


mmmm MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT s
)

JAMES E. “JIM” KING, JR.
President of the Senate

Dear Fellow Floridian:

Welcome to the Florida Senate! I am honored to serve the people of the State of
Florida as the 84th Senate President in leading this accomplished and dedicated
class of state Senators.

Each Senator represents a constituency which encompasses its own unique and
diverse population, and it is that diversity which makes the Florida Senate a
vibrant and adept body.

While our state will certainly face some challenging issues over the next two
years, we remain deliberative and committed to doing what is right for all
Floridians. All forty members of the Florida Senate hold true to the principles
and traditions which have guided this body for over a century and will continue
the tradition of statesmanship and collegiality set by our predecessors.

I strongly encourage you to read this booklet, which explains the Florida
Legislature’s rich history and tradition. Please take a moment to find out how
you can become more involved in Florida government — your visit here today is
a good first step. Please remember that when you bring your ideas to
Tallahassee, this in turn allows us to better serve you.

Thank you for giving each of us the opportunity to serve.
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The Flor ida Senate

hen the first Senate was convened on January 7, 1839 — six years

before Florida became a state — no business could be transacted
because only seven of the sixteen Senators were present. There was no quorum
of Senators for three of the first four days, and it was not until the fifth day of the
first session that Territorial Governor Richard Keith Call addressed the Senate
and the House of Representatives in joint session.

Since the beginning days, the Senate has evolved into a highly organized,
smoothly functioning legislative body that meets annually to conduct the peo-
ple’s business. The year-round staff conducts vital research and prepares for the
legislative sessions.

“Once a Senator, always a Senator” is a catchy phrase of good fellowship
that conveys something of the philosophy of the Senate.

« The Florida Senate

The Florida Senate today has 40 members, each elected from a single-mem-
ber district and each representing approximately 400,000 Florida citizens. Each
Senator is elected for a four-year staggered term. He or she may be elected for
more than one term, but may not serve for more than eight consecutive years (see
Article VI, Section 4, State Constitution). The Constitution of the State of Florida
specifies that Senators must be at least 21 years of age, must be registered vot-
ers, must be residents of the district from which they are elected, and must have
resided in Florida for two years prior to their election.

While members of the other branches of government work full time in pub-
lic service, the Legislature maintains its identity as the “citizen” branch. Almost
all of the Senators are occupied in a business or profession when they are not car-
rying out their legislative duties.

The 2002-2004 Senate membership includes 30 men and 10 women. There
are 26 Republicans and 14 Democrats whose professions or occupations include
law, medicine, banking, business, agriculture, and industry. The average Senator
is about 51 years old, is married, and has children. Thirty-three of the Senators
have college degrees and 15 have held other public offices before they were
elected to the Senate. Thirty-three Senators served in the House of
Representatives prior to their election to the Senate. Others have served in local
governments. The Senate is presided over by a President elected by the mem-
bers of the Senate. Also elected is the President Pro Tempore. The President for
the 2002-2004 term is Senator James E. “Jim” King, Jr. from Jacksonville. The
President Pro Tempore is Senator Alex Diaz de la Portilla from Miami.

Additional information on these officers and the other members of the
Senate is contained on the following pages of this handbook. The hand-
book also further outlines and describes the Senate, its operations, and its
relationship to the House of Representatives and the other two branches of
Florida government.



s President of the Florida Senate s

The Senate President is a constitutional officer who leads the Florida Senate for a
two-year term. The President, who is elected by members of the Senate, manages the
operations of the Senate and presides over its sessions. The President’s many duties
include: selecting a Majority Leader, appointing Senators to standing Senate com-
mittees, appointing committee chairs, and appointing citizens to a variety of boards
and commissions.
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James E. “Jim” King, Jr.
Republican, District 8

