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District 17: John F. Laurent (R), Bartow**
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District 18: Charlie Bronson (R), Indian Harbour Beach*
Parts of Brevard and Osceola
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District 31: Debby P. Sanderson (R), Fort Lauderdale**
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District 32: Debbie Wasserman Schultz (D), Pembroke Pines***
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District 33: Walter G. “Skip” Campbell, Jr. (D),
Ft. Lauderdale**
Part of Broward

District 34: Alex Diaz de la Portilla (R), Miami*****
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District 37: J. Alex Villalobos (R), Miami**
Part of Dade

District 38: Ronald A. Silver (D), North Miami*
Part of Dade

District 39: Rudy Garcia (R), Hialeah**
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Monroe and part of Dade

#* Holdovers
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expiring November 2002

##x%% Klected Special General Election January 25, 2000, for a term
expiring November 2002
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CALL TO ORDER

The Senate was called to order by Faye W. Blanton, Secretary of the
Senate, at 10:00 a.m.

PRAYER

The following prayer was offered by the Rev. Frederick A. Buechner,
Rector, All Saints Episcopal Church, Thomasville, Georgia.

Most gracious God, the fountain of all wisdom, Whose statutes are
good and gracious and Whose Law is Truth; we humbly beseech Thee for
the State of Florida in general, and so in particular for its Senate here
assembled; that Thou wouldest be pleased to direct, sanctify, and pros-
per all their consultations to the advancement of Thy Glory, the good of
Thy Church, and the honor and welfare of Thy people and that they may
ordain for our governance only such things as please Thee.

We ask thy blessing upon this Senate body, her members and officers
to be sworn in today. Grant that all things may be so ordered and settled
by their endeavours, upon the best and surest foundations: that peace
and happiness, truth and justice, religion and piety, may be established
among us for all generations.

These and all other necessities, for them and for us, we humbly beg
in Thy Name.

Amen.

Adapted from the Book of Common Prayer, 1928

PLEDGE

Senator Sebesta led the Senate in the pledge of allegiance to the flag
of the United States of America.

CERTIFICATE RECEIVED

The Secretary announced that The Honorable Katherine Harris, Sec-
retary of State, had certified to the election of 21 Senators as follows:

STATE OF FLORIDA
OFFICE OF SECRETARY OF STATE

I, Katherine Harris, Secretary of State of the State of Florida, do
hereby certify that the following Members of the State Senate were
elected at the General Election held on the Seventh day of November,
A.D., 2000, as shown by the election returns on file in this office:

SENATE DISTRICT NUMBER

1 Durell Peaden, Crestview

3 Alfred “Al” Lawson, Tallahassee

5 Rod Smith, Alachua

7 Charlie Clary, Destin

9 Lee Constantine, Altamonte Springs
11 Anna Cowin, Leesburg
13 Victor Crist, Tampa
15 Bill Posey, Rockledge
17 John Laurent, Bartow
19 Jack Latvala, Palm Harbor
21 Lesley “Les” Miller, Tampa
23 Tom Lee, Brandon
25 Burt Saunders, Naples
27 Ken Pruitt, Port St. Lucie
29 Steven A. Geller, Hallandale Beach
31 Debby P. Sanderson, Ft. Lauderdale
32 Debbie Wasserman Schultz, Weston
33 Walter “Skip” Campbell, Jr.,

Ft. Lauderdale

35 Tom Rossin, Royal Palm Beach
37 dJ. Alex Villalobos, Miami
39 Rodolfo “Rudy” Garcia, Jr., Hialeah

GIVEN under my hand and the Great
Seal of the State of Florida at Tallahas-
see, the Capitol, this 16th day of Novem-
ber, A.D., 2000.

Katherine Harris

SECRETARY OF STATE

OATH OF OFFICE ADMINISTERED

The oath of office was administered by The Honorable Major B. Har-
ding, Justice, Florida Supreme Court, to the recently-elected Senators.

ROLL CALL

The roll of the Senate, as then constituted by the 21 newly elected
members and 19 holdover members, was called by the Secretary in
alphabetical order and the following members of the Senate were rec-
orded present:
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Bronson Diaz de la Portilla Laurent Rossin
Brown-Waite Dyer Lawson Sanderson

Burt Garcia Lee Saunders

Campbell Geller McKay Sebesta

Carlton Holzendorf Meek Silver

Clary Horne Miller Smith

Constantine Jones Mitchell Sullivan

Cowin King Peaden Villalobos

Crist Klein Posey Wasserman Schultz
Dawson Latvala Pruitt Webster

INTRODUCTION OF FORMER PRESIDENTS

The Secretary announced that the Senate was honored by the pres-
ence of former Presidents Mallory Horne, Philip Lewis, John Vogt, Com-
missioner of Agriculture Bob Crawford, and James Scott and his wife,
Janice.

INTRODUCTION OF SPECIAL GUESTS

The Secretary introduced the following special guests: Governor Jeb
Bush; Lieutenant Governor Frank Brogan; Attorney General Robert A.
Butterworth; Commissioner of Education Tom Gallagher, Insurance
Commissioner-elect; Secretary of State Katherine Harris; Comptroller
Robert F. Milligan; and Insurance Commissioner Bill Nelson, U.S. Sena-
tor-elect.

The Secretary also introduced former Senators Charlie Crist, Com-
missioner of Education-elect; Congressman Mark Foley; John Grant;
George Kirkpatrick; Van Poole and Javier Souto.

ORGANIZATION

The Senate proceeded to the organization of the body.
NOMINATIONS FOR PRESIDENT

The Secretary announced that nominations would be received for
President of the Senate, pursuant to Article III, Section 2 of the Consti-
tution, for a term of two years.

The Secretary recognized Senator King who placed in nomination the
name of Senator John McKay of the 26th Senatorial District.

Senator King: Fellow Senators, honored guests, visitors and all the
people across this great country watching all or part of this today, I am
honored to place Senator John McKay’s name in nomination for Presi-
dent of Florida’s Senate.

Like all of you, I'm dismayed with our state’s negative portrayal na-
tionally. We finished October as one of the most aggressive and progres-
sive states in the history of these United States, and we are leaving
November as the target of jokesters and political pundits everywhere.

Though we are all, Democrat and Republican alike, castigated and
vilified by all of this national attention, we must not forget what Florida
truly has been and, in fact, still is. Under the leadership of John McKay,
the Florida Senate (and for that matter our state as a whole), will
continue to be a compelling laboratory of democracy—a democracy that
works.

In four centuries, the flags of five different nations have flown over the
Land of Flowers. Today, our Florida, the nation’s fourth largest state, is
home to a dynamic and diverse population that reflects the very best
ambitions of America.

eWe are the favorite tourist destination of the world.
eWe are the commercial and cultural gateway to the hemisphere.

eWe are the threshold of mankind’s journey to space, the stars and
distant galaxies.

eWe are both the past and the future of all that is best in America. We
are a state blessed with great wealth, and we acknowledge the fact that
wealth requires a corresponding sense of great compassion.

eWe are the inheritors of the great American entrepreneurial spirit
and we know that the energy and creativity of the entrepreneurs, the
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builders if you will, must be nurtured and encouraged in order to main-
tain and ensure our healthy prosperity.

There is no question that the next few years will be times of great
challenge. But, with great challenge there is always tremendous oppor-
tunity. The people of this state, indeed this nation, have shown us how
little they care about the partisanship of political parties. By their votes
they have yelled, loud and clear, that they want us all—rich, poor, black,
white, urban, agricultural—to pull together for them!

The man whose name I place in nomination today is superbly suited
to embrace the challenge of the conflicts some say will confront us, and
lead us all in rising above those conflicts to the greater good. His tenure
as President of the Florida Senate will enhance the character and repu-
tation of the political process in our great state.

John McKay knows well that this august body is the steward of this
state’s future and of its prosperity. He acknowledges the fact that as
Senators—truly representatives of the people—our responsibilities ex-
tend far beyond the political rhetoric of the moment. John knows that
in Florida, conflict and the intrigues of history have always led, inevita-
bly, to a greater and a stronger resolution.

He knows that within our prosperity there are those in need of help;
in need of hope! He knows that there are those in quest of simple shelter.
There are those who are old, sick and weak, who must be cared for as
we would want to be cared for ourselves. There are young children in
desperate need of the compassionate arms a loving home provides, and
there are deserving youths who have limiting abilities, but who desire,
like all of us, to lead productive and fulfilling lives. There are also the
troubled young citizens who need strong, but loving, disciplined direc-
tion.

As a successful small business man, John understands that there are
Florida citizens willing to ensure the continuation of our prosperity if we
but give them the economic encouragement and the freedom to pursue
their dreams. One need only look at Senator McKay’s previously-passed
legislation to understand that he has a strong feeling and commitment
about all these challenges.

Indeed he has formulated his agenda, once elected, to address each
and every one!

Thomas Jefferson, in a caution to government, stated that “...no
more good must be attempted than the public can bear.”

Today, Floridians are expecting us to do more “good” than ever before.
Florida is a magnificent state, blessed with far more good than we can
consume and strong enough to bear the greatest responsibility for the
care of our own people.

Can we rise to the occasion? Of course. Will we? That truly depends
on all of us; but to get there, we need great leadership, and it is my honor
and privilege to nominate John McKay as the person who is best able to
lead this body in the new century in quest of a return to Florida’s
greatness.

The Secretary recognized Senator Silver who seconded the nomination
of Senator McKay.

Senator Silver: I am particularly pleased and privileged to second
the nomination of John McKay for President of the Florida Senate.

I was thinking about where I've been in the past. I have been privi-
leged that the people of my district have been good enough to send me
up here where I have served under seven presiding officers in the Florida
House of Representatives and now this will be the fifth presiding officer
in the Florida Senate. I really believe that all of them have something
in common. They emphasize a particular issue that they want to accom-
plish. They care about every issue, obviously, but there is emphasis on
a particular issue.

I think Senator McKay has it right when he has concerns about
human services. Why does he have concerns about human services?
Because simply, he cares about people. He cares about people who can-
not help themselves, people who want the opportunity to succeed, the
opportunity to have a fruitful life. And he cares deeply about those
people. He will, and it has already been demonstrated by his sponsorship
of certain bills, go forward and carry that passion that we need and
direct us in the way to accomplish those objectives.



November 21, 2000

He has already sponsored bills that created the Commission on the
Homeless, a study on children with developmental delays, a task force
on victims of self-inflicted crimes, and a task force on the availability and
affordability of long-term care. That is all evidence of the type of person
that is going to lead us in the proper direction for the next two years.

He also is deeply concerned about another issue, foster care. How we
deal with our children who don’t have particularly anybody, that in some
instances don’t want them, don’t love them, or don’t care about them.
But we are going to change that all around because we are going to have
the appropriate direction to do so. We are going to have a leader who is
going to emphasize that particular issue and move us forward. I am
looking forward to working with Senator McKay.

I stand up here as a Democrat nominating a Republican to be Presi-
dent of the Senate. I hope that serves, as Senator King has just men-
tioned, as an indication of how this body is going to proceed for the next
two years. We are going to proceed in a bipartisan way, regardless of
what is going on out there in the streets or what’s happening nationally.
This body has always, under the leadership of great presidents that I've
served under—Senator Crenshaw, Senator Thomas, Senator Scott and
Senator Jennings—come together and has done the work of the people
of the State of Florida.

I want to tell you, if you think there is controversy now, this will be
my third reapportionment session that I've gone through. That truly is
a nonpartisan situation where people really rise to the occasion. So we
will be able to see what happens in that regard. We have made it through
all those. We have survived. And I can tell you, we can survive whatever
is going on now. We will, in this body, under the leadership of Senator
McKay.

Now there is one issue that I am going to differ with Senator McKay
on. This is more important, quite frankly, than what is going on over
there, or out there. That is the Bowl Championship Series Poll. Now we
all know how that is figured out. Some computer is out there doing these
figures and going forward. Well, I want you to know that I am insisting
upon and I hope Senator McKay will join with me in asking for a manual
recount of those particular figures.

On behalf of the University of Miami, I am pleased and privileged to
second the nomination of Senator John McKay as President of the Flor-
ida Senate.

The Secretary recognized Senator Sullivan who further seconded the
nomination of Senator McKay.

Senator Sullivan: I rise to second the nomination of Senator
McKay to be the next President of the Florida Senate.

Senator McKay brings to this office a family tradition of community
service, a distinguished record of political involvement and an extraordi-
nary legislative record of accomplishment. He has the qualities of leader-
ship and he has the experience to lead us for the next two years as we
work for the benefit of all Floridians.

The McKay family tradition of community leadership and service is
woven into the history of the State of Florida and the city of Tampa.

The tradition begins in the early 1800s with the arrival in Tampa of
a Scotsman, a sea captain, James McKay. With his shipping line, he
established the first regular contacts with the “outside world” for the
new city of Tampa.

In 1848, after a devastating hurricane, he brought lumber from Mobile
aboard his steamship and rebuilt a permanent house in Tampa. He
opened the cattle trade with Cuba. Later, he was elected Mayor in 1858
and was responsible for building the courthouse. During the Civil War,
he was a blockade-runner and, serving as Tampa’s commissary officer,
he organized the “Cowboy Cavalry” to protect and move cattle to the
Southern troops.

In the aftermath of the Civil War, the state economy was in shambles
and the McKay family had been devastated financially and their enter-
prises ruined. Captain McKay’s son, and John’s great uncle, Donald, or
DB as he was known, began work at the age of 14 as a reporter for the
local newspaper, the Tampa Times. Eventually he served as editor, and
later owner of the local paper. He was elected Mayor in 1910, and over
the next 30 years, he served 16 years. During Mayor DB McKay’s life-
time, he received numerous degrees and awards, founded the Tampa
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Historical Society and introduced the first radio station in the Tampa
Bay area.

The prestigious DB McKay award, and part of Tampa Bay called
McKay Bay, remain today as monuments to his memory.

Senator McKay’s great uncle, James McKay, was a member of the
Florida Senate from 1881 through 1893. Senator McKay’s grandfather
served as Clerk of the Criminal Court and Deputy Clerk of the Circuit
Court in Tampa.

In 1993, John eulogized his father on the floor of the Senate, describ-
ing a lifetime of service to his community.

At an early age, it was apparent that John was a thoughtful man. He
was a sharp dresser—an early protagonist of the parallel theory of dress
and tooth arrangement.

John M. McKay was raised in Winter Haven. Some have claimed that
he had an early desire to attract attention.

He was President of the Polk Junior College Student Government, and
in a fit of bipartisanship, represented then-State Senator Lawton Chiles
on the campus when the latter was running for reelection. As a student
in college, John served as the intern for the House Education Commit-
tee. College student John McKay was a Young Republican activist at the
Republican convention in 1968 supporting Rockefeller against Nixon as
part of the “New Majority,” working for a “change.” Bad choice, John.

Early on, John took a personal stand for personal freedom for cowboy
hats and against bicycle helmets and motorcycle helmets. But he always
supported law and order.

John’s interest in sports and football go back to his early years. An
early interest in bass fishing consolidated his support for conservation
issues culminating in his support for preservation of the Kirkpatrick
Dam.

Growing up in Winter Haven, he developed a love for the outdoors.
This has shaped his strong position on the right to bear arms. An early
picture shows him demonstrating his support for that position.

My personal connections with John began in 1990. I met then-
candidate John McKay at the foot of Air Force One while greeting Presi-
dent George Bush during one of the President’s campaign stops.

We were candidates in 1990 and, while I was unsuccessful, John went
on to win by a comfortable margin. Two years later, I was elected and
we found ourselves together again, our aging fathers sitting proudly
with us on the floor for the organizational session. Unknown to me at the
time, my brother, who is an orthopedic surgeon, was taking care of
John’s father’s orthopedic problems. Both of our fathers died shortly
after that session. We were both pleased that they had met and enjoyed
the sight of their sons serving in the legislature.

John has a wonderful family. His mother Ann, his wife Michelle, and
three beautiful daughters provide him with the love and support that he
will need in the next two years.

For the last eight years, I have served with John. I look forward to
doing that for another two years. I can think of no other person whom
I would rather have as President of the Florida Senate. Those of us who
have been here for some time have seen the President of the Senate ask
John to take on a laundry list of tough issues, including health care,
foster care, prepaid health care, vouchers and tort reform.

When I was chairman of Appropriations, I worked with him as he
represented his district—and to my great distraction, he did that tire-
lessly. He is a dedicated legislator who knows the system and who will
make the system work.

We all like dealing with people who are focused, but open to honest
discussion. John is like that. I like the opportunity to disagree with
people who are interested and open, people who freely express their
views and who respect yours—for then both of us learn and grow. John
is like that.

Many of you are new to the Senate. John is a team captain, and he
wants and expects everyone on the team to contribute. All of us will be
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invited to play a part for the next two years. His will be an inclusive
Presidency.

John has the courage to grow in his opinions. He has the wisdom to
know what he does not know, and the candor to admit it. He has the
courage to stand up to his enemies and, when necessary, to stand up to
his friends. He is a man of dedication, not mortgaged to any individual
or group, uncompromised by the desire for attention or by the need to
receive credit. He is devoted to serving the public good.

John McKay has a family history of contributing. He has a personal
record of involvement. He has the strength of his convictions and direc-
tion. I am pleased to second the nomination of John McKay as President
of the Florida State Senate for the next two years.

On motion by Senator Sullivan, nominations for President were
closed.

ELECTION OF PRESIDENT

The roll was called on the election of the President and each Senator
voted in the affirmative by saying “John McKay.”

The vote was:

Yeas—39

Bronson Diaz de la Portilla Laurent Sanderson
Brown-Waite Dyer Lawson Saunders
Burt Garcia Lee Sebesta
Campbell Geller Meek Silver
Carlton Holzendorf Miller Smith
Clary Horne Mitchell Sullivan
Constantine Jones Peaden Villalobos
Cowin King Posey Wasserman Schultz
Crist Klein Pruitt Webster
Dawson Latvala Rossin

Nays—None

OATH OF OFFICE ADMINISTERED

On motion by Senator Clary that a committee be appointed to escort
Senator McKay to the bar of the Senate and to the rostrum, the Secre-
tary appointed Senators Clary, Jones, Klein and Saunders. Senator
McKay was escorted to the bar of the Senate where the oath of office was
administered to him by The Honorable Major B. Harding, Justice, Flor-
ida Supreme Court, and then to the rostrum where he was seated.

On motion by Senator Horne that a committee be appointed to escort
Mrs. McKay to the rostrum of the Senate, the Secretary appointed Sena-
tors Campbell, Carlton, Lee and Peaden. Mrs. McKay was received by
the President, presented to the Senate and seated.

The Secretary presented the gavel to President McKay.

PRESIDENT MCKAY PRESIDING
INTRODUCTION OF PRESIDENT’S FAMILY AND GUESTS

The President introduced his family, who were seated in the cham-
ber: his wife Michelle Dodson McKay; his daughter and son-in-law
Tricia and Scott May and granddaughter Healey Jane May; his daugh-
ters Sara Jane and Meredith McKay; his mother Mrs. John W. McKay;
his wife’s parents Joe and Beverly Whitley; his sister-in-law Lynn Dod-
son; his wife’s aunt and uncle, former House Speaker Don Tucker and
his wife Joan. The President also introduced family friends Frank
Rosenblum and Stan Stephens; Chairman of the Republican Party of
Florida, Al Cardenas; and other friends and staff who were present in
the chamber.

NOMINATIONS FOR PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The President announced that nominations would now be received for
President Pro Tempore for a term of two years and recognized Senator
Latvala who placed in nomination the name of Senator Ginny Brown-
Waite of the 10th Senatorial District.
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Senator Latvala: It is a great honor to place in nomination for the
office of Senate President Pro Tempore the name of my friend, Senator
Ginny Brown-Waite of Hernando County.

I think Senator Brown-Waite could well be characterized as the con-
science of the Florida Senate. Time after time she has demonstrated
characteristics to which we all aspire, but don’t always achieve—integ-
rity, courage, hard work on behalf of her constituents and on issues to
which she is assigned and complete independence.

I've been on the same side and on opposite sides of Senator Brown-
Waite. No one stands taller or fights harder for what he or she believes
than the Senator.

We are accused of making decisions for many different reasons, be-
cause of how special interests want us to vote, because of how editorial
boards want us to vote or because of rigid philosophical predispositions.
Ginny Brown-Waite makes decisions on one basis—what is right.

I think it is right for the Florida Senate to have Ginny Brown-Waite
to be our President Pro Tempore.

The President recognized Senator Laurent who seconded the nomina-
tion of Senator Brown-Waite.

Senator Laurent: It is my honor and it is with great pleasure that
I rise to second the nomination of Senator Ginny Brown-Waite as Presi-
dent Pro Tempore of the Florida Senate.

I have worked with Senator Brown-Waite as an individual Senator
and as Chairman of the Polk County delegation, of which Senator
Brown-Waite is a member. I have worked with Senator Brown-Waite
and I have worked against Senator Brown-Waite on issues. It is with
personal knowledge and experience that I can state that Senator Brown-
Waite has shown that she has the integrity, the strength and toughness,
the courage to be part of the leadership team to help lead this Senate into
the next century. So it is with great pleasure that I second the nomina-
tion of Senator Brown-Waite as Senate President Pro Tempore.

The President recognized Senator Carlton who further seconded the
nomination of Senator Brown-Waite.

Senator Carlton: Mr. President, fellow Senators and guests in the
chamber and gallery, I consider it a very special honor to second the
nomination of Senator Ginny Brown-Waite as President Pro Tempore of
the Florida Senate. What can I say about the tough lady in the Senate?
She has a reputation for taking on the hard and controversial issues, of
giving it her all and refusing to back down. She has earned the respect
of her peers for her tenacity.

You know from a woman’s perspective, Senator Brown-Waite, the only
real drawback in the world of government is that you have to deal with
men. Ginny is known for her diplomacy. A diplomat is a person who can
tell you to get lost in such a way that you actually look forward to the
trip. She is a woman of integrity steeped in wisdom who has fought for
consumer rights and women and children’s issues. She is involved and
determined and, as we all know, this job entails long hours, frustration
and an infinite amount of patience.

That is why her roles as a wife, mother and even a grandmother make
her uniquely qualified to serve in this position. She often tells us that
her children got so old so fast because she was born pregnant. I'm not
sure if that is true, but in the past few years I have grown to understand
that statement. She has earned the reputation as someone who cares
about children, and has helped craft public policy to protect children and
women.

Ginny secured the first legislative appropriation for a spouse abuse
shelter in her area. It was a result of her vote on the tobacco third-party
liability lawsuit that Florida is receiving millions of dollars each year for
health care, especially for children. That money funds the Kidcare
Health Insurance Program, which she sponsored while she was the
Health Committee Chairman. Children statewide are healthier today as
a result of that program.

In addition to the two daughters she gave birth to, Ginny also adopted
an older special needs child. That experience gave her a valuable insight
into the foster care and adoption problems facing our state. Realizing the
problems, she took on the system and she demanded changes in child
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protective services and the privatized foster care program statewide to
allow the community social service groups, not H.R.S. and Children and
Families, to perform this important function.

Ginny has the ability to work with all parties and think about compro-
mise and progress by using a nonpartisan approach to the issues. She
knows that the aim of an argument or discussion should not be victory,
but progress. I've worked with Ginny on a number of issues and have
come to realize that one woman with courage makes a majority and her
strong beliefs and desire to do the right thing will guide us through the
next two years.

On motion by Senator Carlton, nominations for President Pro Tem-
pore were closed.

ELECTION OF PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The roll was called on the election of the President Pro Tempore and
each Senator voted in the affirmative by saying “Ginny Brown-Waite.”

The vote was:

Yeas—39

Mr. President Diaz de la Portilla Laurent Sanderson
Bronson Dyer Lawson Saunders
Burt Garcia Lee Sebesta
Campbell Geller Meek Silver
Carlton Holzendorf Miller Smith
Clary Horne Mitchell Sullivan
Constantine Jones Peaden Villalobos
Cowin King Posey Wasserman Schultz
Crist Klein Pruitt Webster
Dawson Latvala Rossin

Nays—None

OATH OF OFFICE ADMINISTERED

On motion by Senator Geller that a committee be appointed to escort
Senator Brown-Waite to the bar of the Senate and to the rostrum, the
President appointed Senators Constantine, Holzendorf, Sanderson and
Smith. Senator Brown-Waite was escorted to the bar of the Senate
where the oath of office was administered to her by The Honorable Major
B. Harding, Justice, Florida Supreme Court, and then to the rostrum
where she was received by the President and seated.

On motion by Senator Burt that a committee be appointed to escort
Mr. Waite to the rostrum of the Senate, the President appointed Sena-
tors Crist, Dawson, Garcia and Wasserman Schultz. Mr. Waite was
received by the President, presented to the Senate and seated.

INTRODUCTION BY THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE
The President Pro Tempore introduced her husband, Harvey Waite.
ADDRESS BY THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The President presented the President Pro Tempore who addressed
the Senate as follows:

Senator Brown-Waite: First of all, I want to thank you for your
vote of confidence. I look forward to working with each and every one of
you. We have some new members, so we promise not to harass you too
much. Despite the rumors, I'm not all that tough.

I remember once I said to my husband, “Harvey, how come people say
that I'm tough?” He looked at me and he said “Because you are.” I guess
that’s just a burden that I'll have to carry. I promise to be tough but very,
very fair and also very bipartisan as many of you know.

I look forward to working with our President, John McKay, and with
each and every one of you. I would be very remiss if I didn’t also thank
my family. I have two daughters out-of-state. The daughter who’s in-
state had to work last night. She wanted to drive up early this morning.
I told her, “Absolutely not.” She’s a nurse who works twelve hours and
I told her, “No.” We are going to all be together for Thanksgiving.

My husband, Harvey, is often referred to as “Saint Harvey.” Now I
don’t know if it’s any reflection on the fact that I have to be away so much
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or the fact that he has to have me for a wife. I don’t know but I would
be very remiss if I didn’t thank my husband for so much of his sacrifice
and so much of his always being there and always being extremely
supportive. I'm very fortunate to have a wonderful family.

I look forward to the next two years working with you all. Thank you.
CERTIFICATE RECEIVED

By direction of the President, the Secretary read a certificate from the
Minority (Democratic) Party certifying the name of Senator Tom Rossin
as Minority Leader, Senator Daryl L. Jones as Minority Leader Pro
Tempore and Senators Richard Mitchell and Kendrick Meek as Minority
Whips for the 2000-2002 term.

President McKay: Congratulations, Senator Rossin, I'm pleased to
call you my friend. I'm looking forward to working closely with you over
the next two years. Would you honor us by making a few comments to
the body?

Senator Rossin: Thank you, Mr. President. It’s my pleasure. First,
if I could have a word with my colleagues in the Democratic Caucus who
honored me earlier this morning by electing me as the Democratic
Leader of the Florida Senate. Thank you. I am honored and I'm humbled.
I'll do my very best to live up to the confidence that you have placed in
me. I'll work every day to fulfill that promise. Mr. President, in the spirit
of friendship and respect—with all the Democrats—I congratulate you
on your election to the Florida Senate Presidency.

Mr. President and members of the majority, you have our assurance
that in the finest tradition in the Florida Senate and on behalf of the
people of Florida who have sent us here to do their business, we Demo-
crats will work with you in a bipartisan and collegial fashion to make our
state a better place and build a more secure future for our children. You
can also be assured, Mr. President, that we will conduct ourselves in a
manner befitting this awesome institution. I look forward to working
with you and with every member of the Senate. Thank you very much.

President McKay: Thank you, Senator Rossin, I'm confident we
will work well together as we have in the past.

ELECTION OF SECRETARY

The President recognized Senator Bronson, who placed in nomination
the name of Faye Blanton as Secretary of the Senate.

Senator Bronson: Thank you, Mr. President. It is my great honor
and pleasure to rise and nominate Secretary Faye Blanton to return as
our Secretary of the Florida Senate. Faye has been our Secretary for the
last four years. She served as Assistant Secretary for 14 years and began
her career with the Senate during the organization session in 1970,
which means she will have served the Florida Senate for 30 years as of
today. I think we ought to congratulate her on those years of service.
Faye knows the legislature, the process that we go through, and she’s
proud to be a part of the Senate institution that she has so proudly
served for 30 years.

Two years ago, Faye served dual roles as the Secretary of the Senate
and the Secretary of the 1997-1998 Constitution Revision Commission.
She and her staff supported both the Senate and the Revision Commis-
sion at the same time for more than a year, and what a job that had to
be.

Faye currently serves on the Executive Committee of the American
Society of Legislative Clerks and Secretaries, the national organization
of her peers from all over the United States. We are proud of Faye’s
accomplishments and all of the improvements she has made in the way
that we do business in the Florida Senate. She and her staff serve the
entire Senate loyally and well. It is an honor to nominate Faye Wester
Blanton to serve as Secretary of the Florida Senate for the 2000-2002
term.

The President recognized Senator Jones who seconded the nomination
of Faye Blanton as Secretary of the Senate.

Senator Jones: As Senator Bronson just said, Faye and her staff
have worked tirelessly and loyally for the entire state Senate. She has
represented this position with the dignity and class that this position
should be afforded. She has demonstrated continuously her expert
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knowledge and managerial ability in running the Office of Secretary of
the Senate. One of the finest things about Faye is that she treats each
and every one of us, every Senator, with the same level of responsiveness
and respect.

Mr. President, I would also like to introduce members of Faye’s family
who are here with us today. Seated in the east gallery are her husband
Ed, her daughter Laurel McDaniel, her son Wade McDaniel and guest
Amy White, and her son Doug McDaniel.

Therefore, Mr. President, it is my honor and pleasure to second the
nomination of Faye Wester Blanton as the Secretary of the Senate for
the 2000-2002 term.

On motion by Senator Jones, the nominations for Secretary of the
Senate were closed.

By unanimous consent of the membership, Faye W. Blanton was
elected Secretary of the Senate for the 2000-2002 term.

OATH OF OFFICE ADMINISTERED

On motion by Senator Mitchell that a committee be appointed to escort
Secretary Blanton to the bar of the Senate, the President appointed
Senators Bronson, Meek, Mitchell and Pruitt. Secretary Blanton was
escorted to the bar of the Senate where the oath of office was adminis-
tered to her by The Honorable Major B. Harding, Justice, Florida Su-
preme Court.

COMMITTEES APPOINTED

On motion by Senator Webster that a committee be appointed to notify
the House of Representatives that the Senate was convened for the
purpose of organization, the President appointed Senators Miller, Posey,
Villalobos and Webster. The committee was excused.

On motion by Senator Diaz de la Portilla that a committee be ap-
pointed to notify the Governor that the Senate was convened for the
purpose of organization, the President appointed Senators Diaz de la
Portilla, Dyer, Horne and Lawson. The committee was excused.

COMMITTEES DISCHARGED

The committee appointed to notify the House of Representatives ap-
peared at the bar of the Senate and reported to the President that its
duty had been performed. The committee was thanked for its service and
discharged.

The committee appointed to notify the Governor appeared at the bar
of the Senate and reported to the President that its duty had been
performed. The committee was thanked for its service and discharged.

COMMITTEE RECEIVED

A committee from the House of Representatives composed of Repre-
sentatives Diaz-Balart, Diaz de la Portilla, Pickens, Romeo, Mayfield,
Ryan and Goodlette was received and informed the Senate that the
House of Representatives was convened for the purpose of organization.
The committee then withdrew from the chamber.

ADDRESS BY PRESIDENT JOHN MCKAY

Congratulations to the newly elected members. Welcome to the Flor-
ida Senate—an institution steeped in tradition and instilled with the
greatest sense of responsibility to those it serves.

Allow me to express my heartfelt appreciation for the tremendous
honor you have bestowed on me as your Senate President. I am humbled
by your respect and trust. It is indeed a very personal honor as the state
means a great deal to my family and me. We have been in Florida since
the mid-1800s, and have always sought to serve our community. Since
my work as an aide in the Senate in 1969, I aspired to the office of
Florida State Senator. It is the only political office that has captured and
held my imagination. To have the opportunity to serve as your President
during my last two years of elective office is both humbling and gratify-
ing. I take very seriously this charge, and the confidence you have placed
in my ability to lead this body.
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We have seen fundamental change in Florida’s government during the
last six years, under the leadership of Presidents Scott and Jennings.
Florida has become the yardstick by which other states measure them-
selves. We recognized that Florida must improve its education system,
and to achieve that goal, enacted education competition. We directed
money toward school construction and have worked to achieve reduc-
tions in class size. We have ended social promotion in our schools and
continue to seek innovative ways for our children to learn. Since 1995
the crime rate is down—we are keeping prisoners in jail and dealing
realistically with juvenile crime. We have worked to enhance Florida’s
economic climate in order to insure meaningful jobs are available now
and in the future. We have embarked upon bold initiatives that are not
only changing the foster care system in Florida, but are demonstrating
to the nation what can be accomplished when common sense is combined
with compassion.

Over the next two years, we will continue to work diligently to improve
our gains in these areas. Yet much remains to be done because there are
still many being left behind. My goals for this body have little to do with
partisanship—and everything to do with our future.

First—I believe simplification and modernization of our tax system is
crucial to our continued prosperity. Consumers should not have to be a
tax attorney or an accountant to understand what is taxable. Our tax
code should not entrap taxpayers with large audit assessments and
penalties because of its complexities. Further, our tax structure should
not create economic disadvantages for Florida-based businesses as they
compete in the 21st century. Just as we combined seven taxes and fees
into one telecommunications tax last year, we must now embark on a
similar—revenue-neutral—journey to bring other components of our
“horse and buggy” tax system into our technological age. Citizens de-
serve a tax structure that is simple and fair—yet also encourages eco-
nomic growth in our state. We must also finish what we have begun—
Florida’s intangible tax punishes savers, and we must continue to reduce
this onerous tax until it is totally repealed. Tax reform in Florida is not
a tax increase: True tax reform requires revenue-neutral tax simplifi-
cation and technological modernization. The revolution in information
technology has transformed business—it now can transform govern-
ment.

We will continue to empower the citizens of Florida by making their
government more responsive and efficient. We have implemented
budget prioritization and performance-based budgeting and have seen
mixed success. In that process, we have too often been manipulated by
the bureaucracy, whose primary goal is to perpetuate itself. That is why,
through an amendment passed last year, Florida will become one of the
first states in the nation to implement zero-based budgeting. We will
have the opportunity to weed out institutionalized and inefficient pro-
grams by restructuring our budget methodically over an eight-year pe-
riod. It will be a challenge to accomplish—and certainly will require
everyone’s resolve.

It has been said that one of the measures by which a society will be
judged is the way it cares for its most vulnerable. Therefore, I ask for
your help to address those issues that do not often capture the public’s
attention. Last year, in preparation for the 2001 Legislative Session, 1
sponsored bills to establish several commissions to study issues we face
on a daily basis, but are not often at the forefront. Issues such as senior
care, homelessness, children with developmental disabilities and contin-
uing the reform of our foster care system demand our attention. Florida
has the highest percentage of elderly in the nation, with 3.5 million
people over the age of 65. “Baby boomers” will add one million to that
number when they begin retiring in just ten years. The number of el-
derly in need of long-term-care services is expected to increase by 42
percent over that same period. While many of Florida’s elderly live
independent and healthy lives, there are those who are far less fortu-
nate. The high cost of prescription drugs and the risk of neglect are
unacceptable in a society such as ours. The Senate must work to reform
our delivery systems to provide these individuals with the care and
treatment they deserve—in a manner that encourages and supports
their independence, yet provides quality care when they cannot care for
themselves.

On any given day in our state, there are at least 52,000 Floridians
without food, a home or appropriate shelter. One-third of Florida’s home-
less are families. Another one-third are veterans. Twenty-five percent
are children 18 years and younger. Once believed a problem for “big
cities,” a walk around many small towns demonstrates that this heart-
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wrenching problem is permeating our society at every level. Local com-
munities have done much. From the front lines, they provide for essen-
tial needs—needs we often take for granted like a hot meal and a shower.
These organizations will serve as vital partners as we strive to end
homelessness in our state. Our solution will be multi-faceted. It will
incorporate the work of the commission and will confront the underlying
issues of homelessness, such as drug abuse and mental health.

Lack of education is at the core of many of the problems in our society.
Florida is leading the way to insure that all of our children receive the
education necessary to insure their lives are meaningful and productive.
We will continue to build on our success in education reform, with higher
standards and better accountability and an expansion of meaningful
education choices for Florida’s families. Our approach will be inclusive,
involving parents, teachers and members of our Education Governance
Task Force in the process of further improving Florida’s education sys-
tem. We will focus on children with developmental disabilities such as
dyslexia and attention deficit disorder in order to better their chances
for success. We must also render a heightened focus to those in our foster
care system, through an increased emphasis on residential group care,
because every child deserves a loving home with a sense of safety and
permanency. These items, though numerous, are not enough.

Over the next two years, we will also work diligently on Article V
funding, the revision of our education funding formula, Cabinet reorga-
nization, growth management and review of our health care delivery
system and there will be many more.

Since November 7, we have witnessed considerable controversy in our
state. Regardless of the outcome of the Presidential election, and with-
out commenting on specific events, I believe that all Floridians would be
reassured by a comprehensive review of the state’s election procedures,
standards and technology. That review must begin soon and must be
conducted in a non-partisan manner that will ensure the highest level
of public confidence. We will all work together in this endeavor.

Senators, none of you sought this position for the salary, but for a
chance to make a difference—to improve our state, our country and our
world. You will have plenty of opportunity to make improvements, be-
cause this will be an inclusive Senate. For example, I have reviewed the
proposed Senate Rules changes with the Democratic Leader and he is in
agreement. A crucial key to our success is the way we govern our activi-
ties. Our Senate Rules serve as a guide and help to set the broad parame-
ters for our actions. As has been the case in the past, I am proposing the
adoption of our rules for the years 2000-2002. Most of the changes are
designed to do away with any ambiguity that now exists.

There are also substantive changes. Our committee structure is rede-
fined. We will now have a Committee on Appropriations and a Commit-
tee on Finance and Taxation. The number of subcommittees reporting
to the Appropriations Committee is reduced and the responsibilities of
those subcommittees are heightened. My desire is to eliminate unneces-
sary steps from the process while still providing a comprehensive review
of each issue.

Reapportionment is a subject that will require considerable time. That
committee will have two subcommittees, one dealing with legislative
apportionment, the other focusing on congressional apportionment. Pro-
visions have been added to the rules to make sure that all members have
equal access to information and the equipment needed to generate that
information.

Finally, new members of the Senate, who have been excluded from
sponsoring claim bills in the past, will now be given that opportunity. As
I have said before, the process of getting elected is partisan and competi-
tive by its nature, but the process of governing is collegial, and shall
remain so during my tenure as your President.

We will work together to create the best public policy possible. In doing
so, the most important example we can set for ourselves and future
leaders is to continue the Senate’s tradition of cooperation and mutual
respect. For when we respect each other as elected officials, we show
respect for the people who elected us. I believe today as I did when first
elected, that together we can indeed make a difference.

God bless you and your families. Thank you for your confidence in
me—I will not let you down.
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ADOPTION OF SENATE RULES

On motion by Senator Campbell, the Senate Rules, with amendments
indicated, as printed and distributed to each Senator and to the Secre-
tary, were adopted to govern the Senate for the ensuing two years.

On motion by Senator Campbell, the Secretary was instructed to make
technical changes in the Senate Rules as necessary.

[Rules Summary and full text of Senate Rules, as adopted, beginning on
page 12.]

CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTIONS

On motion by Senator Lee, by unanimous consent—
By Senator Rossin—

SCR 2-Org.—A concurrent resolution repealing present Joint Rule 7
and creating Joint Rules 7 and 8 of the Joint Rules of the Legislature.

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida, the House of Repre-
sentatives Concurring:

That present Joint Rule 7 of the Joint Rules of the Legislature is
repealed and Joint Rules 7 and 8 of the Joint Rules of the Legislature
are created to read:

JOINT RULES
JOINT RULE SEVEN
JOINT LEGISLATIVE BUDGET COMMISSION

7.1—General Responsibilities

(1) The commission, as provided in chapter 216, Florida Statutes,
shall receive and review notices of budget and personnel actions and
proposed actions taken or to be taken by the executive and judicial
branches and shall approve or disapprove such actions.

(2) Through the chairman, the commission shall advise the Governor
and the Chief Justice of actions or proposed actions that exceed delegated
authority or that are contrary to legislative policy and intent.

(3) To the extent possible, the commission shall inform members of
the Legislature of budget amendments requested by the executive or judi-
cial branches.

(4) The commission shall consult with the Comptroller and the Exec-
utive Office of the Governor on matters as required by chapter 216, Flor-
ida Statutes.

(5) The President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of
Representatives may jointly assign other responsibilities to the commis-
ston in addition to those assigned by law.

(6) The commission shall develop policies and procedures necessary
to carry out its assigned responsibilities.

(7) The commission, with the approval of the President of the Senate
and the Speaker of the House of Representatives, may appoint subcom-
mittees as necessary to facilitate its work.

7.2—Zero-based Budgeting

(1) The commission shall develop a schedule and apply zero-based
budgeting principles in reviewing the budget of each state agency at least
once every 8 years.

(2) By July 1 of each year, the commission shall issue instructions to
the agencies whose budgets are to be reviewed prior to the next legislative
session.

(3) The commission shall provide these reviews to the President of the
Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives by December 31
of the year in which they are completed.

(4) By February 1, 2001, the commission shall provide to the Presi-
dent of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives a
schedule for completing zero-based budgeting reviews of all state agencies
prior to December 31, 2008.

7.3—Organizational Structure
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(1) The commission shall be composed of seven members of the Senate
appointed by the President of the Senate and seven members of the House
of Representatives appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives. The appointees shall include the chairman of the Fiscal Responsi-
bility Council in the House of Representatives and the chairman of the
Committee on Appropriations in the Senate.

(2) The members of the commission shall elect a chairman and a vice
chairman. In even-numbered years, a Senator shall be chairman and a
House member vice chairman. In odd-numbered years, a House member
shall be chairman and a Senator vice chairman.

(3) The commission shall meet at least quarterly and more frequently
at the direction of the presiding officers or the chairman. Meetings may
be conducted through teleconferences or other electronic means.

(4) A quorum shall consist of a majority of the commission memabers
of each house plus one additional member of the commission.

(5) Action by the commission shall require a majority vote of the
members present of each house.

(6) The commission shall be jointly staffed by the appropriations
committees of both houses. During even-numbered years, the Senate shall
provide the lead staff. During odd-numbered years, the House of Repre-
sentatives shall provide the lead staff.

7.4—Notice of Commission Meetings

Not less than 7 days prior to a meeting of the commission, a notice of
the meeting, stating the items to be considered, date, time, and place,
shall be filed with the Secretary of the Senate when the chairman is a
Senator or with the Clerk of the House of Representatives when the chair-
man is a Representative. The Secretary or the Clerk shall distribute
notice to the Legislature and the public, consistent with the rules and
policies of their respective houses.

JOINT RULE EIGHT
CONTINUING EXISTENCE OF JOINT RULES

8.1—Continuing Existence of Joint Rules

All joint rules adopted by concurrent resolution, and amendments
thereto, shall continue in effect from session to session or Legislature to
Legislature until repealed by concurrent resolution.

—was introduced and read by title. On motion by Senator Lee, by two-
thirds vote SCR 2-Org. was read the second time in full, adopted and
certified to the House.

SUMMARY OF CHANGES TO JOINT RULES

(Implementing the Joint Legislative Budget Commission as created by
the 2000 Legislature.)

Joint Rule 7.1 - General Responsibilities

This section defines the overall responsibilities of the commission, in-
cluding reporting responsibilities, who may assign additional functions
and who may appoint subcommittees of the commission. This rule also
instructs the commission to develop policies and procedures.
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Joint Rule 7.2 - Zero-Based Budgeting

This section requires the commission to develop a schedule and apply
zero-based budgeting principles to an agency’s budget at least once every
8 years.

Joint Rule 7.3 - Organizational Structure

This section defines the membership of the commission, meeting re-
quirements and staffing.

