access to and participation in fine arts courses and information
on educators, facilities, and instruction in such courses; renaming the
Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University Crestview Education
Center as the “Senator Durell Peaden, Jr., FAMU Educational Center”;
providing effective dates.
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On motion by Senator Legg, the Senate concurred in House
Amendment 1 (937491) as amended and requested the House to concur
in the Senate amendment to the House amendment.

CS for CS for SB 850 passed as amended and the action of the Senate
was certified to the House. The vote on passage was:

Yeas—29

Mr. President Flores Margolis
Altman Galvano Negron
Bean Garcia Richter
Benacquisto Gardiner Ring
Bradley Grimsley Simmons
Brandes Hays Simpson
Dean Hukill Soto
Detert Latvala Stargel
Diaz de la Portilla Lee Thrasher
Evers Legg

Nays—11

Abruzzo Gibson Smith
Braynon Joyner Sobel
Bullard Montford Thompson
Clemens Sachs

The Honorable Don Gaetz, President

I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of Representatives
has passed CS for CS for SB 1030, with 1 amendment, and requests the
concurrence of the Senate.

Robert L. “Bob” Ward, Clerk

CS for CS for SB 1030—A bill to be entitled An act relating to low-
THC cannabis; creating s. 456.60, F.S.; defining terms; authorizing
specified physicians to order low-THC cannabis for use by specified pa-
tients; providing conditions; providing education requirements for phy-
sicians; providing duties of the Department of Health; requiring the
department to create a compassionate use registry; providing require-
ments for the registry; requiring the department to authorize a specified
number of dispensing organizations; authorizing the department to
adopt specified rules; requiring the department to establish the Office of
Compassionate Use; providing for inspections of dispensing organiza-
tions by the department and law enforcement agencies; providing re-
quirements and duties for a dispensing organization; providing excep-
tions to specified laws; creating s. 385.30, F.S.; encouraging state
universities with both medical and agricultural programs to participate
in specified Federal Food and Drug Administration-approved research
directed toward refractory or intractable epilepsy relief in pediatric pa-
tients; authorizing participating state universities to annually request a
grant from the department; requiring a state university that requests a
grant to submit a specified report to the department; providing applic-
ability; creating s. 1004.441, F.S.; authorizing state universities with
both medical and agricultural programs to conduct specified research on
low-THC cannabis; authorizing the use of current state or privately ob-
tained research funds to support such research; authorizing the de-
partment to submit a budget amendment request to use excess funds in
the Biomedical Research Trust Fund to implement this act; providing an
effective date.

House Amendment 1 (329511) (with title amendment)—Remove
everything after the enacting clause and insert:

Section 1. This act may be cited as the “Compassionate Medical
Cannabis Act of 2014.”

Section 2. Section 381.986, Florida Statutes, is created to read:
381.986 Compassionate use of low-THC cannabis.—
(1) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the term:
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(@) “Dispensing organization” means an organization approved by the
department to cultivate, process, and dispense low-THC cannabis pur-
suant to this section.

(b) “Low-THC cannabis” means a plant of the genus Cannabis, the
dried flowers of which contain 0.8 percent or less of tetrahydrocannabinol
and more than 10 percent of cannabidiol weight for weight; the seeds
thereof; the resin extracted from any part of such plant; or any compound,
manufacture, salt, derivative, mixture, or preparation of such plant or its
seeds or resin that is dispensed only from a dispensing organization.

(¢) “Medical use” means administration of the ordered amount of low-
THC cannabis. The term does not include the possession, use, or ad-
ministration by smoking. The term also does not include the transfer of
low-THC cannabis to a person other than the qualified patient for whom
it was ordered or the qualified patient’s legal representative on behalf of
the qualified patient.

(d) “Qualified patient” means a resident of this state who has been
added to the compassionate use registry by a physician licensed under
chapter 458 or chapter 459 to receive low-THC cannabis from a dispen-
sing organization.

(e) “Smoking” means burning or igniting a substance and inhaling
the smoke. Smoking does not include the use of a vaporizer.