Owner, Personnel Recruiting, Temporary Help, Employee Leasing, Consulting, and
Testing Firms born October 30, 1939 in Brooklyn, New York. Moved to Florida in 1945
education St. Petersburg Junior College, A.A., 1959; Florida State University, B.S.B.A.,
1961; M.B.A., 1962; Alpha Delta Sigma Advertising, Honorary President; Delta Sigma Pi
Business, Honorary President; FSU Chapter, American Marketing Association President
wife Linda Braddock of Orange Park children Monta Michele, Laurie Anne legislative
service elected to the Senate on March 9, 1999, reelected subsequently, Majority Leader,
2000-2002; House of Representatives: 1986-1999, Majority Leader, 1996-1998; House
Republican Policy Committee Chair, 1992-1994; Republican Legislature Leadership
Committee and Republican Leadership Team, 1986-1994; Minority Floor Whip, 1988-
1990; Duval Delegation Chair, 1992 military service U.S. Coast Guard, 1962-1968 reli-
gious affiliation Episcopal recreation scuba diving, boating, sport fishing, and gardening
addresses (district) Suite 108, 9485 Regency Square Boulevard, Jacksonville 32225-8145
(Tallahassee) 409, The Capitol 404 South Monroe Street, 32399-1100 telephones (dis-
trict) 904/727-3600 or 888/861-9761 (Tallahassee) 850/487-5229, 850/487-5030.

« The Florida Senate

s President Pro Tempore m—

The role of the President Pro Tempore is defined by the President and the Senate
Rules. Additionally, he or she may preside over sessions during the absence of
the President.

Alex Diaz de la Portilla
Republican, District 36

Political Consultant, Winning Strategies, Inc. born August 25, 1964 in Miami education
University of Miami legislative service elected to the Senate, January 25, 2000, reelected
subsequently; House of Representatives, 1994-2000 historical Grandfather, Angel Pio de la
Portilla, deceased, mentor and inspiration for social and political involvement; paternal
great-grandfather served in Cuban Senate, while two of his sons served simultaneously in
the Cuban House of Representatives; maternal great-grandfather served as Cuban Minister
of Justice (Attorney General); long family history of political and civic involvement in Cuba
and the United States, including brothers Renier, former Florida State Representative; and
Miguel, former Miami-Dade County Commissioner religious affiliation Roman Catholic
recreation reading, traveling, bicycling addresses (district) 1555 S.W. 8th Street, Miami
33144-4132 (Tallahassee) 404 Senate Office Building 404 South Monroe Street, 32399-
1100 telephones (district) 305/643-7200, 643-7201 (Tallahassee) 850/487-5109.
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s THREE BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT s

Florida’s Constitution, in the traditional American pattern of “separation of pow-
ers,” divides state government into three separate and independent branches.
This division of powers creates a system of “checks and balances” ensuring that
all three branches properly perform their constitutional duties in the administra-
tion of state affairs. Tallahassee is the seat of Florida’s state government.

The Historic Capitol

ﬁ The Florida Senate

s THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH s

The Florida Constitution vests the supreme power of the state in the Governor
and provides that he or she shall ensure that the laws are faithfully executed. It
provides for a Lieutenant Governor to be elected in a joint candidacy with the
Governor. The Lieutenant Governor works with the Governor and performs such
duties pertaining to the office of the Governor as assigned by the Governor, or as
otherwise provided by law. The Constitution also provides that the Governor
shall be assisted by an elected Cabinet consisting of an Attorney General, Chief
Financial Officer, and a Commissioner of Agriculture.

The Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and members of the Cabinet are elected to
four-year terms. They take office on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in
January following their election in November of non-presidential election years.
The Governor may succeed himself or herself in office unless he or she has
served more than six years in two consecutive terms. Cabinet members may not
seek re-election if by the end of their current term they will have served in that
office for eight consecutive years.

The Governor and the Cabinet: Attorney General Charlie Crist, Commissioner of Agriculture
Charles H. Bronson, Governor Jeb Bush, and Chief Financial Officer Tom Gallagher

&



messssssss THE JUDICIAL BRANCH s

The Judicial Branch interprets the law and applies the Constitution. Florida’s
court system consists of a series of circuit and county courts, district courts of
appeal, and the state Supreme Court.

County courts preside over criminal trials of misdemeanors and some civil cases.
They also have the power to issue warrants of arrest. There is one county court
located in each of Florida’s 67 counties. The number of judges in each county
court varies with the population and caseload of the county. County judges are
elected to four-year terms.

Circuit courts are located in each of Florida’s 20 judicial circuits. Some circuits con-
tain only one county, but most are multi-county. The circuit courts are at the top of
the trial system, and they also hear limited appeals from county courts. Circuit
judges are elected by the voters of the circuits to serve six-year terms.

The District Courts of Appeal are intermediate appellate courts that receive most
of the appeals from trial courts. There are five judicial districts in Florida, with
courts located in Tallahassee, Lakeland, Daytona Beach, West Palm Beach, and
Miami. Appointed by the Governor to serve in each district court, these judges
must be reconfirmed by the voters every six years.