Joint Rule 7.4 - Notice of Commission Meetings
This section details notice requirements.
Joint Rule 8.1 - Continuing Existence of Joint Rules

This rule is renumbered to accommodate the inclusion of Joint Rule
Seven.

On motion by Senator Geller—
By Senator Geller—

SR 4-Org.—A resolution authorizing the sale of unused chairs from
the Senate Chamber to Senators and certain former Senators.

WHEREAS, the Office of the Senate Sergeant at Arms has on hand as
excess furniture 40 chairs from the Senate Chamber, each of which has
a fair market value of $70, and

WHEREAS, the Senate resolves to authorize a current member of the
Senate or an immediate past member of the Senate, upon a written
request, to purchase the chair, and

WHEREAS, it is desirable that the President of the Senate determine
the priority of disposition when more than one request is received for a
particular chair, NOW, THEREFORE,

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:

That upon written request filed in the Office of the Senate President,
any current member of the Senate or an immediate past member of the
Senate may purchase his or her chair from the Senate Chamber for the
sum of $70.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that if a particular chair is not re-
quested by a current or immediate past member of the Senate, any
Senator may purchase that chair.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the President of the Senate shall
determine the priority of disposition if more than one Senator requests
a particular chair.

—was introduced and read by title. On motion by Senator Geller, SR
4-Org. was read the second time in full and adopted.

ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION IN MEMORIAM

On motion by Senator Holzendorf, SR 6-Org. was introduced, and
read by title.



November 21, 2000 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE 9

IN MEMORIAM
SENATOR PAT FRANKLIN THOMAS

By Senators Holzendorf, McKay, Bronson, Brown-Waite, Burt, Campbell, Carlton, Clary, Constantine, Cowin, Crist,
Dawson, Diaz de la Portilla, Dyer, Garcia, Geller, Horne, Jones, King, Klein, Latvala, Laurent, Lawson, Lee, Meek,
Miller, Mitchell, Peaden, Posey, Pruitt, Rossin, Sanderson, Saunders, Sebesta, Silver, Smith, Sullivan, Villalobos,
Wasserman Schultz and Webster—

Senate Resolution No. 6-Org.

A resolution expressing the esteem of the Senate for Senator Pat Franklin Thomas and designating Room 412 of the
Knott Building as the Pat Thomas Committee Room.

WHEREAS, Senator Pat Thomas served with distinction in the Florida Senate from 1974 until his death in June of
2000, and served as its President from 1993 through 1994, and

WHEREAS, Senator Thomas was beloved by his family, his constituents, and his Senate colleagues, and

WHEREAS, it is most appropriate that on this 21st day of November, 2000, the birthday of the late Senator Pat
Thomas, the Florida Senate fondly remembers and commemorates its esteemed colleague who diligently served the peo-
ple of Florida, NOW, THEREFORE,

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:

That this legislative body pauses in its deliberations to pay its respect to the late Senator Pat Thomas and that the
Florida Senate records this testimonial of esteem and gratitude for his service:

IN MEMORIAM
SENATOR PAT FRANKLIN THOMAS

Pat Thomas was born in Quincy, Florida, on November 21, 1933, received a degree in Agricultural Economics from
the University of Florida in 1957, and served in the United States Army during the Korean Conflict. While building a
successful insurance business in Quincy, Pat Thomas was a confidant of Governors and Cabinet members and served as
State Chairman of the Democratic Party of Florida from 1966 until 1970. In 1972, Pat Thomas was elected to the
Florida House of Representatives and, in 1974, to the Florida Senate. Senator Thomas served as President, as
President Pro Tempore, and as chairman of the Rules and Calendar Committee, and served as the chair or vice chair of
numerous other committees. Throughout his Senate tenure, Senator Pat Thomas was known as a tireless advocate for
his constituents; and he conveyed dignity as the ultimate Southern Gentleman who valued and upheld the traditions
and collegiality of the Florida Senate.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Senate Sergeant at Arms place suitable markers to designate Room 412 of

the Knott Building as the "Pat Thomas Committee Room."

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this resolution, signed by the President of the Senate, with the Seal of
the Senate affixed, be presented to Mrs. Mary Ann Thomas, widow of Senator Pat Thomas, and to Anne Jolley Byrd
and John Pat Thomas, the children of Senator Pat Thomas, as a tangible token of the sentiments and appreciation of
the Florida Senate and as a symbol of the enduring respect of the members of the Florida Senate.
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On motion by Senator Holzendorf, SR 6-Org. was read the second
time in full and adopted.

FAMILY OF SENATOR PAT THOMAS

The President introduced the following members of Senator Thomas’
family who were present in the chamber: his widow Mrs. Mary Ann
Thomas; his daughter Anne Jolley Thomas Byrd and son-in-law Bobby
Byrd; his grandson Corbett Thomas Proctor; and his son John Pat
Thomas and daughter-in-law Martha Thomas.

The President recognized the following members for remarks:

Senator Holzendorf: Mr. President, I know that some people have
prepared some notes for me but I'm going to speak about Pat Thomas
from the heart.

I met Pat Thomas in 1991. There was a reapportionment fight going
on over here in the Senate and, of course, my district was up for reappor-
tionment along with a district that eventually ended up being the dis-
trict now represented by Senator Clary. The fight was over that district.
Senator Thomas, being the compromising person he was, asked the
Senator who was serving in the 7th District, “What is the problem?” The
Senator said, “Well, it has to do with who runs in two years and who runs
in four years.” Senator Thomas said, “Well, Senator, since you won’t be
here, what do you care about the next person if it helps us to get this bill
out?” What Senator Thomas didn’t know was that I was the next person.
When I acknowledged that to him, he turned around and said, “Daugh-
ter, what you have to understand about the Senate is that it’s seniority
and it’s statesmanship, and our responsibility in the Senate is to get the
job done with the least amount of friction that can possibly be.”

I'learned that lesson from him as I came into the Senate the following
year in 1992. The Senate was deadlocked 20-20. Ander Crenshaw, who
you see up there, was my home boy who was running for President of the
Senate. When I looked up into those galleries, everybody from Jackson-
ville was there. But I had made a commitment to Pat Thomas and I held
that commitment. He said to me, “That took courage.” I was a neophyte
Senator. I knew nothing about this body, but he became my mentor. As
I was saying to John Pat, Anne Jolley and Mary, I adopted him from
them because he taught me so much about how to conduct myself in the
Senate.

Pat Thomas was the person that, if he gave you his word, then you
didn’t need to discuss that any more. He was committed. He was a
statesman. He felt very, very strongly about this body. When we got to
the point that we could not be congenial with each other, it was Pat
Thomas who came and said, “This is the Senate.” He never said this is
the Democratic Senate or this is the Republican Senate. He always said,
“This is the Senate.” He gave me a statement once. He said, “The House
proposes and the Senate deposes.” He said, “We don’t have to do any-
thing the House says because the final word rests with this Senate.” He
believed that and he conducted himself that way.

To name 412 Knott Building after Pat Thomas is to say that all of the
education that he imparted and all of his knowledge that he shared with
us is the reason that many of us are capable of standing on this floor and
talking about issues and being able to conduct ourselves in a manner
that makes us true Senators. I respected the man, but more than that,
I hold dear the institution he created and that was the institution of
Senate statesmanship that we cannot afford to let go by the wayside. Pat
Thomas believed in this institution. He believed in this legislative body.
He was an advocate for the poor. Rural counties meant just as much to
him as the urban city counties. The littlest person in his district had as
much respect from him as the millionaire. He never distinguished be-
tween people based on what they did or did not have. He was a man of
principle. We will miss him. This body will miss him. When we get to
reapportionment, we will miss him. We will not have that compromising
element to help us get through this. But, hopefully, we will have the
memory that we can share with one another that makes us strong, and
education was his thing.

I remember the last time we shared on a bill. Teenagers were driving
cars into stores, stolen cars, through the windows, jumping out, robbing
the stores and running away. Pat Thomas felt strongly that something
needed to be done. I said to him, “Let’s build a jail, put them in it, throw
away the key. Lock them up. We need a jail for teenagers.” He said,
“Now, daughter, you don’t mean that. You really don’t mean that. But
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we do need to do something.” That’s when we created the Department
of Juvenile Justice, so that we could provide prevention and intervention
for youths prior to incarceration. That’s the kind of President, that’s the
kind of Senator, that’s the kind of father, that’s the kind of friend Pat
Thomas was. I am honored to stand for this resolution to name Room 412
of the Knott Building after Pat Thomas. Thank you, Mr. President.

President McKay: Outside of renaming Gadsden County for Pat
Thomas, the only thing that hadn’t been named for him, I figured, was
that committee room in the Knott Building. Since he had so much to do
with it, I thought that was appropriate. I hope that you agree with me.
As did many of you, all of you, perhaps, I drank a lot of brown liquor and
broke a lot of bread with Pat. He was my friend. I'll miss him. I would
like to invite anybody who would like to rise and make any comments
to please do so. In a little departure from the norm, I would like any of
our visitors, our guests, who all knew him so well to also grab a mike and
say whatever you'd like to say.

Senator Campbell: Mr. President, you know we’re talking about
Pat in the past tense and, certainly, we’re not going to see him in that
seat over there anymore, but I think all of us will realize that Pat is still
with us. Somewhere his spirit is in this body. I think Senator Holzendorf
hit on it when she said, “The Senate was so important to him.” I can
remember last year when we got a little testy toward the end of the
session, it was Senator Thomas that brought us all together.

When I first got elected, Pat Thomas came back to me and said, “Son,”
even though I had gray hair, white hair, he said, “Son, the thing you’ve
got to learn is none of us is as smart as all of us together. You're going
to learn the collegiality of this body, everybody has something to add.
Everybody has something to give back to our citizens. And we as a group
will make Florida better.” He also told me, “You know, it’s interesting
how much you can achieve if you don’t try to take credit for it.” I thought
that was a great saying from Pat. When I went to his funeral last year,
I drove up to the funeral, I didn’t know there were so many “Pat Thomas”
buildings and streets. He deserves the credit, though. He will be with us
always and I hope that, if we do have testy times, someone will stand up
and say, “Pat Thomas is looking,” and together we, as a body, will work
for the benefit of the citizens of the State of Florida, just like Pat did.
We're going to miss him, but he’ll be with us.

Senator Latvala: Thank you, Mr. President. Because of term limits
I think this will be the first session in quite some time that there isn’t
a former President among our ranks. In the House, Speakers usually
move on at the end of their terms. In the Senate we’ve had, I think, as
many as four former Presidents in here at one time during the last few
years. Those former Presidents always helped give advice to the new
guys, helped keep order, helped keep decorum, helped keep the tradi-
tions of the Senate alive with the new people as they came in. I think
that’s one of the things that we’re going to miss.

I want to use Pat Thomas to illustrate one real fact, a point of history
in the Senate. Just prior to being sworn in six years ago in 1994, I was
a victim of the same kind of campaign that a lot of the new people that
just came in here feel that they’re a victim of. There was no one, proba-
bly, when I was elected in 1994, that had a tougher campaign from the
state Democratic party than I did. When I got here, I didn’t know Pat
Thomas. The very first day I was here, he came up to me and said, “Son,
you know I only did what I had to do,” because he was the leader of the
Senate Democrats. He said, “That’s just the way it is. But from here on
out, you're a colleague.” And he stuck out his hand, and that’s exactly
the way it was. He was a living example of how, when we got sworn into
the Senate, we became colleagues. We became friends and we worked
together from that day forward and put partisanship aside.

Senator Dyer: Thank you, Mr. President. Senator Lawson, you
have some pretty big shoes to fill over there. I'm sure you’re going to do
a great job at it. Senator McKay, it must look fairly odd looking down at
that front row. Other than Senator Clary, because we had about, I guess,
over a hundred years of Senate experience represented in the other four
chairs, so all of you in that front row have some big shoes to fill. I know
each one of you is capable of doing that.

I think it’s particularly appropriate to name the committee room over
there after Pat Thomas. I'm sure that he would be extremely proud of
that because he would want each one of us to be mindful of the history
and the traditions in the Florida Senate because I think he revered
those. There’s not a person in the Senate that served with him that I
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think can say that they didn’t learn an awful lot from Pat. A lot of us
come from different areas of the state than where Senator Thomas did.
The Panhandle is a little different from Miami-Dade or Broward County
in how you run elections. I remember when I was elected in 1992, Pat
Thomas was the Senate President-designate then and he was running
the campaigns. I was in the primary run-off so I wasn’t getting any help
from Senate victory quite at that time. But as soon as I won the primary,
I was able to make the trip to the mecca of Quincy. I had never been to
Quincy before. I went over to the insurance office to meet with Senator
Thomas and I had my whole entourage of consultants and my spouse.
We sat down with Senator Thomas for about an hour and talked about
the campaign and everything and talked about walking neighborhoods
and knocking on doors. He said, “Now, how do you do that again? You
walk up the side of one street and back down the other?” So he had done
things a little differently than I had to get elected, but at the end of the
meeting, we were there to see if we couldn’t get that $50,000 or whatever
it was that they were willing to parcel out. He took me back in his private
office and it was just he and I and somehow, when we concluded the
meeting, I had a hundred-dollar bill, crisp hundred-dollar bill, and he
had my signature on a pledge sheet. So the extent of that meeting was,
I walked out with $100 and he had my pledge for the 20-20 Senate. I
learned a lot that day before I even got to the Senate, and I continued
to learn throughout my career, from Senator Thomas.

I was the Vice Chair of Agriculture last year with him, and probably
some of my fondest memories, it’s hard to think of Pat without thinking
about W.D. Childers. If anybody came to the Agriculture Committee and
listened to some of the exchanges in there last year, and any of you who
didn’t, have truly missed an experience in the Florida Senate, and I’ll
miss that. But probably my most vivid memory of Pat will be the same
as Senator Campbell and Senator Latvala talked about. Last year,
things got a little more personal in here than we’ve had in the past.
Senator Thomas stood up and was a calming voice in a sea of emotions,
and hopefully, we will have others that rise to the occasion.

Senator Silver: Thank you, Mr. President. I will always be very
grateful to Pat for naming me the Majority Leader when he was Presi-
dent, and working with him closely. But the times I really remember are
the times when I served as Sub C and Sub D chairs for Criminal Justice
and Health and Human Services because, if there was anybody who had
a passion for his constituency and wanting to help out his constituents,
it was Pat Thomas. That’s why I want to make sure—and Al, you do have
a big job to do—you have to explain it the same way Pat came in to
explain it. He would always come in a very low-key way and talk to you
and say, “We just need a little, little, little bit more over here for these
folks, and we need just a little, little bit more here and, you know, we
have a little problem about the jobs in the area. We need to make sure
we maintain just a little bit longer.”

It was always just that little bit more and that little bit longer that
made him so distinctive from a lot of us because he truly was what you
think of when you talk about the representative democracy we have,
working on behalf of your constituents, because that’s what Pat’s life
was. He wanted to help the people of his district, just like we all should
be doing and, to a great extent, we do. Pat had a way of doing it that
explained it so greatly. You couldn’t say “no” to him, you know, you
wouldn’t do that. That’s what comprised most of my budget. People
thought I was doing a lot for South Florida, Miami-Dade County, and
that stuff, but most of it was going to Quincy because of Pat. That’s what
occurred. But I'll always remember Pat as he was such a kind person,
such a caring person and we will always remember him. Thank you, Mr.
President.

President McKay: Thank you, Senator Silver. Senators, with the
departure of so many Senators and House members from this legisla-
ture, I would like to make you aware, if you're not already aware, that
the Dean of the Florida Legislature is now Senator Ron Silver. He’s been
around longer than anybody else. Senator Rossin, you’re recognized.

Senator Rossin: Thank you, Mr. President. I had a little different
experience with Senator Thomas. He recruited me. I'm in the Florida
Senate because of Pat. I remember so distinctly when I first met Pat. I
was thinking, why should I do this? Why should I put myself and my
family through this horrendous campaign we’d have to run? The Florida
Senate, at that time, was 20-20 and both sides needed the 35th District
to win the 21st seat. Pat looked me right in the eye and he said, “Tom,
has Florida been good to you?” I said, “Yes, sir.” He said, “Then you owe
it to your constituents and to your family and to the State of Florida to
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do this.” He was so sincere and his words were so compelling that I really
never thought much about it after that, and I ran for the Senate. That’s
his belief, his sincerity, his real understanding of what it meant to be a
citizen of Florida and your obligation was so clear. This was a great man
and we’ll all miss him.

Senator Sullivan: Thank you, Mr. President. Pat Thomas, to me,
was a collection of very fond memories. I had the pleasure one day of
getting a tour of Quincy from Senator Thomas. He was so proud of that
community and he was so proud of all his friends. I have this memory
of Pat Thomas putting on one of his lunches back in the Senate and the
smile on his face and how happy he was to be doing that for all of his
colleagues in the Senate.

I have this memory of Pat Thomas at his lake house catching fish off
the dock and how proud he was and how happy that he could have all
his friends out to visit him.

I also have these memories of Pat who came to me as a physician and
talked about all of his illnesses. I have this memory of this man who was
very sick and, at times, needed blood transfusions, who never com-
plained, who loved being here, that’s all he wanted.

This is the same man who stood as President of the Senate and said,
“I want everyone to address each other by their district numbers because
we are gentlemen and this is a wonderful organization and we should
preserve all its traditions.”

Those little vignettes kind of sum up what kind of a man he was. He
was so generous, he was so uncomplaining, he was a gentleman through
and through and he loved the Senate. I think Senator Latvala brings up
a great point. You don’t grow to love the Senate without someone telling
you where the Senate has been, what has happened, what has gone
before, and transmitting that love. We’ve lost something with this term-
limit business. We've lost those people who dedicated their entire life to
this. Maybe walking by a plaque in Room 412 will remind us all that
there is a great history.

The Senate is different from the House because there is this great love
for the institution. I hope that maybe eight years is enough to transmit
that. But Pat kind of personified that. We are going to miss all the guys
that are term-limited out and Pat was kind of symbolic because he left
us right at the end of term limits. He was a wonderful man. We are going
to miss all of them, but we’re going to especially miss him.

Senator Lawson: Thank you very much, Mr. President. Sixteen
years ago, as a House member, I tried to speak on the Senate floor. We
were working on a lab school bill and I thought we had it all worked out.
I came down to the Senate and Senator Peterson was throwing in
amendments all over the place. I reached over and grabbed Senator
Thomas’ mike and said, “Senator Thomas, we’ve got to stop him.” He
said, “Son, you can’t speak on the Senate floor.” But truly, if he was alive
today, I am certain that he would be very proud to know that I was
successful in winning his seat.

Many years ago my grandmother and I were driving to Quincy to his
office in order for her to get car insurance. It was a very thrilling moment
for me because Quincy is about 10 miles from where I grew up, but it also
gave me the opportunity to drive. When we got to the office they really
embraced. I learned that day how close my grandmother was to Senator
Thomas and how much she cherished him. Then I learned that my
grandfather had worked in many of his campaigns. Little did I know
then that I would have the opportunity to work with him in the legisla-
ture. From the day I first encountered him, he gave me the name of “Too
Tall.” The way he addressed me all the time was “T'oo Tall.” I am very
honored to be here with his family; especially Mary Ann, his wife, that
I've shared many moments with. I can remember when he was thinking
about not running for the Senate. I drove there and had lunch with him
to encourage him to run. I didn’t recognize the fact that he was going to
run against a very good friend of mine. I, too, in the insurance business,
had a lot of insurance with this person. So he asked me, “Too Tall, what
are you going to do?” I said, “Well, I'm going to be with you, Senator.”
Later on that client that I had, canceled all his insurance after Senator
Thomas had a landslide vote over here. He just said, “Don’t worry about
it; one day I am going to take care of you.” I said, “It’s more important
to have you representing the people of Gadsden County and North Flor-
ida than the business that I lost.” Several years later, and John Pat
would know about this; he called me in on a case that was more benefi-
cial to me than the case I lost. He never did forget.
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But I can tell you that he is an institution in Gadsden County and in
North Florida. During the course of my campaign, as I traveled from
Madison and to Bay and to Jackson Counties, everyone told me what I
had to do. When I first got elected, they started telling me what I needed
to do in order to follow Senator Thomas. But when we think of Senator
Thomas, it is even more fitting today—for the family and for all of us—
to remember the words of one of our country’s Democratic Presidents,
“People will little notice nor long remember what we say here but they
will never forget what we did here.” Thank you.

Senator Jones: Thank you, Mr. President. I just want to make a
brief comment. When I first met Senator Thomas, he was obviously here
and I was in the House. I viewed him as a person who was the complete
southern gentleman. He reached out his hand to a freshman House
member and greeted me with great warmth. One of the things that he
always joked with me about was that while we were going through
reapportionment during that first two years I was here, and I was creat-
ing a problem for the Senate in that a Senator who was representing the
Keys at that time was reacting to the concept that I might actually run
for the Senate. He was creating a little problem with some of the votes
that we have in the Senate. I won’t call any names, but I think a few of
us here know who that guy was.

Pat always did some things with all of us, I think, that made us feel
good. You know, the way he would always hold on to you and the way
he would always bring you close and whisper in your ear and tell you
things that made them seem like they were important but really they
were just little nuggets of information. The way he always complimented
every single one of us. He was very magnanimous in his approach and
just the epitome of statesmanship and an example that I think all of us
should strive to follow.

Certainly when I saw him, as a freshman in the House and he as a
Senator, I thought to myselfif I should ever rise to this body, he was the
kind of person I would like to emulate. If I can leave this body after two
more years and be one-tenth of the Senator that he was then to this body,
then I feel I will have succeeded as well.

MOMENT OF SILENCE

On behalf of the Senate, the President led the body in a moment of
silence in memory of the late Senator Pat Thomas.

Upon request of the President, Senators Clary, Holzendorf, Lawson
and Rossin escorted the Thomas family to the rostrum where they were
presented a copy of the resolution. The President presented Mrs.
Thomas who addressed the Senate:

Mrs. Thomas: Senators and family members. This has been a real
special day for us. I remember in 1972 it was Pat’s birthday that day
when he was sworn into the House. Then today has been a very special
day for President McKay and his family and for us. You know Pat was
always very interested in restoring the Capitol Complex and preserving
the buildings. We have the Old Capitol out front that he had a hand in
and the Knott Building was very special to him, so designating this room
in his honor I think is very, very special. Especially on today, he would
have been 67 today. He loved this Senate, as you’ve all talked about this
morning, and your words were so eloquent. We are all very touched and
honored with your tribute to him. Thank you so much. I also would like
to introduce my only grandson, Corbett Thomas Proctor, Anne Jolley’s
son. He has been with us over there today and this is a very big day for
him also. Thank you very much.

President McKay: Senator Sullivan, I intend to, and have always
intended to, take some of the comments you just made and put them into
practice in the Senate. It is the dignity with which Pat held it and the
way he tried to treat other Senators and the dignity with which he
thought we all ought to conduct ourselves within this body. To restore
the decorum, if we possibly can, in addressing Senators by their district
number, I think that brings a lot to this body. If you will work with me,
each and every one of you, I think it will do wonders for us, particularly
as we go through the tough times of reapportionment.

Anne Jolley, John Pat and Mary Ann, we will continue the Pat Thomas
luncheon. Senator Sullivan continues to plant quail out at his farm in
South Georgia and we can shoot them. We can bite down on some of that
bird shot every now and then, they are so close. We will continue that.
I hope you will join us this year and next year. After I am through,
somebody else will pick up that mantle I am sure too, so come on back.
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On motion by Senator Saunders, the remarks offered during the Orga-
nization Session were ordered published in the Journal.

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES

RETURNING MESSAGES—FINAL ACTION
The Honorable John McKay, President

I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of Representatives
has adopted SCR 2-Org.

John B. Phelps, Clerk

The bill contained in the foregoing message was ordered enrolled.

SUMMARY OF CHANGES AND FULL TEXT
OF SENATE RULES AS ADOPTED

[SEE PAGE 7]
Rule 1.3 - Control of Chamber

Changes language to clarify that the President may order the chamber
cleared.

Rule 1.27 - Transition From Office

Clarifies that in the event of a vacancy in office, and until the vacancy
is filled, the President may approve a transitional period for staff.

Rule 1.30 - Duties and Hours

Clarifies that the Senate President sets the hours of employment for all
permanent staff of the Senate and that Senators’ district staff hours are
those prescribed by their department heads.

Rule 1.33 - Secretary; Supervision of Employees

Changes the various class titles used in the Secretary’s office to that of
“employees” for purposes of determining who is under the supervision
of the Secretary.

Rule 1.44 - Notice Required for Certain Meetings
Deletes and adds appropriate titles.
Rule 1.443 - Reapportionment Information

Specifies that the current equal access provisions also apply to systems,
data and information available to, not just promulgated or maintained
by, the apportionment or redistricting committees.

Rule 2.1 - Standing Committees; Standing Subcommittees

Deletes, adds and reorders the listing of standing committees and sub-
committees of the Senate.

Rule 2.3 - Committee Reports

Clarifies that proposed legislation by committees and standing subcom-
mittees can only be based on an authorized interim project.

Rule 2.14 - Time for Consideration of Bills
Deletes and adds appropriate titles.
Rule 2.16 - Standing Subcommittee Reports

Provides a technical change removing the reference of parent committee
and changing that reference to full committee.

Makes appropriate committee title changes.

Rule 2.18 - Prefiled Bills

Deletes and adds appropriate titles.

Rule 2.19 - Conference Committee in Deliberation

Deletes and adds appropriate titles.
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Rule 2.28 - Taking the Vote

Technical change by the Secretary of the Senate. Conforms Rule 2.28 to
provisions of Article III, Section 4(c) of the State Constitution, and
makes Rule 2.28 consistent with Rule 2.15 which was amended in 1991.

Rule 2.33 - Motions; Precedence

Changes the motion of “temporarily pass” to “temporarily postpone” to
more adequately express the actual action taken.

Rule 3.9 - Printed Copies of Bills

Deletes and adds appropriate titles.

Rule 3.10 - Identification of Bills

Two technical changes are made to address current practice.
Rule 3.12 - Introducers of Bills

Deletes and adds appropriate titles.

Rule 4.6 - Reference Generally; Final Days for Introduction of
Bills and Resolutions

Clarifies local bill referencing procedure.

Adds Senate resolutions to the list of items not affected by the deadline
for introduction of bills.

Rule 4.8 - Reference of Bills Affecting Appropriations, Revenue,
Retirement or County or Municipal Spending

Changes wording to reflect revised committee structure and names.
Changes the word “referred” to “reviewed” for the purpose of referral.

Rule 4.10 - Reference to Different Committee or Removal

Clarifies bill removal process. Authorizes chairman of Committee on
Appropriations to withdraw bills from that committee under certain
circumstances.

Rule 4.15 - Referral or Postponement on Third Reading
Deletes and adds appropriate titles.

Rule 4.17 - Special Order Calendar; Consent Calendar
Technical change to reflect change in terminology.

Rule 4.81 - Claim Bills

Provides an opportunity for new members of the Senate to file a claim
bill(s) outside of the current deadline. Defines the term new Senator.
Clarifies under what circumstances a claim bill hearing and consider-
ation may be held in abeyance.

Rule 6.2 - Motions; Precedence

Conforms to previous technical change in rule.
Rule 12.7 - Procedure

Deletes and adds appropriate titles.

Rule 14.1 - Seal and Insignia

Clarifies that the Senate Seal, Coat of Arms, official stationery, calling
cards and facsimiles may be used only in connection with official Senate
business.

RULES OF THE SENATE

RULE ONE

OFFICERS, SENATORS, EMPLOYEES, AND ETHICS
PART ONE—OFFICERS OF THE SENATE

1.1—Election of the President, President Pro Tempore, Presi-
dent Designate, President Pro Tempore Designate, Minority
Leader, and Minority Leader Pro Tempore; designation of Ma-
jority Leader

A President and a President Pro Tempore of the Senate shall be
elected for a term of two (2) years at the organization session preceding
the regular session of each odd-numbered year. They shall take an oath
to support the Constitutions of the United States and of the State of
Florida, and for the true and faithful discharge of the duties of office. At
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a regular session the Majority Party may, by caucus called by the Presi-
dent, elect a President Designate and a President Pro Tempore Desig-
nate, and their names shall be certified to the Secretary of the Senate.
The President may designate a Majority Leader whose name shall be
certified to the Secretary of the Senate. The Minority Party may by
caucus elect a Minority Leader and a Minority Leader Pro Tempore, and
their names shall be certified to the Secretary of the Senate at the
organization session. All elected officers are to hold office until their
successors are chosen and qualified or until the expiration of their term,
whichever shall first occur.

1.2—Calling the Senate to order

The President shall call the Senate to order at the hour provided by
these Rules or at the hour established by the Senate at the last session.
On the appearance of a quorum, the President shall cause the Senate to
proceed with the daily order of business. The President may recess the
Senate for periods of time not to exceed thirty (30) minutes.

1.3—The President’s control of Chamber, corridors, and rooms

The President shall preserve order and decorum and shall have gen-
eral control of the Chamber, corridors, passages, and rooms of the Senate
whether in the Capitol or elsewhere. If there is a disturbance, the Presi-
dent may order the area cleared elear-the-area.

1.4—The President’s authority and signature; questions of
order; travel

The President shall sign all acts, joint resolutions, resolutions, and
memorials. No writ, warrant, subpoena, contract binding the Senate,
authorization for payment or other papers shall issue without the signa-
ture of the President. The President may delegate signing authority for
the authorization of payments. The President shall approve vouchers.
The President shall decide all questions of order, subject to an appeal by
any Senator. As necessary, the President is authorized to incur travel
and per diem expenses for the next session of the legislature. The Presi-
dent of the Senate and the Chairman of the Committee on Rules and
Calendar shall have the power to assign duties and sign requisitions
pertaining to legislative expenses incurred in transacting the business
of the Senate as authorized. The President shall have responsibility for
the property of the Senate and may delegate specific duties or authority
pertaining thereto. The President may authorize counsel to initiate,
defend, intervene in, or otherwise participate in any suit on behalf of the
Senate, a committee of the Senate, a Member of the Senate (whether in
the legal capacity of Senator or taxpayer), a former Member of the
Senate, or an officer or employee of the Senate when such suit is deter-
mined by the President to be of significant interest to the Senate and
when it is determined by the President that the interests of the Senate
would not otherwise be adequately represented. Expenses incurred for
legal services in such proceedings may be paid upon approval of the
President.

1.5—Appointment of committees

The President shall appoint all standing committees, standing sub-
committees, select committees, and the Senate members of conference
and joint select committees.

Any member removed from a committee without his or her consent
shall have the right to appeal such removal to the Committee on Rules
and Calendar.

1.6—The President’s vote

The President shall not be required to vote in legislative proceedings.
In all yea and nay votes, the President’s name shall be called last.

1.7—Vacating chair; duties of President Pro Tempore

(a) The President may name any Senator to perform the duties of the
chair.

(b) If for any reason the President is absent and fails to name a
Senator, the President Pro Tempore shall assume the duties of the chair.

(¢) In the event the chair is vacated permanently, nothing herein
shall preclude the Senate from designating a presiding officer.

(d) Should the President resign, he or she may, prior to resignation,
designate a member of the Majority Party to assume the duties of the
chair until a permanent successor is elected.
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1.8—Designation of the Secretary of the Senate

The Senate shall designate a Secretary to serve at its pleasure. A staff
of assistants shall be employed to regularly transact such business as
required by law, by Rules of the Senate, or as assigned by the President.
The Secretary shall take an oath to support the Constitutions of the
United States and of the State of Florida, and for the true and faithful
discharge of the duties of office.

The Secretary shall be under the supervision of the President of the
Senate, who may assign additional duties to the Secretary. The Secre-
tary shall be the enrolling and engrossing clerk of the Senate and may
designate an assistant enrolling and engrossing clerk.

1.9—Secretary’s duties at organization session

In the absence of the President and the President Pro Tempore of the
preceding session, the Secretary shall, at the organization session of the
legislature, call the Senate to order. Pending the election of a President
or a President Pro Tempore, the Secretary shall preserve order and
decorum, and decide all questions of order subject to appeal by any
Senator. The duties prescribed by this section may be delegated by the
Secretary to any Senator.

1.10—Duties generally; keeps Journal

The Secretary shall keep a correct daily Journal of the proceedings of
the Senate, and this Journal shall be numbered serially from the first
day of each session of the legislature and shall be distributed by the
Secretary for the information of the legislature and the public. The
Secretary shall superintend the engrossing, enrolling, and transmitting
of bills, resolutions, and memorials. The Secretary shall not permit any
records or papers belonging to the Senate to be removed from the custody
of the Secretary other than in the regular course of business and with
proper receipt. The Secretary shall keep a separate Journal of the pro-
ceedings of the executive sessions of the Senate.

1.11—Prepares daily calendar

The Secretary shall prepare a daily calendar that shall set forth: (1)
the order of business; (2) the committee report on each bill, i.e., whether
favorable, favorable with committee amendments, or favorable with
committee substitute; (3) the status of each bill, i.e., whether on second
or third reading; (4) notices of committee meetings; and (5) notices of
meetings required pursuant to Rule 1.44. The Secretary shall distribute
the daily calendar for the information of the legislature and the public.

1.12—Reads papers; calls roll

The Secretary shall have read to the Senate all papers ordered to be
read; note responses of Senators when the roll is called to determine the
presence of a quorum; call the roll and note the answers of Senators
when a question is taken by yeas and nays; and assist, under the direc-
tion of the President, in taking the count when any vote of the Senate
is taken by a show of hands or otherwise.

1.13—Attests to warrants and subpoenas; certifies passage

The Secretary shall attest to all writs, warrants, and subpoenas issued
by order of the Senate and shall attest to the passage of all bills, resolu-
tions, and memorials.

1.14—Prepares printed forms

The Secretary shall prepare the copy for all printed forms used by the
Senate.

1.15—Examines legal form of bills for introduction

The Secretary shall examine bills on their tender for introduction, but
prior to their receiving a number, he or she shall determine whether they
meet the requirements of law and of these Rules. The Secretary shall
direct the attention of the introducer to apparent defects, but the intro-
ducer shall be exclusively responsible for the constitutional and legal
correctness of the bill.

1.16—Indexes bills

The Secretary shall maintain a numerical index of bills and resolu-
tions and a cumulative index by introducers.
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1.17—Transmits bills to House of Representatives

The Secretary shall transmit all bills, joint resolutions, concurrent
resolutions, and appropriate memorials to the House of Representatives
without delay; and each shall be accompanied by a message stating the
title to the measure being transmitted and requesting the concurrence
of the House.

1.18—Receives and delivers for reading messages from House;
summaries of House amendments to Senate bills

The Secretary shall receive all messages from the House of Represent-
atives and shall be responsible for their security. The Secretary shall
have them available for reading to the Senate during the appropriate
order of business. All messages reflecting House amendments to Senate
bills shall be promptly delivered to the Senate Legal Research and Draft-
ing Services where they may be held a maximum of two days for research
and summary. Special notice of the summaries shall be given to each
Senator.

The Secretary shall advise the President when a House amendment
to a Senate bill substantially changes or materially alters the bill as
passed by the Senate. The President may refer such bill and House
amendments to an appropriate committee or committees for hearing and
further report to the Senate. Upon such reference by the President,
committee or committees of reference shall meet on a date and at a time
set by the President and shall make a report as defined in Rule 2.15.
Favorable committee reports and accompanying measures shall be
placed on the calendar.

PART TWO—SENATORS
1.20—Attendance and voting

Unless excused for just cause or necessarily prevented, every Senator
shall be within the Senate Chamber during its sessions and shall vote
on each question. No Senator shall be required or permitted to vote on
any question immediately concerning his or her private rights as distinct
from the public interest.

1.21—Excused absence

The President may excuse any Senator from attendance in the Senate
and its committees for any stated period, and the excused absence shall
be noted in the Journal.

1.22—Senate papers left with Secretary

A Senator necessarily absent from a session of the Senate or its com-
mittees and having in his or her possession papers relating to the busi-
ness of the Senate shall leave such papers with the Secretary before
leaving the Capitol.

1.23—Members deemed present unless excused

A Senator who answers roll call at the opening of a session or who
enters after roll call and announces his or her presence to the Senate
shall thereafter be considered present unless leave of absence is ob-
tained from the President.

1.24—Contested seat

If a seat in the Senate is contested, notice stating the grounds of such
contest shall be given by the contestant to the Senate prior to the day
of the organization session of the legislature; and the contest shall be
determined by majority vote as soon as reasonably possible. The Presi-
dent shall appoint a Credentials Committee to be composed of not more
than ten (10) members who shall consider the question and report their
recommendations to the President, who shall inform the Senate.

1.25—Facilities for members

Each Senator shall be entitled to facilities and expenses that are
necessary and expedient to the fulfillment of the duties of the office, the
location and sufficiency of which shall be determined by the President.

1.26—Nonlegislative activities

No Senator shall accept appointments to nonlegislative committees,
commissions, or task forces without prior approval of the President if
travel and per diem expenses are to be taken from Senate funds.
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1.27—Transition from office

A Senator who will not be a Senator at the next ensuing regular
session of the legislature shall be entitled to an amicable transition
period not to exceed one month in which to close out the affairs of his or
her office. The transition period shall begin at the expiration of a Sena-
tor’s term. A former Senator shall not be entitled to salary during the
transition period, but shall receive a pro rata portion of the monthly
allowance for office rental and expenses during such period. A former
Senator’s staff shall be entitled to a pro rata salary during such period,
provided said staff performs all transitional duties assigned by the for-
mer Senator. A former Senator shall apply for transitional funds pro-
vided pursuant to this rule, the expenditure of which shall be from
Senate funds and which shall be considered for a public purpose. In the
event of a vacancy in ofﬁce and untLl that vacancy is filled, a U-peﬂ

eﬂe—meﬂth trans1t10nal perlod w1th pro rata salary for the staff may be
approved by the President to close out the vacant deeeased’s Senate
office affairs.

PART THREE—EMPLOYEES OF THE SENATE
1.28—Dismissal of employees; services of spouse

The President shall resolve disputes involving the competency or deco-
rum of a Senate employee, and may terminate the services of an em-
ployee. At the President’s discretion the matter may be referred to the
Committee on Rules and Calendar for its recommendation. The pay of
an employee so terminated shall stop on the termination date. A Sena-
tor’s spouse or immediate relatives may serve in any authorized posi-
tion, however, they shall not receive compensation for services per-
formed.

1.29—Employees forbidden to lobby

No employee of the Senate shall directly or indirectly interest or con-
cern himself or herself with the passage or consideration of any measure
whatsoever. Violation of this Rule by an employee shall be grounds for
summary dismissal. This Rule shall not preclude the performance of
duties that may be properly delegated to a Senator’s legislative assis-
tant.

1.30—Duties and hours

Employees shall perform the duties assigned to them by the President
and required of them by rule and custom of the Senate. When the Senate
is in session, employees shall remain on duty as required. When the
Senate is not in session, permanent staff of the Senate shall observe the
same hours of employment set by the President asregular-Capitol-em-
ployees. Part-time employees and Senator’s district staff persenal-aides

shall observe hours that are prescribed by their department heads.
1.31—Absence without permission

If employees are absent without prior permission except for just cause,
their employment shall be terminated or their compensation forfeited for
the period of absence as determined by the President.

1.32—Political activity

Senate employees shall be regulated concerning their political activity
pursuant to section 110.233, Florida Statutes.

1.33—Secretary; supervision of employees

All employees seeretaries;stenographers;typists;-verifiers;-and-other
elerieal-assistants not specifically assigned to a Senator, to a committee,

or to a permanent office of the Senate shall be under the supervision of
the Secretary.

PART FOUR—LEGISLATIVE CONDUCT AND ETHICS
1.35—Legislative conduct

Every Senator shall conduct himself or herself to justify the confidence
placed in him or her by the people and, by personal example and admoni-
tion to colleagues, shall maintain the integrity and responsibility of his
or her office.
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1.36—Improper influence

A Senator shall not accept anything that will improperly influence his
or her official act, decision, or vote.

1.361—Solicitation of campaign contributions

A Senator shall neither solicit nor accept any campaign contribution
during the sixty-day regular legislative session on the Senator’s own
behalf or on behalf of a political party or on behalf of a candidate for the
Senate; however, a Senator may contribute to the Senator’s own cam-

paign.
1.37—Conflicting employment

A member of the Senate shall not allow his or her personal employ-
ment to impair his or her independence of judgment in the exercise of
his or her official duties.

1.38—Undue influence

A member of the Senate shall not use his or her influence as a Senator
in any matter that involves substantial conflict between his or her per-
sonal interest and his or her duties in the public interest.

1.39—Disclosure and disqualification

A Senator shall disclose any personal, private, or professional interest
in a bill that would inure to that Senator’s special private gain or the
special gain of any principal to whom the Senator is obligated. Such
disclosure shall be filed with the Secretary of the Senate for reporting
in the Journal immediately following the record of the vote on the mea-
sure. Such disclosure may explain the logic of voting or of his or her
disqualification.

1.40—Senate employees and conflicts
Senate employees shall be accountable to the intent of this Rule.
1.41—Advisory opinions

All questions relating to the interpretation and enforcement of these
Rules concerning legislative conduct and ethics shall be referred to the
Committee on Rules and Calendar or shall emanate therefrom. A mem-
ber of the Senate may submit a factual situation to the Committee on
Rules and Calendar with a request for an advisory opinion establishing
the standard of public duty. The Committee shall enter its opinion re-
sponding to each inquiry. All opinions shall, after hearing, be numbered,
dated, and published in the Journal of the Senate. No opinion shall
identify the requesting Senator without the Senator’s consent.

1.42—Violations; hearings, penalties

Any person may file a sworn complaint with the chairman of the
Committee on Rules and Calendar, alleging a violation by a Senator of
the Rules regulating conduct and ethics. The complaint shall state de-
tailed facts, shall specify the actions of the named Senator which form
the basis for the complaint, and shall identify the specific Rule(s) be-
lieved by the complainant to have been violated by the Senator. Upon a
determination by the chairman that there are sufficient grounds for
review, the complaint shall be referred either to the committee or, at the
option of the chairman, to a special master, for a hearing. The committee
or special master may adopt rules of procedure for conduct of the pro-
ceedings. The committee or special master shall give reasonable notice
to the Senator who is alleged to have violated the Rules and shall grant
the Senator an opportunity to be heard. A special master’s report and
recommendation is advisory only and shall be made to the chairman as
soon as practicable after the close of the hearing. The committee’s report
and recommendation shall be made as soon as practicable.

Separately from any prosecutions or penalties otherwise provided by
law, a Senator determined to have violated the requirements of the Rule
regulating ethics and conduct may be censured, reprimanded, or ex-
pelled. Such determination and disciplinary action shall be taken by a
two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Senate, on recommendation of the Committee
on Rules and Calendar.

PART FIVE—PUBLIC MEETINGS AND RECORDS
1.43—Open meetings

(a) All meetings at which legislative business is discussed among
any two or more Senators shall be open to the public except meetings
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between two Senators to exchange information provided the purpose of
the meeting between the two Senators is not to agree upon final action
that will be taken at a subsequent meeting. Discussions on the floor
while the Senate is in session and discussions among Senators in a
committee room during committee meetings shall be deemed to be in
compliance with this rule.

(b) All meetings shall be subject to appropriate order and decorum
at the discretion of the person conducting the meeting.

(¢) For purposes of this rule “legislative business” is defined as issues
pending before, or upon which foreseeable action is reasonably expected
to be taken by, the Senate, a Senate Committee or Senate Subcommit-
tee.