(2) PHYSICIAN ORDERING.—Effective January 1, 2015, a physi-
cian licensed under chapter 458 or chapter 459 who has examined and is
treating a patient suffering from cancer or a physical medical condition
that chronically produces symptoms of seizures or severe and persistent
muscle spasms may order for the patient’s medical use low-THC cannabis
to treat such disease, disorder, or condition or to alleviate symptoms of
such disease, disorder, or condition, if no other satisfactory alternative
treatment options exist for that patient and all of the following conditions
apply:

(a) The patient is a permanent resident of this state.

(b) The physician determines that the risks of ordering low-THC
cannabis are reasonable in light of the potential benefit for that patient. If
a patient is younger than 18 years of age, a second physician must concur
with this determination, and such determination must be documented in
the patient’s medical record.

(¢) The physician registers as the orderer of low-THC cannabis for the
named patient on the compassionate use registry maintained by the de-
partment and updates the registry to reflect the contents of the order. The
physician shall deactivate the patient’s registration when treatment is
discontinued.

(d) The physician maintains a patient treatment plan that includes
the dose, route of administration, planned duration, and monitoring of
the patient’s symptoms and other indicators of tolerance or reaction to the
low-THC cannabis.

(e) The physician submits the patient treatment plan quarterly to the
University of Florida College of Pharmacy for research on the safety and
efficacy of low-THC cannabis on patients.

() The physician obtains the voluntary informed consent of the pa-
tient or the patient’s legal guardian to treatment with low-THC cannabis
after sufficiently explaining the current state of knowledge in the medical
community of the effectiveness of treatment of the patient’s condition with
low-THC cannabis, the medically acceptable alternatives, and the po-
tential risks and side effects.

(3) PENALTIES.—

(@) A physician commits a misdemeanor of the first degree, punish-
able as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083, if the physician orders low-
THC cannabis for a patient without a reasonable belief that the patient is
suffering from:

1. Cancer or a physical medical condition that chronically produces
symptoms of seizures or severe and persistent muscle spasms that can be
treated with low-THC cannabis; or
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2. Symptoms of cancer or a physical medical condition that chroni-
cally produces symptoms of seizures or severe and persistent muscle
spasms that can be alleviated with low-THC cannabis.

(b) Any person who fraudulently represents that he or she has cancer
or a physical medical condition that chronically produces symptoms of
seizures or severe and persistent muscle spasms to a physician for the
purpose of being ordered low-THC cannabis by such physician commits a
misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s.
775.083.

(4) PHYSICIAN EDUCATION.—

(a) Before ordering low-THC cannabis for use by a patient in this
state, the appropriate board shall require the ordering physician licensed
under chapter 458 or chapter 459 to successfully complete an 8-hour
course and subsequent examination offered by the Florida Medical As-
sociation or the Florida Osteopathic Medical Association that en-
compasses the clinical indications for the appropriate use of low-THC
cannabis, the appropriate delivery mechanisms, the contraindications for
such use, as well as the relevant state and federal laws governing the
ordering, dispensing, and possessing of this substance. The first course
and examination shall be presented by October 1, 2014, and shall be
administered at least annually thereafter. Successful completion of the
course may be used by a physician to satisfy 8 hours of the continuing
medical education requirements required by his or her respective board
for licensure renewal. This course may be offered in a distance learning
format.

(b) The appropriate board shall require the medical director of each
dispensing organization approved under subsection (5) to successfully
complete a 2-hour course and subsequent examination offered by the
Florida Medical Association or the Florida Osteopathic Medical Asso-
ciation that encompasses appropriate safety procedures and knowledge of
low-THC cannabis.

(¢) Successful completion of the course and examination specified in
paragraph (a) is required for every physician who orders low-THC can-
nabis each time such physician renews his or her license. In addition,
successful completion of the course and examination specified in para-
graph (b) is required for the medical director of each dispensing organi-
zation each time such physician renews his or her license.

(d) A physician who fails to comply with this subsection and who
orders low-THC cannabis may be subject to disciplinary action under the
applicable practice act and under s. 456.072(1)(k).

(5) DUTIES OF THE DEPARTMENT.—By January 1, 2015, the
department shall:

(@) Create a secure, electronic, and online compassionate use registry
for the registration of physicians and patients as provided under this
section. The registry must be accessible to law enforcement agencies and to
a dispensing organization in order to verify patient authorization fo