The Supreme Court is at the top of Florida’s court system and is the final state court
of appeal. The Supreme Court determines the constitutionality of statutes, has the
authority to issue advisory opinions to the Governor, and has administrative
responsibilities over all lower courts. There are seven Supreme Court justices,
each appointed by the Governor and retained by a popular vote every six years.

« The Florida Senate

The Legislative Branch has exclusive law-making power and determines the
general policies by which the problems of society are to be met. It may delegate
limited rulemaking power to some executive agencies.

Composition and organization.
The Constitution of the State of
Florida requires that members of
the Legislature be elected at the
general election in November of
even-numbered years. Florida’s
Legislature is composed of two
houses, the Senate and the House
of Representatives. Each house is
the sole judge of the qualifications
and elections of its members and
has the power to choose its own
officers and establish its own rules of procedure. All legislative sessions are open
to the public, except when appointments or suspensions of public officials are
considered in executive session. Either house of the Legislature may initiate leg-
islation on any subject.

The State Constitution provides that the Legislature shall be apportioned into 30 to
40 senatorial districts, and 80 to 120 representative districts. The 1972 Legislature
established 40 Senate districts and 120 House districts. Senators serve four-year
terms and representatives serve two-year terms. While a legislator may be elected
for more than one term, he or she may not seek reelection if at the end of his or her
current term he or she has served for eight consecutive years.

Reapportionment and Redistricting.
During the 2002 Regular Session, the
Florida Legislature realigned districts
to account for Florida’s two new seats
in the United States Congress and for
uneven population growth during the
past decade among Florida Senate and
House of Representatives districts.




Legislative sessions. Two weeks after each general election, the Legislature
convenes for the exclusive purpose of organization and election of officers. No
legislation is considered during the organization session.

Regular sessions of the Legislature begin
on the first Tuesday after the first
Monday in March in odd-numbered years
and continue for 60 consecutive days,
which may be extended by a three-fifths
vote of each house. The Legislature may
change its convening date in even-num-
bered years, but generally the date
remains the same as in odd-numbered
years, except once every 10 years when
the Constitution requires the Legislature
to reapportion the state’s voting districts. Special sessions may be called by the
Governor, or may be convened by joint proclamation of the President of the
Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives. Special sessions may
not exceed 20 days, unless extended by a three-fifths vote of each house. Each
“call” for a special session outlines the business to be considered. The Senate
may resolve itself into executive session to consider appointment to or removal
from public office, even when the House of Representatives is not meeting.

Rules. During the organization session, each house adopts its rules of procedure
to be followed for the next two years. The rules provide for orderly proceedings
and determine how each house will conduct its business.

Committees. A committee functions to study, research, and plan solutions to “peo-
ple problems.” The Senate and House rules provide for certain standing committees,
special or select committees, and subcommittees. The presiding officers name the
chairs and members of all committees.

Bills are assigned to one or more committees for study. Committees may hold
public hearings where committee members hear sponsoring legislators and
others who are interested in the bill. The committee may vote to recommend the
bill favorably; favorably, with a committee substitute; unfavorably; or favorably
with amendments to be considered when the bill is debated on the floor by the
respective house.

When the Senate and House are unable to agree on the final content of a bill, it
goes to a conference committee. This committee, composed of members of both
houses, tries to resolve the differences between the Senate and House versions of
a bill.

ﬁ The Florida Senate

Other committees commonly used are
joint committees, which are composed
of members from each house, and
select committees, which are usually
appointed to make recommendations
on special or unique problems.

Lobbying. A lobbyist is anyone who
tries to influence legislation. Unless
exempt, all persons who seek to
influence legislation must register
with the Division of Legislative Information Services before they begin lobby-
ing. Every lobbyist must also state any direct business association or partnership
with any current member of the Legislature and make periodic reports on moneys
spent lobbying.

Journals and Calendars. The Secretary of the Senate and the Clerk of the
House each publish daily journals and calendars during the legislative session.
Each journal details the proceedings on the floor, committee reports, and related
actions of the previous day. The calendar is a schedule of business to be taken
up that day and the next two days, including committee meetings and bills to be
considered.