1.44—Notice required for certain meetings

(a) A written notice of the following meetings at which legislative
business is to be discussed shall be filed with the Secretary of the Senate.
While the legislature is not in regular or special session and during the
first fifty (50) days of a regular session, the notice shall be filed not later
than four (4) hours before the scheduled time of the meeting. After the
fiftieth (50th) day of a regular session and during a special session, the
notice shall be filed not later than two (2) hours before the scheduled
time of the meeting:

1. meetings of the President of the Senate (or a Senator designated
to represent the President) with the Governor, or with the Speaker of the
House of Representatives (or a representative designated to represent
the Speaker);

2. meetings of a majority of the Senators who constitute the member-
ship of any Senate committee or subcommittee;

3. steering meetings of the chairman of the Committee on Appropria-
tions Budget with the chairmen of the standing subcommittees of the
Committee on Appropriations Budget; and

4. meetings called by the President or the President’s designee, of a
majority of the chairmen of the Senate’s standing committees.

(b) Notices of meetings required by Rule 1.44 shall be filed by or at
the direction of the person(s) at whose call the meeting is convened; shall
state the date, time, and place of the meeting; shall contain a brief
description of the general subject matter scheduled to be discussed. In
the case of a meeting required to be noticed pursuant to this rule, if the
meeting is to take place at or after 10:00 p.m. then the notice must be
delivered to the Secretary by 5:00 p.m. Notices of such meetings shall
appear in the daily calendar.

In the event the times required for notice under Rule 1.44 are not
sufficient to permit publication in a daily or interim calendar, the Secre-
tary shall post a copy of each such notice on a bulletin board provided
for this purpose in the public corridor leading to the Senate Chamber.
The Secretary of the Senate shall make a diligent effort to give actual
notice to the representatives of the press of all noncalendared meeting
notices posted.

(c) Political caucuses are exempt from the foregoing notice require-
ments. Political caucuses shall be open to the public in accordance with
Rule 1.43 and noticed in accordance with this rule when issues then
pending before, or upon which foreseeable action is reasonably expected
to be taken by, the Senate, a Senate Committee or Senate Subcommittee
are discussed. Political caucuses held for the sole purpose of designating
a President, a President Pro Tempore, a Minority Leader or a Minority
Leader Pro Tempore need not be open or noticed.

1.45—Violations of rules on open meetings and notice

Intentional violations of Rules 1.43 and 1.44 constitute violations of
the Rules regulating legislative ethics and conduct and shall be subject
to the procedures and penalties prescribed in Rule 1.42.

1.441—Constitutional requirements concerning open meetings

All legislative committee and subcommittee meetings and joint confer-
ence committee meetings, shall be open and noticed to the public.

All prearranged gatherings, between more than two members of the
legislature, or between the Governor, the President of the Senate, or the
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Speaker of the House of Representatives, the purpose of which is to
agree upon formal legislative action that will be taken at a subsequent
time, or at which formal legislative action is taken, regarding pending
legislation or amendments shall be reasonably open to the public.

In cases of conflict between this rule and any other rule of the Senate
the rule providing greater notice or public access shall prevail.

1.443—Reapportionment information

All Senators shall have equal access to the Senate electronic redistrict-
ing system, census data, and all other information promulgated by, er
maintained by, or available to, the fermer Committee on Reapportion-
ment for the analysis of legislative and congressional redistricting plans.

1.444—Legislative records; maintenance, control, destruction,
disposal, and disposition

Public records, not exempted from public disclosure, may be inspected
by any person desiring to do so at reasonable times, under reasonable
conditions, and under supervision of the person who has custody of the
records, or that person’s designee.

The following standing committee, standing subcommittee and select
committee public records, not exempted from disclosure, shall be re-
tained by each staff director until biennially transferred to the Division
of Library and Information Services of the Department of State via its
Legislative Library Division: copies of bills, amendments, vote sheets,
staff analyses, and fiscal notes; meeting files including agendas and
appearance cards; files relating to assigned projects; final staff reports
submitted to subcommittees or committees; final reports submitted by
subcommittees or committees; correspondence sent or received; and
audio recordings of committee meetings. At the time of transfer, the
actual correspondence to be sent to the Department of State shall consist
only of correspondence which relates to other committee public records
required by this rule to be transferred. Records not transferred may be
otherwise disposed of or destroyed.

Except for records specifically required by law or Senate Rule to be
filed or retained, district office records and constituents records may be
retained by the district office until those records become obsolete, at
which point they may be otherwise disposed of or destroyed.

Public records, not exempted from public disclosure, created or re-
ceived by the President, President Pro Tempore, or Secretary of the
Senate shall be retained by that officer as specifically required by law
or Senate rule until transferred to the Division of Library and Informa-
tion Services of the Department of State via its Legislative Library
Division. Records not transferred may be otherwise disposed of or de-
stroyed.

The Secretary shall, with the approval of the President, establish a
reasonable fee for copies of public legislative records not exempted from
public disclosure. Such fees shall be based upon the actual cost of dupli-
cation of the record and shall include the material and supplies used to
duplicate the record but not the labor cost or overhead cost associated
with such duplication. If the nature or volume of records requested to be
inspected or copied is such as to require extensive use of information
technology resources or extensive clerical or supervisory assistance by
employees of the Senate, a special service charge in addition to the
actual cost of duplication may be imposed. Such a special service charge
shall be reasonable and based on the cost incurred for the extensive use
of information technology resources or the labor cost of employees pro-
viding the service that is actually incurred by the Senate or attributable
to the Senate for the clerical and supervisory assistance required. How-
ever, when obtained from the Office of the Secretary, a standing commit-
tee, standing subcommittee or select committee, there shall be no charge
for a single copy of a bill other than a general appropriations bill, or for
a single copy of any other public record required by law or Senate rule
to be created.

Once the retention period for a public record, not exempted from
public disclosure, has expired, the public record may be otherwise dis-
posed of or destroyed. A public record need not be retained if it is pub-
lished or retained by another legislative office. Only one (1) copy of a
public record need be retained, additional copies of that record may be
destroyed at any time. In the case of mass mailings, only one (1) repre-
sentative copy of the mailing, or an abstract, need be retained.
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For the purpose of this rule, a member’s district office shall include the
offices each member retains for the transaction of official legislative
business in his or her respective district and the offices located in the
Senate Office Building or the Capitol in Tallahassee assigned to each
member.

The following public records are exempt from inspection and copying:

Records, or information contained therein, held by the legislative
branch of government which, if held by an agency as defined in section
119.011, Florida Statutes, or any other unit of government, would be
confidential or exempt from the provisions of section 119.07(1), Florida
Statutes, or otherwise exempt from public disclosure, and records or
information of the same type held by the Legislature.

A formal complaint about a member or officer of the Legislature or
about a lobbyist and the records relating to the complaint, until the
complaint is dismissed, a determination as to probable cause has been
made, a determination that there are sufficient grounds for review has
been made and no probable cause panel is to be appointed, or the respon-
dent has requested in writing that the President of the Senate or the
Speaker of the House of Representatives make public the complaint or
other records relating to the complaint, whichever occurs first.

A legislatively produced draft, and a legislative request for a draft, of
a bill, resolution, memorial, or legislative rule, and an amendment
thereto, which is not provided to any person other than the member or
members who requested the draft, an employee of the Legislature, a
contract employee or consultant retained by the Legislature, or an officer
of the Legislature.

A draft of a bill analysis or fiscal note until the bill analysis or fiscal
note is provided to a person other than an employee of the Legislature,
a contract employee or consultant retained by the Legislature, or an
officer of the Legislature.

A draft, and a request for a draft, of a reapportionment plan or redis-
tricting plan and an amendment thereto. Any supporting documents
associated with such plan or amendment until a bill implementing the
plan, or the amendment, is filed.

Records prepared for or used in executive sessions of the Senate until
10 years after the date on which the executive session was held.

Portions of records of former legislative investigating committees
whose records are sealed or confidential as of June 30, 1993, which may
reveal the identity of any witness, any person who was a subject of the
inquiry, or any person referred to in testimony, documents, or evidence
retained in the committee’s records; however, this exemption does not
apply to a member of the committee, its staff, or any public official who
was not a subject of the inquiry.

Requests by members for an advisory opinion concerning the applica-
tion of the rules of either house pertaining to ethics, unless the member
requesting the opinion authorizes in writing the release of such informa-
tion. All advisory opinions shall be open to inspection except that the
identity of the member shall not be disclosed in the opinion unless the
member requesting the opinion authorizes in writing the release of such
information.

Portions of correspondence held by the legislative branch which, if
disclosed, would reveal: information otherwise exempt from disclosure
by law; an individual’s medical treatment, history, or condition; the
identity or location of an individual if there is a substantial likelihood
that releasing such information would jeopardize the health or safety of
that individual; or information regarding physical abuse, child abuse,
spouse abuse, or abuse of the elderly.

Any Senate record created prior to July 1, 1993, which was so desig-
nated by the President on June 30, 1993, shall remain exempt from
inspection and copying after July 1, 1993. Records held by joint commit-
tees, commissions or offices of the legislature, that were jointly deter-
mined by the presiding officers of both houses to remain exempt from
inspection and copying after July 1, 1993, remain exempt.

For purposes of this section, “public record” means all documents,
papers, letters, maps, books, tapes, photographs, films, sound record-
ings, or other material, regardless of physical form or characteristics,
made or received pursuant to law or ordinance or in connection with the
transaction of official business by the legislative branch.
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RULE TWO

COMMITTEES, OFFICERS, MEMBERS,
VOTING, MOTIONS, DECORUM, AND DEBATE

PART ONE—COMMITTEES—ORGANIZATION, DUTIES, AND
RESPONSIBILITIES

2.1—Standing committees; standing subcommittees

Permanent standing committees and standing subcommittees, when
created and designated, by rule of the Senate, shall exist and function
both during and between sessions. The President shall appoint the mem-
bership of the following named standing committees and standing sub-
committees provided that each standing committee shall consist of not
less than five (5) members:

Agriculture and Consumer Services

Banking-and-Insurance

Appropriations Budget

Subcommittee on Education

Subcommittee on General Government
Subcommittee on Health and Human Services
Subcommittee on Public Safety and Judiciary

Banking and Insurance

Children and Families

Commerce and Economic Opportunities
Comprehensive Planning, Local and Military Affairs
Criminal Justice

Education

Ethics and Elections

Fiseal-Policy
Finance and Taxation Fiseal Resouree
Governmental Oversight and Productivity

Health, Aging and Long-Term Care

Judiciary

Natural Resources

Reapportionment
Subcommittee on Congressional Apportionment and Redistricting
Subcommittee on Legislative Apportionment and Redistricting

Regulated Industries

Rules and Calendar

Transportation

Each standing committee or the chairman thereof may appoint a se-
lect subcommittee to study or investigate a specific matter falling within
the jurisdiction of the standing committee or to consider a bill referred
to it. The President of the Senate shall be promptly notified of the
appointment of select subcommittees, their assignment, the time al-
lowed for the assignment, and shall be notified on completion of the
assignment. Select subcommittees shall be regulated by the Senate
Rules of Procedure regulating standing subcommittees, except that se-
lect subcommittees shall exist only for the time necessary to complete
their assignments and report to their standing committees, and not to
exceed thirty (30) days. The advisory reports by select subcommittees
whether favorable or unfavorable shall be reviewed by the standing
committee and accepted, amended, or rejected by majority vote of those
present.

2.2—Powers and responsibilities of committees

Permanent standing committees and standing subcommittees are
authorized: (a) to maintain a continuous review of the work of the state
agencies concerned with their subject areas and the performance of the
functions of government within each subject area; (b) to invite public
officials, employees and private individuals to appear before the commit-
tees or subcommittees to submit information; (¢) to request reports from
departments performing functions reasonably related to the committees’
jurisdictions; and (d) to complete the interim projects assigned by the
President.

In order to carry out its duties, each standing committee or standing
subcommittee has the reasonable right and authority to inspect and
investigate the books, records, papers, documents, data, operation, and
physical plant of any public agency in this state.

In order to carry out the committee’s duties, the chairman of each
standing committee, standing subcommittee, and select committee may
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request the President to issue subpoenas, subpoenas duces tecum, and
other necessary process to compel the attendance of witnesses and the
production of any books, letters, or other documentary evidence required
by such committee. The President may issue said process at the request
of the committee chairman. Any member of a standing committee, stand-
ing subcommittee, or select committee may administer all oaths and
affirmations, in the manner prescribed by law, to witnesses who appear
before such committees to testify in any matter requiring evidence.

2.3—Committee reports

Before a regular session of the legislature convenes, each standing
committee shall prepare a report of its findings, recommendations, and
proposed legislation on its authorized interim projects, and file same
with the President of the Senate and the Secretary of the Senate.

Before a regular session of the legislature convenes, each standing
subcommittee shall prepare a report of its findings, recommendations,
and proposed legislation on its authorized interim projects, and submit
same to the chairman of the standing committee for consideration by
such committee.

Within thirty (30) days following sine die adjournment of a regular
session, each standing committee shall provide information on the public
business assigned to it since the regular session of the preceding year.

2.4—Committee staffing

A committee shall be staffed with personnel, subject to guidelines and
criteria authorized by the President. The staff shall be also subject to the
pay and classification code of the Senate. The President may authorize
joint utilization of personnel with the House of Representatives and may
authorize the Senate to share in the cost.

2.5—Committee utilization of federal funds

No committee shall make application for or utilize federal funds, per-
sonnel, services, or facilities unless approval is obtained from the Com-
mittee on Rules and Calendar.

2.6—Notice of committee meetings

Notice of meetings of standing committees, standing subcommittees
and select committees shall be published in the daily calendar. No com-
mittee shall consider any bill during the first fifty (50) days of any
regular session until proper notice is published in the calendar for the
two legislative days preceding and the day of such committee meeting.
Thereafter, meetings of standing committees, standing subcommittees,
and select committees scheduled in accordance with Rule 2.9 may be
held following an announcement by the chairman of the committee or
subcommittee or, in his or her absence, the vice-chairman while the
Senate is in session and the posting of a notice on a bulletin board in the
public corridor leading to the Senate Chamber for at least four (4) hours
in advance of the meeting. The chairman of a committee or subcommit-
tee or in his or her absence, the vice-chairman, shall provide the Secre-
tary’s office with written information concerning meetings that shall
include the date, time, and place of the meeting together with the name
of the introducer, short title, and number of each bill to be considered.

At least seven (7) days prior to the meeting of a standing committee
or standing subcommittee, while the legislature is not in session, a
notice of the meeting, stating the number of each bill to be considered,
date, time, and place, shall be filed with the Secretary of the Senate. The
Secretary shall give notice to the membership and the public.

2.7—Bills recommitted

A bill reported by a standing committee without proper notice shall be
recommitted to the committee reporting the same on the point of order
being made within two (2) days after such report is printed in the Jour-
nal. The committee to which the bill is thus committed shall proceed to
reconsider it and shall report on it as if originally referred.

A bill reported by a standing subcommittee to its standing committee
without proper notice shall be recommitted to the subcommittee report-
ing same on the point of order made during the standing committee
meeting at which the bill was reported by the subcommittee. The sub-
committee to which the bill is thus committed shall proceed to reconsider
it and shall report on it as if originally referred.
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2.8—Notice of hearing; publication

For publication in the daily calendar, notice of standing committee or
standing subcommittee meetings shall be delivered to the Secretary’s
office in writing by 4:30 p.m. on the day preceding its intended publica-
tion. If such day is a Friday, delivery shall be by 2:30 p.m. Hearing
notices shall appear in the daily calendar.

2.9—Committee meetings; committee meetings after 50th day

Each standing committee and standing subcommittee shall consider
the public business assigned to it as expeditiously as possible and
proper. To facilitate this, the President shall group the standing commit-
tees and subcommittees to provide each with an opportunity to meet
without conflicting with the meetings of other committees.

The Committee on Rules and Calendar or the Special Order Calendar
designees provided for in Rule 4.17 shall, with approval of the President,
provide a schedule of days, hours, and places for the meeting of commit-
tees for the regular session and during the interim, and deliver a copy
of same to each Senator. However, no committee shall meet before
7:00 a.m. nor meet or continue to meet after 9:00 p.m. This scheduling
shall not limit the powers of the chairman of a standing committee or
subcommittee as provided in these Rules.

Unless approved by the Committee on Rules and Calendar, no com-
mittee shall meet after the fiftieth (50th) day of any regular session
except the Committee on Rules and Calendar.

2.10—When, where committees meet

Each committee or subcommittee, standing or select, shall meet in the
place and within the time assigned for its use by the Committee on Rules
and Calendar and notice of such assignment shall be posted by the
Secretary of the Senate on a bulletin board provided for this purpose in
the public corridor leading into the Senate Chamber. The committee
chairman may arrange with the Committee on Rules and Calendar for
evening or other special meetings. No committee except the Committee
on Rules and Calendar shall meet while the Senate is in session without
the consent of the majority of the Senate present.

2.11—Attendance by sponsor of bill

The introducer of a bill shall attend the meeting of the committee
before which such bill is noticed as provided in these Rules. Such intro-
ducer may discharge this duty by sending another legislator, his or her
legislative assistant or committee staff member, or any other represent-
ative having written permission to speak for the bill. Unless a majority
of the committee members present shall decide otherwise, bills shall be
considered when reached on the committee agenda notwithstanding the
absence of the sponsor or anyone authorized by these Rules to appear on
his or her behalf.

2.12—Order of business

Bills shall be considered in the order appearing in the notice required
by these Rules, except that the chairman may, in his or her sole discre-
tion, consider a bill out of its order to accommodate the presence of a
Senator or Representative who is the prime introducer thereof.

A bill shall be considered out of its order on the committee calendar
on unanimous consent of those present obtained in the following man-
ner: Prior to consideration of the motion, the Senator moving for unani-
mous consent of those present shall orally give the committee not less
than fifteen (15) minutes’ notice of the Senator’s intention to move and
shall specify the number of the bill. On the entertainment of the motion,
the moving Senator shall be allowed one (1) minute to explain his or her
purpose, and unanimous consent of those present shall be given or re-
fused without further debate.

2.13—Open meetings

All committee meetings shall be open to the public, subject always to
the powers and authority of the chairman to maintain order and deco-
rum. If any matter is reported on the basis of a poll of the committee,
such matters shall be referred to such committee on a point of order
made prior to final passage thereof.
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2.14—Time for consideration of bills

A bill that has been introduced and referred to committee can be
removed only on motion of the sponsor and by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of
those present. However, any bill that has been in committee fifteen (15)
legislative days or more without an extension of time having been
granted may be removed from committee on motion of the sponsor. Such
motion, when made, shall carry over for a period of five (5) legislative
days to give the committee of reference time to meet. Failure of the
committee to meet and consider such bill within said time will permit the
sponsor of the bill to remove it from committee on a point of order,
providing no bill may be thus withdrawn from the Committee on Appro-
priations Badget during the first thirty (30) days of a regular session.

Except by unanimous consent of those present, no bill shall be consid-
ered by the Senate after the fiftieth (50th) day of a regular session if the
bill or a companion measure has not been first reported favorably by at
least one Senate committee.

2.15—Standing committee duties in deliberation

It shall be the duty of standing committees to report all matters re-
ferred to them either (a) favorably, (b) favorably with committee amend-
ment(s), (¢c) favorably with committee substitute as defined in these
Rules, or (d) unfavorably. The vote of the members of a standing commit-
tee or subcommittee on final passage of any measure shall be recorded.
Upon the request of any two (2) members of a committee or subcommit-
tee the vote on any other matter, properly before the committee, shall
be recorded. After such report has been received by the Secretary, no
matter so reported shall be recommitted to a committee except by two-
thirds (2/3) vote of those present in session.

Such reports shall also reflect (e) the time and place of the meeting at
which the action was taken, and (f) the vote of each member of the
committee on the motion to report each bill or resolution. A bill filed for
introduction by a committee shall be accompanied by such report. The
Secretary shall enter in the Journal the action of the committee, but
shall not include that portion of the report required by items (e) and (f).
Reports of committees shall be preserved pursuant to law.

In reporting a Senate measure, a standing committee may draft a new
measure embracing the same general subject matter, to be returned to
the Senate with the recommendation that the substitute be considered
in lieu of the original measure (or measures). Proposed substitutes shall
be filed with the committee administrative assistant no less than two (2)
hours prior to any committee meeting at which a recommendation of the
substitute is adopted unless the substitute is merely a combination of
the noticed bill(s) and amendments offered in compliance with Rule 2.39.
Copies of substitutes shall be furnished to committee members’ offices
immediately upon filing with the committee administrative assistant,
and made reasonably available by the committee administrative assis-
tant before the meeting, upon request, to the members of the committee
and to the public. The substitute measure must be accompanied by the
original measure (or measures) referred to the committee and returned
to the Secretary in the same manner as a favorable report. No other
standing committee of reference shall consider the original measure (or
measures) but shall direct its attention to the substitute measure. A
committee receiving a committee substitute from a prior committee of
reference may also report a committee substitute and shall not be pre-
cluded from doing so with the substance of the bill (or bills) as originally
introduced. When the original measure is reached on the calendar, the
substitute shall be read a first time by title, the original proposition shall
be automatically tabled, and the substitute considered in lieu of without
motion. The substitute shall carry the identifying number (or numbers)
of the original and shall be returned to the Secretary in the same number
of copies required for first introduction of a similar measure. The name
of the introducer of the original measure (or measures) shall be shown
by the committee administrative assistant on the committee substitute
unless the said introducer requests that it be omitted. A committee
substitute may be co-sponsored by a Senator whose signature is affixed
to the original. A Senate committee may not recommend a Senate com-
mittee substitute for a House bill.

All standing committee reports shall be signed by the chairman or, in
his or her absence, the vice-chairman and shall be filed with the Secre-
tary’s office as soon as practicable, but not later than 4:30 p.m. on the
next legislative day except a committee drafting and recommending a
committee substitute shall file such committee report no later than
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4:30 p.m. of the second legislative day. These reports must be accompa-
nied by the original bill. Each report by a committee must set forth the
identifying number of the measure; if amendments are proposed by the
committee, the words “with amendments” shall follow the identifying
number. Committee amendments shall be printed in full on proper
forms, numbered serially, and attached to the measure. All measures
reported unfavorably shall be laid on the table.

2.16—Standing subcommittee reports

It shall be the duty of standing subcommittees to report all measures
referred to them directly to the full parent standing committee, which
shall promptly certify a copy to the Secretary of the Senate. The standing
subcommittee shall report all measures either (a) favorably, (b) favor-
ably with committee amendments, (c) favorably with committee substi-
tute as defined in these Rules, or (d) unfavorably.

Such reports shall also reflect (e) the time and place of the meeting at
which the action was taken, and (f) the vote of each member of the
subcommittee on the motion to report each bill or resolution.

In reporting a bill to the full parent standing committee, a standing
subcommittee may draft a new measure, embracing the same general
subject matter, to be returned to the full parent standing committee with
the recommendation that the substitute be considered in lieu of the
original measure. The substitute measure must be accompanied by the
original measure referred to the standing subcommittee and returned to
the full parent standing committee in the same manner as a favorable
report.

All standing subcommittee reports shall be signed by the chairman or,
in the chairman’s absence, the vice-chairman and shall be made on
forms prescribed by the Secretary of the Senate. Each report by a stand-
ing subcommittee must set forth the identifying number of the measure;
if amendments are proposed by the standing subcommittee, the words
“with amendments” shall follow the identifying number. Standing sub-
committee amendments shall be printed in full on proper forms, num-
bered serially, and attached to the measure.

All bills reported unfavorably shall be laid on the table when the
standing committee considers the standing subcommittee’s report. On
motion by any member of the committee, adopted by a two-thirds (2/3)
vote of the committee members present, the same may be taken from the
table. When a bill is thus removed from the table by a standing commit-
tee, it shall receive a hearing de novo and witnesses shall be permitted
to testify.

When a bill with a favorable report by a standing subcommittee is
considered by the standing committee, no additional testimony shall be
permitted except on vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the standing committee
members present before final action is taken; however, debate by mem-
bers of the standing committee shall be allowed. This Rule shall also
apply to reports on budgetary matters by the standing subcommittees
of the Committee on Appropriations Budget for inclusion in the general
appropriations bill.

2.17—Quorum of committee

A committee or standing subcommittee is actually assembled only
when a quorum constituting a majority of the members of that commit-
tee is present in person. Any bill or resolution reported in violation of
this Rule shall be recommitted by the President when it is called to the
President’s attention by a Senator.

2.18—Prefiled bills

On receipt from the Secretary of each prefiled bill and if the President
has not previously designated a standing subcommittee of reference, the
chairman of a committee shall either refer to a standing subcommittee,
refer to a select committee as otherwise provided in these Rules, or place
on the agenda for a meeting of the standing committee. In any event, the
chairman shall concurrently notify the Secretary of the Senate of his or
her action on forms provided for such report. The chairman of the stand-
ing subcommittee, select committee, or of the standing committee thus
possessing jurisdiction of a prefiled bill shall, with the concurrence of the
President, determine the time and place for the hearing during which
such bill is to be considered and notify the Secretary as required by these
Rules.
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Committees having jurisdiction of prefiled bills shall expedite the
business of such committee and shall file reports as soon as practicable
after each hearing, except that the Committee on Appropriations Budget
shall not be required to file such report of a prefiled bill defined in these
Rules.

A prefiled bill introduced solely by a Senator who will not be a Senator
at the next regular session of the legislature shall be reported unfavor-
ably without notice or hearing.

2.19—Conference committee in deliberation

All meetings of Senate conferees with House conferees at which the
business of the conference committee is discussed shall be open to the
public subject to proper order and decorum. Meetings between a major-
ity of the members of a conference committee may be held following a
notice being filed with the Secretary of the Senate by or at the direction
of the person calling the meeting, at least two (2) hours in advance of the
meeting, and after the fiftieth (50) day of a regular session and during
a special session, not less than one (1) hour in advance of the meeting.
The notice shall indicate the names of the conferees and scheduled
participants, the date, the time, and the location of the meeting.

Conference committees shall consider and report only on the differ-
ences existing between the Senate and the House, and no substance
foreign to the bills before the conferees shall be included in the report
or considered by the Senate.

A conference committee may only report by recommending the adop-
tion of a series of amendments to the House or Senate bill that was the
subject of the conference, or it may offer an amendment striking every-
thing after the enacting clause of any such bill referred to the Commit-
tee. Such amendments shall accompany the conference committee re-
port, which shall be attached to the original measure submitted to con-
ference. In any event the conference committee may recommend, as part
of its report, the adoption or rejection of any or all of the amendments
theretofore adopted by either House. Conference reports must be ap-
proved and signed by a majority of the managers on the part of each
House. All final actions taken in conference committee shall be by mo-
tion.

Each report shall contain a statement sufficiently explicit to inform
the Senate of the effect of the report on the measure to which it relates.

When any bill or joint resolution is referred by the President to a
conference committee, a notice of the following meetings to discuss mat-
ters relating to the conference, stating the names of the conferees and
scheduled participants, and the date, time, and place for the meeting,
shall be filed with the Secretary of the Senate by or at the direction of
the person(s) at whose call the meeting is convened, not less than two
(2) hours preceding the time for the meeting, and after the fiftieth (50th)
day of a regular session and during a special session, not less than one
(1) hour preceding the time for the meeting:

1. meetings between the President (or a Senator designated to repre-
sent the President), the Governor, and the Speaker of the House (or a
Representative designated to represent the Speaker);

2. meetings between a majority of the members of any subcommittee
of the conference committee;

3. meetings between the President or any Senator(s) designated to
represent the President and a conferee from the House of Representa-
tives, or any meeting between a conferee from the Senate with the
Speaker of the House of Representatives or any Representative(s) desig-
nated to represent the Speaker; and

4. meetings of a majority of the Senate conferees; and when the bill
or joint resolution that is the subject of the conference committee deals
primarily with the general appropriations act or revenue matters, any
meeting of three (3) or more conferees on the part of the Senate.

Notice of meetings, as scheduled, between the chairman of the Sen-
ate’s conferees with the chairman of the House’s conferees, or between
respective Senate and House subcommittee chairmen with each other,
shall be posted on a bulletin board provided for this purpose in the public
corridor leading to the Senate Chamber. In the case of the appropria-
tions conference, said notice shall also be posted on a bulletin board
outside the door of the office of the Committee on Appropriations Budget.
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All meetings for which notice is required pursuant to this Rule shall
be held in the Capitol, the Senate Office Building, the Knott Building,
or the House Office Building, but shall not be held in the Chamber of
either house while it is in session.

When any bill or joint resolution is referred to a conference committee
and the conferees on the part of the Senate report an inability to agree,
no action of the Senate taken prior to such reference to a conference
committee shall preclude further action on the measure as the Senate
may determine.

After Senate conferees have been appointed for seven (7) calendar
days and have failed to make a report, it is a motion of the highest
privilege to move to discharge said conferees and to appoint new confer-
ees, or to instruct said conferees, and this motion shall have precedence
over all other questions except motions to adjourn and questions of
privilege. Further, during the last six (6) calendar days allowed under
the Constitution for any regular session, it shall be a privileged motion
to move to discharge, appoint, or instruct Senate conferees after the
Senate conferees have been appointed thirty-six (36) hours without hav-
ing made a report.

PART TWO—COMMITTEES—OFFICERS
2.20—Appointment of Chairman and Vice-Chairman

A chairman and a vice-chairman of each standing committee shall be
appointed by the President preceding the regular session held each odd-
numbered year and shall continue in office at the pleasure of the Presi-
dent. The President shall also appoint a chairman for each standing
subcommittee and select committee authorized by these Rules and may
designate a vice-chairman, both of whom shall continue in office at the
pleasure of the President.

2.21—Calling committee to order

The chairman or, in the chairman’s absence, the vice-chairman, shall
call the committee to order at the hour provided by these Rules. On the
appearance of a quorum the committee shall proceed with the order of
business. Any member of the committee may question the existence of
a quorum.

2.22—Chairman’s control

The chairman or vice-chairman shall preserve order and decorum and
shall have general control of the committee room. If there is a disturb-
ance or disorderly conduct in the committee room, the chairman or vice-
chairman may require participants in the disturbance to clear the room.

2.23—Chairman’s authority; appeals

The chairman shall sign all notices, vouchers, subpoenas or reports
required or permitted by these Rules. The chairman shall decide all
questions of order, subject to an appeal by any Senator, and the appeal
shall be certified by the chairman to the Senate for a decision by the
President during the daily session of the Senate next following such
certification. The ruling shall be entered in the Journal, shall constitute
binding precedent on all committees of the Senate, and shall be subject
to appeal as any other question. The chairman may, or on the vote of a
majority of the committee members present shall, certify a question of
parliamentary procedure to the President as contemplated by the Rule
without a formal appeal. Such a certified question shall be disposed of
by the President as if it had been on appeal. The perfection of an appeal
or the certification of a question pursuant to this Rule shall not consti-
tute an automatic stay to further legislative action on the measure under
consideration.

2.24—Chairman, Vice-Chairman; vote

The chairman and vice-chairman shall vote on all matters before such
committee. The name of the chairman shall be called last.

2.25—Temporary alternate to Chairman

The chairman may name any member of the committee to perform the
duties of the chair if such substitution shall not extend beyond such
meeting. In the chairman’s absence and/or omission to make such ap-
pointment, the vice-chairman shall act during his or her absence.
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2.26—Vice-Chairman’s duties

On the death, incapacitation, or resignation of the chairman, the vice-
chairman shall perform the duties of the office until the President shall
appoint a successor. In the absence of the chairman, the vice-chairman
shall act as chairman.

PART THREE—COMMITTEES—MEMBERS
2.27—Members’ attendance, voting, proxy

Every member of a committee shall be in attendance during each of
its meetings, unless excused or necessarily prevented, and shall vote on
each question except that no member of a committee shall be required
or permitted to vote on any question immediately concerning that mem-
ber’s private rights as distinct from the public interest.

The chairman may excuse any Senator for just cause from attendance
at meetings of his or her committee for any stated period, and this
excused absence shall be noted on the committee’s records.

Failure to attend two (2) consecutive regular meetings, unless excused
from attendance in the Senate on those days as provided in these Rules
or by the chairman of the committee, shall constitute automatic with-
drawal from the committee.

No member of any committee shall be allowed to vote by proxy. A
majority of all the committee members present shall agree by their votes
on the disposition of any bill or other matter considered by the commit-
tee.

PART FOUR—COMMITTEES—VOTING
2.28—Taking the vote

The chairman shall declare all votes and shall cause same to be en-
tered on the records of the committee, but if any member questions a
vote, then by a show of hands by three(3) two (2)* members the chair-
man shall count the yeas and nays. When the committee shall be equally
divided, the question shall be lost.

*[Technical change by the Secretary of the Senate. Conforms Rule 2.28
to provisions of Article III, Section 4(c) of the State Constitution, and
makes Rule 2.28 consistent with Rule 2.15 which was amended in 1991.]

A Senator may request to (a) change his or her vote or (b) vote before
the results of a roll call are announced. After the results have been
announced, a Senator with unanimous consent of those present may
change his or her vote or vote. If the vote alters the final action of the
committee, no change of vote or vote shall be valid until the measure has
been recalled to the committee for further consideration. On request of
a member prior to consideration of other business, the chairman shall
order a verification of a vote.

2.29—Pairing prohibited
No pairing shall be permitted by the committee.
2.30—Casting vote for another

No Senator shall cast a vote for another Senator, nor shall any person
not a Senator cast a vote for a Senator. In addition to such penalties as
may be prescribed by law, any Senator who shall vote or attempt to vote
for another Senator may be punished as the Senate may deem proper.
Also, any person not a Senator who shall vote in the place of a Senator
shall be excluded from the committee for the remainder of the session.

2.31—Explanation of vote

No Senator shall be permitted to defer or explain his or her vote during
a roll call, but may submit his or her explanation in writing and file it
with the chairman. This explanation shall be kept as part of the commit-
tee record and a copy filed with the Secretary of the Senate.

PART FIVE—COMMITTEES—MOTIONS AND PRECEDENCE

2.32—Motions; how made, withdrawn

Every motion may be made orally. On request of the chairman, a
Senator shall submit his or her motion in writing. After a motion has
been stated or read by the chairman, it shall be deemed to be in posses-
sion of the committee without a second, and shall be disposed of by vote
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of the committee members present. The mover may withdraw a motion,
except a motion to reconsider, at any time before the same has been
amended, or before a vote shall have commenced.

2.33—Motions; precedence

When a question is under debate, the chairman shall receive no mo-
tion except:
1. To rise
To take a recess
To reconsider
To limit debate
To temporarily postpone pass
To postpone to a day certain
To commit to a select subcommittee
8. To amend

N o wh

which shall have precedence in the descending order given.

The chairman shall propound all questions in the order in which they
are moved unless the subsequent motion be previous in nature.

When a motion is under consideration, but prior to the commencement
of the vote, a substitute motion shall be in order. Only one substitute
shall be considered and the substitute shall be in the same order of
precedence.

2.34—Division of question

A Senator may call for a division of a question when the sense will
admit of it. A motion to strike out and insert shall be deemed indivisible;
a motion to strike out, being lost, shall neither preclude amendment nor
a motion to strike out and insert.

2.35—Reconsideration generally

When a question has been decided by a committee, any Senator voting
with the prevailing side may move for reconsideration of the question.
Also when a question has been decided by voice vote, any member,
during the meeting at which the vote was taken, may so move. Such
motion may be made pending a motion to rise or if the time of adjourn-
ment has arrived. Consideration of a motion to reconsider shall be a
special and continuing order of business for the succeeding committee
meeting, and, unless considered during such meeting, shall be consid-
ered abandoned. If the committee shall refuse to consider or, upon con-
sideration, shall confirm its first decision, no further motion to recon-
sider shall be in order except upon unanimous consent of those present.
During the last fourteen (14) days of a regular session, a motion to
reconsider shall be made and considered during the meeting at which
the original vote was taken.

2.36—Reconsideration; vote required

The affirmative votes of a majority of the committee present shall be
required to adopt a motion to reconsider.

2.37—Reconsideration; debate allowed

Debate shall be allowed on a motion to reconsider only when the
question is debatable. When debate on a motion to reconsider is in order,
no Senator shall speak thereon more than once nor longer than five (5)
minutes.

2.38—Reconsideration; collateral matters

A motion to reconsider a collateral matter must be disposed of during
the course of the consideration of the main subject to which it is related,
and such motion shall be out of order after the committee has passed to
other business.

PART SIX—COMMITTEES—AMENDMENTS

2.39—Amendments; form, notice, manner of consideration

No amendment to any measure, which amendment was prepared
prior to the committee meeting at which it is offered, shall be considered
by that committee unless the amendment was filed with the committee
administrative assistant at least two (2) hours before the time the meet-
ing was called to order. Copies of such amendment shall be made reason-
ably available by the committee administrative assistant before the
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meeting, upon request, to the members of the committee and to the
public. Neither a technical amendment nor an amendment which is
prepared by a member of the committee during the committee meeting
at which it is offered need be so noticed.

Amendments shall be filed on forms prescribed by the Secretary but
shall be considered only after sponsors, who are members of the commit-
tee, gain recognition from the chairman to move their adoption. An
amendment shall be deemed pending only after its sponsor has been
recognized by the chairman and has moved its adoption. Amendments
that have been filed but have not been formally moved for adoption shall
not be deemed to be pending. No proposition on a subject different from
that under consideration shall be admitted under color of amendment.

2.40—Sequence of amendments to amendments

An amendment to a pending amendment may be received, but until
it is disposed of, no other motion to amend will be in order, except a
substitute amendment or an amendment to the substitute. Such amend-
ments are to be disposed of in the following order: (1) Amendments to the
amendment are acted on before the substitute is taken up. (2) Amend-
ments to the substitute are next voted on. (3) The substitute then is
voted on. The adoption of a substitute amendment in lieu of an original
amendment shall be treated and considered as an amendment to the bill
itself.

2.41—Deleting everything after enacting clause

A proposal to delete everything after the enacting clause, or the resolv-
ing clause of a bill or resolution, and insert new matter of the same
general subject as stated in the original title shall be deemed proper and
germane and shall be treated as an amendment.

2.42—Amendment by section

The adoption of an amendment to a section shall not preclude further
amendment of that section. If a bill or resolution is being considered
section by section or item by item, only amendments to the section or
item under consideration shall be in order. The chairman, in recognizing
Senators for the purpose of moving the adoption of amendments, shall
endeavor to cause all amendments to section 1 to be considered first,
then all those in section 2, and so on. After all sections have been
considered separately, the whole bill shall be open for amendment.

2.43—Senate amendments to House bills
A House bill may be amended in the same manner as a Senate bill.
2.44—Amendments by another committee

Amendments recommended by all committees of reference shall ac-
company a bill when filed with the Secretary. No committee shall physi-
cally remove an amendment by another committee but may recommend
an amendment to an amendment, or a substitute for an amendment, by
another committee. Amendments adopted by a committee to be incorpo-
rated in a committee substitute need not be filed.

PART SEVEN—COMMITTEES—DECORUM AND DEBATE
2.45—Decorum and debate

When a Senator desires to speak or deliver a matter to the committee,
the Senator shall address himself or herself to “Mr. or Madam Chair-
man” and, on being recognized, may address the committee and shall
confine himself or herself to the question under debate, avoiding person-
ality. A Senator shall not address or refer to another Senator by his or
her first name. A Senator shall use the appellation of Senator or such
appellation and the surname of the Senator referred to or addressed.

2.46—Chairman’s power to recognize

When two (2) or more Senators speak at once, the chairman shall
name the Senator who is to be first recognized.

2.47—Interruptions; when allowed

No Senator shall be interrupted by another without the consent of the
Senator who has the floor, except by rising to a question of privilege, a
point of order requiring an immediate ruling, an appeal from the deci-
sion of the chairman concerning a point of order (if the appeal is made
immediately following the decision), a parliamentary inquiry requiring
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an immediate reply, or to question the existence of a quorum. The chair-
man shall strictly enforce this Rule.

2.48—Speaking rights

When a member is speaking and another member interrupts to re-
quest recognition, the chairman may permit the person rising to state
why he or she desires the floor. If the question the member desires to
raise is entitled to precedence, the member originally speaking shall
relinquish the floor until the question having precedence is disposed of.
The member is then entitled to resume the floor.

The member making a debatable motion or the primary introducer of
a bill, whether or not a member of the committee, shall have five (5)
minutes in order to close debate.

2.49—Time for debate

No Senator shall speak longer than ten (10) minutes without yielding
the floor, except by consent of a majority of those present.

2.50—Limitation on debate

When a measure is under debate by the committee, a Senator may
move to limit debate, and the motion shall be decided without debate.
The introducer of the measure shall have five (5) minutes to discuss the
motion, and the introducer may divide such time with, or waive it in
favor of, some other member. If the question is decided in the affirmative
by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of those present, the debate shall be limited
accordingly. The time allotted by such limitation shall be apportioned by
the chairman.

2.51—Priority of business

All questions relating to the priority of business shall be acted on and
shall be decided without debate.

2.52—Questioning right to vote

A point of order questioning the right of a member to vote on account
of interest may be raised after the vote has been recorded and before the
result is announced.

2.53—Appeals

The proper method of taking exception to a ruling of the chairman is
by appeal. An appeal from a decision of the chairman must be made
promptly before debate has concluded or other business has intervened.
A point of order on any other question is not in order while an appeal is
pending, but a point of order relating to the appeal may be raised; if the
determination of the appeal is dependent on this point, it may be decided
by the chairman. This second decision is also subject to appeal.

2.54—Appeals debatable

An appeal from a decision of the chairman on a point of order is
debatable even though the question from which it arose was not debat-
able.

RULE THREE
BILLS, RESOLUTIONS, AND MEMORIALS
3.1—Form of bills

All bills shall contain a proper title, as defined in Article III, Section
6 of the Constitution, and the enacting clause, “Be It Enacted by the
Legislature of the State of Florida:”. The title of each bill shall be pref-
aced by the words, “A bill to be entitled An act”. Standard rules of
capitalization shall apply.

The original must be backed in a folder-jacket signed by the spon-
sor(s). On these jackets shall be inscribed the name and district number
of the introducer and any co-introducers or the introducing committee
and its chairman, enough of the title for identification.

Bills that propose to amend existing provisions of the Florida Statutes
(as described in section 11.242, Florida Statutes) or the Laws of Florida
shall contain the full text of the section, subsection, or paragraph to be
amended. Joint resolutions that propose to amend the Florida Constitu-
tion shall contain the full text of the section to be amended.
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In general bills and joint resolutions that propose to create or amend
existing provisions of the Florida Statutes, Chapter Laws of Florida, or
of the Florida Constitution, new words shall be inserted underlined, and
words to be deleted shall be lined through with hyphens, except that the
text of the General Appropriations Act shall not be underlined.

When the change in language is so general that the use of these
procedures would hinder, rather than assist, the understanding of the
amendment, it shall not be necessary to use the coded indicators of
words added or deleted but, in lieu thereof, a notation similar to the
following shall be inserted immediately preceding the text of the provi-
sion being amended: “Substantial rewording of section. See s. [number],
F.S., for present text.” When such notation is used, the notation as well
as the substantially reworded text shall be underlined.

The words to be deleted and the above-described indicators of such
words and of new material are for information and guidance and shall
not be considered to constitute a part of the bill under consideration.

Section catchlines of existing text shall not be typed with underlining.
3.2—Bills for introduction

A bill may not be introduced until properly filed with the Secretary of
the Senate.

3.3—Form of local bills

As required by Article III, Section 10 of the Constitution, all local bills
must either embody provision for ratifying referenda (stated in the title
as well as in the text of the bill) or be accompanied by an affidavit of
proper advertisement. Forms of affidavit may be obtained from the Sec-
retary of the Senate. All local bills that require publication shall, when
introduced, have proof of publication securely attached to the original
copy of the bill and the words “Proof of Publication Attached” clearly
typed or stamped on the Senate side of the bill jacket or cover, or the
same shall be rejected by the Secretary.

3.4—Form of joint resolutions

All joint resolutions shall contain a proper title, as defined in Article
111, Section 6 of the Constitution. Standard rules of capitalization shall
apply. They shall contain the resolving clause, “Be It Resolved by the
Legislature of the State of Florida:”. Each joint resolution shall be pref-
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aced by the words: “A Joint Resolution. ... ”".
3.5—Form of memorials

All memorials shall contain a proper title, as defined in Article III,
Section 6 of the Constitution. Standard rules of capitalization shall
apply. They shall contain the resolving clause, “Be It Resolved by the
Legislature of the State of Florida:”.

3.6—Form of resolutions; Senate and concurrent

All Senate resolutions and all concurrent resolutions shall contain a
proper title, as defined in Article III, Section 6 of the Constitution.
Standard rules of capitalization shall apply. Senate resolutions shall
read, “Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:”. Concurrent
resolutions shall read, “Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of
Florida, the House of Representatives Concurring:”.

Only the Secretary of the Senate shall prepare copies of Senate resolu-
tions that are to be furnished any person after the resolution’s adoption.

3.7—Introduction during session

To facilitate processing and committee referencing, all bills shall be
filed for introduction with the Secretary of the Senate no later than 12:00
noon of the first day of the regular session.

Between regular sessions of the Legislature, bills may be prefiled by
delivery to the Secretary of the Senate.

3.8—Prefiled bills

A prefiled bill complying with these Rules shall, in anticipation of the
next regular session, be serially numbered in accordance with the per-
manent system required by these Rules. A bill received by the Secretary
within three (3) weeks next preceding the convening of a regular session
shall be numbered but otherwise withheld from the operation of this
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Rule. Such a bill shall be treated as if it had been delivered for introduc-
tion on the first day of the succeeding regular session.

The Secretary shall deliver each such numbered bill to the President
for reference to a committee or committees pursuant to these Rules. The
Secretary shall promptly forward each referenced bill to the chairman
of the first or only committee of reference. A copy of each prefiled bill
shall be provided each Senator. The Secretary shall mail regularly to
each Senator a calendar of all prefiled bills, including the referencing
data for each bill, and of all committee hearings, including the bills
noticed for hearing by each.

After having been considered by a committee and a report made to the
Secretary at least seven (7) days preceding a regular session, each bill
shall be introduced and read on the first (1st) day thereof, pursuant to
the Constitution, Laws of Florida, and these Rules. The Journal shall
reflect the committee reference and the report of the committee. All
requirements for the referencing of bills to and the consideration of bills
by Senate committees shall be deemed to have been met and discharged
if the jurisdictional requirements of this Rule have been complied with
as to each of such bills.

If a committee fails to deliver its report of a prefiled bill prior to seven
(7) days next preceding the convening of a regular session or, if a prefiled
bill has received a reference to more than one (1) committee and less
than all considered such bill, the committee or committees failing to so
report and the committee or committees having failed to discharge their
jurisdiction of a bill shall conduct hearings and file reports during the
regular session as if such bill had not been prefiled.

Notwithstanding these Rules, a Senator may, during the day of intro-
duction of prefiled bills, but no later than under the Order of Business
of “Motions Relating to Committee Reference” on the second legislative
day on which the Senate meets, move for reference to a different commit-
tee or for removal from a committee. This motion may be adopted by a
two-thirds (2/3) vote of those present.

3.9—Printed copies of bills

When introduced, bills, not local in application, and joint resolutions
(including committee bills and committee substitute bills) shall be
printed by the Secretary for the information of the Senate and the public.
The absence of a printed copy shall not delay the progress of a measure
at any stage of the legislative process. Sufficient copies of the general
appropriations bill proposed to be introduced by the Committee on Ap-
propriations Budget shall be made available to the members and upon
request, to the public, at the office of the Secretary of the Senate and at
the committee’s office, no less than two (2) hours prior to the time the
Committee on Appropriations Budget meets to consider the proposed
committee bill.

3.10—Identification of bills

Bills and other measures requiring legislative action shall be intro-
duced in the order they are received at the desk of the Secretary. They
shall be serially numbered with even numbers as introduced, without
differentiation in number as to type. The Secretary shall mark the origi-
nal copy of each measure to ensure its identification, and each page
thereof, as the item introduced in order to prevent unauthorized or
improper substitutions. This identification may be made by machines-as

device shall be in the custody of the Secretary, and its use by any person
not authorized by this Rule is prohibited.

3.11—Companion measures

When a Senate bill is reached on the calendar of the Senate for consid-
eration, either on second or third reading, and there is also pending on
the calendar of the Senate a companion measure already passed by the
House, it shall be in order to move that the House companion measure
be substituted and considered in lieu of the Senate measure. Such mo-
tion may be adopted by a majority vote of those present, provided the
House measure is on the same reading; otherwise, the motion shall be
to waive the rules by two-thirds (2/3) vote of those present and read such
House measure. A companion measure shall be substantially the same
and identical as to specific intent and purpose as the measure for which
it is being substituted. At the moment the Senate passes the House
companion measure, the original Senate measure shall be regarded as
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automatically tabled. Recommitment of a Senate bill shall automatically
carry with it any House companion measure then on the calendar.

3.12—Introducers of bills

Bills shall be introduced by a Senator or group of Senators whose
signature or signatures are affixed to the original, or by any committee
with the name of the committee and the signature of the chairman of the
committee affixed to the original. A bill introduced by a committee may
be co-sponsored by any Senator whose signature is affixed to the origi-
nal. The general appropriations bill shall be introduced by the Commit-

tee on Appropriations Badget.

3.13—Fiscal notes

Upon being favorably reported by a standing committee, all general
bills or joint resolutions affecting revenues, expenditures, or fiscal liabil-
ities of state or local governments shall be accompanied by a fiscal note.
Fiscal notes shall reflect the estimated increase or decrease in revenues
or expenditures. The estimated economic impact, which calculates the
present and future fiscal implications of the bill or joint resolution, must
be considered. The fiscal note shall not express opinion relative to the
merits of the measure, but may identify technical or mechanical defects.

Fiscal notes on those bills affecting any state retirement system shall
be prepared after consultation with an actuary who is a member of the
Society of Actuaries and the cooperation of appropriate state agencies for
necessary data shall be solicited.

Fiscal notes shall be regarded as memoranda of factual information
and shall be made available to members of the Senate.

If a bill or joint resolution is reported favorably by a committee with-
out a fiscal note or economic impact statement, as defined in this rule,
a Senator may at any time raise a point of order, and the President shall
order return of the bill or joint resolution to the committee. A fiscal note
prepared for a Senate bill or joint resolution shall be presumed as pre-
pared also for its House companion for the purposes of point of order.

RULE FOUR
ORDER OF BUSINESS AND CALENDAR
4.1—Sessions of the Senate

The Senate shall meet pursuant to a schedule adopted by the Commit-
tee on Rules and Calendar and approved by the President. This schedule
shall set forth hours to convene and adjourn. The Senate shall not meet
before 7:00 a.m. nor meet or continue to meet after 9:00 p.m.

4.2—Quorum

A majority of the Senate shall constitute a quorum, but a smaller
number may adjourn from day to day and compel the attendance of
absent members, in such manner and under such penalties as it may
prescribe. A Senator at any time may question the existence of a quo-
rum.

4.3—Daily order of business

The daily order of business shall be as follows:

1. Roll call

2. Prayer

3. Reports of committees

4. Motions relating to committee reference

5. Messages from the Governor and other executive communica-

tions

Messages from the House of Representatives

Matters on reconsideration

Consideration of bills on third reading

Special Order as determined by the Committee on Rules and
Calendar

10. Consideration of bills on second reading

11. Correction and approval of Journal

©X~P

The Secretary of the Senate shall prepare and distribute, on each
legislative day, a calendar corresponding to the Daily Order of Business;
and within each order of business, matters shall be considered in the
order in which they appear on such daily calendar. Local bills may be
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omitted from the formal calendar and may be distributed to Senators by
the Secretary separately.

Certain messages from the House of Representatives may be withheld
from the Daily Order of Business pursuant to Rule 1.18 or on order of
the President.

On the first legislative day of each week the Daily Order of Business
shall include, after prayer, the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America.

First reading of bills shall be accomplished by publication of the title
thereof in the journal pursuant to Article III, Section 7 of the Florida
Constitution as amended.

4.4—Committee of the whole

By a majority vote of those present, the Senate may resolve itself into
a Committee of the Whole and, when thus constituted, may consider any
question whether formally introduced in the Senate or not. The Senate
may, however, restrict the subject matter to be considered by the Com-
mittee of the Whole, or its jurisdiction, by resolving itself into a Commit-
tee of the Whole for a specific and limited purpose. The President shall
preside and maintain order and decorum. The Rules of the Senate appli-
cable to standing committees shall govern when applicable. The Com-
mittee of the Whole may consider and report, by majority vote of those
present, on any bill or question not formally introduced in the Senate
and any bill on which all standing committees of reference have ren-
dered a favorable report. A bill on which committee action has been
taken by the committee or committees of reference or on which an unfa-
vorable committee report has been filed may be considered only on two-
thirds (2/3) vote of those present. Such vote shall also be required to
favorably report any such bill to the Senate. A bill thus originating in a
Committee of the Whole shall, when introduced as contemplated by the
Constitution, receive no further reference to committee. A favorable
report by a Committee of the Whole on a bill having theretofore received
an unfavorable report by a standing committee of reference shall not
have the effect of withdrawing such bill from the table. Consideration by
the Senate of such a bill shall be preceded by the adoption of the appro-
priate motion during a session of the Senate. Bills considered by a Com-
mittee of the Whole shall be read once, debated, amended, and acted on
as a standing committee function. The body of a bill formally introduced
shall not be interlined or defaced, but all amendments denoting the page
and line shall be entered on a separate paper by the Secretary of the
Committee of the Whole. The same shall be agreed to by the Committee,
and the report filed as otherwise provided in these Rules for committee
reports. After report, the bill or other matter may be again debated and
shall be subject to be again amended by the Senate. The quorum for a
Committee of the Whole shall be the same as for the Senate, and when
the Committee of the Whole shall rise, the roll shall be called to ascertain
the presence of a quorum of the Senate.

4.5—Conference committee report

The report of a committee of conference appointed pursuant to Rule
1.5 shall be read to the Senate on two (2) consecutive legislative days,
and on the completion of the second reading the vote shall be on the
adoption or rejection thereof and final passage of the measure as recom-
mended. During the last five (5) days of a regular session the report shall
be read only once. Copies of conference committee reports shall be avail-
able to the membership twelve (12) hours prior to the time such report
is scheduled to be taken up on the Senate floor.

The report must be acted on as a whole, being adopted or rejected, and
each report shall include a statement sufficiently explicit to inform the
Senate of the effect of the report on the measure to which it relates.

Except when the Senate is voting on a proposition, reports of commit-
tees of conference shall always be in order.

4.6—Reference generally; final days for introduction of bills and
resolutions

All bills, including those that are strictly local in nature and those
prefiled in accordance with these Rules, shall be referred by the Presi-
dent to appropriate committees or standing subcommittees.

Bills received by the President during a regular session and within
three (3) weeks next preceding the convening of a regular session shall
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be referred within seven (7) days. Upon failure of the President to refer-
ence such bills within this limitation, they shall be referred to commit-
tees as may be recommended by the sponsor. In the event of extended
absence of the President or the President’s disability or incapacity, the
President Pro Tempore shall assume the duty of referring bills.

If the President has not previously designated a standing subcommit-
tee of reference, the chairman of the standing committee shall promptly
determine whether such measure shall initially be considered by the full
committee, a standing subcommittee, or a select subcommittee ap-
pointed by the chairman. The chairman, in referring a bill to a subcom-
mittee, shall specify the number of days available for consideration. If
subreference is to a standing subcommittee, the chairman of the stand-
ing committee shall promptly report this reference and the time allowed
for consideration to the Secretary of the Senate on forms provided for the
purpose.

The reference of a bill that appears to be is local in nature shall be to
the Committee on Rules and Calendar to determine whether such mea-
sure isinfaet-and-funetion; local in nature for reference purposes and
whether it responds to the legal requirements of a local bill. A bill is local
in nature for referencing purposes if it does not substantially alter a law
of general application throughout the state and it either affects no more
than one county or relates to a special district that is located wholly
within no more than two counties. When the Committee on Rules and
Calendar, through staff analysis, has determined that the & bill is not
local in nature for referencing purposes infact-and-law-alocal bill, the
committee i shall report such determination be-reported-andreferred-to

i to the President of the
Senate, who shall refer such bill to an appropriate standing committee
for hearing. Such determination-and report shall be made within fifteen
(15) legislative days from date of reference to the Committee on Rules
and Calendar. When the Committee on Rules and Calendar, through
staff analysis, has determined that a bill is local in nature for referencing
purposes and that it responds to the legal requirements of a local bill, the
bill shall be reported and referred to the calendar on local bills.

All Senate bills filed for introduction after 12:00 noon on the first day
of the regular session (except for the general appropriations bill, local
bills, Senate resolutions, and joint resolutions) shall be referenced, but
shall be withheld from the committee or committees of reference until
after adjournment sine die of such session.

A motion to waive this Rule shall be referred to the Committee on
Rules and Calendar for a hearing and its advisory recommendation as
to the existence of an emergency reasonably compelling consideration of
a bill notwithstanding this Rule and a recommendation shall be reported
back to the Senate. The Secretary shall number them to provide identity
and control until a permanent number can be affixed. These bills shall
be known as prefiled bills and considered in accordance with these
Rules.

4.7—Reference to more than one committee; effect

In case of multiple reference of a bill, it shall be considered by each
committee separately in the order in which the multiple reference is
made. However, if any committee to which the bill is referred makes an
unfavorable report on said bill, that report shall be filed with the Senate
and no further consideration given by other committees except on two-
thirds (2/3) vote of those present. If a committee reports a committee
substitute favorably, other committee consideration shall be directed to
the substitute and not to the original.

4.8—Reference of bills affecting appropriations, revenue, retire-
ment or county or municipal spending

All bills authorizing or substantially affecting appropriations shall be
reviewed by referredto the Committee on Appropriations or a standing
subcommittee of that committee. FisealPeliey All bills authorizing or
substantially affecting tax revenue shall be reviewed by referred-te the
Committee on Finance and Taxation Fiseal Reseuree. All bills substan-
tially affecting a state-funded or state-administered retirement system
shall be reviewed by referred-te the Committee on Governmental Over-
sight and Productivity. All bills which are affected by the provisions of
Article VII, Section 18, Florida Constitution shall be reviewed by re-
ferredto the Committee on Comprehensive Planning, Local and Military
Affairs. A bill that is amended to substantially affect appropriations or
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tax revenue, a state retirement program or expenditures or revenues as
set forth in Article VII, Section 18, Florida Constitution shall, before
being placed before the Senate for final passage, be reviewed referred
along with all amendments by te the Committee on Appropriations or a
standing subcommittee of that committee, Fiseal-Poeliey; or the Commit-
tee on Finance and Taxation, Eiseal - Reseuree; or the Committee on
Governmental Oversight and Productivity, or the Committee on Com-
prehensive Planning, Local and Military Affairs, as appropriate for re-
view and recommendation to the Senate which review during the last
ten (10) days of a regular session shall be accomplished within twenty-
four (24) hours.

4.9—Reference of resolutions

All resolutions shall be referred by the President to a standing com-
mittee, except resolutions on Senate organization, resolutions of condo-
lence and commemoration that are of a statewide non-political signifi-
cance, or concurrent resolutions recalling a bill from the Governor’s
office. These may be considered on motion and adopted at time of intro-
duction without reference, except that resolutions of condolence or com-
memoration that are of a statewide non-political significance, may be
shown as introduced, read and adopted by publication in full in the
Journal.

4.10—Reference to different committee or removal

When the President has referred a bill, the chairman of the Committee
on Rules and Calendar may a—Senator—may—notaterthan—underthe
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;> move for reference
to a different committee or for removal from any committee after the
sponsor of the bill has filed iling a card with the Rules Chairman signed
by the chairman of the affected committee and the chairman of the
Committee on Rules and Calendar. This motion may be adopted by a
two-thirds (2/3) vote of those present.

The chairman of the Committee on Appropriations may move to with-
draw a bill from that committee provided the bill has been reported
favorably by a standing subcommittee and a card requesting such with-
drawal has been filed with the committee by the sponsor and approved
by the chairman. This motion may be adopted by a two-thirds (2/3) vote
of those present.

4.11—Papers of miscellaneous nature

Papers of a miscellaneous nature addressed to the Senate may, at the
discretion of the President, be read, noted in the Journal, or filed with
an appropriate committee. When there is a demand to read a paper other
than one on which the Senate is called to give a final vote and the same
is objected to by any Senator, it shall be determined by a majority vote
of those present.

4.12—Reading of bills and joint resolutions

Each bill or joint resolution shall receive three (3) separate readings
on three (3) separate days previous to a vote on final passage unless two-
thirds (2/3) of those present decide otherwise as provided in the Consti-
tution under Article III, Section 7.

4.13—Reading of concurrent resolutions and memorials

Each concurrent resolution or memorial shall receive two (2) separate
readings on two (2) separate days previous to a voice vote on adoption,
unless two-thirds (2/3) of those present decide otherwise. If the reading
on the second day is dispensed with by this waiver, the concurrent
resolution or memorial may be read the second time by title only.

4.14—Reading of Senate resolutions

On introduction each Senate resolution shall be read by title only and
shall be read an additional time in full before the question is put on
adoption by voice vote, except that resolutions of condolence or commem-
oration that are of a statewide non-political significance may be shown
as introduced, read and adopted by publication in full in the Journal.

4.15—Referral or postponement on third reading

On the third reading of a bill or joint resolution, it shall not be referred
or committed (except to the Committee on Appropriations Budget) or
amended (except a corrective or title amendment) without consent of
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two-thirds (2/3) of those present, nor shall the vote on passage be post-
poned to a day certain without the consent of a majority of those present.

4.16—Consideration out of regular order

A Dbill shall be considered out of regular order on the calendar on
unanimous consent of those present obtained in the following man-
ner: Prior to the consideration of the motion, the Senator moving for
unanimous consent of those present shall orally give the membership
not less than fifteen (15) minutes’ notice of his or her intention to move
and shall specify the number of the bill or joint resolution and its posi-
tion on the calendar. On entertainment of the motion, the moving Sena-
tor shall be allowed one (1) minute to explain his or her purpose, and
unanimous consent of those present shall be given or refused without
further debate.

4.17—Special order calendar; consent calendar

Commencing on the first day of a regular session of the legislature
permitted under the Constitution and during any extension directed by
the membership of the legislature as permitted under the Constitution,
the Chairman of the Committee on Rules and Calendar, the Vice-
Chairman of the Committee on Rules and Calendar, the Majority
Leader, the Minority Leader, and two (2) other members of the commit-
tee designated by the chairman shall on each day submit a Special Order
Calendar determining the priority for consideration of bills. Except for
the first day, each Special Order Calendar shall be for the second suc-
ceeding legislative day on which the Senate meets, and this calendar
may include bills that had been scheduled for special order on the previ-
ous legislative day. No other bills shall be considered until this Special
Order Calendar has been completed by the Senate, except that any bill
appearing on this calendar may be stricken by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of
those present or any bill appearing on the general calendar of bills on
second or third reading may be added to the end of the Special Order
Calendar by the same vote. All bills set as special order for consideration
at the same hour shall take precedence in the order in which they were
given preference.

A vote of two-thirds (2/3) of those present shall be required to establish
a Special Order except as provided in this Rule. Notice of time and place
for the establishment of the Special Order shall be published in the daily
calendar; provided, during the last ten (10) days of each regular session
notice of time and place may be given by announcement from the floor.

The Committee on Rules and Calendar, with the approval of the Presi-
dent, may submit a consent bill calendar to be held in conjunction with
the Special Order Calendar. When such a day is designated, all bills
appearing on the consent calendar shall be considered in their order of
appearance. However, if an objection by any member shall cause such
bill to be temporarily postponed passed, it retains its order on the regular
calendar. A Senator may designate only a bill that he or she sponsors or
a House bill for the consent calendar. A committee chairman may desig-
nate a committee bill sponsored by his or her committee. All consent
calendar bills must have appeared on the printed Senate calendar.

4.18—Calendar of local bills

Local bills shall be disposed of according to the calendar of bills of a
local nature and shall be considered only at such time as determined by
the Committee on Rules and Calendar or its designees and approved by
the President.

4.19—Order after second reading

The order of disposition of a bill that has been read the second time
shall be its reference to the engrossing clerk to be engrossed after all
questions relative to it while on second reading have been disposed of,
and the same shall be immediately engrossed and placed on the calendar
of bills on third reading to be considered on some succeeding legislative
day. No bill shall be committed to the engrossing clerk or placed on the
calendar of bills on third reading unless all motions relative to it and
placed, by the President, before the Senate have been disposed of.
Amendments filed with the Secretary, the adoption of which have not
been formally moved, shall not be construed to be pending so as to deter
such advancement. A bill shall be available for its third reading when
it has been read a second time on a previous day and no motion left
pending. Bills calendared for second or third reading shall not be consid-
ered on such reading until reached on the calendar and appropriately
read to the Senate pursuant to order of the President.
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4.20—Enrolling

The Secretary of the Senate shall be responsible for the enrolling of all
bills. After enrollment, all bills shall be signed by the President and the
Secretary and the enrolling report shall be published in the Journal.

4.21—Veto messages

As required by Article III, Section 8, of the Constitution, if the origi-
nating house votes to re-enact a vetoed measure, whether in a regular
or special session, and the other house does not consider or fails to re-
enact the vetoed measure, no further consideration by either house at
any subsequent session may be taken. If a vetoed measure is presented
at a special session and the originating house does not consider it, the
measure will be available for consideration at any intervening special
session and until the end of the next regular session. All veto messages
shall be referred to the Committee on Rules and Calendar.

4.81—Claim bills

a. Claim bills are of two types: excess judgment claims filed pursuant
to section 768.28(5), Florida Statutes, and equitable claims filed without
an underlying excess judgment.

b. All claim bills shall be filed with the Secretary of the Senate on or
before August 1 in order to be considered by the Senate during the next
regular session, except that members elected to the Senate during a gen-
eral election may have sixty (60) days from the date of that election to file
a claim bill(s). Senators currently serving who are re-elected during a
general election are not subject to the immediately preceding provision
relating to sixty (60) days. A motion to introduce a claim bill notwith-
standing the claim bill filing deadline, shall be referred to the Committee
on Rules and Calendar for a hearing and a determination as to the
existence of an emergency reasonably compelling consideration of a
claim bill notwithstanding the claim bill filing deadline. A House claim
bill which does not have a Senate companion claim bill timely filed under
this rule shall not be considered by the Senate. Any motion to consider
a House claim bill which does not have a timely filed Senate companion
bill shall be referred to the Committee on Rules and Calendar for a
hearing and a determination as to the existence of an emergency reason-
ably compelling consideration of a claim bill notwithstanding the claim
bill filing deadline. The determination by the Committee on Rules and
Calendar shall be reported back to the Senate. Upon a determination by
the committee that an emergency does exist, the motion may be consid-
ered by the Senate and must be adopted by at least two-thirds (2/3) vote
of those present.

c. All claim bills shall be referred by the President to one or more
committee(s) for review. If the President determines that a de novo
hearing is necessary to determine liability, proximate cause, and dam-
ages, a Special Master shall conduct such hearing pursuant to reason-
able notice. Discovery procedures shall be governed by the Florida Rules
of Civil Procedure and the Florida Evidence Code, as applicable. The
Special Master shall administer an oath to all witnesses, accept relevant
documentary and tangible evidence properly offered, tape record the
proceedings, and prepare a final report containing findings of fact, con-
clusions of law and recommendations no later than December 1. The
report shall be signed by the Special Master who shall be available, in
person, to explain his or her report to the committees and to the Senate.

d. On receipt of the Special Master’s report and recommendations,
if any, the Secretary shall, under the President’s initial reference, de-
liver each claim bill with the report attached, to the committee or com-
mittees of reference.

e. Stipulations entered into by the parties are not binding on the
Special Master, the Senate or its committees.

f. The hearing and consideration of a claim bill shall be held in
abeyance until all available administrative and judicial remedies have
been exhausted; except that the hearing and consideration of a claim that
is still within the judicial or administrative systems may proceed where
the parties have executed a written settlement agreement. The-hearing
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RULE FIVE
VOTING
5.1—Taking the yeas and nays

The President shall declare all votes, but, if five (5) Senators immedi-
ately question a vote by a show of hands, the President shall take the
vote by yeas and nays or electronic roll call. When taking yeas and nays
on any question, the electronic roll call system may be used and shall
have the force and effect of a roll call taken as provided in these Rules.
Also this system may be used to determine the presence of a quorum.
When the Senate is ready to vote on a question requiring roll call and
the vote is by electronic roll call, the President shall state: “The Secre-
tary will unlock the machine and Senators prepare to vote.” When suffi-
cient time has elapsed for each Senator to vote, the President shall say:
“Have all voted?”. And, after a short pause, shall state: “The Secretary
shall now lock the machine and record the vote.” When the vote is
completely recorded, the President shall announce the result to the
Senate; and the Secretary shall enter in the Journal the result. When
the Senate is equally divided, the question shall be lost.

5.2—Change of vote

After the result of the vote has been announced by the President, a
Senator with unanimous consent of those present may change his or her
vote or vote on the measure except that no such change of vote or vote
shall be valid where such vote would alter the final passage of the
measure until the measure shall first have been recalled to the Senate
for further consideration. Records of such requests shall be available at
the Secretary’s desk through the session. If no objections are raised
before the close of the business that day, requests will be accepted.

The original roll call shall not be altered, but late votes and change of
votes shall be recorded under the original roll call in the Journal. On
request of a Senator before considering other business, the President
shall order a verification of a vote.

5.3—Casting vote for another

No Senator shall cast a vote for another Senator unless the Senator
is present in the chamber area and requests the casting of said vote, nor
shall a person not a Senator cast a vote for a Senator. In addition to such
penalties as may be prescribed by law, a Senator who shall without such
authorization vote or attempt to vote for another Senator may be pun-
ished as the Senate may deem proper. Also, a person not a Senator who
shall vote wrongfully in the place of a Senator shall be excluded from the
Chamber for the remainder of the session.

5.4—Pairing

Pairing shall be permitted only on the absence of a Senator excused
from attendance and shall specifically state, in writing, the bill or bills
to which the pair applies.

5.5—Explanation of vote

No Senator shall be permitted to explain his or her vote during a roll
call but may submit his or her explanation in writing and file it with the
Secretary. This explanation shall be entered in the Journal.

5.6—Election by ballot

In all cases of ballot, a majority of the votes cast shall be necessary to
an election. If, however, no one is elected on the first three (3) ballots,
the names after the top two (2) in number of votes received on the third
tally shall be dropped, and the Senate shall ballot on the two (2) names
remaining.

RULE SIX
MOTIONS AND PRECEDENCE

6.1—Motions; how made, withdrawn

Every motion may be made orally. On request of the President, a
Senator shall submit his or her motion in writing. After a motion has
been stated or read by the President, it shall be deemed to be in posses-
sion of the Senate and, without a second, shall be disposed of by vote of
the Senate. The mover may withdraw a motion, except a motion to
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reconsider, as hereinafter provided, at any time before the same has
been amended or before the vote shall have commenced.

6.2—Motions; precedence

When a question is under debate, the President shall receive no mo-

tion except:
1. To adjourn

(a) Instanter
(b) At a time certain
Questions of privilege
To take a recess
To proceed to the consideration of executive business
To reconsider
To limit debate
To temporarily postpone pass
To postpone to a day certain
To commit to the Committee of the Whole
To commit to a standing committee
To commit to a select committee
To amend
13. To postpone indefinitely

—
HO O OA N

—_
N

which shall have precedence in the descending order given. A motion to
discharge Senate conferees and to appoint or instruct said conferees as
set forth in Rule 2.19 is a motion of the highest privilege and this motion
shall have precedence over all other questions except motions to adjourn
and questions of privilege.

The President shall propound all questions in the order in which they
are moved unless the subsequent motion be previous in nature.

When a motion is under consideration, but prior to the commencement
of the vote, a substitute motion shall be in order. Only one substitute
shall be entertained and the substitute shall be in the same order of
precedence.

6.3—Division of question

A Senator may call for a division of a question when the sense will
admit of it. A motion to strike out and insert shall be deemed indivisible;
a motion to strike out, being lost, shall neither preclude amendment nor
a motion to strike out and insert.

6.4—Reconsideration generally

When a main question (the vote on passage of a measure, including a
vote on a veto message, confirmation of executive appointments, removal
or suspension from office) has been decided by the Senate, a Senator
voting with the prevailing side may move for reconsideration of the
question on the same or the next legislative day on which the Senate
meets. If the question has been decided by voice vote, any Senator may
so move. Such motion may be made pending a motion to adjourn or if it
is time to adjourn. Consideration of a motion to reconsider shall be a
special and continuing order of business for the Senate when it next
meets on a legislative day succeeding that on which the motion was
made and, unless considered on said day, shall be considered abandoned.
If the Senate shall refuse to reconsider or, on reconsideration, shall
confirm its first decision, no further motion to reconsider shall be in
order except on unanimous consent of those present. During the last five
(5) days of a regular session, a motion to reconsider shall be made and
considered on the same day. When a majority of those present vote in the
affirmative on any question but the proposition be lost because it is one
in which the concurrence of more than a majority of those present is
necessary for adoption or passage, any Senator may move for reconsider-
ation.

6.5—Reconsideration; vote required

A majority of the affirmative votes of those present shall be required
to adopt a motion to reconsider.

6.6—Reconsideration; debate

Debate shall be allowed on a motion to reconsider only when the
question which it is proposed to reconsider is debatable. When the ques-
tion is debatable no Senator shall speak thereon more than once nor
longer than five (5) minutes.
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6.7—Reconsideration; collateral matters and procedural mo-
tions

A motion to reconsider a collateral matter must be disposed of during
the course of the consideration of the main subject to which it is related,
and such motion shall be out of order after the Senate has passed to
other business. Reconsideration of a procedural motion shall be consid-
ered on the same day on which it is made.

6.8—Reconsideration; Secretary to hold for period

The Secretary shall hold all bills for the period after passage during
which reconsideration may be moved. The adoption of any motion to
waive the Rules by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of those present and immedi-
ately certify any bill or joint resolution to the House shall be construed
as releasing the measure from the Secretary’s possession for the period
of reconsideration and shall, thereafter, preclude reconsideration. Dur-
ing the last five (5) calendar days allowed under the Constitution for a
regular session and during any extensions thereof, or during any special
session, the bills shall be immediately transmitted to the House. Mes-
sages relating to Senate action on House amendments or to conference
committee reports shall be transmitted forthwith.

6.9—Motion to indefinitely postpone

The adoption of a motion to indefinitely postpone a measure shall
dispose of it for the duration of the legislative session and all extensions
thereof. A motion to postpone consideration to a time beyond the last day
allowed under the Constitution for the current legislative session shall
be construed as a motion to indefinitely postpone. Motions to indefinitely
postpone shall not be applicable to collateral matters.

RULE SEVEN
AMENDMENTS
7.1—General form; notice; manner of consideration

No amendment to a bill on the Special Order Calendar prepared prior
to the time a session of the Senate has convened shall be considered by
the Senate unless the amendment was filed with the Secretary of the
Senate no later than 5:00 p.m. the day prior to the day that session was
called to order. Copies of such amendments shall be made reasonably
available by the Secretary of the Senate before the session, upon request,
to the members and to the public. Neither a technical amendment nor
an amendment which is prepared by a member during the session at
which it is offered need be so noticed.

Amendments shall be filed with the Secretary on forms prescribed by
the Secretary but shall be considered only after sponsors gain recogni-
tion from the President to move their adoption, except that the chairman
of the committee (or, in the chairman’s absence, the vice-chairman or
any member thereof) reporting the measure under consideration shall
have preference for the presentation of committee amendments. An
amendment shall be deemed pending only after its sponsor has been
recognized by the President and has moved its adoption. Amendments
that have been filed with the Secretary of the Senate but have not been
formally moved for adoption shall not be deemed to be pending.

No proposition on a subject different from that under consideration
shall be admitted under color of amendment. The following bills are out
of order and shall not be admitted or considered under color of amend-
ment to a bill on the calendar and under consideration by the Senate.

1. Bills which have received an unfavorable committee report.

2. Bills which have been withdrawn from further consideration by the
sponsor.

3. Bills the substance of which have not been reported favorably by all
committees of reference.

Amendments covered by this Rule shall be substantially the same and
identical as to specific intent and purpose as the measure residing in the
committee or committees of reference.

7.2—Adoption

Amendments may be adopted on second reading by a majority vote of
those present and on third reading by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of those
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present. Amendments to the title or corrective amendments may be
decided, without debate, by a majority vote of those present on third
reading.

7.3—Sequence of amendments to amendments

An amendment to a pending amendment may be received, but until
it is disposed of, no other motion to amend will be in order, except a
substitute amendment or an amendment to the substitute. Such amend-
ments are to be disposed of in the following order: (1) Amendments to
the amendment are acted on before the substitute is taken up. Only one
amendment to the amendment is in order. (2) Amendments to the substi-
tute are next voted on. (3) The substitute then is voted on. The adoption
of a substitute amendment in lieu of an original amendment shall be
treated and considered as an amendment to the bill itself.

7.4—Deleting everything after enacting clause

A proposal to delete everything after the enacting clause, or the resolv-
ing clause of a bill or resolution, and insert new matter of the same
general subject as stated in the original title shall be deemed proper and
germane and shall be treated as an amendment.

7.5—Amendment by section

The adoption of an amendment to a section shall not preclude further
amendment of that section. If a bill is being considered section by section
or item by item, only amendments to the section or item under consider-
ation shall be in order. The President, in recognizing Senators for the
purpose of moving the adoption of amendments, shall endeavor to cause
all amendments to section 1 to be considered first, then all those in
section 2, and so on. After all sections have been considered separately,
the entire bill shall be open for amendment.

7.6—Printing in Journal

All amendments taken up by the Senate unless withdrawn shall be
printed in the Journal except that an amendment to the general appro-
priations bill constituting an entirely new bill shall not be printed until
the filing of the conference committee report. All item amendments to
the general appropriations bill shall be printed.

7.7—Senate amendments to House bills

A House bill may be amended in the same manner as a Senate bill. If
a House bill is amended, the same shall be noted by the Secretary on the
jacket before it is reported to the House.

7.8—House amendments to Senate bills

After the reading of a House amendment to a Senate bill, the Senate
may: (1) amend the House amendment, (2) concur in the House amend-
ment, (3) refuse to concur in the House amendment and ask the House
to recede, or (4) request a conference committee. The adoption of all the
foregoing motions shall be by majority vote of those present.

7.9—House refusal to concur in Senate amendment

If the House shall refuse to concur in a Senate amendment to a House
bill, the following motions shall be in order and shall be privileged in the
order named: (1) that the Senate recede, (2) that the Senate insist and
ask for a conference committee, or (3) that the Senate insist. The adop-
tion of any of the foregoing motions shall be by majority vote of those
present.

RULE EIGHT
DECORUM AND DEBATE

8.1—Decorum and debate

When a Senator desires to speak or deliver a matter to the Senate, the
Senator shall rise at his or her seat and address himself or herself to “Mr.
or Madam President”, and, on being recognized, may address the Senate
from his or her desk or from the well of the Senate, and shall confine any
remarks to the question under debate, avoiding personality. A Senator
shall not address or refer to another Senator by his or her first name. A
Senator shall use the appellation of Senator or such appellation and the
district number of the Senator being addressed, or a Senator may also
use such appellation and the surname of the Senator referred to or
addressed.
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8.2—Presiding officer’s power of recognition

When two (2) or more Senators rise at once, the presiding officer shall
name the Senator who is first to be recognized.

8.3—Interruptions; when allowed

No Senator shall be interrupted by another without the consent of the
Senator who has the floor, except:

1. by rising to a question of privilege;

2. by rising to a point of order requiring an immediate ruling;

3. by appeal from the decision of the presiding officer concerning a
point of order (if the appeal is made immediately following the
decision);

4. a parliamentary inquiry requiring an immediate reply; or

5. a question of no quorum.

The presiding officer shall strictly enforce this Rule.
8.4—Senator speaking, rights

When a member is speaking and another member interrupts to re-
quest recognition, the presiding officer may permit the person rising to
state why he or she desires the floor. If the question the member desires
to raise is entitled to precedence, the member originally speaking shall
relinquish the floor until the question having precedence is disposed of.
The member then is entitled to resume the floor.

The Senator making a debatable motion or the primary introducer of
a bill shall have five (5) minutes in order to close debate.

8.5—Limit on speaking

No Senator shall speak longer than thirty (30) minutes without yield-
ing the floor, except by consent of a majority of those present.

8.6—Limitation of debate

When a measure is under debate by the Senate, a Senator may move
to limit debate, and such motion shall be decided without debate, except
the introducer of the measure shall have five (5) minutes to discuss said
motion. If, by two-thirds (2/3) vote of those present, the question is
decided in the affirmative, debate shall be limited accordingly.

8.7—Points of order, parliamentary inquiry, definitions

A point of order is the parliamentary device that is used to require a
deliberative body to observe its own rules and to follow established
parliamentary practice. A parliamentary inquiry is the device for obtain-
ing a predetermination of a rule or a clarification thereof and may be
presented in hypothetical form.

8.8—Questioning right to vote

A point of order questioning the right of a member to vote on account
of interest may be raised after the vote has been recorded and before the
result is announced.

8.9—Appeals

Taking exception to a ruling of a presiding officer shall be by appeal.
An appeal from a decision of the presiding officer must be made promptly
before debate has concluded or other business has intervened. A point
of order on any other question is not in order while an appeal is pending,
but a point of order relating to the appeal may be raised; and, if the
determination of the appeal is dependent on this point, it may be decided
by the presiding officer. This second decision is also subject to appeal.

8.10—Appeals, debatable

An appeal from a decision of the presiding officer on a point of order
is debatable even though the question from which it arose was not
debatable.

8.11—Questions of privilege

Questions of privilege shall be: first, those affecting the rights of the
Senate collectively, its safety, dignity, and the integrity of its proceed-
ings; and second, the rights, reputation, and conduct of Senators individ-
ually, in their representative capacity only. These shall have precedence
over all other questions except motions to adjourn. The question shall
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not be recognized during the debate on a bill. A question of privilege
affecting either house collectively takes precedence over a question of
privilege affecting an individual member.

RULE NINE
LOBBYING
9.1—Those required to register

All persons (except those specifically exempted) who seek to encourage
the passage, defeat, or modification of legislation in the Senate or before
its committees shall, before engaging in such activity, register as pre-
scribed by law and the Joint Rules of the Florida House and Senate.

9.2—Obligations of lobbyist

A lobbyist shall supply facts, information, and opinions of principals
to legislators from the point of view from which he or she openly de-
clares. A lobbyist shall not offer or propose anything to improperly influ-
ence the official act, decision, or vote of a legislator.

A lobbyist, by personal example and admonition to colleagues, shall
uphold the honor of the legislative process by the integrity of his or her
relationship with legislators.

A lobbyist shall not knowingly and willfully falsify a material fact or
make any false, fictitious, or fraudulent statement or representation or
make or use any writing or document knowing the same contains any
false, fictitious, or fraudulent statements or entry.

9.3—Lobbyists’ requirements

A lobbyist shall adhere to the statutory requirements for lobbyists
provided by law and the Joint Rules.

9.4—Advisory opinions

A lobbyist, when in doubt about the applicability and interpretation
of this Rule in a particular context, may submit in writing a statement
of the facts involved to the Committee on Rules and Calendar and may
appear in person before said committee.

The Committee on Rules and Calendar may render advisory opinions
to any lobbyist who seeks advice as to whether or not the facts in a
particular case will constitute a violation of these Rules. All opinions
shall delete names and be numbered, dated, and published in the Jour-
nal of the Senate.

9.5—Compilation of opinions

The Secretary of the Senate shall keep a compilation of all advisory
opinions of the Committee on Rules and Calendar.

9.6—Penalties for violations

Separately from any prosecutions or penalties otherwise provided by
law, any person determined to have violated the requirements of this
Rule shall be censured, reprimanded, placed on probation, or prohibited
from lobbying for the duration of the session and from appearing before
any committee of the Senate. Said determination shall be made by a
majority of the Senate and on recommendation of the Committee on
Rules and Calendar. The Committee on Rules and Calendar, before
making said recommendation, shall conduct a hearing, after notifying
the person alleged to have violated this Rule and granting such person
an opportunity to appear at the hearing.

9.7—Committees to be diligent

Committees shall be diligent to ascertain whether those who appear
before them, in other than an obviously individual capacity, have con-
formed with the requirements of this Rule, the Joint Rules and the laws
of Florida, and shall report violations. No committee member shall
knowingly permit an unregistered lobbyist to be heard.
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RULE TEN
CHAMBER OF THE SENATE
10.1—Persons entitled to admission

No person shall be admitted to the main floor of the Senate Chamber
while the Senate is in session except present members of the Senate, all
officers and employees of the Senate in the performance of their duties,
and persons charged with messages or papers to the Senate. Also enti-
tled to admission are the Governor or one (1) representative designated
by the Governor, the Lieutenant Governor, Cabinet officers, former gov-
ernors, present and former United States Senators, members or former
members of the House of Representatives of the United States and of
this State, Justices of the Supreme Court, former State Senators of
Florida, and persons by invitation of the President. A special section of
the gallery shall be reserved for members of the families of Senators.

10.2—Exception

None of the persons entitled to admission shall be admitted if regis-
tered pursuant to Rule 9.

10.3—Admission of press by President

Representatives of the press and of radio and television stations, in
performance of their duties, shall be assigned to a press section specifi-
cally set aside for them, and shall not be allowed on the Senate floor
while the Senate is in session, except with the approval of the President.

10.4—Attire

All male persons on the main floor of the Senate and in the gallery
(with the exception of visitors in that portion of the gallery set aside for
the general public) shall wear coats and ties at all times while the Senate
is in session.

10.5—Gallery
No food or beverages shall be allowed in the gallery at any time.
RULE ELEVEN
CONSTRUCTION AND WAIVER OF RULES
11.1—Interpretation of Rules

It shall be the duty of the President, or the presiding officer for the
time being, to interpret all Rules. Motions for the previous question and
to lay on the table shall not be entertained.

11.2—Waiver and suspension of Rules

These Rules shall not be waived or suspended except by a two-thirds
(2/3) vote of all Senators present. The motion, when made, shall be
decided without debate. A motion to waive a rule requiring unanimous
consent of the Senate shall be construed to be an amendment to these
Rules and shall be referred to the Committee on Rules and Calendar
except by unanimous consent of those present.

11.3—Changes in Rules

All proposed actions touching the Rules and Order of Business in the
Senate shall be first referred to the Committee on Rules and Calendar,
which shall report as soon as practicable. Consideration of such a report
shall always be in order. The Committee on Rules and Calendar may
originate reports and resolutions dealing with these Rules and the Order
of Business, and such power shall be exclusive, provided, however, that
any report made pursuant to this Rule may be amended by a two-thirds
(2/3) vote of the members present.

11.4—Majority action

Unless otherwise indicated by these Rules or the Constitution of Flor-
ida, all action by the Senate shall be by majority vote of those Senators
present.

11.5—Uniform construction

When in these Rules reference is made to “two-thirds (2/3) of those
present”, “two-thirds (2/3) vote”, “two-thirds (2/3) of the Senate”, “two-
thirds (2/3) of those voting”, etc., these shall all be construed to mean
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two-thirds (2/3) of those Senators present, except that two-thirds (2/3)
of the Senate shall be required to consider additional proposed legisla-
tion in any extended session in accordance with Article III, Section 3 of
the Constitution.

11.6—General

When used in these Rules, the following words shall, unless the text
otherwise indicates, have the following respective meaning: the singu-
lar always includes the plural. Except where specifically provided other-
wise, the use of the word “bill” or “measure” means a bill, joint resolu-
tion, concurrent resolution, resolution, or memorial.

RULE TWELVE

EXECUTIVE SESSIONS, APPOINTMENTS,
SUSPENSIONS, AND REMOVALS

PART ONE—EXECUTIVE SESSIONS
12.1—Executive session; authority

The business of the Senate shall be transacted openly and not in
executive session except under conditions pursuant to Article III, Sec-
tion 4(b) of the Constitution of Florida.