Forms of legislation. Legislative proposals may be in the form of bills, resolutions,
concurrent resolutions, joint resolutions, or memorials. A bill is a proposed law, and it
may be either a general bill or a local bill. A general bill would have a general impact
within the state; a local bill would affect only a particular county, city, or town named
in the bill. A majority vote is required to pass a bill unless otherwise provided in the
Constitution. Companion bills are often used as a timesaving device. These are iden-
tical bills introduced in both
houses, which allow simulta-
neous committee study in
each body. The appropriations
bill is one of the most impor-
tant bills considered by the
Legislature. This bill is the
state’s budget and it specifies
the amount of money avail-
able to various state agencies
during the next year. The
appropriations bill follows the
same course as other general
bills, but because it is difficult
to get both houses to agree on all items in the bill, a conference committee is usually
appointed to resolve the differences.
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mmmm GLOSSARY OF LEGISLATIVE TERMS

Act. Abill passed by the legislature.

Adjourn. To end a legislative session, a day’s session, or a committee meeting.
Adopt. To vote to accept.

Amendment. A proposal to change the original terms of a bill.

Bicameral. Consisting of two houses. All states have bicameral legislatures except
Nebraska, which has only one house (unicameral).

Bill. A draft of a proposed law.

Budget. A bill that states how much money will be spent on government
programs and services.

Calendar. List of bills awaiting action.
Chair. A legislator who presides over a committee meeting or a session.

Chamber. Also known as the “floor,” it is the room in which the Senate or the House
of Representatives meets.

Clerk of the House of Representatives. The person designated by the House of
Representatives to assist the members of the House in the detailed processes of enact-
ing laws and to record that history.

Committee. A group of Senators or Representatives appointed by the presiding offi-
cer to consider an issue or question and to submit a report on its
recommendations for action by the body that originated it.

Constitution. The written instrument, embodying the fundamental principles of the
state, that establishes power and duties of the government and guarantees
certain rights to the people.

Constituent. A citizen who resides in the district of a legislator.
Convene. To meet in formal legislative session.

Debate. To argue the merits of a bill, for and against.
Decorum. Appropriate behavior and conduct.

District. That area of the state represented by a legislator, determined on the basis of
population.

Gallery. The seating area for visitors located above the chambers (on the fifth floor
of the Capitol).

Governor. The highest ranking state official.

Journal. The official record of the proceedings of the Senate or the House of
Representatives.

Law. The final product of the legislative process. It is the end result of the
introduction of a bill, its passage by both houses, its approval by the Governor (or the
overriding of his veto by the legislature), and its recording by the Secretary of State.

ﬁ The Florida Senate

mmmmmm GLOSSARY OF LEGISLATIVE TERMS

Majority party. The political party having greater than a majority of seats in a house.
Minority party. The political party having fewer than a majority of seats in a house.

Motion. A proposal, usually oral, made to the presiding officer and relating to proce-
dure or action before a legislative body.

Oath of Office. An oath or vow taken by a public official prior to taking up his or her
official duties.

Order of Business. The defined routine of procedure in the legislative body each day.
It can be deviated from only by waiver of the rules.

Passage. Favorable action on a measure before the legislature.

President of the Senate. The presiding officer of the Senate. He or she is
designated as President by the majority party in caucus and then elected by the full
membership of the Senate for a term of two years.

President Pro Tempore of the Senate. Literally, president “for a time.” He or she
performs specified duties as prescribed by the Senate Rules or the Senate President.

Quorum. The number of members required for the conduct of business.
Repeal. The removal of a provision from the law.

Roll call. To determine a vote on a question by the taking of names in favor of and
opposed to.

Rules. Provisions for the procedure, organization, officers, and committees of each
house of the legislature.

Secretary of the Senate. The person elected by the Senate to assist Senate officers,
members, and staff in the detailed processes of enacting laws and to record that
history.

Sergeant at Arms. The person in each house who is responsible for the
security of the legislative house and the maintenance of that house’s property.

Session. The period during which the legislature meets.

Sine die. Refers to final adjournment of a legislative session. The term is
sometimes used to denote the ceremony involving the dropping of white
handkerchiefs which symbolizes the end of a regular session.

Speaker of the House of Representatives. The presiding officer of the House of
Representatives. He or she is designated as Speaker by the majority party in caucus
and then elected by the full membership of the House for a term of two years.