12.2—Executive session; purpose

Pursuant to Article III, Section 4(b) of the Constitution of Florida, the
Senate may resolve itself into executive session for the sole purpose of
considering appointment, removal, or suspension. No one shall be in
attendance except Senators and the Secretary of the Senate, who shall
be sworn not to disclose any executive business without consent of the
Senate.

12.3—Executive session; vote required

When the Senate agrees, by a majority of Senators present, that speci-
fied appointments, removals, or suspensions shall be considered in exec-
utive session, such shall be calendared for formal consideration by the
Senate.

12.4—Work product confidentiality

All information and remarks including committee work product con-
cerning the character and qualification, together with the vote on each
appointment, removal, or suspension considered in executive session
shall be kept a secret except information on which the bans of secrecy
were lifted by the Senate while in executive session.

12.5—Separate Journal

A separate Journal shall be kept of executive proceedings of the Sen-
ate, and no information regarding same shall be made public except by
order of the Senate or by order of a court of competent jurisdiction.

12.6—Violation of Rule

Violation of the above Rule as to the secrecy of the proceedings of
executive sessions shall be considered by the Senate as sufficient
grounds for unseating the offending Senator.

PART TWO—APPOINTMENTS, SUSPENSIONS, AND
REMOVALS

12.7—Procedure

(a) Except as otherwise herein provided, on receipt by the Senate of
appointments or suspensions on which action by the Senate is required,
the President shall refer each to the Committee on Ethics and Elections

i i , other appropriate
committee or to a Special Master appointed by the President. Either one
shall make inquiry or investigation and hold hearings, as appropriate,
and advise the President and the Senate with a recommendation and the
necessity for deliberating the subject in executive session. Reports and
findings of the committee or the Special Master appointed pursuant
hereto are advisory only and shall be made to the Senate President. The
report of the committee or the Special Master may be privileged and
confidential. The President may order the report presented to the Senate
in either open or executive session, or the President may refer it to the
Committee on Rules and Calendar for its consideration and report.
When the report is presented to the Senate in open session or received
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by the Committee on Rules and Calendar, the report shall lose its privi-
leged and confidential character.

(b) An executive suspension of a public official who is under indict-
ment or who has pending against him or her criminal charges filed by
the appropriate prosecuting officer in a court of record, or an executive
suspension of a public official that is challenged in a court shall be
referred to the Committee on Ethics and Elections Gubernaterial-Ap-

: ions, other appropriate committee or Special
Master; however, all inquiry or investigation or hearings thereon shall
be held in abeyance and the matter shall not be considered by the
Senate, the committee or the Special Master until the pending charges
have been dismissed, or until final determination of the criminal charges
at the trial court level, or until the final determination of a court chal-
lenge, if any, and the exhaustion of all appellate remedies for any of the
above.

In a suspension case in which the criminal charge is not for the alleged
commission of a felony, the committee or the Special Master, and the
Senate may proceed if the written consent of counsel for the Governor
and of the suspended official is obtained.

(¢) The Governor and the suspended official shall be given reason-
able notice in writing of any hearing or pre-hearing conference before the
committee or Special Master.

(d) The suspended official may file with the Secretary of the Senate,
no later than ten (10) days prior to the first pre-hearing conference, or
no later than the date set by the committee or Special Master if no pre-
hearing conference is held, all written defenses or matters in avoidance
of the charges contained in the suspension order.

(e) When it is advisable, the committee or Special Master may re-
quest that the Governor file a bill of particulars containing a statement
of further facts and circumstances supporting the suspension order.
Within twenty (20) days after the receipt of such bill of particulars by the
suspended officer, that officer shall file with the committee or Special
Master a response to the Governor’s bill of particulars. Such response
shall specifically admit or deny the facts or circumstances set forth in the
Governor’s bill of particulars, and may further make such representa-
tion of fact and circumstances or assert such further defenses as are
responsive to the bill of particulars or as may bear on the matter of the
suspension.

(f) The committee or Special Master may provide for a pre-hearing
conference with counsel for the Governor and the suspended official to
narrow the issues involved in the suspension. At such conference, both
the Governor and the suspended official shall set forth the names and
addresses of all the witnesses they intend to call, the nature of their
testimony, and photocopies of all documentary and a description of all
physical evidence that will be relied on by the parties at the hearing.
Each shall state briefly what each expects to prove by such testimony
and evidence.

(g) Subject to the limitations of Rule 12.7(b) the committee or Special
Master shall institute action by transmitting a notice of hearing for a
pre-hearing conference or a hearing on the merits within three (3)
months after the effective date of the suspension order. If a suspension
order is referred to the committee or Special Master but is held in
abeyance in accordance with Rule 12.7(b), the committee or Special
Master shall institute action within three (3) months after the termina-
tion of pending proceedings as described in Rule 12.7(b). The Senate may
act on the recommendations of the committee or Special Master at any
time it is in session but shall do so no later than the end of the next
regular session of the legislature.

(h) For the purposes of Article IV, Section 7(b) of the Constitution of
Florida, the Senate may find that the suspended official has committed
a felony notwithstanding that a court may have withheld adjudication
of guilt upon which the suspension order is based in whole or in part.

(i) If the Governor files an amended suspension order, the attention
of the Senate, the committee or the Special Master shall be directed at
the amended suspension order.

(j) Within sixty (60) days after the Senate has completed final action
on the recommendation of the committee or Special Master, any party
to the suspension matter may request the return, at that party’s ex-
pense, of any exhibit, document, or other evidence introduced by that
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party. After the expiration of sixty (60) days from the date the Senate
has completed final action, the committee or Special Master may dispose
of such exhibits or other evidence.

12.8—Special Master; appointment

The President may appoint and contract for the services of a Special
Master to perform such duties and make such reports in relation to
suspensions and removals as he or she shall prescribe.

12.9—Special Master; floor privilege

With consent of the President, the Special Master may have the privi-
lege of the Senate floor to present and explain the report and answer
questions as to the law and facts involved.

12.10—Issuance of subpoenas and process

The committee and the Special Master shall each have the authority
to request the issuance of subpoenas, subpoenas duces tecum, and other
necessary process under Rule 2.2. The committee chairman and the
Special Master may each administer all oaths and affirmations in the
manner prescribed by law to witnesses who shall appear to testify on
matters pending before the committee or Special Master.

12.11—Rule takes precedence

In any situation where there is a direct conflict between the provisions
of Rule 12 and Part V of chapter 112, Florida Statutes, the Rule, derived
from Article III, Section 4(a) of the Constitution of Florida, shall take
precedence.

RULE THIRTEEN
SPECIAL SESSION
13.1—Applicability of Senate Rules

All Senate Rules in effect on adjournment of the next preceding regu-
lar session shall apply and govern during special sessions except to the
extent specifically modified or contradicted herein.

13.2—Sessions of the Senate

The Senate shall meet each legislative day at 9:00 a.m. or pursuant
to a schedule adopted by the Committee on Rules and Calendar and
approved by the President.

13.3—Committee meetings; schedule, notice

Committee meetings shall be coordinated and scheduled by the Com-
mittee on Rules and Calendar, or a subcommittee thereof. Meetings of
standing committees and standing subcommittees scheduled in accord-
ance with this Rule may be held following an announcement by the
chairman while the Senate is in session, and by posting a notice on a
bulletin board in the public corridor leading into the Senate Chamber for
two (2) hours in advance of the meeting. The notice posted shall include
the date, time, and place of the committee meeting, and short title and
the bill number of each bill to be considered. All other provisions for
publication of notice of committee meetings are suspended.

13.4—Delivery for introduction

All bills and other measures for introduction may be delivered to the
Secretary of the Senate at any time.

13.5—Committee reports

Every bill, joint resolution, resolution, and memorial referred to a
standing committee or committees shall be reported to the Secretary
before 4:30 p.m. of the third calendar day from the day of reference (the
day of reference not being counted as the first day) unless otherwise
ordered by the Senate by majority vote of those present. Any bill on
which no committee report is filed may be withdrawn from such commit-
tee and calendared on point of order. Every bill, joint resolution, resolu-
tion, and memorial referred to a standing subcommittee shall be re-
ported to the standing committee at a time specified by the chairman of
the standing committee which shall not be beyond the time allowed
herein.
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13.6—Conference committee reports

The report of a committee of conference appointed pursuant to Rule
1.5 shall be read to the Senate on two (2) consecutive legislative days
and, on the completion of the second reading, the vote shall be on the
adoption or rejection thereof and final passage of the measure as recom-
mended. During the last two (2) days of a special session the report shall
be read only once.

The report must be acted on as a whole, being adopted or rejected, and
each report shall include a statement sufficiently explicit to inform the
Senate of the effect of the report on the measure to which it relates.

Conference committees shall consider and report only on the differ-
ences existing between the Senate and the House, and no substance
foreign to the bills before the conferees shall be included in the report
or considered by the Senate.

A conference committee may only report by recommending the adop-
tion of a series of amendments to the House or Senate bill that was the
subject of the conference, or it may offer an amendment striking every-
thing after the enacting clause of any such bill referred to the committee.
In any event the conference committee may recommend, as part of its
report, the adoption or rejection of any or all of the amendments thereto-
fore adopted by either House.

When a bill or joint resolution is referred to a conference committee
and the conferees on the part of the Senate report an inability to agree,
no action of the Senate taken prior to such reference to a conference
committee shall preclude further action on said measure as the Senate
may determine.

After Senate conferees have been appointed for thirty-six (36) hours
and have failed to make a report, it is a motion of the highest privilege
to move to discharge said Senate conferees and to appoint new conferees,
or to instruct said Senate conferees.

November 21, 2000

13.7—Reconsideration
A motion to reconsider shall be made and considered on the same day.
13.8—Special order calendar

The Committee on Rules and Calendar may submit a Special Order
Calendar determining the time and priority for consideration of bills.

RULE FOURTEEN
SEAL AND INSIGNIA
14.1—Seal and insignia

There shall be an official seal of the Senate. The seal shall be the size
of a circle of two and one-half inches diameter having in the center
thereof a fan of the five flags which have flown over Florida, above a disc
containing the words: “In God We Trust” arched above a gavel, quill, and
scroll. At the top of the field of flags shall be the word: “Seal”. At the
bottom shall be the date: “1838”. The perimeter of the seal shall contain
the words: “Senate” and the “State of Florida”.

There shall be an official coat of arms for the Senate. The coat of arms
shall contain a fan of the five flags that have flown over Florida, above
the Great Seal of Florida. At the base of the coat of arms shall be the
words: “The Florida Senate”.

The Senate Seal, the Senate Coat of Arms, official Senate stationery,

calling cards, and facsimiles thereof, may be used only in connection with
official Senate business.

ADJOURNMENT

On motion by Senator Cowin, the Senate in Organization Session
adjourned sine die at 12:32 p.m.
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ENROLLING REPORT

SCR 2-Org has been enrolled, signed by the required Constitutional
Officers and filed with the Secretary of State on December 4, 2000.

Faye W. Blanton, Secretary

CERTIFICATE

THIS IS TO CERTIFY that the foregoing pages, numbered 1 through 32,
inclusive, are and constitute a complete, true and correct journal and record
of the proceedings of the Senate of the State of Florida, in Organization
Session, convened at 10:00 a.m. on the 21st day of November, 2000 and
adjourned at 12:32 p.m. on the 21st day of November, 2000. Additionally,
there has been included a record of the transmittal of a Resolution to the
Secretary of State subsequent to the sine die adjournment of the
Organization Session.

1

Faye W. Blanton
Secretary of the Senate

Tallahassee, Florida
December 5, 2000
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CALL TO ORDER

The Senate was called to order by President McKay at 12:00 noon. A
quorum present—38:

Mr. President Dawson Lawson Saunders

Bronson Diaz de la Portilla Lee Sebesta
Brown-Waite Dyer Meek Silver

Burt Geller Miller Smith

Campbell Holzendorf Mitchell Sullivan

Carlton Horne Peaden Villalobos

Clary Jones Posey Wasserman Schultz
Constantine King Pruitt Webster

Cowin Klein Rossin

Crist Latvala Sanderson

Excused: Senators Garcia and Laurent

PRAYER

The following prayer was offered by the Rev. Frederick A. Buechner,
Rector, All Saints Episcopal Church, Thomasville, Georgia.

Let us pray for our country.

Almighty God, who hast given us this good land for our heritage, we
humbly beseech thee that we may always prove ourselves a people mind-
ful of thy favour and glad to do thy will. Bless our land with honourable
industry, sound learning, and pure manners. Save us from violence,
discord, and confusion; from pride and arrogancy, and from every evil
way. Defend our liberties, and fashion into one united people the multi-
tudes brought hither out of many kindreds and tongues. Endue with the
spirit of wisdom those to whom in thy Name we entrust the authority
of government, that there may be justice and peace at home, and that,
through obedience to thy law, we may show forth thy praise among the
nations of the earth. In the time of prosperity, fill our hearts with thank-
fulness, and in the day of trouble, suffer not our trust in thee to fail.

Most gracious God, we humbly beseech thee, for the State of Florida
and her Senate here assembled—that thou wouldest be pleased to direct
and prosper all their consultations to the advancement of thy glory, the
good of thy Church, and the safety, honour, and welfare of thy people;
that all things may be so ordered and settled by their endeavours, upon
the best and surest foundations, that peace and happiness, truth and

justice, religion and piety may be established among us for all genera-
tions.

We beseech thee to bless and guide the Senators of this state, that they
may deliberate and ordain for our governance—only such things as
please thee, to the glory of thy Name, and the welfare of thy people.

These and all other necessities, for them and for us and for our coun-
try, we humbly beg in thy Name.

Amen.
Adapted from the Book of Common Prayer, 1928
PLEDGE

Senator Latvala led the Senate in the pledge of allegiance to the flag
of the United States of America.

By direction of the President, the Secretary read the following procla-
mation:

THE FLORIDA LEGISLATURE
JOINT PROCLAMATION

TO THE HONORABLE MEMBERS OF THE FLORIDA SENATE AND
THE FLORIDA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES:

WHEREAS, it is of critical importance to the citizens of the State of
Florida that they be represented by electors appointed to the electoral
college and voting on December 18, 2000, and

WHEREAS, the election of electors for President and Vice President of
the United States on November 7, 2000, has led to numerous recounts
and challenges, and it is increasingly less likely that all legal challenges
will have reached finality prior to December 12, 2000, as is necessary to
make those election results conclusive when Congress counts the elec-
toral votes, and

WHEREAS, actions by the courts may have rewritten provisions of the
Florida Election Code and policies, procedures, or practices of local and
state election officials after November 7, 2000, creating serious doubt as
to whether the conduct of certain aspects of the recounting and reporting
of the 2000 election for electors for President and Vice President of the
United States were conducted in accordance with the laws, policies,
procedures, and practices in existence prior to November 7, 2000, as
required by Title 3, Section 5 of the United States Code, which could
jeopardize the conclusiveness of Florida’s electors and possibly result in
all of the voters of the State of Florida being disenfranchised, and

WHEREAS, there remains serious doubt as to the validity and conclu-
siveness of any appointment of electors arising out of an election process
which failed to fully comply with the laws, practices, and procedures in
existence prior to November 7, 2000, and

WHEREAS, Article II, Section 1 of the United States Constitution pro-
vides that the Legislature of Florida shall provide for the manner in
which electors shall be appointed to the electoral college to represent the
voters of the State of Florida, and
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WHEREAS, Title 3, Section 2 of the United States Code provides that
in the event that an election for presidential electors fails to produce a
choice of electors, the electors may be appointed on a subsequent day in
such a manner as the legislature of such state may direct, and

WHEREAS, failure of the Florida Legislature to prepare for the possibil-
ity that the results of the 2000 General Election may still be in doubt on
December 12, 2000, may disenfranchise and deny the citizens of Florida
any voice in the selection of the 43rd President of the United States of
America,

NOW, THEREFORE, We, John M. McKay, President of The Florida
Senate, and Tom Feeney, Speaker of the Florida House of Representa-
tives, by virtue of the authority vested in us by Article III, Section 3(c),
Florida Constitution, and Section 11.011, Florida Statutes, do hereby
proclaim:

1. That the Legislature of the State of Florida is convened in Special
Session pursuant to Article III, Section 3(c), Florida Constitution, and
Section 11.011, Florida Statutes, at the Capitol in Tallahassee, Florida,
at 12:00 noon on Friday, the 8th day of December 2000, for a period of
11 days ending on Monday, the 18th day of December, 2000.

2. That the Legislature is convened for the sole and exclusive pur-
pose of exercising its power by resolving or enacting legislative mea-
sures:

Providing for the manner in which electors shall be appointed if the
2000 General Election fails to produce a final, constitutional choice of
electors, conclusive under Title 3, Section 5, of the United States Code,
in accordance with the Constitution of the United States and with stat-
utes enacted, and policies, procedures, and practices in existence, prior
to November 7, 2000.

Providing for the appointment of electors for President and Vice Presi-
dent of the United States.

Providing for any other matter necessary to fulfill the duty of the
Florida Legislature under Article II, Section 1 of the United States
Constitution or federal laws incidental thereto.

Making a final determination of any controversy or contest concerning
the appointment of all or any of Florida’s Electors for President and Vice
President of the United States, appointed by the Legislature.

John M. McKay, President
The Florida Senate
December 6, 2000

Tom Feeney, Speaker
The Florida House of Representatives
December 6, 2000

Duly filed with and received by the Florida
Department of State this 6th day of December,
2000 by:

Katherine Harris

Secretary of State

December 8, 2000

INTRODUCTION AND
REFERENCE OF BILLS

FIRST READING

By Senator Sullivan—

SCR 2-A—A concurrent resolution providing for the manner of ap-
pointing electors for President and Vice President of the United States;
providing for the appointment of such electors; providing for the filling
of vacancies.

—was referred to the Committee on Ethics and Elections.

REMARKS BY PRESIDENT JOHN M. McKAY

Senators, when we left here on November 21st not one of us expected
to be back so soon, especially not on an issue so critically important to
our nation as the one in which we find ourselves involved today.

As I shared my agenda for the Senate with you on Organizational Day,
it did not include involvement with the highest office in this land. My
agenda for this Senate was, and still is, zero-based budgeting, meaning-
ful tax reform, appropriate elder housing and services, the challenge of
the homeless, foster care, residential group care, and children with de-
velopmental disabilities.

These issues are, of course, in addition to our normal challenges of
improving our education system, protecting the environment, and pro-
moting economic development, just to name a few.

As I look across our chamber and the gallery today, for many, I guess,
these issues pale in comparison to what we will do here in the next few
days. I would like to tell you that in my mind they do not, because these
are the issues that are most important to the citizens of our state. These
are the issues this Senate will be working on long after the television
satellite trucks have departed.

Nevertheless, we are here today to begin a journey that has not been
taken by any state legislature since the late 1800s. No one should con-
fuse my cautious and deliberate approach in evaluating this issue with
timidity. Let me tell you why I have decided that it is necessary that we
act. I will not attempt to explain that journey by leading you through the
labyrinth of constitutional provisions and federal laws that govern the
appointment of Florida’s electors. There will be plenty of time for that
next week.

What I must tell you today is that the commonly perceived mechanism
for electing this country’s leaders may be about to fail. For the votes cast
by our citizens at the polls on November 7th to be conclusively accepted
by Congress, three things must occur.

First, the appointment of electors based on the results of that election
must have been done in accordance with the laws of Florida, as they
existed on election day. Second, all lawsuits regarding the election must
be resolved by December 12, just four days away. Third, the electors
must be appointed in time to ensure that they can vote when the Elec-
toral College meets on December 18th.

I do not think there is a member of this body who, in his or her most
honest moments, believes that the controversies swirling around the
courtrooms of this city can be put to rest, decidedly and without further
challenge, within the next 96 hours. Particularly since new lawsuits
have been filed just in the past few days.

If such finality cannot be achieved, and I hope that it is, there is a
significant risk that this state’s electoral votes may not be counted. I
cannot abandon my constitutional duty and let the six million Floridians
who voted for the candidate of his or her choice four weeks ago not be
heard. Although others have suggested earlier action, now is the time to
be prepared to exercise the unique authority and responsibility given
directly to this body by the United States Constitution to call this special
session for the purpose of making those votes heard.

While some will say that our actions over the next few days will be a
partisan exercise, my view is that they are not. Rather, I am here per-
forming my constitutional responsibility as I see it. Nothing more, noth-
ing less.
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Let me read a portion of a letter that I received from Senator Rossin
the other day. I think that contemplation of his words will benefit this
body. He wrote as follows, “It is my true belief that great men are not
born great. Rather, they are put in positions of historic proportions, and
then, make decisions no one expected they had the capacity to make.”

If events unfold that require me to vote for someone other than George
W. Bush, so be it. I am prepared to do so if that is what it takes to protect
Florida’s 25 electoral votes. I will not allow Florida’s 6 million voters to
be disenfranchised.

Our journey will, at times, take us into uncharted waters. But we must
not let ourselves be drawn into personal squabbles, for that would nega-
tively affect our ability to work together.

Once the television cameras have been turned off, we will have much
work to do and we must do it together if we are going to effectively
address the needs of our state. A comment I made nearly three weeks
ago when I assumed the office of Senate President bears repeating.
When we show respect for each other, we show respect to those who
elected us.

The task ahead of us will, at times, be arduous. But it should, at all
times, be in the manner that reflects the respect and friendships that
have been made on this floor.

I would again like to remind you of the spirit of our friend, Senator Pat
Thomas, who believed that cordiality, decorum, and respect were not
just words used to describe the Florida Senate but were, in fact, the very
heart of the Florida Senate. I look forward to your joining with me in
Senator Thomas’ spirit over the next week. Thank you for your atten-
tion.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Senator Lee announced that the Committee on Ethics and Elections
will meet Monday, December 11 from 11:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m. to
consider SCR 2-A.

Senator Lee announced a deadline of 9:00 a.m. Monday, December 11,
for filing amendments to be considered at the Committee on Ethics and
Elections meeting that day.

Senator Lee announced that in the event the Senate receives a mes-
sage from the House of Representatives containing a Concurrent Resolu-
tion passed by the House, the Committee on Ethics and Elections will
meet Wednesday, December 13 from 9:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. to con-
sider any measures received from the House and referred to this commit-
tee.

Senator Lee announced a deadline of 7:00 a.m. Wednesday, December
13, for filing amendments to be considered at the Committee on Ethics
and Elections meeting that day.

Senator Lee announced that the Special Order Subcommittee of the
Committee on Rules and Calendar will meet Monday, December 11 at
7:30 p.m., or 30 minutes following the adjournment of the Committee on
Ethics and Elections meeting, until completion, to set the Special Order
Calendar for a session on Wednesday, December 13, at 1:00 p.m.

Senator Lee announced a deadline of 12:00 noon Wednesday, Decem-
ber 13, for filing amendments to be considered at the 1:00 p.m. session
that day.

POINT OF ORDER

Senator Geller raised a point of order which addressed four is-
sues: failure to follow Senate precedent; violation of Article II, Section
1 of the U.S. Constitution; violation of Title III, Section 5 of the United
States Code; and violation of the internal procedures of the Senate. The
President requested Senator Geller provide the point of order in writing.

The President referred the point of order to the Chairman of the
Committee on Rules and Calendar for evaluation.

POINT OF ORDER

Senator Campbell raised a point of order as to the method by which
action is being proposed for this special session. The President requested
Senator Campbell provide the point of order in writing.
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The President referred the point of order to the Chairman of the
Committee on Rules and Calendar for evaluation.

MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR AND
OTHER EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS
VETOED BILLS 2000 REGULAR SESSION

The Honorable Katherine Harris
Secretary of State

June 14, 2000

Dear Secretary Harris:

By the authority vested in me as Governor of Florida, under the provi-
sions of Article III, Section 8, of the Constitution of Florida, I do hereby
withhold my approval of and transmit to you with my objections, Senate
Bill 114, enacted during the 32nd Session of the Legislature of Florida
convened under the Constitution of 1968, during the Regular Session of
2000 and entitled:

An act relating to discretionary sales surtaxes; . . .

Under current law, “small counties” are authorized to levy a sales surtax
for operating purposes at a rate of either 0.5 percent or 1 percent. These
taxes may be levied by an extraordinary vote of the governing board of
the county. For this purpose “small county” is defined as a county that
had a population of 50,000 or less as of April 1, 1992. Senate Bill 114
expands the definition of “small county,” and the ability to levy the sales
surtax, to include any county with a population of 75,000 or less as of
October 1, 2000. This applies to only one county.

The effect of Senate Bill 114 is to allow a single county to impose an
additional sales tax on its citizens without the approval of the voters in
that county. This is not the appropriate way to create new taxing author-
ity and should not be encouraged. The county currently has the author-
ity to raise an additional 1 percent surtax, by referendum, for infrastruc-
ture purposes such as transportation. The government’s authority to tax
must ultimately rest with the people. Instituting a new tax without voter
approval, as proposed in Senate Bill 114, bypasses the most direct and
clearest expression of the will of the people.

For these reasons I am withholding my approval of Senate Bill 114, and
do hereby veto the same.

Sincerely,
Jeb Bush, Governor

The Honorable Katherine Harris
Secretary of State

June 14, 2000

Dear Secretary Harris:

By the authority vested in me as Governor of Florida, under the provi-
sions of Article III, Section 8, of the Constitution of Florida, I do hereby
withhold my approval of and transmit to you with my objections, Com-
mittee Substitute for Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 714, enacted
during the 32nd Session of the Legislature of Florida convened under the
Constitution of 1968, during the Regular Session of 2000, and entitled:

An act relating to solid and hazardous waste management; . . .

Committee Substitute for Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 714
relates primarily to waste disposal and transfer in the State of Florida.
On its face, it provides added protections to the regulation of hazardous
waste transfer facilities. Specifically, Committee Substitute for Commit-
tee Substitute for Senate Bill 714 defines hazardous waste transfer
facilities as storage facilities and requires that these facilities be permit-
ted like other hazardous waste storage facilities in the state.

At the same time, however, Committee Substitute for Committee Substi-
tute for Senate Bill 714 includes a provision that runs up against the
Administration’s position on budgeting and contracting. Currently, Flor-
ida provides funding to the Southern Waste Information Exchange, Inc
(SWIX), a not-for-profit corporation, to serve as a clearinghouse for infor-
mation on waste recycling, use, and reuse opportunities for Florida
waste generators. These services are offered to encourage sound envi-
ronmental and cost-effective alternatives to landfilling, incineration and
the treatment of solid waste. Arguably, the assistance provided by SWIX
to public and private businesses is worthwhile and important to our
environment. Where Committee Substitute for Committee Substitute
for Senate Bill 714 goes too far, however, is in specifically naming in
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statute SWIX as the provider of solid and hazardous waste management
assistance to Florida’s public and private sector. Furthermore, it re-
quires the Department of Environmental Protection to request legisla-
tive funding for SWIX in its annual legislative budget request.

By writing this organization into law as the state’s provider and by
requiring the Department of Environmental Protection to include SWIX
in its legislative budget request, Committee Substitute for Committee
Substitute for Senate Bill 714 essentially discourages alternatives to
these particular services or competition from other providers for these
services. It also provides SWIX with an unfair advantage over any other
entity that currently provides or would like to provide these services in
the future.

For the last three budget cycles, SWIX has received state funding, and
most recently received $300,000 to render services to the state and
private entities. So long as SWIX continues to perform in a manner
acceptable to the state and so long as the state determines that this is
a necessary public service, SWIX should remain in good standing.

Nevertheless, by restricting the state’s flexibility as it relates to waste
management assistance programs, Committee Substitute for Commit-
tee Substitute for Senate Bill 714 unfairly provides something akin to
a “guarantee” to one provider. In the final analysis, that is not something
that we should encourage among providers and other entities receiving
state funding.

I encourage the Department of Environmental Protection and the legis-
lative sponsors and co-sponsors of this bill to return next year to pass
legislation that would include the hazardous waste transfer facility pro-
visions of this bill. For the reasons provided above, I am withholding my
approval of Committee Substitute for Committee Substitute for Senate
Bill 714, and do hereby veto the same.

Sincerely,
Jeb Bush, Governor

The Honorable Katherine Harris
Secretary of State

June 9, 2000

Dear Secretary Harris:

By the authority vested in me as Governor of Florida, under the provi-
sions of Article III, Section 19(b), of the Constitution of Florida, I do
hereby withhold my approval of and transmit to you with my objections,
subsections (b), (¢), (d), (e) and (f) of Section 8, comprising specific appro-
priations and related proviso, of Committee Substitute for Committee
Substitute for Senate Bill 862, enacted during the 32nd Session of the
Legislature, convened under the Constitution of 1968, during the Regu-
lar Session of 2000, and entitled:

An act relating to innovative transportation financing; . ..

The specific appropriations and accompanying proviso which comprise
subsections (b), (c), (d), (e) and (f) of Section 8 of Committee Substitute
for Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 862 are hereby vetoed. Com-
mittee Substitute for Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 862, which
provides financial resources for the state’s transportation program, is a
substantive bill containing appropriations related to transportation
projects. Although the appropriations provided in Committee Substitute
for Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 862 are well-intended, ear-
marking dollars for specific transportation projects outside the priorities
established through existing evaluation processes, takes away from the
Department of Transportation’s ability to administer the state’s trans-
portation program based on the authority given the department by s.
339.135, Florida Statutes, regarding how transportation resources
should be specifically allocated to produce the most effective results
possible.

Section 8.
(b) 79th Street Station—Hialeah—Dade Co. ($2,000,000);
(¢) Hollywood Intermodal Initiative—Broward Co.—($1,000,000);

(d) Melbourne Airport—New Hanger Construction—Brevard Co.
($834,937);

(e) South Florida Rail Feasibility Study—Palm Beach/Broward/
Dade ($500,000). Funds provided for the South Florida Rail Corri-
dor Feasibility Study are to review the CSX, FEC and I-95 Corridors
and their relation to land use in Palm Beach, Broward and Dade
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Counties. The department shall contract with the South Florida
Regional Transportation Organization. The study shall be competi-
tively bid under chapter 287;

(f Atlantic Corridor—City of Miami Beach—Dade Co. ($450,000).

The portions of Committee Substitute for Committee Substitute for Sen-
ate Bill 862 which are set forth herein with my objections are hereby
vetoed. All other portions of Committee Substitute for Committee Sub-
stitute for Senate Bill 862 are hereby approved.

Sincerely,
Jeb Bush, Governor

The Honorable Katherine Harris
Secretary of State

June 21, 2000

Dear Secretary Harris:

By the authority vested in me as Governor of Florida, under the provi-
sions of Article III, Section 8, of the Constitution of Florida, I do hereby
withhold my approval of and transmit to you with my objections, Senate
Bill 990, enacted during the 32nd Session of the Legislature of Florida
convened under the Constitution of 1968, during the Regular Session of
2000, and entitled:

An act relating to education; . . .

Senate Bill 990 revises the reporting of student grades on report cards
and substantially revises the high school grading system currently es-
tablished in law. While the bill has a number of provisions, most of the
discussion and debate has focused on the statewide grading scale provi-
sions. Senate Bill 990 deletes the current high school grading system
and scale (which 94% to 100% equates to an A; 85% to 93% a B; 77% to
84% a C; 70% to 77% a D; and below 70% equates to an F) and stipulates
that for the purposes of interpreting grades when teachers do not assign
letter grades, school districts should use a grading scale that is similar
to those used by other states (“A” equals 90-100%, has a grade point
average value of 4, and is defined as outstanding progress). It is this
provision that gives me concern.

The education reforms that have been implemented over the last few
years, have been grounded on four key components: high academic
standards and expectations; annual assessment of progress toward mas-
tery of the Sunshine State Standards; a benchmark goal that students
gain at least a year’s worth of knowledge in a year of schooling; and
accountability for student performance. Posted up against these compo-
nents, I believe Senate Bill 990 has the very real potential of negatively
affecting the high academic standards and expectations teachers have
worked so diligently to implement. Therefore, I have decided to exercise
my authority to veto this bill for the following reasons.

First, Senate Bill 990 takes us back to the original problem that led to
the creation of a statewide grading scale. In 1987, the Florida Legisla-
ture enacted a statewide grading scale in which 94% to 100% equates to
an A; 85% to 93% a B; 77% to 84% a C; 70% to 77% a D; and below 70%
would equate to an F. The purpose of this change was to end the per-
ceived inequity and unfairness caused by different school districts using
different grading scales. By making a new grading scale permissive for
school districts, Senate Bill 990 returns us to the original problem—the
possibility of each school board setting its own grading scale in a way
that treats students inconsistently throughout the state. Supporters of
the bill argue that providing for a new grading scale is necessary to level
the playing field with other states that use the suggested scale. Yet in
trying to create consistency with the rest of the nation, we will end up
creating inconsistent grading scales throughout Florida’s own public
school system. In our own conversations with school districts, this much
is clear. Many school systems are comfortable with the current grading
scale system and have adjusted to its requirements, while on the other
hand, some school districts would like to move to a new grading scale.

Second, by enacting a new grading scale, we send the wrong message to
our children and ignore the limited impact the current grading scale may
have. Last year, the Florida Senate conducted a study of high school
grading practices concluding that teachers tend to adjust their assign-
ments and tests to the grading scale, thus producing a similar number
of A’s, B’s, etc., with one scale as with another. This finding indicates
that the grading scale matters little in the overall outcome of student
grades. If this is true, in a best-case scenario, Senate Bill 990 will not
affect the distribution of grades. Nevertheless, if this finding is correct,
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why then suggest a replacement scale in law that provides a lower
threshold for each grade? What message does that send to teachers,
students and parents?

On the other hand, if the grading scale does matter, which some propo-
nents of this bill believe, we would see more A’s and B’s as a result of the
change. Today’s C would become tomorrow’s B, and today’s B would
become tomorrow’s A. According to the Senate study, 53% of the grades
issued by Florida’s public high schools in 1997/1998 were A’s and B’s.
Under Senate Bill 990, it is quite possible that this percentage would
increase even further. With Florida’s lower than average SAT scores and
high rate of students (41%) who are not prepared for college level
courses, it does not make sense to have more students earning higher
grades with the same level of achievement, or more students earning
higher grades while mastering less content than last year. Unfortu-
nately, if this is the impact of Senate Bill 990, it encourages the very
thing it set out to eliminate—grade inflation.

I understand that supporters of this legislation believe strongly that
something should be done with Florida’s current grading scale. In re-
sponse to that concern, Senator Anna Cowin and I have agreed to work
together in the interim for a better solution. In addition, I am asking the
Commissioner of Education to further study this complex issue and
make recommendations to the 2001 Florida Legislature.

In summary, Senate Bill 990 fails to contribute positively to our goal of
raising standards and improving student achievement. It sends a mixed
signal that may have a negative impact on grading policies and practices
throughout the state. At its best, Senate Bill 990 will have little impact
on grade distribution. At its worst, it will lead to grade inflation.

For these reasons, I am withholding my approval of Senate Bill 990, and
do hereby veto the same.

Sincerely,
Jeb Bush, Governor

The Honorable Katherine Harris
Secretary of State

June 7, 2000

Dear Secretary Harris:

By the authority vested in me as Governor of Florida, under the provi-
sion of Article III, Section 8, of the Constitution of Florida, I do hereby
withhold my approval and transmit to you my objections, Committee
Substitute for Senate Bill 1230, enacted during the 32nd Session of the
Legislature, convened under the Constitution of 1968, during the Regu-
lar Session of 2000, and entitled:

An act relating to eminent domain; . . .

Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 1230 gives municipalities the au-
thority to exercise eminent domain for the purpose of obtaining lands for
a public school and provides a hospital district with the authority to take
possession and title in advance of the entry of a final judgment in emi-
nent domain actions. First, municipalities would be authorized to exer-
cise the power of eminent domain for obtaining lands to be conveyed by
the municipality to the school board of the school district for the county
within the municipality is located, if the school board requests in writing
that the municipality obtain such lands for conveyance to the school
board and promises to use the land to establish a public school. Both
entities currently have eminent domain authority. This provision would
be repealed January 1, 2003. Second, Committee Substitute for Senate
Bill 1230 temporarily expands the eminent domain authority to take
private property under quick-take provisions to a specific hospital dis-
trict created by a special act of the Legislature. The quick-take authority
will allow the hospital to take possession and title in advance of the entry
of final judgment on the value of the property. This provision would be
repealed July 1, 2003.

The power of government to take property is perhaps the most severe of
all governmental powers. Eminent domain often runs in direct conflict
with the rights of private property owners, and though our laws provide
for just compensation, state government must be frugal in the exercise
of this power, and conscientious when it is expanded.

In this particular bill, eminent domain authority is expanded to benefit
the North Broward Hospital District. Essentially, the district’s current
eminent domain authority would be broadened to include the right to
take possession and title to property in advance of the entry of a final
judgment for a specific situation—the expansion of Broward General
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Hospital. Broward General Hospital serves many indigent citizens in
Broward County and is need (sic) of major expansion. It has planned to
expand to provide improved services to a growing population. This is
undoubtedly a worthwhile and needed project. The hospital has begun
negotiations with local property owners to purchase their properties.

My objection to this well-intended bill, however, is that the hospital has
begun this process under the current set of rules governing their emi-
nent domain authority. To change these rules, giving them an expanded
advantage over local property owners, would not be in the spirit of fair
play. Withholding approval of the bill would still allow the project to
continue to move forward under existing law. The needed property can
be acquired successfully to make this needed expansion a reality.

Additionally, allowing this bill to become law would set a precedent
inviting other specific governmental entities currently prohibited from
exercising quick-take proceedings to seek one-time expansions of emi-
nent domain authority. I believe this sets a dangerous precedent and is
a poor basis for creating new statutes. If the expansion of quick-take
authority is an issue that needs addressing, the Legislature should do
so as a policy debate for statewide application. The Legislature has
historically prided itself in ensuring that state laws were only created
as a last resort to address local concerns. Thus, in turn, local entities
should seek assistance through state law only after all options and
avenues have been exhausted.

The use of eminent domain authority is one of the most harsh proceed-
ings known therefore the justification for expanding the scope of existing
eminent domain authority must be proven to be essential, not just conve-
nient or economical. For reasons provided above and out of concern over
the precedent this bill might set, I am withholding my approval of Com-
mittee Substitute for Senate Bill 1230, and do hereby veto the same.

Sincerely,
Jeb Bush, Governor

The Honorable Katherine Harris
Secretary of State

June 16, 2000

Dear Secretary Harris:

By the authority vested in me as Governor of Florida, under the provi-
sions of Article III, Section 19(b), of the Constitution of Florida, I do
hereby withhold my approval of and transmit to you my objection to
Section 6, comprising specific appropriations and related proviso, of
Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 1412, enacted during the 32nd
Session of the Legislature, convened under the Constitution of 1968,
during the Regular Session of 2000, and entitled:

An act relating to public swimming and bathing places; . . .

Although the appropriations provided in Committee Substitute for Sen-
ate Bill 1412 are well intended, there are funds provided to the Depart-
ment of Health in the Fiscal Year 2000-2001 General Appropriations Act
for a similar purpose. Moreover, the Ecosystem Management and Resto-
ration Trust Fund, which funds the appropriation, does not have a posi-
tive fund balance that would allow it to meet this additional obligation.

The objectionable appropriations provided in Committee Substitute for
Senate Bill 1412 are as follows:

Section 6. The sum of $745,000 is appropriated from the Ecosystem
Management and Restoration Trust Fund to the Department of En-
vironmental Protection, Division of Water Resource Management,
Beach Management Program, for fiscal year 2000-2001. These funds
shall be transferred to the Department of Health. The sum of
$745,000 is appropriated from the County Health Department Trust
Fund in the Department of Health during fiscal year 2000-2001 for
a 2-year “Healthy Beaches” study in the coastal waters of Escambia
and Santa Rosa Counties and the Tampa Bay area of Pinellas
County. The purpose of the study is to determine which indicator
organism is best suited to be used with respect to Florida’s waters
and to establish a statewide model to help predict when possible
water-quality problems will occur.

The portion of Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 1412 that is set
forth herein with my objection is hereby vetoed. All other portions of
Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 1412 are hereby approved.

Sincerely,
Jeb Bush, Governor
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The Honorable Katherine Harris
Secretary of State

June 21, 2000

Dear Secretary Harris:

By the authority vested in me as Governor of Florida, under the provi-
sions of Article III, Section 19(b), of the Constitution of Florida, I do
hereby withhold my approval of and transmit to you with my objections,
Section 9, comprising specific appropriations and related proviso, of
Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 1604, enacted during the 32nd
Session of the Legislature of Florida convened under the Constitution of
1968, during the Regular Session of 2000 and entitled:

An act relating to community-based development organizations;. . .

Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 1604 creates the Community-
Based Development Organization Grant Program. This program is es-
sentially the same as the Community Development Support and Assist-
ance Program which the Legislature allowed to sunset on June 30, 1998.
The program was determined to be inefficient by the Office of Program
Policy Analysis and Government Accountability and the grants served
primarily to augment other sources of government assistance. Further,
the loan program was not widely used or when it was used had experi-
enced high loss rates. The bill requires the Department of Community
Affairs to administer this new program without providing program ad-
ministrative resources. In addition, based on further analysis, funding
for the grant program is premature as the rule-making/public hearing
process must be accomplished before funds can be distributed. It is
doubtful that any funds can be disbursed during the upcoming 2000-01
Fiscal Year.

The objectionable appropriations provided in Committee Substitute for
Senate Bill 1604 are as follows:

Section 9. There is hereby appropriated from the General Revenue
Fund the sum of $1 million to be distributed as grants to community-
based development organizations as provided by this act.

The portion of Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 1604 that is set
forth herein with my objection is hereby vetoed. All other portions of
Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 1604 are hereby approved.

Sincerely,
Jeb Bush, Governor

The Honorable Katherine Harris
Secretary of State

May 30, 2000

Dear Secretary Harris:

By the authority vested in me as Governor of Florida, under the provi-
sions of Article III, Section 19(b), of the Constitution of Florida, I do
hereby withhold my approval of and transmit to you with my objections,
subsections (3), (5), (6), and (7) of Section 163, comprising specific appro-
priations and related proviso, of Committee Substitute for Senate Bill
2050, enacted during the 32nd Session of the Legislature, convened
under the Constitution of 1968, during the Regular Session of 2000, and
entitled:

An act relating to workforce innovation; . . .

The specific appropriations and accompanying proviso which comprise
subsections (3), (5), (6), and (7) of Section 163 of Committee Substitute
for Senate Bill 2050 are hereby vetoed. Committee Substitute for Senate
Bill 2050, which makes substantial changes to the state’s workforce
development program, is a substantive bill containing appropriations
related to workforce development, economic development, and welfare
transition services. Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 2050 also
creates a new entity, Workforce Florida, Inc., that is given responsibility
for policy development and planning for Florida’s workforce develop-
ment system. Although the appropriations provided in Committee Sub-
stitute for Senate Bill 2050 are well-intended, earmarking dollars for
specific workforce-related programs takes away from Workforce Florida,
Inc.’s ability to utilize the authority provided by this bill to make deci-
sions regarding how workforce development resources should be specifi-
cally allocated to produce the most effective results possible.

The objectionable appropriations provided in Senate Bill 2050 are as
follows:

Section 163.
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(3) For diversion services for needy families authorized by section
445.018, Florida Statutes, the sum of $8 million is appropriated
from recurring Temporary Assistance for Needy Families funds to
the Agency for Workforce Innovation.

(5) For the Careers for Florida’s Future Incentive Grant Program
established pursuant to sections 445.012-445.0125, Florida, Stat-
utes, the sum of $12 million in recurring General Revenue is appro-
priated to the Agency for Workforce Innovation.

(6) For the Small Business Workforce Service Initiative established
pursuant to section 445.014, Florida, Statutes, the sum of $500,000
in nonrecurring General Revenue is appropriated to the Agency for
Workforce Innovation.

(7) For grants to support local economic development projects that
lead to jobs for needy Florida families pursuant to section 445.015,
Florida Statutes, the sum of $5 million is appropriated from nonre-
curring Temporary Assistance for Needy Families funds to the
Agency for Workforce Innovation.

The portions of Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 2050 which are set
forth herein with my objections are hereby vetoed. All other portions of
Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 2050 are hereby approved.

Sincerely,
Jeb Bush, Governor

The Honorable Katherine Harris
Secretary of State

June 16, 2000

Dear Secretary Harris:

By the authority vested in me as Governor of Florida, under the provi-
sions of Article III, Section 8, of the Constitution of Florida, I do hereby
withhold my approval of and transmit to you with my objections, Com-
mittee Substitute for Senate Bill 2368, enacted during the 32nd Session
of the Legislature of Florida convened under the Constitution of 1968,
during the Regular Session of 2000, and entitled:

An act relating to traffic control; . . .

Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 2368 was intended by its sponsors
to promote traffic safety and reduce motor vehicle accidents through
increased driver improvement education. For the most part, the bill
increases the occasions when a Florida driver must attend a driver
improvement course. While some of these provisions could have a posi-
tive impact on driver safety, other provisions were overly-broad with the
potential to weaken penalties for bad drivers as well as mandate driving
school for those who do not warrant such a sanction.

For example, Florida is currently one of the few states in the nation that
allows drivers who commit a traffic violation to “elect” to attend driving
improvement school in lieu of a court appearance. If the driver takes this
election, points are not assessed and adjudication is withheld. While this
election provides drivers with more education, it can also be viewed as
an opportunity for a driver to avoid tough penalties such as increased
insurance rates or suspension of his or her license. For that reason,
drivers are limited to taking the election only one time a year and only
five times over the course of an individual’s driving history. Originally,
under state law, drivers could take this election only three times over the
course of one’s driving history. Committee Substitute for Senate Bill
2368, however, would not only increase the current limit of five elections
but eliminate the cap altogether, thereby allowing for an unlimited
amount of driving school elections over a driver’s lifetime.

Unfortunately, by allowing an unlimited amount of elections over one’s
life, we would be weakening penalties for the worst drivers on the road.
Drivers can avoid points, increased insurance rates, and adjudication by
electing to attend driving school. But at some point, and certainly after
five trips to driving school, there must be a greater penalty or a greater
disincentive for poor driving. In cases where a driver has already used
up his or her five opportunities to go to driving school and is still driving
carelessly, the only effective deterrent at that point may be the very real
threat of rising insurance rates or the loss of a drivers license. While
driving schools can certainly have a positive impact, there does come a
point where we must admit their ineffectiveness to influence the driving
of some individuals, especially drivers who have high recidivism rates
in spite of attending driving school on numerous occasions. Leniency for
consistently bad drivers, even in the name of more driver’s education, is
something that causes me concern.
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Additionally, another provision of Committee Substitute for Senate Bill
2368 would change Florida’s current law in a way that would make
driving school mandatory for first time offenders if that offender was the
cause of a traffic accident. Currently, the law requires mandatory driv-
ing school for an individual who has been the cause of a traffic accident
twice within a period of two years and caused property damage of at least
$500 in the second crash. The policy behind this provision is to require
driver’s education for drivers who have been the cause of repeat acci-
dents. This policy can be justified on the basis that an individual who
causes two accidents within a limited amount of time should probably
receive additional driving education.

Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 2368, however, would change this
policy so that those who have been the cause of a traffic accident only
once would be required to attend driving school if the damages amount
to at least $2,500. This change would most certainly sweep in drivers
who have had good driving records with the exception of one isolated
accident or drivers who have been unfortunate enough to be involved in
a one-time “fender bender” with an expensive car. Again, I believe in this
circumstance the bill sweeps to (sic) broadly in mandating that first time
offenders attend driving school.

At the same time, there are other provisions of Committee Substitute for
Senate Bill 2368 that ostensibly can accomplish some good. The bill
provides for increased awareness of the option Floridians have to “elect”
driving school over points and adjudication. In addition, the bill also
requires driving school for drivers under 21 years of age who are guilty
of or plead no contest to two non-criminal moving infractions within the
period of one year. In many cases, however, these young drivers will
already be required to attend driving school. In the end, however, it was
the overly-broad nature of this bill in terms of mandatory driving attend-
ance and the potential to weaken penalties for consistently bad drivers
that has convinced me to withhold my support.

For the reasons provided above, I am withholding my approval of Com-
mittee Substitute for Senate Bill 2368, and do hereby veto the same.

Sincerely,
Jeb Bush, Governor

The bills, together with the Governor’s objections thereto,
were referred to the Committee on Rules and Calendar.
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MAJORITY LEADER APPOINTED

On November 27, 2000, the President appointed Senator Jim King, of
District 8, Jacksonville, as Senate Majority Leader.

COMMITTEES APPOINTED
ETHICS AND ELECTIONS

On December 7, 2000, the President announced the appointment of
Senator Carlton, Chairman; Senator Smith, Vice Chairman; Senators
Holzendorf, Horne, Laurent, Rossin and Webster to the Committee on
Ethics and Elections.

RULES AND CALENDAR

On December 7, 2000, the President announced the appointment of
Senator Lee, Chairman; Senator Brown-Waite, Vice Chairman; Sena-
tors Burt, Campbell, Clary, Geller, Holzendorf, Jones, King, Laurent,
Rossin, Saunders, Silver, Sullivan and Webster to the Committee on
Rules and Calendar.

JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE APPOINTED

On November 25, 2000, the President announced the appointment of
Senator Carlton, Co-Chairman; Senators Webster, Laurent, Horne, Ros-
sin, Holzendorf and Smith to the Joint Select Committee on the Manner
of Appointment of Presidential Electors.

CORRECTION AND APPROVAL OF JOURNAL

The Journal of November 21, 2000 was corrected and approved.

RECESS

On motion by Senator Lee, the Senate recessed at 12:44 p.m. for the
purpose of holding committee meetings and conducting other Senate
business to reconvene at 1:00 p.m., Wednesday, December 13 or upon
call of the President.
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The Committee on Rules and Calendar submits the following bill to
be placed on the Special Order Calendar for Wednesday, December 13,
2000: SCR 2-A

Respectfully submitted,
Tom Lee, Chairman

The Committee on Ethics and Elections recommends the following
pass: SCR 2-A

The bill was placed on the calendar.

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES

FIRST READING
The Honorable John McKay, President

I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of Representatives
has adopted as amended HCR 1-A; has adopted HCR 3-A and requests

the concurrence of the Senate.

John B. Phelps, Clerk

By Representatives Cantens, Byrd, Goodlette, Diaz Balart and oth-
ers—

HCR 1-A—A concurrent resolution providing for the manner of ap-
pointing electors for President and Vice President of the United States;
providing for the appointment of such electors; providing for the filling
of vacancies.

—was referred to the Committee on Ethics and Elections.

By Representative Byrd—

HCR 3-A—A concurrent resolution providing for adjournment of the
House of Representatives for more than 72 consecutive hours.

—was referred to the Committee on Rules and Calendar.



Journal of the Senate

Number 3—Special Session A

Wednesday, December 13, 2000

CONTENTS
Announcements . . ... ... ... 9
Call to Order . ........ .. i e 9
Moment of Silence . ......... ... . ... . 9
Point of Order Disposition . ............. . ..., 9
Remarks .. ... ... ... e 9
Reports of Committees . ........... ... ... . ... ... .. .. ... 10

[See end of Journal for Bill Action Summary]

CALL TO ORDER

The Senate was called to order by President McKay at 1:00 p.m. A
quorum present—39:

Mr. President Dawson Laurent Sanderson

Bronson Diaz de la Portilla Lawson Saunders
Brown-Waite Dyer Lee Sebesta

Burt Garcia Meek Silver

Campbell Geller Miller Smith

Carlton Holzendorf Mitchell Sullivan

Clary Horne Peaden Villalobos
Constantine Jones Posey Wasserman Schultz
Cowin King Pruitt Webster

Crist Latvala Rossin

Excused: Senator Klein
MOMENT OF SILENCE

On behalf of the Senate, the President led the body in a moment of
silent prayer for Senator Klein who was unable to be here today due to
a death in his family.

The President also asked the body to take a moment to remember the
family of Senate employee Margaret Lamb, whose son, Melvin Lamb,
passed away Saturday.

PRAYER

The following prayer was offered by Rabbi Jackie Wexler, Congrega-
tion Shomrei Torah, Tallahassee:

In the Five Books of Moses, we have several instances of different
groups of people working together for the sake of the common good. We
have Joseph, one of the sons of Jacob, who comes to act as a management
consultant to Pharaoh, helping save the Egyptian people from great
famine; and then we have Jethro, the Midianite father-in-law of Moses,
who also works as a management consultant to Moses, establishing a
more efficient judiciary for the children of Israel. In each case, it is the
partnership of differing people that bring about positive resolution for
the sake of the people.

Heavenly Father, guide the leaders of this great state and nation, as
they look to You for wisdom and support. Grant them the insight to lead
us in understanding; may their hearts be filled with awe at the sacred
task before them. May they walk in the light of your spirit; as Your light
illumines our lives. Grant that their labors be a source of blessing for all
people. And let us say, Amen.

PLEDGE

Senator Jones led the Senate in the pledge of allegiance to the flag of
the United States of America.

DISPOSITION ON POINTS OF ORDER

Senator Campbell withdrew the pending point of order he raised on
Friday, December 8.

Senator Geller withdrew the pending point of order he raised on Fri-
day, December 8.

REMARKS BY PRESIDENT JOHN M. McKAY

Senators, our next order of business would be, and was expected to be,
the consideration of the Special Order Calendar that was approved Mon-
day by the Special Order Subcommittee of the Rules Committee. How-
ever, in view of the opinion issued by the United States Supreme Court
last night, I have a few comments that I would like to offer you.

I believe that you have been exemplary in the patience and the cooper-
ation that you have shown over the past week, and for some of you,
periods earlier than that. You conducted yourselves in a thoughtful and
respectful manner and in a manner befitting the tradition of the Senate
which is most important to me. I will tell you that I am completely in awe
of our Founding Fathers because over two hundred years ago they
crafted a document that has withstood the test of time and the test of the
last few weeks. Our Constitution has endured and has guided us down
the path toward resolution of this issue.

Reasonable people can disagree reasonably. We all know that. And,
although some of us have disagreed with the actions of this legislature
or the need for action on the part of this legislature, I think we can all
agree that our measured approach was the right course to take.

Last night the U.S. Supreme Court recognized the legislature’s re-
sponsibility to choose its electors. If necessary, we must be in a position
to act. Our goal must remain to protect Florida’s six million voters and
to ensure that the twenty-five electoral votes are counted. With last
night’s ruling it appears that we may have reached the point of finality,
but at this point I don’t believe any of us can say with complete assur-
ance that that is correct.

The Senate staff and outside counsel are continuing to review the
ruling to determine if further action is warranted by this body. As I
previously said, we must be deliberate and cautious in charting our
course. Since I'm a sailor, I'll tell you that we’ve successfully negotiated
uncharted waters in the past few weeks and it is my intention that we
will not run aground as we continue.

Therefore, out of respect for the Vice President, we will wait to hear
his comments this evening before taking further action.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Senator Lee announced that the Special Order Calendar established
for this day would carry over until the Senate reconvenes.

Senator Lee announced a deadline of 5:00 p.m. this day for filing
amendments to the Special Order Calendar to be considered Thursday,
December 14.
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES RECESS
The Committee on Ethics and Elections recommends the following On motion by Senator Lee, the Senate recessed at 1:12 p.m. for the
pass: HCR 1-A with one amendment purpose of holding committee meetings and conducting other Senate

business to reconvene at 2:00 p.m., Thursday, December 14 or upon call

The bill was placed on the calendar. of the President.

CORRECTION AND APPROVAL OF JOURNAL

The Journals of December 8 and 12 were corrected and approved.
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CALL TO ORDER

The Senate was called to order by President McKay at 2:00 p.m. A
quorum present—39:

Mr. President Dawson Laurent Sanderson
Bronson Diaz de la Portilla Lawson Saunders
Brown-Waite Dyer Lee Sebesta
Burt Garcia Meek Silver
Campbell Geller Miller Smith
Carlton Holzendorf Mitchell Sullivan
Clary Horne Peaden Villalobos
Constantine Jones Posey Wasserman Schultz
Cowin King Pruitt Webster
Crist Latvala Rossin
Excused: Senator Klein
PRAYER

At the request of the President, Secretary Blanton read the following
devotional entitled Through the Fire:

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you
pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk
through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you
ablaze. Isaiah 43:2 (NIV)

“Lately, I understand how Job must have felt,” the woman said.
“Sometimes I think if I knew why I was having to face problems, I could
deal with them better.”

But in the back of my mind, I wondered, “Would knowing the whys of
hardship and suffering really satisfy me? Would understanding ease the
pain?”

There are many difficult situations in our lives. It may be years before
understanding comes, if ever. Maybe it is less important to know why we
suffer and more important to know that we can trust God to bring us
safely through the bad times, to know that we can depend on God’s grace
and sufficiency.

In the middle of a crisis, sometimes the only prayer we can articulate
is, “Lord, help me.” And I have learned that even in the fires of life, we
can depend on God’s promise, “I will be with you.”

Lord, help us to sense your presence even in the bad times. Keep us
safe and bring us through the fires of life. Thank you for your strength.
Thank you for being our refuge and may we ask for your continued
blessing on the United States of America. Amen.

PLEDGE

Senator Bronson led the Senate in the pledge of allegiance to the flag
of the United States of America.
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INTRODUCTION OF FORMER SENATOR

The President introduced former Senate President James Scott who
was present in the chamber.

ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS

On motion by Senator Silver—

By Senators Silver, McKay, Bronson, Brown-Waite, Burt, Campbell,
Carlton, Clary, Constantine, Cowin, Crist, Dawson, Diaz de la Portilla,
Dyer, Garcia, Geller, Holzendorf, Horne, Jones, King, Klein, Latvala,
Laurent, Lawson, Lee, Meek, Miller, Mitchell, Peaden, Posey, Pruitt,
Rossin, Sanderson, Saunders, Sebesta, Smith, Sullivan, Villalobos,
Wasserman Schultz and Webster—

SR 4-A—A resolution recognizing the hard work of the citizens of this
state following the election held on November 7, 2000, and urging the
discontinuation of partisan attacks.

WHEREAS, this state and the United States of America experienced
on November 7, 2000, the closest presidential election in history, and

WHEREAS, since November 8, 2000, thousands of Floridians have
worked tirelessly and effectively to ensure that the votes cast in this
state were counted accurately and completely under extreme circum-
stances and with the entire world watching, and

WHEREAS, the results of this 2000 Presidential Election were con-
tested in the state and federal courts, and

WHEREAS, understandably, this election contest has stirred partisan
passions on all sides of the issue and across the political spectrum, and

WHEREAS, these partisan passions have led to increasing and re-
peated attacks on members of the legislative, executive, and judicial
branches of government, including members of county canvassing
boards throughout the state, and

WHEREAS, the balance of government provides for a system of checks
and balances and invites debate and scrutiny of the decisions made by
officers of these branches of government, but does not invite personal
attacks, and

WHEREAS, these attacks have become personal in nature and have
gone beyond the acceptable realm of debate, NOW, THEREFORE,

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:

That the Florida Senate finds these attacks to be harmful, offensive,
divisive, unnecessary, and unwarranted.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Florida Senate recognizes the
hard work of its citizens, does not condone these personal attacks on the
three branches of government, and urges all those involved in this public
debate to cease the malicious ad hominem attacks.

—was introduced out of order and read in full. On motion by Senator
Silver, SR 4-A was read the second time by title and adopted.

The vote on adoption was:

Yeas—39

Mr. President Burt Clary Crist

Bronson Campbell Constantine Dawson
Brown-Waite Carlton Cowin Diaz de la Portilla
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Dyer Latvala Peaden Silver

Garcia Laurent Posey Smith

Geller Lawson Pruitt Sullivan
Holzendorf Lee Rossin Villalobos

Horne Meek Sanderson Wasserman Schultz
Jones Miller Saunders Webster

King Mitchell Sebesta

Nays—None

REMARKS BY PRESIDENT JOHN M. MCKAY

Senators, we have had an extraordinarily close glimpse at history. Our
state was faced with the almost unprecedented task of having to protect
Florida’s electoral votes—and without the benefit of any historical
guidelines to mark the way. Rather than losing our way, we have fol-
lowed our instincts.

As events unfolded on a sometimes-hourly basis and were broadcast
to the nation, the gravity of the situation and the import of our actions
hit home. We said time and again that we would be cautious in our words
and actions. We relied on the sound counsel of our members. We engaged
experts with insight and expertise in this complex legal area.

All advised us that we must be ready to provide a “safe harbor” so
Florida’s voters were not disenfranchised. Don’t misunderstand what
happened here in these chambers. Although we did not take legislative
action, your time and efforts were wisely invested.

December 14, 2000

If not for the Legislature’s participation, specifically the amicus briefs
with the U.S. Supreme Court, I firmly believe that we could not stand
here today with the conviction that this issue is resolved. Vice President
Gore, in an undeniably difficult speech, was gracious and conciliatory.
President-elect Bush was articulate in expressing the need to heal our
country and work on issues important to Americans.

I would like to thank Speaker Feeney and the House of Representa-
tives for their efforts to ensure that Florida’s votes were protected. And
please allow me to extend my sincere appreciation to each of you for the
manner in which you have handled this matter.

It is now time for all of us to turn our attention back to the issues that
are most important to the people we serve. I look forward to working
side-by-side with each of you to improve the lives of Floridians. In the
New Year, we will gather with a renewed spirit to achieve our many
common goals. But for now, it’s time for all of us to enjoy the holidays
with our families and friends. Best wishes to you and your families for
a happy and healthy holiday season and New Year.

CORRECTION AND APPROVAL OF JOURNAL
The Journal of December 13 was corrected and approved.

ADJOURNMENT

On motion by Senator Lee, the Senate in Special Session adjourned
sine die at 2:16 p.m.
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BRONSON, CHARLIE—18th District
Co-sponsored: 4-A

BROWN-WAITE, GINNY—10th District
Co-sponsored: 4-A

Committees: Rules and Calendar, Vice Chairman

BURT, LOCKE—16th District
Co-sponsored: 4-A

Committees: Rules and Calendar

CAMPBELL, WALTER G. “SKIP”, JR.—33rd District
Co-sponsored: 4-A

Committees: Rules and Calendar

CARLTON, LISA—24th District
Co-sponsored: 4-A

Committees: Ethics and Elections, Chairman; Joint Select Commit-
tee on the Manner of Appointment of Presidential Electors,
Co-Chairman

CLARY, CHARLIE—7th District
Co-sponsored: 4-A

Committees: Rules and Calendar

CONSTANTINE, D. LEE—9th District
Co-sponsored: 4-A

COWIN, ANNA P.—11th District
Co-sponsored: 4-A

CRIST, VICTOR D.—13th District
Co-sponsored: 4-A

DAWSON, M. MANDY—30th District
Co-sponsored: 4-A

DIAZ DE LA PORTILLA, ALEX—34th District
Co-sponsored: 4-A

DYER, BUDDY—14th District
Co-sponsored: 4-A

GARCIA, RUDY—39th District
Co-sponsored: 4-A

GELLER, STEVEN A.—29th District
Co-sponsored: 4-A

Committees: Rules and Calendar

HOLZENDORF, BETTY S.—2nd District
Co-sponsored: 4-A

Committees: Ethics and Elections; Rules and Calendar; Joint Select
Committee on the Manner of Appointment of Presidential Electors

HORNE, JIM—6th District
Co-sponsored: 4-A

Committees: Ethics and Elections; Joint Select Committee on the
Manner of Appointment of Presidential Electors
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JONES, DARYL L.—40th District
Co-sponsored: 4-A

Committees: Rules and Calendar

KING, JAMES E. “JIM”, JR.—8th District
Co-sponsored: 4-A

Committees: Rules and Calendar

KLEIN, RON—28th District
Co-sponsored: 4-A

LATVALA, JACK—19th District
Co-sponsored: 4-A

LAURENT, JOHN F.—17th District
Co-sponsored: 4-A

Committees: Ethics and Elections; Rules and Calendar; Joint Select
Committee on the Manner of Appointment of Presidential Electors

LAWSON, ALFRED “AL”, JR.—3rd District
Co-sponsored: 4-A

LEE, TOM—23rd District
Co-sponsored: 4-A

Committees: Rules and Calendar, Chairman

MCKAY, JOHN M.—26th District
Co-sponsored: 4-A

MEEK, KENDRICK B.—36th District
Co-sponsored: 4-A

MILLER, LESLEY “LES”, JR.—21st District
Co-sponsored: 4-A

MITCHELL, RICHARD—4th District
Co-sponsored: 4-A

PEADEN, DURELL, JR.—1st District
Co-sponsored: 4-A

POSEY, BILL—15th District
Co-sponsored: 4-A

PRUITT, KEN—27th District
Co-sponsored: 4-A

ROSSIN, TOM—35th District
Co-sponsored: 4-A

Committees: Ethics and Elrctions; Rules and Calendar; Joint Select
Committee on the Manner of Appointment of Presidential Electors

SANDERSON, DEBBY P.—31st District
Co-sponsored: 4-A
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SAUNDERS, BURT L.—25th District SULLIVAN, DONALD C., M.D.—22nd District
Co-sponsored: 4-A Prime Sponsored: 2-A

Committees: Rules and Calendar Co-sponsored:  4-A

L. Committees: Rules and Calendar
SEBESTA, JIM—20th District

Co-sponsored: 4-A VILLALOBOS, J. ALEX—37th District

SILVER, RONALD A.—38th District Co-sponsored:  4-A

Prime Sponsored: 4-A WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, DEBBIE—32nd District

Committees: Rules and Calendar Co-sponsored: 4-A

SMITH, ROD—5th District WEBSTER, DANIEL—12th District
Co-sponsored: 4-A Co-sponsored: 4-A
Committees: Ethics and Elections, Vice Chairman; Joint Select Com- Committees: Ethics and Elections; Rules and Calendar; Joint Select

mittee on the Manner of Appointment of Presidential Electors Committee on the Manner of Appointment of Presidential Electors
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(Boldfaced bill numbers passed both houses—adopted one-house resolutions also boldfaced.)

E

ELECTIONS
Presidential electors, S2-A, H1-A

L

LEGISLATURE
House of Representatives, adjournment for more than 72 consecutive
hours, H3-A

RESOLUTIONS

Concurrent Resolutions
Elections, S2-A, H1-A
House of Representatives, adjournment for more than 72 consecu-

tive hours, H3-A

Elections, S2-A, S4-A, H1-A

House of Representatives, adjournment for more than 72 consecutive
hours, H3-A

16

A%

VETOED BILLS-2000 REGULAR SESSION

Appropriations Bill 2000, line-item vetoes, H2145(2000-166)

Community-based development organizations, line-item veto of ap-
propriation, S1604(2000-351)

County discretionary sales surtaxes, S114

Driver’s license suspension, H113

Education, S990

Eminent domain, S1230

Healthy Beaches study, line-item veto of appropriation,
S1412(2000-309)

School impact fees, H2179

Solid and hazardous waste management, S714

Traffic control, S2368

Transportation financing, line-item veto of appropriations,
S5862(2000-257)

Workforce Innovation Act of 2000, line-item veto of appropriations,
S2050(2000-165)
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(To Obtain the Number of a Bill, see Subject Index)

Abbreviations:

BA — Bill Action

Ch. — Chapter Number, Bill Passed

CO — Co-Sponsors

CR — Committee Report

CS — Committee Substitute

FR — First Reading

MO — Motion

Boldfaced Page Numbers — Passage of Bill

Types of Bills:
SB/HB — Senate/House Bill

SCR/HCR — Senate/House Concurrent Resolution
SJR/HJR — Senate/House Joint Resolution

Final Disposition:

Adopted

CSP — Companion or Similar Bill Passed
DCH — Died on House Calendar

DCS — Died on Senate Calendar

DHC — Died in House Committee

DM — Died in Messages

DNI — Died, Not Introduced

DSC — Died in Senate Committee

FPH — Failed to Pass House

FPS — Failed to Pass Senate

LTH — Laid on Table in House

LTS — Laid on Table in Senate

Passed

UHC — Unfavorable Report, House Committee

SM/HM — Senate/House Memorial USC — Unfavorable Report, Senate Committee
SR — Senate Resolution Vetoed
WNI — Withdrawn, Not Introduced
WS — Withdrawn from the Senate
SCR SR

2-A  Electors/Appointments (Sullivan) (FR)2, 3, (CR)8 DCS

4-A  Elections/Hard Work of Citizens (Silver and others)
(FR)11  Adopted

HOUSE BILLS, RESOLUTIONS AND MEMORIALS RECEIVED IN SENATE
HCR

HCR

1-A  Electors/Appointments (Cantens and others) (FR)S8,

(CR)10 DCS
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3-A  House of Representatives/Adjournment (Byrd) (FR)8
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MEMBERS OF THE SENATE

(25 Republicans, 15 Democrats)

REGULAR SESSION 2001

District 1: Durell Peaden, Jr. (R), Crestview**
Holmes, Washington, and parts of Bay, Escambia, Okaloosa, Santa
Rosa and Walton

District 2: Betty S. Holzendorf (D), Jacksonville*
Parts of Alachua, Clay, Duval, Putnam and St. Johns

District 3: Alfred “Al” Lawson, Jr. (D), Tallahassee**
Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Jackson, Liberty, Wakulla, and
parts of Bay, Jefferson, Leon and Madison

District 4: Richard Mitchell (D), Jasper*
Baker, Dixie, Gilchrist, Hamilton, Lafayette, Nassau, Taylor, and
parts of Alachua, Bradford, Citrus, Columbia, Jefferson, Leon, Levy,
Madison, Marion, Suwannee and Union

District 5: Rod Smith (D), Alachua**
Parts of Alachua, Bradford, Clay, Columbia, Levy, Marion, Putnam,
Suwannee and Union

District 6: Jim Horne (R), Orange Park*
Parts of Clay, Duval and St. Johns

District 7: Charlie Clary (R), Destin**
Parts of Bay, Escambia, Okaloosa, Santa Rosa and Walton

District 8: James E. “Jim” King, Jr. (R), Jacksonville****
Flagler, and parts of Duval, Marion, St. Johns and Volusia

District 9: Lee Constantine (R), Altamonte Springs**
Parts of Orange and Seminole

District 10: Ginny Brown-Waite (R), Brooksville*
Hernando, and parts of Pasco, Polk and Sumter

District 11: Anna P. Cowin (R), Leesburg**
Lake, and parts of Citrus, Marion, Seminole and Sumter

District 12: Daniel Webster (R), Winter Garden*
Parts of Orange, Osceola, Seminole and Volusia

District 13: Victor D. Crist (R), Tampa**
Parts of Hillsborough and Pasco

District 14: Buddy Dyer (D), Orlando*
Parts of Orange and Seminole

District 15: Bill Posey (R), Rockledge**
Parts of Brevard, Indian River and St. Lucie

District 16: Locke Burt (R), Ormond Beach*
Part of Volusia

District 17: John F. Laurent (R), Bartow**
Parts of Highlands, Okeechobee and Polk

District 18: Charlie Bronson (R), Indian Harbour Beach*
Parts of Brevard and Osceola

District 19: Jack Latvala (R), Palm Harbor**
Parts of Pasco and Pinellas

District 20: Jim Sebesta (R), St. Petersburg*
Parts of Hillsborough and Pinellas

District 21: Lesley “Les” Miller, Jr. (D), Tampa**
Parts of Hillsborough, Manatee and Pinellas

District 22: Donald C. Sullivan, M.D. (R), St. Petersburg*
Part of Pinellas

District 23: Tom Lee (R), Brandon**
Parts of Hillsborough and Polk

District 24: Lisa Carlton (R), Osprey*
Parts of Charlotte, Lee and Sarasota

District 25: Burt L. Saunders (R), Naples**
Parts of Collier and Lee

District 26: John M. McKay (R), Bradenton*
DeSoto, Hardee, and parts of Highlands, Manatee and Sarasota

District 27: Ken Pruitt (R), Port St. Lucie**
Parts of Indian River, Martin, Palm Beach and St. Lucie

District 28: Ron Klein (D), Delray Beach*
Parts of Broward and Palm Beach

District 29: Steven A. Geller (D), Hallandale Beach**
Hendry, and parts of Broward, Collier and Palm Beach

District 30: M. Mandy Dawson (D), Ft. Lauderdale*
Parts of Broward and Palm Beach

District 31: Debby P. Sanderson (R), Fort Lauderdale**
Parts of Broward and Palm Beach

District 32: Debbie Wasserman Schultz (D), Pembroke Pines***
Parts of Broward and Dade

District 33: Walter G. “Skip” Campbell, Jr. (D),
Ft. Lauderdale**
Part of Broward

District 34: Alex Diaz de la Portilla (R), Miami**#*##
Part of Dade

District 35: Tom Rossin (D), Royal Palm Beach**
Glades, and parts of Charlotte, Lee, Martin, Okeechobee and Palm
Beach

District 36: Kendrick B. Meek (D), Miami*
Part of Dade

District 37: J. Alex Villalobos (R), Miami**
Part of Dade

District 38: Ronald A. Silver (D), North Miami*
Part of Dade

District 39: Rudy Garcia (R), Hialeah™*
Part of Dade

District 40: Daryl L. Jones (D), Miami*
Monroe and part of Dade

* Holdovers
wk Elected General Election November 7, 2000, for a four-year term

*##%  Hlected General Election November 7, 2000, for a term expiring
November 2002

w#k%  Klected Special General Election March 9, 1999, for a term
expiring November 2002

#xxk Hlected Special General Election January 25, 2000, for a term
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CALL TO ORDER

The Senate was called to order by President McKay at 10:00 a.m. A
quorum present—39:

Mr. President Dawson Latvala Rossin

Bronson Diaz de la Portilla Laurent Sanderson
Brown-Waite Dyer Lawson Saunders

Burt Garcia Lee Sebesta

Campbell Geller Meek Silver

Carlton Holzendorf Miller Smith

Clary Horne Mitchell Sullivan
Constantine Jones Peaden Villalobos

Cowin King Posey Wasserman Schultz
Crist Klein Pruitt

Excused: Senator Webster until 11:00 a.m.

PRAYER

The following prayer was offered by the Rev. Frederick A. Buechner,
Rector, All Saints Episcopal Church, Thomasville, Georgia:

O God, the fountain of wisdom, whose statutes are good and gracious
and whose law is truth; we beseech thee so to guide and bless the Senate
of the State of Florida, that it may ordain for our governance only such
things as please thee, to the glory of thy name and the welfare of thy
people.

Save them from all error, ignorance, pride, prejudice; and of thy great
mercy vouchsafe, we beseech thee, so to direct, sanctify, and govern them

in their work—that they, knowing whose ministers they are may above
all things seek thy honor and glory. And that we and all the people, duly
considering whose authority they bear, may faithfully and obediently
honor them according to thy blessed word and ordinance, world without
end. Amen.

Adapted from The Book of Common Prayer
PLEDGE

Senate Pages LéTisha Dorsey of Havana and Meriam Kling of Sara-
sota, led the Senate in the pledge of allegiance to the flag of the United
States of America.

DOCTOR OF THE DAY

The President recognized Dr. Daniel Roberts of Rockledge, sponsored
by Senator Posey, as doctor of the day. Dr. Roberts specializes in Derma-
tology.

SPECIAL PERFORMANCE

The President introduced Lizbet Martinez, the special guest of Sena-
tor Villalobos. Ms. Martinez, a sophomore at Florida International Uni-
versity, majoring in music education, performed a violin solo of “The
Star-Spangled Banner” for the Senate. Ms. Martinez and her family fled
Cuba on a raft in 1995. When the Coast Guard rescued them, she wanted
to somehow thank those Americans who had brought them from harm’s
way. Not speaking a word of English and bringing little else from her
homeland but her violin, she gave thanks through the universal lan-
guage of music by playing “The Star-Spangled Banner.”

SPECIAL GUESTS
The President introduced his wife, Michelle McKay.

The President recognized the following former Senate Presi-
dents: Mallory E. Horne, 1972-74; John W. Vogt, 1986-88, Gwen Mar-
golis, 1990-92; James Scott, 1994-96, and his wife, Janice Scott.

The President recognized Lieutenant Governor Frank Brogan; Comp-
troller Robert Milligan; Secretary of State Katherine Harris; Treasurer
and Insurance Commissioner Tom Gallagher; Commissioner of Agricul-
ture Terry Rhodes; Commissioner of Education Charlie Crist; Attorney
General Robert Butterworth; and U.S. Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development Mel Martinez.

The President also recognized former Senators William Bankhead and
Curtis Kiser.

COMMITTEES APPOINTED

On motion by Senator Brown-Waite that a committee be appointed to
notify the House of Representatives that the Senate was convened and
ready to proceed to the business of the session, the President appointed
Senators Pruitt, Miller, Sanderson, Villalobos and Wasserman Schultz.
The committee was excused.
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On motion by Senator Carlton that a committee be appointed to notify
the Governor that the Senate was convened and ready to proceed to the
business of the session, the President appointed Senators King, Bron-
son, Holzendorf, Lawson, Rossin and Laurent. The committee was ex-
cused.

COMMITTEES DISCHARGED

The committee appointed to notify the House of Representatives ap-
peared at the bar of the Senate and reported to the President that its
duty had been performed. The committee was thanked for its service and
discharged.

The committee appointed to notify the Governor appeared at the bar
of the Senate and reported to the President that its duty had been
performed. The committee was thanked for its service and discharged.

ADDRESS BY PRESIDENT
JOHN M. MCKAY

Welcome back to the Florida Senate. It is appropriate to begin this
session by showing our appreciation to the special people in our lives.
Each of us here today owes a tremendous debt of gratitude to our family
members whose sacrifice is, at times, far greater than our own. We
thank you all so very much.

I would like to again thank each member of the Senate for your deco-
rum during the special session in December. No matter what your party,
or candidate preference, you conducted yourself in a manner that made
all Floridians proud.

Let us now address the business of our state, and the needs of our
constituents because today is truly a day of new beginnings. As we
convene Florida’s first legislative session of the 21st Century, we are
presented with a humbling challenge—laying a solid foundation that
will improve the lives of all Floridians.

It is with this in mind that we embark on a 60-day journey, heartened
by the belief that together we can accomplish great things.

The Senate will work together to provide innovative solutions to the
problems facing our state. We will have open and meaningful dialogue.
We will have lively yet respectful debate. We will agree, and we will
disagree.

It will be this exchange of differing views that will best serve those we
represent and it will be through this process that we, as the Senate, will
reach consensus.

While there are many issues at the forefront of our debate each ses-
sion, there remain critical issues that demand solutions but receive little
attention—the care of our elderly, children with developmental disabili-
ties, those in foster care, as well as the plight of the homeless.

We will also continue our efforts to improve our education system,
preserve our precious environment, and protect our citizens. We will go
ever further. We will deal with election reform, cabinet reform, zero-
based budgeting and begin the much-needed modernization of our anti-
quated tax system.

Let us begin with our most vulnerable.

In his inaugural address, President Bush made a reference that will
serve as a guide to us this session: “When we see that wounded traveler
on the road to Jericho, we will not pass to the other side.”

Our seniors deserve the best quality of care in any setting, whether
through nursing homes, assisted living facilities, community-based care
or in their own homes whenever possible. Support must be provided not
only to the individual, but to the family as well.

We will be diligent in finding a delicate balance between protecting
our most fragile from abuse, while providing for a healthy nursing-home
industry.

As we provide care for our parents, we must not forget that the future
lies within the hearts and minds of our children. To that end, we will
weave a strong fabric of care for those children unable to help them-
selves—children in the foster care system.
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When these children are removed from their homes as a result of
abuse or neglect, they are too often placed in overcrowded foster homes.
These children, who at times have little chance of being adopted or
returned to their biological parents, deserve a loving home with a sense
of safety and permanency. That is a goal we all share and for which we
must strive.

One issue that is close to my heart is that of children with developmen-
tal disabilities, such as dyslexia and attention deficit disorder. Training
is needed to help teachers and families recognize the symptoms of a
disability.

Once disorders are identified and understood, we can greatly improve
a child’s chance of success throughout his or her educational experience.
We will need to channel these children. We must provide the incentives
to insure that teachers are ready and willing to accept this challenge.

Unfortunately, too often the chances of educational success elude fam-
ilies. We must erase the educational gap that exists for many families
struggling to provide opportunities for their children.

We will accomplish this by providing more choices so that everyone,
regardless of means, can attain their educational goals.

We will have the opportunity to modernize the governance of our
higher education system. We should welcome it. There are those who
wish to protect this status quo, but recent years have shown that that
management system has not served us well.

Change is constant, and if our management systems do not evolve
with that change, we will be left behind. That is something we simply
cannot afford.

Opportunities mean different things to different people. While a book
may open a young person’s mind to the world, it may not provide the
same turning point for those who live in the hardened world of drug
abuse and prostitution.

Such individuals bring upon themselves and their families the hard-
ship and heartbreak of a world filled with disappointment and regrets.
We must help break this self-imposed cycle and destructive pattern of
behavior by providing a strong support system that will allow these
individuals to become productive members of society.

Each day in our state, there are thousands of Floridians without food,
a home, or appropriate shelter. As each of you know, homelessness is no
longer a problem reserved for major cities, but one that permeates all
communities.

We will focus on local housing incentives, common sense coordination
of services, as well as the underlying causes that lead to and perpetuate
this condition—drug abuse and mental illness.

These issues affect each and every one of us on both a social and
economic level. The time is now for innovative ideas and a commitment
to give those in need a fighting chance.

There is more to be done.

Various commissions have examined areas of critical concerns. To
those who served on the Growth Management Study Commission, the
Energy 2020 Commission, the Select Task Force on Election Procedures,
and the Education Governance Task Force, we thank you for your efforts
and leadership.

We will take those work products and carefully review their findings
and recommendations in order to sculpt legislation to address these
pressing needs.

To support all these efforts, it is imperative that we take a new ap-
proach to our budgeting process. We will accelerate our zero-based bud-
geting efforts to ensure taxpayer dollars are allocated responsibly and
effectively to meet the needs of our state.

This process will not be easy. To the contrary, it will be one of the most
challenging, yet worthwhile, tasks we undertake. And it will be accom-
plished in the Senate’s thorough and deliberate manner.

I believe that the simplification and modernization of our tax system
is critical to Florida’s future. Citizens deserve a tax structure that is
simple and fair—yet also encourages economic growth in our state.
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This process may take more than two years; but it begins today. My
goal is to commence the discussion in order to bring our tax structure
into the technological age. And while too often people confuse tax reform
with tax increase, let me assure you that nothing could be farther from
the truth.

The needs of our state are wide and varied. As we address these issues
in this Senate, there will be no rush to judgment. There will be ample
discussion and deliberation.

The leaders of the Florida Senate will be the Senators from each
district. It will take a team effort, along with tough decisions, to provide
a framework in which to govern.

Our constituents, who put their faith in us with their vote, will be
represented by each of the forty voices they sent to this chamber to work
on their behalf—and on behalf of the Florida we all hold dear.

History has judged those who have served before and will certainly
judge us. Let each of us here today pledge to place ideals before rhetoric,
principles before politics, and respect before criticism.

If we do so, not only will we be able to provide comfort to that wounded
traveler on the road to Jericho, we will also set the tone for governing
in the 21st Century.

Ladies and gentlemen, thank you for your commitment to the Senate
and our great state.

Let us now begin.

COMMITTEE RECEIVED

A committee from the House of Representatives composed of Repre-
sentatives Negron, Benson, Clarke, Ross, Diaz-Balart, Paul, Justice,
Richardson, Bucher and Meadows was received and informed the Senate
that the House of Representatives was convened and ready to proceed
to the business of the session. The committee then withdrew from the
chamber.

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES

The Honorable John M. McKay, President

I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of Representatives
has adopted HCR 1-Org. and requests the concurrence of the Senate.

John B. Phelps, Clerk
By Representative Byrd—

HCR 1-Org.—A concurrent resolution providing that the House of
Representatives and Senate convene in Joint Session for the purpose of
receiving a message from the Governor.

WHEREAS, His Excellency, Governor Jeb Bush, has expressed a de-
sire to address the Legislature in Joint Session, NOW, THEREFORE,

Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of Florida, the
Senate Concurring:

That the House of Representatives and the Senate convene in Joint
Session in the Chamber of the House of Representatives at 11:00 a.m.
this day, March 6, 2001, for the purpose of receiving the message of the
Governor.

—was read the first time in full. On motion by Senator Lee, by two-
thirds vote HCR 1-Org. was read the second time by title, unanimously
adopted and certified to the House.

MOTIONS RELATING TO
COMMITTEE REFERENCE

On motion by Senator Horne, by two-thirds vote SB 544, SB 546, SB
548, SB 550, SB 552, SB 554, SB 556, SB 558, SB 560, SB 562, SB 564,
SB 566, SB 568, SB 570, SB 572, SB 574, SB 576, SB 578, SB 580, SB
582, SB 584, SB 586, SB 588, SB 590, SB 592, SB 594, SB 596, SB 598,
SB 600, SB 602, SB 604, SB 606, SB 608, SB 610, SB 612, SB 614 and
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SB 616 which have been reported favorably by the Appropriations Sub-
committee on General Government were withdrawn from the Commit-
tee on Appropriations; and CS for SB 618 which has been reported
favorably by the Appropriations Subcommittee on General Government
with committee substitute, was withdrawn from the Committee on Ap-
propriations and the committee substitute recommended by the subcom-
mittee will be shown as offered by the Committee on Appropriations.

On motion by Senator Lee, by two-thirds vote SB 484 was removed
from the calendar and referred to the Committees on Governmental
Oversight and Productivity; and Rules and Calendar.

MOTIONS

On motion by Senator Lee, the rules were waived and by two-thirds
vote Trust Fund Bills SB 544, SB 546, SB 548, SB 550, SB 552, SB 554,
SB 556, SB 558, SB 560, SB 562, SB 564, SB 566, SB 568, SB 570, SB
572, SB 574, SB 576, SB 578, SB 580, SB 582, SB 584, SB 586, SB 588,
SB 590, SB 592, SB 594, SB 596, SB 598, SB 600, SB 602, SB 604, SB
606, SB 608, SB 610, SB 612, SB 614, CS for SB 616 and CS for SB
618; and Reviser’s Bills SB 276, SB 278, SB 280, SB 282, SB 284, SB
288 and SB 290 were established as the Special Order Calendar for
Wednesday, March 7.

MOTIONS RELATING TO
COMMITTEE MEETINGS

On motion by Senator Lee, the rules were waived and the Committees
on Banking and Insurance; Criminal Justice; and Education were
granted permission to meet this day from 2:30 p.m. until 5:00 p.m.

On motion by Senator Lee, the rules were waived and the Committees
on Commerce and Economic Opportunities; Comprehensive Planning,
Local and Military Affairs; Judiciary; and Natural Resources were
granted permission to meet March 7 from 2:00 p.m. until 5:00 p.m.

MOTIONS

Senator Lee moved that following the joint session, the Senate stand
in recess for the purpose of holding committee meetings and conducting
other Senate business until Wednesday, March 7 at 9:00 a.m. The mo-
tion was adopted.

(See remainder of Senate business following the joint session.)

JOINT SESSION

Pursuant to HCR 1-Org., the Senate formed in processional order and
marched in a body to the chamber of the House of Representatives where
it was received in due form. The joint session was called to order by The
Honorable Tom Feeney, Speaker of the House of Representatives.

The Lieutenant Governor, members of the Cabinet and justices of the
Supreme Court were received and seated.

Senator McKay, President of the Senate, and Senator Brown-Waite,
President Pro Tempore of the Senate, were seated at the rostrum. The
Secretary of the Senate joined the Clerk of the House at the front desk.
The Speaker requested the President to preside over the joint session.

THE PRESIDENT PRESIDING
The President declared a quorum of the joint session present.