Veto. Return by the Governor to the legislature of a bill without his or her
signature; the veto message from the Governor usually explains why he or she thinks
the bill should not become a law.

Vote. A decision on a question, either affirmative or negative.
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s FLORIDA IN THE 108th CONGRESS mmmm—

Washington, D.C. is the seat of the nation’s government. The names and
addresses of Florida’s representatives in the legislative branch may be found on
a separate page in many Florida telephone directories.

Further information on each Member of Congress may be found at the official
websites for The United States Senate (www.senate.gov) and The United States
House of Representatives (www.house.gov).

United States Senate

The Senate is composed of 100 Members, two from each state, elected by the
people pursuant to the 17th Amendment to the United States Constitution. A Senator
must be at least 30 years of age, have been a citizen of the United States for nine
years, and, when elected, be a resident of the state from which the Senator is chosen.
The term of office is six years, and one-third of the total membership of the Senate
is elected every second year. The terms of both Senators from a particular state are
so arranged that they do not terminate at the same time. Of the two Senators from a
state serving at the same time, the one who was elected first (or if both were elected
at the same time, the one elected for a full term) is referred to as the “senior” Senator
from that state. The other is referred to as the “junior” Senator. Senators Bob Graham
and Bill Nelson represent Florida in Washington.

ﬁ The Florida Senate

United States House of Representatives

The House of Representatives is composed of 435 Members elected every two
years from among the 50 states, apportioned according to their total populations.
Today there is one representative for approximately every 646,952 residents, a
much larger figure than the 30,000 residents the Constitution of the United States
originally required for a Congressional district.

A Representative must be at least 25 years of age, have been a citizen of the
United States for seven years, and, when elected, be a resident of the state in
which the Representative is chosen.

In addition to the Representatives from each of the states, there is a Resident
Commissioner from the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico and Delegates from the
District of Columbia, American Samoa, Guam, and the Virgin Islands. The
Resident Commissioner and the Delegates have most of the prerogatives of
Representatives, with the important exception of the right to vote on matters
before the House.

Under the provisions of Section 2 of the 20th Amendment to the United States
Constitution, Congress must assemble at least once every year, at noon on the
third day of January, unless by law it appoints a different day. A Congress lasts
for two years, commencing in January of the year following the biennial election
of Members, and is divided into two sessions.

Unlike some other parliamentary bodies, both the Senate and the House of
Representatives have equal legislative functions and powers (except that only the
House of Representatives may initiate revenue bills), and the designation of one
as the “upper” House and the other as the “lower” House is not appropriate.

The United States Constitution authorizes each House to determine the rules of
its proceedings. Pursuant to that authority, the House of Representatives adopts
its rules on the opening day of each Congress. The Senate, which considers itself
a continuing body, operates under standing rules that it amends from time to
time.

The chief function of Congress is the making of laws. In addition, the Senate has
the function of advising and consenting to treaties and to certain nominations by
the President. In the matter of impeachments, the House of Representatives
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presents the charges — a function similar to that of a grand jury — and the Senate
sits as a court to try the impeachment. Following a presidential election, both
Houses meet in joint session on the sixth day of January, unless by law they
appoint a different day, to count the electoral votes.
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District Name Home Town

Jeff Miller

Allen Boyd

Corrine Brown

Ander Crenshaw
Ginny Brown-Waite ....
CIliff Stearns

John L. Mica ....

Ric Keller

Michael Bilirakis .... Tarpon Springs
C. W. Bill Young Indian Rocks Beach
Jim Davis

Adam H. Putnam
Katherine Harris
Porter J. Goss

Dave Weldon

Mark Foley

Kendrick B. Meek
Ileana Ros-Lehtinen ....
Robert Wexler

Peter Deutsch

Lincoln Diaz-Balart ....
E. Clay Shaw, Jr
Alcee L. Hastings
Tom Feeney

Mario Diaz-Balart
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e DID YOU KNOW . . . . e—

The current Senate Chamber, first used in 1978, is the fourth chamber used
since the first session of the Senate was called to order in 1839.

Florida has had six Constitutions since it became a state. The first Constitution
was drafted in Saint Joseph, now known as Port St. Joe. Presently Florida is
governed by the Constitution of 1968, as subsequently amended.

Florida’s first Legislative Council, which was supposed to meet in Pensacola
on June 10, 1822, did not meet until 44 days later due to hazardous and time-
consuming travel.