The Reverend Frederick A. Buechner, Rector, All Saints Episcopal
Church, Thomasville, Georgia, delivered the prayer.

Senator Peaden and Representative Lerner led the pledge of alle-
giance to the flag of the United States of America.

COMMITTEE APPOINTED

On motion by Representative Byrd that a committee be appointed to
notify the Governor that the joint session was assembled to receive his
message, the President appointed Senators Clary, Campbell, Cowin,
Crist, Geller, Latvala and Lawson; and on behalf of the Speaker, ap-
pointed Representatives Brummer, Green, Harrell, Bennett, Berfield,
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Ritter, Jennings and Bullard. The committee withdrew from the cham-
ber.

SPECIAL CEREMONY

At the direction of the President, Faye Blanton, Secretary of the Sen-
ate, read the following proclamation:

PROCLAMATION

Joint proclamation of the Florida Senate President
and Speaker of the Florida House of Representatives,
recognizing State Senator Ronald A. Silver
as Dean of the Florida Legislature.

WHEREAS, Ronald A. Silver was born in Cambridge, Massachusetts
in 1943, and moved to Florida as a young man of 15 years of age, and

WHEREAS, after graduating from the University of Miami in 1965,
Ronald A. Silver earned a law degree from the School of Law at the
University of Miami in 1968, and

WHEREAS, prior to his election to the Florida Legislature, Ronald A.
Silver built a notable career as an attorney, during which time he served
as the Prosecuting Attorney for North Miami Beach from 1968 until
1972, as the Assistant Attorney for the City of Miami from 1972 until
1975, and as a Municipal Judge of Lauderdale Lakes from 1975 until
1977, and

WHEREAS, Ronald A. Silver was elected to the Florida House of
Representatives in 1978, where he served the citizens of Miami with
distinction, and

WHEREAS, during his distinguished tenure in the Florida House of
Representatives, Ronald A. Silver served on numerous committees, re-
ceived many awards, and served in many leadership positions, including
as Chairman of the Dade County Legislative Delegation from 1982 until
1983, as the Majority Whip from 1984 until 1986, as the Majority Leader
from 1986 until 1988, and as the House Floor Leader for the Governor
from 1990 until 1992, and

WHEREAS, after serving with distinction in the Florida House of
Representatives, Ronald A. Silver was elected by the people of Miami to
the Florida Senate in 1992, and

WHEREAS, as a State Senator, he has continued to work with his
fellow legislators to improve the lives of the people of this state through
his passionate work with health and human services issues and his
tireless efforts to ensure that Florida is a safe place to live and work, and

WHEREAS, because of his leadership and dedication to the people of
Florida, Ronald A. Silver was elected as Minority Leader of the Florida
Senate during the 1994 Session and served as Chairman of the Dade
County Legislative Delegation from 1995 until 1996, and

WHEREAS, throughout his tenure in the Florida Legislature, Ronald
A. Silver has brought humor, levity, and collegiality to the legislative
process, yet he always remains a statesman, and

WHEREAS, Ronald A. Silver has been a friend, mentor, confidant,
and teacher to countless speakers, presidents, leaders, chairmen, legis-
lators, and staff, and

WHEREAS, having served in the Florida Legislature for 23 years, the
longest tenure of any state legislator currently serving, Senator Ronald
A. Silver has earned the designation of “Dean of the Florida Legislature,”
NOW, THEREFORE,

We, Senator John M. McKay, President of the Florida Senate, and
Representative Tom Feeney, Speaker of the Florida House of Represent-
atives, on behalf of the members of the entire Florida Legislature, do
congratulate Senator Ronald A. Silver, Dean of the Florida Legislature,
for his dedicated and distinguished service in the Legislature for the
people of Florida, bestow upon him the title of Dean of the Florida
Legislature, and recognize him for his extraordinary career in public
service.

ADOPTED at the Joint Session of the Florida Legislature on March
6, 2001.

March 6, 2001

s/John M. McKay

President of the Senate

s/Faye W. Blanton

Secretary of the Senate

s/Tom Feeney

Speaker of the House of Representatives
s/John B. Phelps

Clerk of the House of Representatives

PRESENTATION OF THE GOVERNOR

The committee appointed to notify the Governor subsequently re-
turned to the chamber escorting The Honorable Jeb Bush, Governor,
who was seated at the rostrum.

SPECIAL GUESTS

The President recognized the following guests: First Lady Columba
Bush; Michelle McKay, wife of President McKay; Ellen Feeney, wife of
Speaker Feeney; Mel Martinez, U.S. Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development.

The President recognized the following agency secretaries: Cynthia
Henderson, Department of Management Services; Kathleen Kearney,
Department of Children and Families; Steven Seibert, Department of
Community Affairs; Michael Moore, Department of Corrections; Gema
Hernandez, Department of Elder Affairs; David Struhs, Department of
Environmental Protection; Ruben King-Shaw, Agency for Health Care
Administration; William Bankhead, Department of Juvenile Justice;
David Griffin, Department of Lottery; Thomas McGurk, Agency for
Workforce Investment; Kimberly Binkley-Seyer, Department of Busi-
ness and Professional Regulation; Thomas Barry, Department of Trans-
portation; and Bob Brooks, Department of Health.

The President also recognized Major General Ronald Harrison, Na-
tional Guard; Lt. Col. Robin Higgins, Department of Veterans’ Affairs;
Director Fred Dickinson, Florida Highway Patrol; Commissioner James
Moore, Florida Department of Law Enforcement; and Dr. Jim Zingale,
Department of Revenue.

SPECIAL PERFORMANCE

The President introduced Lizbet Martinez, the special guest of Sena-
tor Villalobos. Ms. Martinez, a sophomore at Florida International Uni-
versity, majoring in music education, performed a violin solo of “The
Star-Spangled Banner” for the Senate. Ms. Martinez and her family fled
Cuba on a raft in 1995. When the Coast Guard rescued them, she wanted
to somehow thank those Americans who had brought them from harm’s
way. Not speaking a word of English and bringing little else from her
homeland but her violin, she gave thanks through the universal lan-
guage of music by playing “The Star-Spangled Banner.”

The President presented the Governor to the joint assembly.
MOMENT OF SILENCE

The Governor asked that the joint session observe a moment of silence
in memory of the National Guard members who died Saturday, March
2, when the army aircraft they were flying in, crashed in Georgia.

ADDRESS BY GOVERNOR
JEB BUSH

Good morning. Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, members of the Legisla-
ture, honored guests, and my fellow Floridians. Good morning to you all.

Let me begin by saluting the new legislators who join us today. For
many in this room, this is a day of long-awaited fulfillment. You and your
families should be proud of what you have accomplished. In some ways
your journey ends today. In others, it is just beginning.

Despite your justifiable pride, personal satisfaction shouldn’t blind
you to your greater purpose here. You should pause to consider the
events that propelled you into public service.

Eight years ago, the people of Florida took to the polls and changed our
constitution. Tired of the paralysis in government, sickened by the way
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special interests had inculcated themselves into the machinery of state,
we said this: No politician should spend more than eight years in office.
And in so doing, Floridians made room for the new legislators here
today.

You should deeply consider and respect what Floridians were saying
by making this choice. We were saying that new ideas are more impor-
tant than experience. We were saying that the courage to act on them
is more important than perks of entrenched public service. And we were
saying that you should never forget that it is the people, and not the
process, whom you serve.

This class of freshmen legislators is the first to carry forward that
charge. This year, we have 62 new legislators—well more than a third
of this body. In two years, every single legislator will stand for re-
election. Each of you here today, freshman and experienced legislator
alike, is called upon to meet the challenges of a future that is rushing
to meet us.

As I said, this is a day of fulfillment—and in that sense an ending—
but it is also a day of new beginnings. For today you have been given the
power to change the face of Florida and even the nation.

I believe in the next two years we can enact reforms that will serve
Floridians for generations. We can achieve this if we set ambitious goals
and pursue them with clear policies and single-minded determination.

Many people will come to you, our freshmen legislators, like they did
to me, and tell you to slow down, to kill some time, and learn the system.
But you should know this: If you take too long, time and the system will
kill your ability to cause meaningful change.

People will tell you that two years is not enough time to gain experi-
ence and change things for the better. But I know, and many of the
returning legislators in this chamber know, what can be accomplished
in two short years.

A little more than two years ago I stood a few hundred feet from here
under those beautiful oaks near the old Capitol. I raised my hand and
took the oath of office.

That day, I said we needed to revolutionize the way we view public
education, elevating children above bureaucracies. I said we needed to
be relentless in our drive to stop violent crime and reduce drug abuse.
I said we needed to cut taxes and give back to Floridians what is justifi-
ably theirs. I said we needed to build a world-class business climate to
bring to our state the high-wage jobs of tomorrow. I said we needed to
protect the most vulnerable Floridians—the children, the frail elders,
and the disabled. And I said we needed to bring opportunity to our cities,
while protecting what is best about Florida’s natural environment.

And what has happened as a result of setting these goals and working
with a visionary Legislature?

Because of the A+ plan, Florida leads the nation in innovation and
improvement in education. Two years ago, there were 78 F schools in our
state. Last year there were only four. And this, too, is astonishing. Last
year, more than forty percent of Florida’s schools were A schools or
improved at least one letter grade. These teachers and students have
earned our thanks and admiration.

Grades and test scores continue to climb—particularly among minori-
ties—as students and teachers reap the benefits of a system that mea-
sures and rewards positive performance. Just a few weeks ago, a Har-
vard study concluded that Florida’s system of accountable education is
working—and working extraordinarily well.

While we should take heart in the statistics that show this system-
wide change, we should not lose sight of the fact that the real change is
occurring on a human scale, student by student. Is there any greater
reward to give a child than the tools to prosper, in some cases to salvage
gifts that would otherwise be lost? There simply is not.

And let’s look at how we’ve protected Floridians from violent crime.

Many legislators in this room were instrumental in putting into place
the 10-20-Life program, a law that imposed clear penalties for the use
of a firearm in a crime. As a result, gun crimes dropped an astonishing
twenty percent in the first year following the law’s enactment. In 1999,
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Florida experienced the largest drop in crime since 1971. With the help
of the men and women of law enforcement, we are reversing a trend that
ravaged Florida for decades. Let us thank them for their service.

And let us reward, not punish, Floridians for their thrift and success.

In the past two years, the Legislature has made tax cuts now totaling
more than $1.5 billion, allowing a broad segment of our citizenry to keep
more of what they earn and to spend it the way they choose. Six hundred
and fifty thousand taxpayers enjoyed intangibles tax relief, and 3.7
million households (or 9.2 million people) saw property tax relief. The
burden of state taxes will be reduced to its lowest level in a decade.

By showing fiscal restraint and advancing regulatory reform, we have
also helped create a climate where businesses can prosper. Consider
these extraordinary facts: For the year ending June 2000, one in 9 new
jobs and one in 12 new businesses in the nation were created in Florida.
Through their efforts and creativity, Floridians are building a magnifi-
cent economic engine in this new century.

With little fanfare, we have elevated to the top of our priority list the
interests of our most vulnerable and needy. By the end of this fiscal year,
84 percent of the 1.5 million eligible children in Florida will have health
insurance, compared to 55 percent two years ago. In two years, we have
increased our financial commitment to the child welfare system by $313
million or 77 percent. And with our continued commitment next year,
28,000 Floridians with developmental disabilities will have received
vital services after they languished on waiting lists for years and years
and years.

We are also balancing industry with stewardship, with our obligation
to protect Florida’s fragile natural environment. With the recent enact-
ment of the Florida Forever program, we have continued a legacy of
environmental stewardship that is the best in the nation. After decades
of in-fighting and impasses, in the past two years we have also put in
place a plan for restoring the Everglades, our greatest natural treasure.
Indeed, restoration of the Everglades and other projects like it around
the state will also help keep more fresh water in our ecosystem, making
the drought conditions we are currently facing less likely to occur in the
future.

These are but some of the accomplishments of the past two years.
There are many others, too many to mention here today. But taken in
whole, and bearing in mind that the success of our state ultimately rises
or falls with the will and work of its people, I am pleased to say that the
state of our beloved state is good. Indeed, it is very good.

It is very good today, and we should be thankful for our blessings. But
what about tomorrow? Look over the horizon: What will Florida look
like? Will we have schools where the command focus is on children
learning? Will we have enough teachers to show our children the way?
Will we have well-planned, vibrant communities with a sense of purpose
and identity? Will we have enough electricity to meet our needs? Will we
have prepared our economy for the next burst of prosperity? Will state
government be an institution that harnesses technology, and more im-
portantly, that is known for its passionate and efficient service?

These questions—and dozens more like them—are basic questions,
but questions that are too often ignored or relegated to one more task
force, one more study commission. But if we ignore them now, we do so
at our peril.

We can answer these questions, and we must. We must have the
commitment and courage and the genuine desire to reach across the
political divide and work for all the people we represent.

It is time—no, it is past time—to accept responsibility and share
accomplishments as one, as a group committed to the higher principles
of public service. The choice is simple for all of us: Would we rather be
known for the enormity of the challenges we conquered or for the petti-
ness of partisan bickering?

You have my commitment to each of you in this room to strive for
excellence and achievement that will better serve the people of Florida.

And as we work together, I hope we can focus on what lasts, what
endures beyond our brief time in this building. Although you will con-
sider many laws this year, the one I hope you most consider is taken from
the great law of the Iroquois Nation: “In our every deliberation, we must
consider the impact of our decisions on the next seven generations.”
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And with this in mind, let us begin where the future is formed: Let us
begin with our public schools. This year, we need to continue to build on
the successes of the A+ plan.

As you know, one key component of the plan is to test children so we
can be sure that they have learned a year’s worth of knowledge in a
year’s time. This is an element of the plan that has been the subject of
much detailed and technical intellectual debate. Having listened to
much of it, nothing has been as helpful to me as the thoughts of a
teacher, a principal, and a student from Bent Tree Elementary School
in Miami. Let’s listen to Beryl Grant, Bart Christie, and Jesus Alvarez
as they discuss the FCAT test.

Beryl Grant: The FCAT really is preparing them for life and life
beyond school, which is work, and also college. We have to read,
think and explain. And that to me is what FCAT is all about.

Bart Christie: Through this initiative we were able to move our
school from a D School to a B school. We missed an A school by about
three percentile points, which is about four or five students. We are
going to be an A school this year.

Jesus Alvarez:
The Extraordinary FCAT

FCAT oh FCAT, we work for you every year
Sometimes you scare us, but it’s only our fear
We learn to solve problems, and also to read
Our teachers make sure, that in life we’ll succeed

Hurray for Bent Tree, ‘cause we got a B
We thought you’re a monster, but now we are brave
We’ll make that A, so Bent Tree can rave!

When I shaked Governor Bush’s hand, he said, ‘Good job, you can
take that poem on the road’ and Mr. Christy congratulated me. . . .

Well, Jesus has taken it on the road, and he is with us today in the
gallery. Please stand, Jesus.

When I visited Bent Tree Elementary, Jesus reminded me, and I think
reminds us all, that change and new ideas can seem pretty scary at first.
But he also reminds us what can be achieved when we challenge our-
selves, what can be achieved in just two years.

Jesus and others like him will be pleased to know that in my proposed
budget this year, we have asked that you provide more than $6 million
to provide computerized tutoring for the reading, writing and math
skills measured by the FCAT so that studying can take place anytime,
anywhere.

This is only a small part of the $531 million I have requested in
increased K-12 funding this year, and an even smaller part of the $2
billion in increased funding we will then have appropriated in the last
three budgets.

I have also asked that we refocus our efforts on bringing more and
better teachers to Florida’s classrooms.

Our growing student population has created an unprecedented de-
mand for teachers in this state. Our teacher shortage threatens to un-
dermine the academic improvements we have made. We must begin a
ten-year project to recruit and retain 160,000 teachers to meet the pro-
jected demand in Florida.

Last year, almost 9 percent of Florida’s teaching force needed to be
replaced, and the need for new teachers only grows. Let’s hear from
Claude Archer as he shares his perspective on this problem.

Claude Archer: My name is Claude Archer. I was a teacher at
Marjorie Stoneman Douglas Elementary for the last ten years. Now
I recruit and hire teachers for the county. We’re trying to attract mid-
career professionals looking for a change, looking for some more
meaning to what they’re doing. They’re looking for something a little
bit more meaningful. They want to make a difference in lives of
children. We’re looking for them. When I talk to people who are
thinking about changing careers, I always tell them this is the most
important job there is. You have a chance to touch the life of a child
and what you do will impact them for the rest of their lives. But there
is no greater feeling than one day having a student walk into your
classroom and say, You don’t remember me, do you? But you were
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my first grade teacher, or you were my English teacher, and some of
the things you said to me have really touched me and made a differ-
ence, and I'm here today, where I am, because of you.” I think it’s
critical that we do everything we can to recruit and retain teachers.
I really would like to thank Governor Bush for all his efforts and for
making education his top priority.

After listening to Claude and many dedicated educators like him, we
have developed a comprehensive plan for increasing the number of Flori-
da’s classroom teachers. The plan contains more than twenty separate
initiatives aimed at getting and keeping great teachers.

This year, I have asked for $169 million in total funding of new and
ongoing teacher-recruitment and retention initiatives. Among other
things, these funds will provide for teacher signing bonuses to attract
new teachers. We must also offer alternatives to current teacher certifi-
cation policies to enable qualified Floridians with diverse backgrounds
to teach our children and enhance professional development opportuni-
ties for teachers to increase job satisfaction. These changes will help our
young. But what about those Floridians who are elderly, or have special
needs? This session I ask you to bring an unparalleled focus on long-term
care for Floridians.

Several months ago I met Jerry Price and his beautiful wife, Jeanne.
They provide a compelling reminder of why you and I have been sent to
Tallahassee. Through a program that we have implemented, Jeanne was
diverted from a nursing home and given the resources to live with her
beloved husband and their pet bird, Shakespeare.

We saved the taxpayers money and we dramatically elevated Jeanne’s
quality of life. I'd like you to meet them and hear their experience.

Jerry Price: This is Jeanne, my beautiful wife, Jeanne Price
and I'm Jerry Price. And we’ve been married going on 51 years.
Jeanne has been diagnosed with Alzheimer’s, with Parkinson’s, she’s
a diabetic, she’s had two open-heart surgeries. She relies upon being
home for her happiness and she wouldn’t have that in a nursing
home. So I know that if we didn’t have what we have now, if we didn’t
have the long-term care and the Beacon helping us, it would not work
out for us at all. It’s provided her with counseling, and it’s provided
her with meals, and it’s provided her with homecare. . .. And there
isn’t anything that we need that we don’t get from this program. All
I can say is thank you from the bottom of our hearts because that
means that we’re together and without you, we would not be together.
She would be in a nursing home, I would be working six jobs to pay
for her. The quality of life would have gone down the drain. And I
thank you, thank you, thank you and that’s all we can say.

I have to say, it’s a little embarrassing that Shakespeare behaves so
much better than my dog; Marvin.

For Jeanne and folks like her, I propose that we continue to expand
community-based programs that allow them to function within their
homes and neighborhoods in the least restrictive way.

With the more-than-$50-million increase I have suggested in my rec-
ommendations to you, we will have increased funds for community-
based care by more than 60 percent over the last three years. These
monies will help seniors age with dignity in places they cherish, near
people they love. We will also dedicate $30 million to help low-income
seniors buy the prescription drugs they need.

For those seniors who need nursing homes, I have proposed $46 mil-
lion in new funding this year to improve the quality of nursing-home
care by decreasing staff turnover and increasing staff-to-resident ratios.

But more money alone will not solve the crisis in nursing-home care.
Nursing homes teeter on the verge of bankruptcy in Florida, and many
will go under if we do not take decisive action to stabilize their insurance
premiums by providing lawsuit relief.

If nursing homes close their doors, seniors could be left without the
services they vitally require at this vulnerable time in their lives. Even
if the nursing homes survive, but are financially weakened, the quality
of care they provide could decline, and harm our elders.

Nursing homes in Florida are three times more likely to be sued than
in other states, putting the costs of liability insurance at eight times the
national average. Wouldn’t it be better for nursing homes to spend
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money on improving quality of care rather than paying insurance premi-
ums and lawyers’ bills?

Your agenda this year should also include elevating the quality of life
for all Floridians.

There is perhaps no state program that has more potential for accom-
plishing this than the Growth Management Act, and none that has
remained more distant from its goal. Despite decades of implementation,
our roads remain clogged with traffic, important natural resources are
threatened or destroyed, and community needs like public schools are
not fully met.

Last year, I formed a commission to address the gaps in the Growth
Management Act. I carefully considered who should lead the task force,
and I concluded that there was one person who possessed the stature
and courage to squarely confront the implications of development.

I chose then-Orange County Chairman Mel Martinez, who had
strongly pushed to limit growth in areas of his county until school over-
crowding was dealt with. Although Mel has since gone on to become the
Secretary of Housing and Urban Development in Washington, he’s been
kind enough to join us today to show his support for his commission’s
proposals. Mel, please stand. Thank you.

Mel and the other commission members have proposed that we not
blindly permit development ahead of our ability to build schools. I agree.
It is time to stop doing business as usual. Today is the day we say, “We
will not allow our residential communities to swell without new class-
rooms. We will no longer allow Florida to be sold on the cheap.”

I also ask that you continue to make gains in providing tax relief for
our citizens. This year, we propose the third cut, in a series of four cuts,
aimed at ultimately eliminating the intangibles tax, a tax that punishes
seniors and savers. Let’s hear from Judy Clark of Lake Mary about this
problem.

Judy Clark: Hi, my name is Judy Clark and I live in Lake
Mary, Florida. All of my working years and most of the time, two jobs
since I raised four children alone, and I paid tax on every dollar 1
earned. And then I saved some money and I inherited money and I
had to pay taxes at that time, and now I'm still paying taxes on that
same money. I would like to thank Governor Jeb Bush and our
legislators for reducing this tax by percentages each year. And hope-
fully, in the very near future, it will be abolished completely.

Judy, you seem pretty focused on getting rid of the intangibles tax, and
so should we. You can be sure that we will do everything in our power
to let you keep your life savings.

Among individuals, seniors over 60 pay almost three-quarters of this
tax. We must stop punishing them for their thrift. This year, we propose
raising the individual exemption from $20,000 to $250,000, the joint
exemption from $40,000 to $500,000, and the exemption for Florida’s
businesses from zero to $250,000. These will have the remarkable effect
of removing more than 500,000 Floridians from the tax rolls.

I think we all can agree that taxing people on fixed incomes or taxing
the capital that grows small businesses is bad public policy, that it
harms people and businesses when they can least afford to be taxed by
government.

When we sought and achieved similar tax cuts in the Legislature over
the past two years, over 90 percent of the members of both parties voted
in favor of them. I urge you to continue this bipartisan approach with the
goal of ultimately eliminating the tax altogether.

Improving public schools, providing quality long-term care, dealing
with development, cutting taxes—these are all issues that should be at
the forefront of the public agenda. Appropriately, they focus on the needs
that directly confront those we are bound to serve.

But there is one issue that is more internally focused, and yet, just as
important, and unless we adequately address it, state government jeop-
ardizes its ability to deliver in all other areas. I speak of civil service
reform.

Before you hear my thoughts, I’d like you to hear the thoughts of Gov.
Roy Barnes of Georgia.
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Gov. Roy Barnes (D-GA): Hi, my name is Roy Barnes, Gover-
nor of your neighbor to the north, the great state of Georgia. We all
know we are living in a changing society. In the last few years,
personnel policies in the private sector and not-for-profit world have
evolved dramatically making organizations more competitive and
efficient. State governments must do the same if we are to deliver the
services our citizens demand with the same speed and service they’ve
come to expect from the private sector. Five years ago Georgia took
a giant step when we instituted performance-based compensation
instead of the inflexible constraints of the merit system. Over half of
our state employees are now employed and compensated based on
performance rather than status. And that number is growing every
day. Government can never have the full confidence of its people if
it does not keep in step with the rest of society. Performance-based
employment is not only desired, it is essential if states are going to
continue as economic generators of prosperity. Based on Georgia’s
experience, I encourage Florida in its efforts to modernize its state
workforce.

And we will, Governor.

Over the last two years, in partnership with you, we have made signif-
icant reforms in the budget process. We are also beginning to transform
state government through the strategic use of technology.

Now it is time to reform our employment system so that, like the
world-class service organizations that are driving Florida’s economy,
state government can provide the effective and efficient service that its
16 million citizens rightfully expect.

Last week, we announced a comprehensive reform proposal named
Service First, and today I ask for your support of that initiative. I also
ask, despite the relative austerity that will characterize our budget this
year, that we begin to move to a compensation system that is competitive
and rewarding for our dedicated state workers. I urge you to maintain
our recommendations to reward better our hard-working state employ-
ees.

And finally, we must make reliable and accurate the very machinery
of democracy, the voting process. For 37 days last fall, Florida was thrust
onto the world stage as we waited for the outcome of the presidential
election. Some would say that many in this room solidified their place
in history from their roles in that event.

But neither the history of the 2000 Campaign nor your own history is
fully written, and the action you take this session will provide a lens
through which the election can be better judged.

I say let us be known as a people who are humble enough to acknowl-
edge our shortcomings, and principled enough to seek to correct them.
I ask that we dedicate the resources that are needed to modernize our
voting systems and move forward with confidence into the next election
cycle.

I appreciate your allowing me to share my thoughts today, outlining
some changes we might consider. More importantly, I hope you've lis-
tened to the thoughts of the others who have spoken today. I look for-
ward to listening to your ideas for change as we work together during
the session.

Dr. Martin Luther King said, “The soft-minded man always fears
change. He feels security in the status quo, and he has an almost morbid
fear of the new. For him, the greatest pain, is the pain of a new idea.”
Looking among you today, I see no fear of the new. Every revolution
necessarily begins with one person, relentlessly pursuing a deep and
compelling internal vision. Why shouldn’t that revolution begin with
you?

Thank you for your time. I look forward to working with you all. God
bless you and God bless Florida.

DISSOLUTION OF JOINT SESSION

Following the Governor’s address, the committee previously appointed
escorted the Governor from the rostrum and from the House chamber,
followed by the Lieutenant Governor, members of the Cabinet and jus-
tices of the Supreme Court.
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On motion by Senator Lee, the joint session was dissolved at
12:17 p.m. and the Senators were escorted from the House chamber by
the Senate Sergeant at Arms.

(Remainder of Senate Business taken up prior to joint session.)

INTRODUCTION AND
REFERENCE OF BILLS

FIRST READING

By Senators Burt and Smith—

SB 2—A bill to be entitled An act relating to retirement; amending s.
121.021, F.S.; redefining the term “average final compensation” with
respect to the Florida Retirement System; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Governmental Oversight and
Productivity; and Appropriations.

By Senator Bronson—

SB 4—A Dill to be entitled An act relating to the Department of
Transportation; providing for the relief of Angelo Juliano for injuries he
sustained as a result of the negligence of the department; providing an
effective date.

—was referred to the Special Master; and the Committees on Trans-
portation; and Finance and Taxation.

By Senator Campbell—

SB 6—A Dhill to be entitled An act relating to the Department of
Health; providing for the relief of Minouche Noel, a minor, and her
parents and natural guardians, Jean and Flora Noel, for injuries sus-
tained due to the negligence of Children’s Medical Services of the De-
partment of Health and Rehabilitative Services; providing an effective
date.

—was referred to the Special Master; and the Committees on Health,
Aging and Long-Term Care; and Finance and Taxation.

By Senator Clary—

SB 8—A Dhill to be entitled An act relating to the Department of
Transportation; providing for the relief of Billie Jo Mclntire, Sarah
Meclntire, and Christian McIntire for the wrongful death of Jeffrey McIn-
tire due to the negligence of the department; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Special Master; and the Committees on Trans-
portation; and Finance and Taxation.

By Senator Dyer—

SB 10—A bill to be entitled An act relating to Orange County; provid-
ing for the relief of Maria Garcia, as legal guardian of Delfina Benjumea,
for injuries and damages sustained by Ms. Benjumea as a result of the
negligence of the Orange County Sheriff’s Office; providing for a rever-
sionary interest to the Orange County Sheriff’s Office; providing legisla-
tive intent with respect to expenditures; providing an effective date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master; and the Committees on Criminal
Justice; and Finance and Taxation.

By Senator Klein—

SB 12—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the Department of
Transportation; providing for the relief of Russell Allen; providing for an
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appropriation to compensate him for injuries sustained as a result of the
negligence of the department; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Special Master; and the Committees on Trans-
portation; and Finance and Taxation.

By Senator Meek—

SB 14—A bill to be entitled An act relating to Miami-Dade County;
providing for the relief of Jack Brett Lemonik; authorizing and directing
Miami-Dade County to compensate Mr. Lemonik for injuries sustained
as a result of the actions of county employees; providing an effective
date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master; and the Committees on Criminal
Justice; and Finance and Taxation.

By Senator Sullivan—

SB 16—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of the Estate of Alice
Berdat, deceased; providing an appropriation to compensate the Estate
of Alice Berdat for the death of Alice Berdat due to the negligence of the
Department of Corrections; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Special Master; and the Committees on Criminal
Justice; and Finance and Taxation.

By Senator Sullivan—

SB 18—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of Mary Beth Wiggers;
providing an appropriation to compensate Mary Beth Wiggers for inju-
ries she sustained due to the negligence of the Department of Correc-
tions; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Special Master; and the Committees on Criminal
Justice; and Finance and Taxation.

By Senators Holzendorf and Villalobos—

SB 20—A bill to be entitled An act relating to Miami-Dade County;
providing for the relief of Jessica Ann Calderon, Sean Ryan Calderon,
and Lily Ann Calderon; authorizing and directing Miami-Dade County
to compensate them for the death of Roberto Luis Calderon which was
caused by the negligence of a Miami-Dade County employee; providing
an effective date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master; and the Committees on Compre-
hensive Planning, Local and Military Affairs; and Finance and Taxation.

By Senator Silver—

SB 22—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the City of Vero Beach;
providing for the relief of Joseph Arvay; directing the City of Vero Beach
to compensate Mr. Arvay for injuries caused by the negligence of a city
police officer; providing an effective date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master; and the Committees on Compre-
hensive Planning, Local and Military Affairs; and Finance and Taxation.

By Senators Holzendorf and Lawson—

SB 24—A bill to be entitled An act relating to Gulf County; providing
for the relief of Elizabeth Linton, as personal representative of the estate



March 6, 2001

of her father, Harold Armstrong; providing an appropriation in compen-
sation for the death of Mr. Armstrong as a result of the negligence of Gulf
County; providing an effective date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master; and the Committees on Compre-
hensive Planning, Local and Military Affairs; and Finance and Taxation.

By Senator Rossin—

SB 26—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the City of West Palm
Beach; providing for the relief of Rosemary Falkinburg; authorizing and
directing the City of West Palm Beach to compensate Ms. Falkinburg for
personal injuries she suffered due to the negligence of a city employee;
providing an effective date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master; and the Committees on Criminal
Justice; and Finance and Taxation.

By Senators Holzendorf and Diaz de la Portilla—

SB 28—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the City of Hialeah;
providing for the relief of Jose Pena, as Personal Representative of the
Estate of Carmen Pena, deceased, and individually, as surviving father
of Katherine Pena and Richard Pena, minor children of Carmen Pena
and Jose Pena, deceased; providing for the relief of Johammes Pena,
surviving son of Carmen Pena; providing for an appropriation to com-
pensate them for the death of Carmen Pena, Katherine Pena, and Rich-
ard Pena as a result of the negligence of the City of Hialeah; providing
an effective date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master; and the Committees on Compre-
hensive Planning, Local and Military Affairs; and Finance and Taxation.

By Senator Jones—

SB 30—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the Monroe County
School District; providing for the relief of Joshua England, a minor, by
and through his natural and custodial parent and next best friend,
Zerhade Jackson; authorizing and directing the District School Board of
Monroe County to compensate Joshua England for personal injuries that
he suffered due to the negligence of school board employees; providing
an effective date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master; and the Committees on Educa-
tion; and Finance and Taxation.

By Senator Rossin—

SB 32—A bill to be entitled An act relating to Palm Beach County;
providing for the relief of Kharmilia Ferguson, a minor, and for the relief
of Angela Jones and Raymond Ferguson, individually and as the natural
parents and guardians of Kharmilia Ferguson; authorizing and direct-
ing the Palm Beach County Sheriff's Office to compensate them for
injuries they suffered as a result of the negligence of an employee of the
sheriff’s office; providing an effective date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master; and the Committees on Criminal
Justice; and Finance and Taxation.
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By Senator Klein—

SB 34—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the Sheriff of St. Lucie
County; providing for the relief of William Hennelly and Anne Hennelly;
authorizing and directing the St. Lucie County Sheriff’s Office to com-
pensate them for personal injuries they suffered due to the negligence
of employees of the sheriff’s office; providing an effective date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master; and the Committees on Criminal
Justice; and Finance and Taxation.

By Senator Campbell—

SB 36—A bill to be entitled An act relating to Halifax Hospital Medi-
cal Center, a special taxing district in Volusia County d/b/a Halifax
Medical Center; providing for the relief of Steven Mitchell; authorizing
and directing Halifax Hospital Medical Center to compensate Mr. Mitch-
ell for personal injuries that he suffered while at Halifax Medical Center;
providing an effective date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master; and the Committees on Health,
Aging and Long-Term Care; and Finance and Taxation.

By Senator Dawson—

SB 38—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the City of Key West;
providing for the relief of James Fink; authorizing and directing the City
of Key West to compensate him for personal injuries that he suffered due
to the negligence of an employee of the City of Key West; providing an
effective date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master; and the Committees on Compre-
hensive Planning, Local and Military Affairs; and Finance and Taxation.

By Senator Campbell—

SB 40—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of Laura D. Strazza;
providing an appropriation to compensate her for injuries she sustained
as aresult of the negligence of an employee of the Department of Agricul-
ture and Consumer Services; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Special Master; and the Committees on Agricul-
ture and Consumer Services; and Finance and Taxation.

By Senators Campbell and Diaz de la Portilla—

SB 42—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of the Guardianship
of Kimberly Godwin; providing an appropriation to compensate her for
injuries she sustained as a result of the negligence of the Department
of Children and Family Services; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Special Master; and the Committees on Children
and Families; and Finance and Taxation.

By Senator Holzendorf—

SB 44—A bill to be entitled An act relating to Volusia County; provid-
ing for the relief of Terri Yost, individually and as Personal Representa-
tive of the Estate of Joseph Michael Colopy and for the relief of Michael
Colopy; authorizing and directing Volusia County to compensate them
for the wrongful death of Joseph Michael Colopy, a minor, due to the
negligence of an employee of the county; providing an effective date.
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Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master; and the Committees on Compre-
hensive Planning, Local and Military Affairs; and Finance and Taxation.

By Senator Sullivan—

SB 46—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the Pinellas County
School Board; providing for the relief of Jane Doe, a minor; authorizing
and directing the District School Board of Pinellas County to compensate
her for personal injuries suffered due to the negligence of the school
board; providing an effective date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master; and the Committees on Educa-
tion; and Finance and Taxation.

By Senators Meek and Mitchell—

SB 48—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the City of Hallandale;
providing for the relief of Lawrence Gizzi for injuries and damages re-
sulting from the negligence of the city; providing an effective date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master; and the Committees on Compre-
hensive Planning, Local and Military Affairs; and Finance and Taxation.

By Senator Diaz de la Portilla—

SB 50—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the City of Miami;
providing for the relief of Oscar Ortiz for injuries and damages sustained
as a result of the negligence of the City of Miami; providing an effective
date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master; and the Committees on Criminal
Justice; and Finance and Taxation.

By Senator Geller—

SB 52—A bill to be entitled An act relating to Orange County; provid-
ing for the relief of Pamela McMahan San Juan; authorizing and direct-
ing Orange County to compensate her for personal injuries that she
suffered due to the negligence of Orange County; providing an effective
date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master; and the Committees on Compre-
hensive Planning, Local and Military Affairs; and Finance and Taxation.

By Senator Campbell—

SB 54—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the City of Coral
Springs; providing for the relief of Helene Rippe; authorizing and direct-
ing the City of Coral Springs to compensate her for personal injuries she
suffered due to the negligence of the city; providing an effective date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master; and the Committees on Compre-
hensive Planning, Local and Military Affairs; and Finance and Taxation.

By Senator Campbell—

SB 56—A Dbill to be entitled An act relating to Palm Beach County;
providing for the relief of Lawrence Douglas Bigney; authorizing and
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directing the Sheriff’s Office of Palm Beach County to compensate him
for personal injuries suffered due to the unlawful acts of an employee of
the sheriff’s office; providing an effective date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master; and the Committees on Criminal
Justice; and Finance and Taxation.

By Senator Latvala—

SB 58—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the City of Clearwater;
providing for the relief of Eva Skowronek as the widow of Wieslaw
Skowronek and as personal representative of the Estate of Wieslaw
Skowronek and for the relief of Anna Marie, Victor, and Hubert Alexan-
der Skowronek, the minor children of Wieslaw Skowronek, for the death
of Wieslaw Skowronek as a result of the negligence of the City of Clear-
water; providing an effective date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master; and the Committees on Criminal
Justice; and Finance and Taxation.

By Senator Clary—

SB 60—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of Santa Rosa County;
providing an appropriation to compensate the county for losses sus-
tained by the inappropriate actions of employees of the Department of
Business and Professional Regulation; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Special Master; and the Committees on Regu-
lated Industries; and Finance and Taxation.

By Senator Dyer—

SB 62—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the Hillsborough County
School Board; providing for the relief of Alana Kelly and Richard F.
Taylor, Sr.; providing for an appropriation to compensate them for the
death of their son, Richard F. Taylor, Jr., caused by the negligence of a
Hillsborough County School Board employee; providing an effective
date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master; and the Committees on Educa-
tion; and Finance and Taxation.

By Senator Mitchell—

SB 64—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of Kathleen McCarthy
individually and Kathleen McCarthy as personal representative of the
Estate of Laura Bailey, deceased; George Decker and Joan Decker indi-
vidually and as co-personal representatives of the Estate of Christina
Decker; William Chapman and Geraldine Chapman individually, and
William Chapman, as personal representative of the Estate of Patricia
Chapman, deceased; Rusha Williams as legal guardian for Pauline
Hodge; providing an appropriation to compensate them for losses sus-
tained as a result of the actions of the Department of Children and
Family Services; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Special Master; and the Committees on Children
and Families; and Finance and Taxation.

By Senator Sullivan—

SB 66—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the City of St. Peters-
burg; providing for the relief of Alfred Brinkley Roberts; authorizing and
directing the City of St. Petersburg to compensate him for injuries suf-
fered due to the negligence of an employee of the city; providing an
effective date.
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Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master; and the Committees on Criminal
Justice; and Finance and Taxation.

By Senator Jones—

SB 68—A bill to be entitled An act relating to Miami-Dade County;
providing for the relief of Hilda De Paz; authorizing and directing
Miami-Dade County to compensate Hilda De Paz for personal injuries
she suffered due to the negligence of county employees; providing an
effective date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master; and the Committees on Compre-
hensive Planning, Local and Military Affairs; and Finance and Taxation.

By Senators Holzendorf and Dawson—

SB 70—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the City of Belle Glade;
providing for the relief of Willie Police, III, Cora Donaldson, Willie Po-
lice, Sr., and the Estate of Willie Police, Jr.; authorizing and directing
the City of Belle Glade to compensate them for injuries suffered as a
result of the death of Willie Police, Jr., due to the negligence of employ-
ees of the city; providing an effective date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master; and the Committees on Compre-
hensive Planning, Local and Military Affairs; and Finance and Taxation.

By Senator Lawson—

SB 72—A bill to be entitled An act relating to Escambia County;
providing for the relief of Clyde Kilpatrick; authorizing and directing
Escambia County to compensate Clyde Kilpatrick for injuries sustained
as a result of the negligence of Escambia County; providing an effective
date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master; and the Committees on Compre-
hensive Planning, Local and Military Affairs; and Finance and Taxation.

By Senators Holzendorf and Pruitt—

SB 74—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the Palm Beach County
Health Care District; providing for the relief of James Torrence; autho-
rizing and directing the Palm Beach County Health Care District to
compensate him for personal injuries resulting from surgery negligently
performed by a health care district employee; providing an effective
date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master; and the Committees on Health,
Aging and Long-Term Care; and Finance and Taxation.

By Senator Campbell—

SB 76—A bill to be entitled An act relating to Martin County; provid-
ing for the relief of Margaret B. Helm for injuries and damages caused
by the negligence of the Martin County Volunteer Fire Department;
specifying the use of funds appropriated; providing an effective date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master; and the Committees on Judi-
ciary; and Finance and Taxation.
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By Senator Campbell—

SB 78—A Dhill to be entitled An act relating to the Florida Board of
Regents, the University of South Florida, and the USF Health Sciences
Center Insurance Company; providing for the relief of Towanna Denise
Hopkins, incompetent, by and through Willie Lee Hopkins, her father
and legally appointed guardian, and of Robert Keith Bowman, Jr., her
son; authorizing and directing the Board of Regents and the insurance
company to compensate them for injuries and damages caused by em-
ployees or agents of the University of South Florida; specifying use of the
funds; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Special Master; and the Committees on Health,
Aging and Long-Term Care; and Finance and Taxation.

By Senator Forman—

SB 80—A bill to be entitled An act relating to Broward County; pro-
viding for the relief of Nicholas Maracic; providing an appropriation to
compensate him for injuries sustained as a result of the negligence of
Broward County; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Special Master; and the Committees on Compre-
hensive Planning, Local and Military Affairs; and Finance and Taxation.

By Senator Klein—

SB 82—A bill to be entitled An act relating to Broward County; pro-
viding for the relief of Eric Brady; authorizing and directing the Sheriff’s
Office of Broward County to compensate him for personal injuries
caused by the sheriff’s office; providing an effective date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master; and the Committees on Criminal
Justice; and Finance and Taxation.

By Senator Meek—

SB 84—A bill to be entitled An act relating to law enforcement; creat-
ing s. 943.1759, F.S.; creating the Florida Motorist Profiling Evaluation
Task Force; providing duties of the task force; providing restrictions on
the use of data collected under the act; providing membership, terms,
and organization; requiring state and local law enforcement agencies to
develop policies and procedures that prohibit bias profiling or discrimi-
natory practices as a primary factor in determining whether the driver
of a motor vehicle should be stopped for a routine traffic violation; pro-
viding for submission to the task force of such policies and procedures;
requiring the task force to develop specified statewide guidelines;
amending s. 943.1758, F.S.; requiring the Criminal Justice Standards
and Training Commission to include within the criminal justice and
standards training curriculum guidelines and instructions that address
prohibited bias profiling and discriminatory practices with respect to
motor vehicle stops; providing an appropriation; providing an effective
date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Governmental
Oversight and Productivity; Appropriations Subcommittee on Public
Safety and Judiciary; and Appropriations.

By Senator Meek—

SB 86—A bill to be entitled An act relating to traffic safety; amending
s. 316.2045, F.S.; prohibiting certain minors from standing or approach-
ing vehicles on any public street, highway, or road for purposes of solicit-
ing or collecting contributions from or distributing materials to the occu-
pant of a motor vehicle; providing that a first-time violation results in
a warning and that subsequent violations will be cited as pedestrian
violations; prohibiting persons from directing such minors to unlawfully
stand or approach motor vehicles on the road; providing that a first-time
violation results in a warning and that subsequent violations will be
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cited as noncriminal traffic infractions; amending s. 318.18, F.S.; provid-
ing penalties; amending s. 318.121, F.S.; conforming a cross-reference;
amending s. 318.21, F.S,; providing a cross-reference; providing an effec-
tive date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; and Compre-
hensive Planning, Local and Military Affairs.