Tallahassee was named the state capital in 1824 by Florida’s first territorial
governor, William P. DuVal.

The total land area of Florida is 54,252 square miles. The total water area is
4,308 square miles.

In 1824, three log cabins were erected in Tallahassee to accommodate the
Legislative Council. This was Florida’s first Capitol.

In the 1890s, several efforts were made to move the state capital from
Tallahassee. Choices included Jacksonville, Ocala, and St. Augustine.

After the last attempt to move the capital, Florida’s fourth and present Capitol
was officially opened on March 31, 1978, by Governor Reubin Askew.

The word “Tallahassee” is of Creek derivation and is frequently translated as
“old town” or “old fields.” The name may have been taken from the Seminole
Indians who occupied the area.

Construction of Florida’s fourth and present Capitol required 3,700 tons of
structural steel and 2,800 tons of reinforcing steel.*

The present Capitol contains 25,000 cubic feet of concrete, the equivalent of
16 football fields, each one foot thick.*

Florida has been home to such famed writers as Ernest Hemingway, Marjorie
Kinnan Rawlings, and Tennessee Williams.

Photo of Seminole Woman Tommy Jumper “Squirrel” Courtesy of the Florida State Archives



In 1990, Senator Gwen Margolis of Miami became the first woman in
Florida’s history to be elected to serve as President of the Senate.

Toni Jennings was the first Senator in Florida to be elected President of the
Senate for two consecutive terms, presiding from 1996-2000. In 2003, she
was chosen by Governor Jeb Bush to become Florida’s first female Lieutenant
Governor following the resignation of Frank Brogan.

The first reusable spacecraft, the space shuttle Columbia, was launched on its
maiden voyage on April 12, 1981.

The State saltwater fish, the Atlantic sailfish, resembles a torpedo when
swimming, and can reach speeds of 60 mph.

Juan Ponce de Leon came ashore on the northeast coast of Florida sometime
between April 2 and April 8, 1513. He called the area la Florida, in honor of
Pascua florida (“feast of the flowers”), a popular celebration held in Spain
around Easter.

The 1868 Constitution provided the Seminole Tribe was entitled to a member
in the House and the Senate.

When Florida was granted statehood on March 3, 1845, its population was
59,721.

Snow fell in Dade County on January 20, 1977.

Dr. John Gorrie of Apalachicola patented the process of making ice artificial-
ly in 1851.

The Buckman Act of 1905 consolidated the state’s institutions of higher learn-
ing into three: the University of Florida at Gainesville, the Florida State
College for Women, and the Florida Agricultural and Mechanical College for
Negroes at Tallahassee.

Explorer I, the free world’s first earth satellite, was placed in orbit from Cape
Canaveral in 1958.

Making frozen concentrates of citrus juices became a major industry in 1950.

In 1937, Amelia Earhart took off from Miami for an around-the-world flight
and was never seen again.

The first commercial airline service between two U.S. cities was established
between St. Petersburg and Tampa in 1914.

Six student athletes from Florida universities have won the Heisman Trophy
between 1966 and 2000.

The unified government of Florida was established March 30, 1822, when
President Monroe signed into law the act which provided for a Governor and
a Legislative Council of 13 citizens. Florida was the 27th state to be admitted
to the United States (March 3, 1845).

Founded in 1973 by Rhea Chiles as Florida’s “embassy” in our nation’s cap-
ital, Florida House is owned by the people of the state of Florida. Florida is
the only state to have such a facility. It enjoys approximately 10,000 visitors
a year. Florida House serves as “home base” for tourists as well as the busi-
ness community. (www.flahouse.org)

In anticipation of statehood, 56 commissioners elected from Florida’s 20
counties gathered at Saint Joseph, now known as Port St. Joe, to draft a
constitution. The convention lasted from December 3, 1838, until January 11,
1839.

The capital is the city or town that is the seat of government in a state or
nation. The capitol is the building in which the state legislature meets.

Selected items were taken from The Florida Handbook, 1997-1998 by Allen Morris, published by The
Peninsular Publishing Company, Tallahassee, FL.

Photos Courtesy of the Florida State Archives
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e KIDS PAGE m—— e KIDS PAGE ——

This Internet site introduces younger
Floridians to the Florida Legislature.
Designed to be educational, it appeals to
children of all ages. This site is easily
accessed (interface is not browser specific)
and low-resolution graphics allow for ease
of use. Online Sunshine for Kids is always
under construction. Keep checking for
new features.

Hey Kids visit us on the web!

We have games, puzzles, fun facts, and more about our state.

www.flsenate.gov
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s LEGISLATIVE BUZZ WORDS s meesssssssssms CROSSWORD —

Search for these legislative terms in the letters below. They may appear in all Take the crossword puzzle challenge. See how many of these legislative terms
directions forward, backward, up, down, or diagonally in the puzzle. Find each you can figure out. Have fun.
word and draw a circle around it.

C A U C U S T P P N N
H S T A T U T E A A A
A K Y S C T W N G S Y .
M N E B H L X O E E 8 | |
B I A P B R K I S S E = =
E E L \W P o K T E S A .
R L L F A I L O M I T .
13 14
E A T N F T N M T o N mpu—
R D E Q U 0 R U M N T . .
18
G 1 R Q Y B N D K 1 N =II=
C O M M I T T E E S E ..
F U M A J o R I T Y M .
L R L L A C L L o R D
O N O E L E C T I (0] N Across Pown
2) Discussion on a bill 1)  Appropriate behavior
T S T S C S R o I B E 5) What a passed bill becomes after the 2) Explorer who named Florida
Governor approves it 3) Legislator who presides over
E (0] w Y T I R (0] N I M 6) Legislator who serves a 4-year term a committee
8) of Office 4) Number of branches of government
\Y% N J (0] U R N A L K A 9) Party’s symbol is an elephant 6) State nickname
11) Create legislation 7) Name of proposed law
ADJOURN FAIL NAY SESSION 13) Area represented by legislators 10) A state symbol
AMENDMENT JOURNAL PAGES STATUTE 17) To meet for regular session 12)  Highest ranking state official
CAUCUS LOBBY PASS TERM 18) End of session 14)  Set of guidelines for the legislature
CHAMBER MAJORITY QUORUM VETO 20) Consideration of a bill 15) Passes a resolution
COMMITTEE MINORITY ROLL CALL VOTE 22) A passed bill 16) State operating dollars
ELECTION MOTION SEAT YEA 23) Legislator who introduces a bill 19) To pass a bill
24) Party’s symbol is a donkey 21) Action taken on a bill (for passage)
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meeesssssms  CAPITOL SQUARES s e VIATCHING s—

Players: One to Four Match the following legislative terms at the top of the page with the definitions at
Each Player: Each player will need a different color pen, pencil, or crayon. the bottom.

Object: Complete more squares than the other player(s).

Rules: Each player takes a turn drawing one vertical or horizontal line between two A. Number of branches of government
domes. When a player ctomple?te.s.a square with all four sides d.rawn in the same B. Roll call
color, he/she will place his/her initial in the square. The player with the most com-
pleted squares at the end of the game wins. C. Quorum
Tip: You can block players from completing their square by drawing in on one side. D. Debate
E. “In God We Trust”
F. Sunshine State
é\ é\ é\ é\ é\ é\ é\ é\ é\ G Explorer who named Florida
H. Term
L. 40
J. Speaker of the House
K. Sine Die
L. Floor
M.

President of the Senate

Ponce de Leon

Place where legislators debate issues
State Nickname

An end-of-session ceremony
Presiding officer of the Senate
Attendance

Discussion of issues

Number of members required for the conduct of business
Three

Length of time a legislator serves
State Motto

Number of Senate districts

L B e T e B e T e T e B T e T e T e T e T e B |
—_ e e e e e e e e e e e

Presiding officer of the House

L D D D D D S
L D D D D D S
L D D D D D S
L D D D D D S
L D D D D D S
L D D D D D S
L D D D D D S
L D D o D D
L D D o D D
B B B B B B B B B B B B
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About This Handbook

This Florida Senate Handbook is published by the Secretary of the Senate. It is
distributed free of charge to Capitol visitors and other interested Floridians to
enhance their knowledge and understanding of Florida’s government, and
particularly, the Florida Senate.

This 2002-2004 Senate Handbook is dedicated to the Memory of
Senator Howard E. Futch of Indialantic, Senate District 26

Faye W. Blanton

Senator Futch was elected to the Senate in a special general election on Secretary of the Senate

August 21, 2001, was subsequently reelected,
and died in office on January 23, 2003. Visit the Florida Senate’s home page:
http://www.flsenate.gov
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