By Senator Meek—

SB 88—A bill to be entitled An act relating to court costs in domestic
violence cases; creating s. 938.14, F.S.; providing for imposition of an
additional mandatory court cost upon a person found to have committed
an act of domestic violence; providing for waiver of the court cost; provid-
ing for collection by the clerk of the court; providing for deposit of such
court costs in the Domestic Violence Trust Fund; providing for certain
disbursements in accordance with specified provisions; providing for the
clerk to retain a service charge; amending s. 39.903, F.S.; directing that
funds generated pursuant to s. 938.14, F.S., be used for legal services for
victims of domestic violence; providing for the Department of Children
and Family Services to contract with a statewide nonprofit association
to offer the legal services; providing that a predominant consideration
in the allocation of funds be achievement of specific outcome measures;
providing for the department to develop outcome measures; providing
for the department to determine which services will be provided based
on funding generated; providing for the department to adopt rules;
amending s. 39.904, F.S.; providing for the inclusion of additional provi-
sions in the annual report on domestic violence; providing an effective
date.

—was referred to the Committees on Children and Families; Criminal
Justice; Finance and Taxation; Appropriations Subcommittee on Public
Safety and Judiciary; and Appropriations.

By Senator Meek—

SB 90—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the Voting System
Technology Task Force; creating a Voting System Technology Task
Force; providing for membership, officers, organization, per diem, and
staffing; providing duties; providing for a report and termination of the
task force upon submission of the report; providing an appropriation;
providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Ethics and Elections; Appropria-
tions Subcommittee on General Government; and Appropriations.

By Senators Meek, Campbell, Dawson, Dyer, Jones, Klein and Mitch-
ell—

SJR 92—A joint resolution proposing an amendment to Section 4 of
Article IIT of the State Constitution, relating to quorum and procedure,
to require that open meetings rules apply to meetings between the Gov-
ernor and the President-Designate of the Senate or the Speaker-
Designate of the House of Representatives.

—was referred to the Committees on Ethics and Elections; Govern-
mental Oversight and Productivity; and Rules and Calendar.

By Senator Laurent—

SB 94—A bill to be entitled An act relating to consumer collection
practices; amending s. 559.72, F.S.; prohibiting certain communications
with a debtor who is represented by an attorney; prohibiting the causing
of charges to be made to a debtor; amending s. 559.77, F.S.; revising civil
remedies for engaging in prohibited collection practices; providing for
damages in class actions; prescribing circumstances under which liabil-
ity does not attach; providing a limitation on bringing an action for a
remedy for unlawful collection practices; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; and Commerce and
Economic Opportunities.
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By Senator Campbell—

SB 96—A bill to be entitled An act relating to cross-reporting of family
violence; amending ss. 39.201 and 828.073, F.S.; requiring animal con-
trol officers or other agents appointed under s. 828.03, F.S., to report
known or suspected child abuse, abandonment, or neglect; reenacting s.
39.205, F.S.; providing a penalty; requiring a training component; creat-
ing s. 39.208, F.S.; requiring persons who are required to report or
investigate child abuse, abandonment, or neglect under ch. 39, F.S., to
report known or suspected animal abuse, neglect, cruelty, or abandon-
ment; specifying information to be reported; providing a penalty; requir-
ing a training component; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Children and Families; Compre-
hensive Planning, Local and Military Affairs; Appropriations Subcom-
mittee on Health and Human Services; and Appropriations.

By Senator Campbell—

SB 98—A bill to be entitled An act relating to parental rights; amend-
ing s. 61.13, F.S.; providing that specified rights apply to both parents;
providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committee on Judiciary.

By Senator Campbell—

SB 100—A bill to be entitled An act relating to child custody jurisdic-
tion and enforcement; creating the “Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction
and Enforcement Act”; providing purposes of act; providing definitions;
specifying proceedings not governed by the act; providing application to
Indian tribes; providing international application of the act; providing
the effect of a child custody determination; providing priority for ques-
tions of jurisdiction under the act; providing for notice to persons outside
the state; providing for appearance at proceedings and limited immu-
nity; providing for communication between courts of this state and
courts of other states; providing for taking testimony in another state;
providing for cooperation between courts and the preservation of rec-
ords; providing for initial child custody jurisdiction; providing for exclu-
sive, continuing jurisdiction; providing for jurisdiction to modify a child
custody determination; providing for temporary emergency jurisdiction;
providing for notice, opportunity to be heard, and joinder; providing
procedures with respect to simultaneous proceedings; providing for de-
termination of an inconvenient forum; providing procedures for a decline
of jurisdiction by reason of conduct; specifying information to be submit-
ted to the court; providing for the appearance of the parties and the child
at proceedings; providing definitions relating to enforcement; providing
for enforcement under the Hague Convention; providing duty of the
court to enforce child custody determinations of a court of another state;
providing for temporary visitation; providing for registration of out-of-
state child custody determinations; providing for enforcement of regis-
tered determinations; providing procedures with respect to simulta-
neous proceedings; providing for expedited enforcement of a child cus-
tody determination; providing for service of petition and order; providing
for hearing and order; providing for issuance of a warrant to take physi-
cal custody of a child under certain circumstances; providing for award
of costs, fees, and expenses to the prevailing party; providing for recogni-
tion of enforcement orders of a court of another state; providing for
appeals; providing for actions by the state attorney; providing for actions
by law enforcement officers; providing for assessment of costs and ex-
penses incurred by the state attorney and law enforcement officers;
providing for application and construction of the act; providing sever-
ability; providing for transition; amending ss. 39.502, 61.13, and 741.30,
F.S.; conforming references and cross-references; repealing ss. 61.1302,
61.1304, 61.1306, 61.1308, 61.131, 61.1312, 61.1314, 61.1316, 61.1318,
61.132, 61.1322, 61.1324, 61.1326, 61.1328, 61.133, 61.1332, 61.1334,
61.1336, 61.1338, 61.134, 61.1342, 61.1344, 61.1346, and 61.1348, F.S.,
relating to the “Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction Act”; providing an
effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Appropriations Sub-
committee on Public Safety and Judiciary; and Appropriations.
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By Senator Geller—

SB 102—A bill to be entitled An act relating to Indian gaming activi-
ties; providing for ratification by the Legislature of Tribal-State com-
pacts; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Comprehensive Planning, Local
and Military Affairs; Regulated Industries; Finance and Taxation; and
Rules and Calendar.

By Senator Geller—

SB 104—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the operation of card-
rooms; amending s. 849.086, F.S.; prescribing licensing requirements
when more than one permitholder uses the same facility; providing
cardroom license fees; revising standards on when cardrooms may be
operated and the amount of bets allowable for each round, hand, or
game; authorizing facilities to award prizes; revising the rate of the
gross receipts tax on admissions; revising the amount of cardroom re-
ceipts that must be used to supplement greyhound and jai alai purses;
providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Regulated Industries; Finance
and Taxation; Appropriations Subcommittee on General Government;
and Appropriations.

By Senators Campbell and Cowin—

SB 106—A bill to be entitled An act relating to children and families;
creating s. 752.011, F.S.; providing for court-ordered visitation for
grandparents and great-grandparents under certain circumstances; pro-
viding for appointment of a guardian ad litem and family mediation if
the court makes a preliminary finding that the minor is threatened with
demonstrable significant mental or emotional harm without such visita-
tion; requiring court-ordered evaluation of the child if mediation fails;
providing for a hearing to determine whether the minor is threatened
with demonstrable significant mental or emotional harm; providing
criteria for such a determination; providing for attorney’s fees and costs;
applying the Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction Act; repealing s.
752.01, F.S., relating to grandparental visitation; encouraging consoli-
dation of actions under ss. 61.13, 752.011, F.S.; amending ss. 752.015,
752.07, F.S., to conform cross-references; amending s. 39.01, F.S.; in-
cluding references to great-grandparents in definitions relating to de-
pendent children; amending s. 39.509, F.S.; providing for great-
grandparents’ visitation rights; amending ss. 39.801, 63.0425, F.S.; pro-
viding for a great-grandparent’s right to adopt; amending s. 61.13, F.S.;
providing for great-grandparents’ visitation rights and standing with
regard to evaluating custody arrangements; conforming this section to
provisions of this act; amending s. 63.172, F.S.; conforming references
relating to great-grandparental visitation rights under ch. 752, F.S.;
providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committee on Judiciary.

By Senator Geller—

SB 108—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the transfer of struc-
tured settlements; specifying the purpose of the act; providing defini-
tions; providing requirements for the direct or indirect transfer of struc-
tured-settlement-payment rights; requiring that any such transfer be
approved by a court or judge of compensation claims; requiring that the
court or judge make certain findings with respect to the transfer; autho-
rizing an interested party to file an objection to a proposed transfer;
providing requirements for an order approving a transfer; requiring that
an obligor make certain disclosures to a claimant in negotiating a settle-
ment of claims; requiring a transferee to provide certain notice with
respect to a proposed transfer of structured-settlement-payment rights;
providing for penalties to be imposed for certain violations of the act;
authorizing the state attorney to bring an action for injunctive relief;
providing that the act does not authorize transfers that contravene other
applicable law; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Banking and Insurance; and
Judiciary.
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By Senator Geller—

SB 110—A bill to be entitled An act relating to local government code
enforcement; amending s. 162.09, F.S.; providing that money judgments
on liens apply to specified real and personal property; providing an
effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Comprehensive Planning, Local
and Military Affairs; and Judiciary.

By Senator Geller—

SB 112—A bill to be entitled An act relating to food product dating;
requiring that food products display shelf-life expiration dates; provid-
ing exceptions; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Agriculture and Consumer Ser-
vices; Appropriations Subcommittee on General Government; and Ap-
propriations.

By Senator Geller—

SB 114—A bill to be entitled An act relating to school personnel;
requiring the Department of Education to limit the number of nonin-
structional personnel that may be employed by school districts; defining
the term “noninstructional personnel”; requiring that the department
classify school districts based on the number of full-time-equivalent
students enrolled in the district; requiring that the department establish
ratios within each district classification for the maximum percentage of
noninstructional personnel to full-time-equivalent students; limiting the
maximum ratios that the department may establish; requiring a reduc-
tion in state funds for any school district that exceeds the maximum
percentage of noninstructional personnel; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Education; Appropriations Sub-
committee on Education; and Appropriations.

By Senator Sullivan—

SB 116—A bill to be entitled An act relating to home inspection ser-
vices; creating s. 501.935, F.S.; providing requirements relating to home
inspection services; providing legislative intent; providing definitions;
providing certain inspector qualifications and practice standards; pro-
viding exemptions; requiring, before inspection, provision of inspector
credentials, a caveat, a disclosure of conflicts of interest and certain
relationships, and a statement or agreement of scope, limitations, terms,
and conditions; requiring a report to the client on the results of the
inspection and requiring provision of relevant portions thereof to home-
owners under certain circumstances; prohibiting certain acts for which
there are civil penalties; providing that failure to comply is a deceptive
and unfair trade practice; providing for injunction against use of the title
“board-certified home inspector” under certain circumstances and re-
quiring notice thereof to potential clients; providing for the filing of
complaints; requiring maintenance of records regarding complaints and
compilation of statistics regarding such complaints; providing an effec-
tive date.

—was referred to the Committees on Comprehensive Planning, Local
and Military Affairs; Agriculture and Consumer Services; Appropria-
tions Subcommittee on General Government; and Appropriations.

By Senator Sullivan—

SB 118—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the College Fast Start
Program; creating s. 239.515, F.S.; establishing the College Fast Start
Program; providing legislative intent; defining terms; providing proce-
dures for application to participate in the program; providing guidelines
for program approval; providing requirements for approved programs;
requiring an advisory council to review proposals and recommend an
order of priority for funding; providing membership of the advisory coun-
cil; providing for funding of the program; providing methodology for
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competitive funding of approved programs; providing requirements for
the continuation of funding for programs; requiring an interim report to
the Florida Governor’s Alliance for the Employment of Disabled Citi-
zens; requiring an annual end-of-the-year report to the alliance; requir-
ing the alliance and the Postsecondary Education Planning Commission
to develop specifications and procedures for the transmission of such
data; requiring the alliance to report to the Governor, the Legislature,
and the Commissioner of Education annually on the effectiveness of the
program; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Education; Governmental Over-
sight and Productivity; Appropriations Subcommittee on Education; and
Appropriations.

By Senators Rossin, Campbell, Dyer, Klein, Mitchell and Geller—

SB 120—A bill to be entitled An act relating to pharmaceutical ex-
pense assistance; amending s. 409.9065, F.S.; revising the eligibility
requirements for the pharmaceutical expense assistance program; delet-
ing a requirement that a participant be eligible for the Medicaid pro-
gram; requiring that the Agency for Health Care Administration notify
Medicare recipients of the program; requiring the agency to establish a
toll-free telephone number for obtaining information about the program;
providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Health, Aging and Long-Term
Care; Governmental Oversight and Productivity; Appropriations Sub-
committee on Health and Human Services; and Appropriations.

By Senator Burt—

SB 122—A bill to be entitled An act relating to sentencing; amending
s. 874.04, F.S.; providing for enhanced penalties for the commission of
a felony or misdemeanor, or a delinquent act or violation of law that
would be a felony or misdemeanor if committed by an adult, under
specified circumstances when the defendant committed the charged of-
fense for the purpose of benefiting, promoting, or furthering the interest
of a criminal street gang; amending s. 921.0024, F.S., relating to the
Criminal Punishment Code worksheet computations and scoresheets;
revising guidelines for applying a specified sentence multiplier for of-
fenses committed for the purpose of benefiting, promoting, or furthering
the interests of a criminal street gang; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Public Safety and Judiciary; and Appropriations.

By Senator Burt—

SJR 124—A joint resolution proposing an amendment to Section 17
of Article I of the State Constitution, relating to excessive punishment.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; and Rules and
Calendar.

By Senator Brown-Waite—

SB 126—A bill to be entitled An act relating to Xeriscape; amending
ss. 125.568, 166.048, 255.259, 335.167, 373.185, F.S.; prohibiting certain
restrictions on the practice of Xeriscape; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Natural Resources; and Compre-
hensive Planning, Local and Military Affairs.

By Senators Lee and Cowin—

SB 128—A Dbill to be entitled An act relating to the tax on intangible
personal property; amending s. 199.032, F.S.; reducing the rate of such
tax; amending s. 199.033, F.S.; reducing the rates of the tax on securities
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in a Florida’s Future Investment Fund to conform; providing an effective
date.

—was referred to the Committees on Commerce and Economic Oppor-
tunities; and Finance and Taxation.

By Senator Silver—

SB 130—A bill to be entitled An act relating to eminent domain;
amending s. 166.411, F.S.; authorizing municipalities to exercise the
power of eminent domain for public school purposes; providing for future
repeal; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Comprehensive Planning, Local
and Military Affairs; and Education.

By Senator Silver—

SB 132—A Dhill to be entitled An act relating to mining activities;
repealing s. 552.30, F.S.; deleting provisions authorizing the State Fire
Marshal to adopt standards for the use of explosives in conjunction with
the mining of construction materials; deleting provisions authorizing the
State Fire Marshall to establish statewide ground-vibration limits for
the mining of construction materials; eliminating the authority of the
State Fire Marshal to delegate certain monitoring and enforcement du-
ties; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Comprehensive Planning, Local
and Military Affairs; Banking and Insurance; and Transportation.

By Senator Campbell—

SB 134—A Dill to be entitled An act relating to firearm manufacturer
product liability; creating s. 790.0653, F.S.; providing definitions; defin-
ing the term “integrated safety device”; limiting product liability actions
against firearm manufacturers or firearm dealers if the firearm has an
integrated safety device when sold or delivered to the initial purchaser
or user; providing that the act does not prohibit specified actions; clarify-
ing requirements of the act; providing for a one-time waiver of the fire-
arm license fee if the owner retrofits a firearm with an integrated safety
device; amending s. 790.174, F.S.; clarifying application of the term
“secured firearm” for purposes of provisions requiring the safe storage
of firearms; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; and Judiciary.

By Senator Campbell—

SB 136—A bill to be entitled An act relating to rules of evidence;
amending s. 794.022, F.S.; providing for certain rules of evidence appli-
cable to the criminal prosecution of the crime of sexual battery to apply
in any civil action brought under the Florida Civil Rights Act involving
the perpetration or alleged perpetration of such crime; providing an
effective date.

—was referred to the Committee on Judiciary.

By Senators Campbell, Latvala and Sebesta—

SB 138—A bill to be entitled An act relating to adoption; amending
ss. 39.703, 39.802, 39.806, 39.811, F.S., relating to the petition and
grounds for terminating parental rights and powers of disposition; re-
moving authority of licensed child-placing agencies to file actions to
terminate parental rights; amending s. 39.812, F.S.; providing addi-
tional requirements for a petition for adoption; prohibiting filing such
petition until the order terminating parental rights is final; amending
s. 63.022, F.S.; revising legislative intent with respect to adoptions;
amending s. 63.032, F.S.; revising definitions; defining “adoption entity,”
“legal custody,” “parent,” and “relative”; creating s. 63.037, F.S.; provid-
ing exemptions from certain provisions of ch. 63, F.S., for adoption pro-
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ceedings initiated under ch. 39, F.S.; creating s. 63.039, F.S.; providing
duties of an adoption entity to prospective adoptive parents; providing
sanctions and an award of attorney’s fees under certain circumstances;
amending s. 63.0425, F.S.; conforming provisions relating to grandpar-
ent’s right to adopt; amending s. 63.052, F.S.; providing for placement
of a minor pending adoption; specifying the jurisdiction of the court over
a minor placed for adoption; amending s. 63.062, F.S.; specifying addi-
tional persons who must consent to an adoption, execute an affidavit of
nonpaternity, or receive notice of proceedings to terminate parental
rights; providing for form and content of affidavit of nonpaternity; pro-
viding for notice of the right to select a witness; providing a form for
waiver of venue; amending s. 63.082, F.S.; revising requirements and
form for executing a consent to an adoption; making such requirements
applicable to affidavit of nonpaternity; providing a revocation period and
requirements for withdrawing consent; providing additional disclosure
requirements; revising requisite history form to include social history;
amending s. 63.085, F.S.; specifying information that must be disclosed
to persons seeking to adopt a minor and to the parents; creating s.
63.087, F.S.; requiring that a separate proceeding be conducted by the
court to determine whether a parent’s parental rights should be termi-
nated; providing for rules, jurisdiction, and venue for such proceedings;
providing requirements for the petition and hearing; requiring notifica-
tion to grandparents; creating s. 63.088, F.S.; providing diligent search
and court inquiry requirements for identifying and locating a person
who is required to consent to an adoption or receive notice of proceedings
to terminate parental rights; providing notice requirements including
notice by constructive service; providing that failure to respond or ap-
pear constitutes grounds to terminate parental rights pending adoption;
creating s. 63.089, F.S.; providing hearing procedures for proceedings to
terminate parental rights pending adoption; specifying grounds upon
which parental rights may be terminated; providing for finding of aban-
donment; providing for dismissal of petition procedures; providing for
post-judgment relief; providing for confidentiality of records; amending
s. 63.092, F.S.; providing requirements in an at-risk placement before
termination of parental rights; amending s. 63.097, F.S.; revising fee
requirements to provide for allowable and prohibited fees and costs;
amending s. 63.102, F.S.; revising requirements for filing a petition for
adoption; providing requirements for prior approval of fees and costs;
revising requirements for declaratory statement as to adoption contract;
amending s. 63.112, F.S.; revising requirements for form and content of
a petition for adoption; amending s. 63.122, F.S.; revising the time re-
quirements for hearing a petition for adoption; amending s. 63.125, F.S.;
conforming provisions relating to the final home investigation; amend-
ing s. 63.132, F.S.; revising requirements for affidavit of expenses and
receipts; requiring separate court order approving fees, costs, and ex-
penses; amending s. 63.142, F.S,; specifying circumstances under which
a judgment terminating parental rights pending adoption is voidable;
providing for an evidentiary hearing to determine the minor’s placement
following a motion to void such a judgment; amending s. 63.162, F.S.;
conforming provisions relating to confidential records of adoption pro-
ceedings; amending s. 63.165, F.S.; requiring that the Department of
Children and Family Services maintain certain information in the state
registry of adoption information for a specified period; amending s.
63.182, F.S.; providing a 1-year statute of repose for actions to set aside
or vacate a judgment of adoption or a judgment terminating parental
rights pending adoption; providing a 2-year statute of repose for an
action in fraud to set aside or vacate a judgment of adoption or a judg-
ment terminating parenting rights; amending s. 63.202, F.S.; conform-
ing provisions relating to agencies authorized to place minors for adop-
tion; amending s. 63.207, F.S.; revising provisions that limit the place-
ment of a minor in another state for adoption; amending s. 63.212, F.S.;
revising provisions relating to prohibitions and penalties with respect to
adoptions; amending s. 63.219, F.S.; conforming provisions relating to
sanctions; creating s. 63.2325, F.S.; providing conditions for revocation
of a consent to adoption or affidavit or nonpaternity; amending ss.
984.03, 985.03, F.S.; conforming cross-references; repealing s. 63.072,
F.S., relating to persons who may waive required consent to an adoption;
requiring that a petition for adoption be governed by the law in effect at
the time the petition is filed; providing for severability; providing an
effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; and Children and
Families.
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By Senator Geller—

SJR 140—A joint resolution proposing an amendment to Section 3 of
Article VII of the State Constitution, relating to finance and taxation, to
allow the Legislature by general law to exclude from assessed value for
ad valorem tax purposes value attributable to improvements made for
purposes of disaster preparedness.

—was referred to the Committees on Comprehensive Planning, Local
and Military Affairs; Finance and Taxation; and Rules and Calendar.

By Senator Geller—

SB 142—A bill to be entitled An act relating to health insurance
coverage for infertility; creating ss. 627.64062 and 627.65742, F.S., and
amending s. 641.31, F.S,; requiring coverage by health insurance poli-
cies, group, franchise, and blanket health insurance policies, and health
maintenance contracts for diagnosis and treatment of infertility under
certain circumstances; providing requirements and criteria; providing
limitations; providing definitions; providing an exception for certain reli-
gious organizations; providing application; excluding payments for
donor eggs or certain medical services; amending ss. 627.651, 627.6515,
and 627.6699, F.S.; providing for application to group contracts and
plans of self-insurance, out-of-state groups, and standard, basic, and
limited health benefit plans; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Banking and Insurance; Health,
Aging and Long-Term Care; Appropriations Subcommittee on General
Government; and Appropriations.

By Senator Geller—

SB 144—A bill to be entitled An act relating to improper activity over
the Internet; amending s. 847.001, F.S.; defining the term “child pornog-
raphy” for purposes of ch. 847, F.S.; clarifying the definition of the term
“sexual conduct”; defining the term “transmit”; creating s. 847.0137,
F.S.; prohibiting transmissions over the Internet of pornography in spec-
ified circumstances; providing penalties; creating s. 847.0139, F.S_; pro-
viding immunity from civil liability for reporting child pornography;
providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Judiciary; Ap-
propriations Subcommittee on Public Safety and Judiciary; and Appro-
priations.

By Senator Geller—

SB 146—A bill to be entitled An act relating to high-occupancy vehicle
lanes; amending s. 316.0741, F.S.; allowing certain energy-saving vehi-
cles to travel in such lanes, regardless of occupancy; providing an effec-
tive date.

—was referred to the Committees on Transportation; Appropriations
Subcommittee on General Government; and Appropriations.

By Senator Meek—

SB 148—A bill to be entitled An act relating to protection of children’s
health; providing legislative findings and intent; providing definitions;
providing for appointment of the Children’s Health and Environmental
Protection Advisory Committee; providing for organization and meet-
ings and for termination of the advisory committee; providing for staff
support by the Department of Environmental Protection; providing for
reimbursement of members’ per diem and travel expenses; providing
duties of the advisory committee; requiring a report and recommenda-
tions; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Health, Aging and Long-Term
Care; Governmental Oversight and Productivity; Appropriations Sub-
committee on General Government; and Appropriations.
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By Senator Horne—

SB 150—A bill to be entitled An act relating to property exempt from
legal process; amending s. 222.25, F.S.; exempting certain debtor’s inter-
ests from attachment, garnishment, or legal process; providing an effec-
tive date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; and Finance and Tax-
ation.

By Senators Dawson and Campbell—

SB 152—A bill to be entitled An act relating to elections; amending
8.97.041, F.S.; providing for automatic restoration of former felons’ right
to vote following completion and satisfaction of sentence of incarceration
and community supervision; providing conditions on such automatic
restoration; amending ss. 97.052, 97.053, 98.0975, F.S., to conform; pro-
viding a conditional effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Ethics and Elections; and Rules
and Calendar.

By Senator Dawson—

SB 154—A bill to be entitled An act relating to wage discrimination;
creating the “Fair Pay Act”; amending s. 760.02, F.S.; providing defini-
tions; amending s. 760.06, F.S.; providing an additional duty of the
Florida Commission on Human Relations; providing for the adoption of
specified rules; amending s. 760.10, F.S,; clarifying provisions governing
discrimination against individuals with respect to compensation, terms,
conditions, or privileges of employment which constitutes an unlawful
employment practice; providing administrative and civil remedies; cre-
ating s. 760.105, F.S.; specifying wage disclosure, recordkeeping, and
reporting requirements; providing for relief and damages for violations;
amending s. 760.11, F.S,, relating to administrative and civil remedies
under the Florida Civil Rights Act of 1992; including s. 760.105, F.S.,
within the scope of the act; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Commerce and Economic Oppor-
tunities; Judiciary; Appropriations Subcommittee on General Govern-
ment; and Appropriations.

By Senator Cowin—

SB 156—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the tax on sales, use,
and other transactions; specifying a period during which the sale of
clothing and school supplies shall be exempt from such tax; defining the
terms “clothing” and “school supplies” for purposes of the exemption;
providing for rules; providing an appropriation; providing an effective
date.

—was referred to the Committees on Commerce and Economic Oppor-
tunities; Finance and Taxation; Appropriations Subcommittee on Gen-
eral Government; and Appropriations.

By Senator Brown-Waite—

SB 158—A bill to be entitled An act relating to enterprise zones;
creating s. 290.00695, F.S.; authorizing the Office of Tourism, Trade,
and Economic Development to designate an enterprise zone within a
described area of Hernando County or of Hernando County and the City
of Brooksville jointly; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Commerce and Economic Oppor-
tunities; and Finance and Taxation.

By Senators Brown-Waite, Latvala, Sullivan, Campbell and Cowin—

SJR 160—A joint resolution proposing an amendment to Section 4 of
Article VII of the State Constitution, relating to finance and taxation, to
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allow counties to provide for a reduction in the assessed value of residen-
tial property equal to the increase in such value which results from
constructing living quarters for certain persons over the age of 62 years.

—was referred to the Committees on Comprehensive Planning, Local
and Military Affairs; Finance and Taxation; and Rules and Calendar.

By Senators Brown-Waite, Latvala, Sullivan, Campbell and Cowin—

SB 162—A bill to be entitled An act relating to ad valorem taxation;
creating s. 193.703, F.S.; providing for a reduction in assessment for
living quarters of parents or grandparents of property owners or of their
spouses; providing limitations; providing application procedures; provid-
ing penalties for making a willfully false statement in the application;
providing a contingent effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Comprehensive Planning, Local
and Military Affairs; Finance and Taxation; and Rules and Calendar.

By Senator Geller—

SB 164—A bill to be entitled An act relating to governmental reorga-
nization; creating the Department of Banking and Insurance; repealing
ss. 20.12, 20.13, F.S.; abolishing the Department of Banking and Fi-
nance and the Department of Insurance; amending ss. 17.011, 17.02,
17.03, 17.031, 17.04, 17.0401, 17.041, 17.0415, 17.05, 17.06, 17.075,
17.076, 17.08, 17.09, 17.10, 17.11, 17.12, 17.13, 17.14, 17.16, 17.17,
17.20, 17.21, 17.22, 17.25, 17.26, 17.27, 17.28, 17.29, 17.30, 17.32,
17.325, 17.41, 17.43, F.S.; providing conforming changes; transferring,
renumbering, and amending ss. 18.01, 18.02, 18.021, 18.06, 18.07,
18.091, 18.10, 18.101, 18.103, 18.104, 18.125, 18.15, 18.17, 18.20, 18.23,
18.24, F.S.; providing conforming changes; transferring the duties, pow-
ers, functions, records, personnel, property, unexpended balances of ap-
propriations, and other funds of the Department of Insurance and the
Department of Banking and Finance to the Department of Banking and
Insurance; transferring the duties, powers, functions, records, person-
nel, property, unexpended appropriations, and other funds of the Divi-
sion of State Fire Marshal of the Department of Insurance to the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Consumer Services; repealing s. 18.03, F.S.,
relating to residence and office of the Treasurer; repealing s. 18.05, F.S.,
relating to annual report to Governor; repealing s. 18.08, F.S., relating
to warrants turned over to the Comptroller; repealing s. 18.09, F.S.,
relating to annual report to the Legislature; repealing s. 18.22, F.S.,
relating to rulemaking authority of the Department of Banking and
Finance; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Governmental Oversight and
Productivity; Banking and Insurance; Appropriations Subcommittee on
General Government; and Appropriations.

By Senator Geller—

SB 166—A bill to be entitled An act relating to parent-child privilege;
creating s. 90.5045, F.S.; creating a parent-child privilege to prevent
disclosure of communications that were intended to be made in confi-
dence; providing proceedings in which the privilege does not exist; pro-
viding for waiver of the privilege; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committee on Judiciary.

By Senator Geller—

SB 168—A Dhill to be entitled An act relating to health insurance;
creating the “Equity in Prescription Insurance and Contraceptive Cover-
age Act”; providing legislative findings and intent; providing require-
ments with respect to plans provided by religious health plan sponsors;
creating ss. 627.64061, 627.65741, F.S., and amending 641.31, F.S.; re-
quiring certain health insurance policies and health maintenance con-
tracts to provide coverage for prescription oral contraceptives; amending
s. 627.6515, F.S.; applying certain requirements for group coverage to
out-of-state groups; amending s. 627.6699, F.S.; applying certain re-
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quirements for group coverage relating to prescription oral contracep-
tives to small employer carriers issuing health benefit plans; providing
an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Banking and Insurance; Appro-
priations Subcommittee on General Government; and Appropriations.

By Senator Geller—

SB 170—A bill to be entitled An act relating to citrus canker eradica-
tion; amending s. 581.184, F.S.; revising requirements with respect to
compensation for citrus trees removed as part of an eradication program;
providing appropriations; directing the department to compensate cer-
tain owners of citrus trees removed as part of eradication programs;
providing retroactive applicability; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Agriculture and Consumer Ser-
vices; Appropriations Subcommittee on General Government; and Ap-
propriations.

By Senator King—

SB 172—A bill to be entitled An act relating to elections; creating the
Voting Integrity Act; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Ethics and Elections; Appropria-
tions Subcommittee on General Government; Appropriations; and Rules
and Calendar.

By Senator Saunders—

SB 174—A bill to be entitled An act providing for the study of elections
procedures; creating the Elections Task Force within the Department of
State; providing for its membership and duties; providing for per diem
and travel expenses of its members; requiring a report; providing for
abolition of the commission; providing an appropriation; providing an
effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Ethics and Elections; Appropria-
tions Subcommittee on General Government; and Appropriations.

By Senator Brown-Waite—

SB 176—A bill to be entitled An act relating to DUI programs; amend-
ing s. 322.292, F.S.; providing that governmental agencies and not-for-
profit corporations may operate DUI programs licensed and regulated by
the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles; providing an
effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Comprehen-
sive Planning, Local and Military Affairs; and Appropriations.

By Senator Brown-Waite—

SB 178—A bill to be entitled An act relating to duration of real prop-
erty liens; amending s. 55.10, F.S.; revising the period of duration of
certain liens; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; and Finance and Tax-
ation.

By Senator Silver—

SB 180—A bill to be entitled An act relating to computer crimes;
providing a short title; providing legislative intent and findings; provid-
ing definitions; prohibiting specified activities that, if performed know-
ingly and without permission, constitute the offense of computer inter-
ference; specifying penalties to be imposed for the offense of computer
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interference; authorizing an action for compensatory damages against
a person convicted of the offense of computer interference; providing that
certain actions of a minor be imputed to the minor’s parent or legal
guardian for purposes of obtaining a civil remedy; providing for an
award of attorney’s fees to the prevailing party; requiring colleges and
universities to include computer-related crime as a violation of rules
governing student conduct; providing for disciplinary sanctions; provid-
ing that property used in connection with an offense of computer inter-
ference is subject to forfeiture under the Florida Contraband Forfeiture
Act; providing circumstances under which a person may be convicted
under the act in multiple jurisdictions; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Judiciary; Ap-
propriations Subcommittee on Public Safety and Judiciary; and Appro-
priations.

By Senator Silver—

SB 182—A bill to be entitled An act relating to insurance; amending
s. 627.0628, F.S.; providing that insurers may not use a model to deter-
mine hurricane-loss factors for use in a rate filing until the Florida
Commission on Hurricane Loss Projection Methodology finds that a
publicly owned model developed by the State University System is reli-
able to determine such factors; amending s. 627.351, F.S.; modifying
membership of the board of directors of the Florida Windstorm Under-
writing Association; providing for assignment by the association of per-
sonal lines residential policies located in a deauthorized area to author-
ized insurers; providing criteria for distributing assigned policies; pro-
viding procedures; providing that assignment of a policy does not affect
the producing agent’s entitlement to unearned commission; providing
for appeals of assignment of policies to the Department of Insurance;
providing that a failure to accept residential policies assigned by the
association is a willful violation of the Florida Insurance Code; authoriz-
ing the department to adopt rules; repealing s. 627.062(6), F.S., relating
to rate standards; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Banking and Insurance; and
Governmental Oversight and Productivity.

By Senator Silver—

SB 184—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the tax on sales, use,
and other transactions; amending s. 212.08, F.S.; providing that a pub-
licly owned facility meeting certain criteria at which a collegiate football
team is based may use those proceeds for the purpose of renovating the
facility; providing for reporting of sales to the Department of Revenue;
providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Commerce and Economic Oppor-
tunities; Finance and Taxation; and Governmental Oversight and Pro-
ductivity.

By Senator Clary—

SB 186—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the Florida Uniform
Balloting Act; expressing the legislative intent to enact a Florida Uni-
form Balloting Act; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Ethics and Elections; Appropria-
tions Subcommittee on General Government; Appropriations; and Rules
and Calendar.

By Senator Clary—

SB 188—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the Florida Retirement
System; declaring legislative intent to revise the laws governing the
system; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Governmental Oversight and
Productivity; Appropriations Subcommittee on General Government;
Appropriations; and Rules and Calendar.
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By Senator Clary—

SB 190—A bill to be entitled An act relating to building codes; ex-
pressing the legislative intent to revise the laws relating to building
codes; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Comprehensive Planning, Local
and Military Affairs; Appropriations Subcommittee on General Govern-
ment; Appropriations; and Rules and Calendar.

By Senator Clary—

SB 192—A bill to be entitled An act relating to education; expressing
the legislative intent to revise the laws relating to education; providing
an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Education; Appropriations Sub-
committee on Education; Appropriations; and Rules and Calendar.

By Senator Clary—

SB 194—A bill to be entitled An act relating to environmental protec-
tion; expressing the legislative intent to revise the laws relating to envi-
ronmental protection; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Natural Resources; Comprehen-
sive Planning, Local and Military Affairs; Appropriations Subcommittee
on General Government; Appropriations; and Rules and Calendar.

By Senator Clary—

SB 196—A bill to be entitled An act relating to education; expressing
the legislative intent to provide for improved safety in schools; providing
an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Education; Appropriations Sub-
committee on Education; Appropriations; and Rules and Calendar.

By Senator Clary—

SB 198—A bill to be entitled An act relating to election reform; declar-
ing legislative intent to revise the Florida Election Code; providing an
effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Ethics and Elections; Appropria-
tions Subcommittee on General Government; Appropriations; and Rules
and Calendar.

By Senator King—

SB 200—A bill to be entitled An act relating to absentee ballots;
creating the Military Voter Protection Act; declaring legislative intent
to enact legislation to ensure the integrity of absentee ballots cast by
military personnel; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Ethics and Elections; Appropria-
tions Subcommittee on General Government; Appropriations; and Rules
and Calendar.

By Senators Lee and Latvala—

SB 202—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the size of individual
containers of malt beverages; amending s. 563.06, F.S.; removing cur-
rent restrictions on containers under a specified size; providing an effec-
tive date.

—was referred to the Committees on Regulated Industries; Finance
and Taxation; and Agriculture and Consumer Services.
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SR 204—Not referenced.

By Senator Villalobos—

SB 206—A bill to be entitled An act relating to motor vehicle airbag
replacement; creating s. 860.146, F.S.; prohibiting the replacement of an
airbag with anything other than a bona fide new airbag; providing a
penalty; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Appropriations
Subcommittee on General Government; and Appropriations.

By Senator Geller—

SB 208—A bill to be entitled An act relating to consumer protection;
amending s. 501.203, F.S.; including business or commercial entity
within the definition of the term “consumer” for purposes of ch. 501, F.S.;
amending s. 501.207, F.S.; authorizing an action on behalf of a govern-
mental entity for damages caused by a violation of part IT of ch. 501, F.S.;
amending s. 501.2075, F.S.; providing for waiver of civil penalties if
restitution is made for actual damages to a governmental entity; repeal-
ing s. 501.2091, F.S., relating to an authorization for a stay of proceed-
ings pending trial by a party to an action under part II of ch. 501, F.S,;
amending s. 501.211, F.S.; providing for the recovery of actual damages
on the part of a person who suffers a loss as a result of a violation of part
II of ch. 501, F.S.; amending s. 501.212, F.S.; eliminating an exemption
from regulation under part IT of ch. 501, F.S., for persons regulated under
laws administered by other agencies; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; and Commerce
and Economic Opportunities.

By Senators Saunders and Carlton—

SB 210—A bill to be entitled An act relating to ad valorem tax exemp-
tion; amending s. 196.1975, F.S., relating to exemptions for nonprofit
homes for the aged; specifying that the exemption applicable to such
homes the residents of which meet certain income limitations applies to
individual units or apartments of such homes; providing for application
of a residency affidavit requirement to applicants for such an exemption;
clarifying provisions relating to qualification for the alternative exemp-
tion provided by that section for those portions of a home in which the
residents do not meet the income limitations; providing that s. 196.195,
F.S,, relating to requirements and criteria for determining the profit or
nonprofit status of an applicant for exemption, and s. 196.196, F.S.,
relating to criteria for determining whether property is entitled to a
charitable, religious, scientific, or literary exemption, do not apply to
that section; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Comprehensive Planning, Local
and Military Affairs; and Finance and Taxation.

By Senator Klein—

SJR 212—A joint resolution proposing the repeal of Section 19 of
Article X of the State Constitution, which requires the development and
operation of a high-speed ground transportation system.

—was referred to the Committees on Transportation; and Rules and
Calendar.

By Senator Brown-Waite—

SB 214—A bill to be entitled An act relating to public-school instruc-
tion in human sexuality; requiring written parental consent prior to
such instruction; requiring the provision of alternative instruction; pro-
hibiting schools from penalizing nonparticipation in such instruction;
requiring recordkeeping; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Education; Appropriations Sub-
committee on Education; and Appropriations.
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By Senator Villalobos—

SB 216—A bill to be entitled An act relating to motor vehicles; amend-
ing s. 860.145, F.S.; requiring that motor vehicle airbags be identified
with a number; prohibiting certain acts regarding airbags; providing
penalties; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Transportation; Appropriations
Subcommittee on General Government; and Appropriations.

By Senator Horne—

SB 218—A bill to be entitled An act relating to mortgage guaranty
insurance; amending ss. 624.408, 635.042, F.S.; revising minimum sur-
plus requirements for mortgage guaranty insurers; revising limits on
total liability and exposure to losses for such insurers; requiring mort-
gage guaranty insurers to include certain information in audited finan-
cial reports required pursuant to s. 624.424(8); authorizing the Depart-
ment of Insurance to take certain actions against a mortgage guaranty
insurer that is not in compliance; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committee on Banking and Insurance.

By Senator Dawson—

SB 220—A Dbill to be entitled An act relating to health insurance;
creating ss. 627.6414, 627.65753, F.S., and amending s. 641.31, F.S;
requiring health insurance policies and health maintenance contracts to
provide for one routine eye examination for certain children by a licensed
ophthalmologist or licensed optometrist selected by the patient; provid-
ing for medically necessary followup visits; providing for the cost of the
examination to be covered by the insurer or health maintenance organi-
zation; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Health, Aging and Long-Term
Care; Banking and Insurance; Appropriations Subcommittee on General
Government; and Appropriations.

By Senator Dawson—

SB 222—A Dbill to be entitled An act relating to health insurance;
creating ss. 627.6410 and 627.65747, F.S., and amending s. 641.31,F.S;
prohibiting certain health insurance policies and health maintenance
contracts from applying certain payments to certain limits specified in
the policies or contracts; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Banking and Insurance; Appro-
priations Subcommittee on General Government; and Appropriations.

By Senators Dawson and Sanderson—

SB 224—A Dbill to be entitled An act relating to medically essential
electric public utility service; creating s. 366.15, F.S.; defining the term
“medically essential”; requiring electric public utilities to provide medi-
cally essential service under specified circumstances; providing proce-
dures for certification of medically essential utility service; authorizing
utilities to disconnect service under certain circumstances; providing for
notice to customers; providing for payment for service; providing for
monitoring of customers; providing responsibilities for customers; pro-
viding for the identification of sources for funding purposes; providing
an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Regulated Industries; and Gov-
ernmental Oversight and Productivity.

By Senator Dawson—

SB 226—A bill to be entitled An act relating to prisons; creating the
“Protection Against Sexual Violence in Florida Jails and Prisons Act”;

JOURNAL OF THE SENATE 19

amending ss. 944.35, 951.23, F.S.; requiring the Criminal Justice Stand-
ards and Training Commission to develop a course relating to sexual
assault identification and prevention as part of the correctional-officer
training program; authorizing the department and county and munici-
pal detention facilities to provide an orientation program and counsel-
ing; creating s. 951.221, F.S,; prohibiting sexual misconduct by employ-
ees of county or municipal detention facilities; providing for termination
of employment under certain circumstances; providing penalties; creat-
ing s. 951.223, F.S.; prohibiting an officer or employee of a county or
municipal detention facility from receiving any gift or other compensa-
tion from a prisoner or making any gift or present to a prisoner without
the permission of the administrator of the facility; providing penalties;
providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Public Safety and Judiciary; and Appropriations.

By Senators Latvala and Posey—

SB 228—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the surcharge on
alcoholic beverage sales; amending s. 561.501, F.S.; eliminating the sur-
charge on beverages sold for on-premises consumption; amending s.
561.121, F.S.; providing for deposit of certain beverage excise tax reve-
nues into the Children and Adolescents Substance Abuse Trust Fund;
amending s. 561.025, F.S.; conforming a cross-reference; providing effec-
tive dates.

—was referred to the Committees on Regulated Industries; Commerce
and Economic Opportunities; Finance and Taxation; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Health and Human Services; and Appropriations.

By Senator Villalobos—

SB 230—A bill to be entitled An act relating to voting methods and
procedure; creating s. 101.005, F.S.; providing for a uniform statewide
voting system and ballots; providing rulemaking authority to the De-
partment of State to adopt standards for the system and requirements
for the ballots; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Ethics and Elections; Appropria-
tions Subcommittee on General Government; and Appropriations.

By Senator Brown-Waite—

SB 232—A bill to be entitled An act relating to controlled substances;
amending s. 893.03, F.S.; adding certain mixtures containing hydroco-
done to the substances listed under Schedule III as a controlled sub-
stance; amending s. 893.135, F.S.; providing penalties for trafficking in
certain mixtures containing hydrocodone; reenacting s. 921.0022(3)(b),
(c), and (e), F.S., relating to the offense severity ranking chart in the
Criminal Punishment Code, to incorporate the amendment in s. 893.03,
F.S., in references thereto; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Public Safety and Judiciary; and Appropriations.

By Senators Burt, Latvala, Posey, Peaden, Campbell, Holzendorf,
Bronson, Pruitt, Smith, Crist, Diaz de la Portilla, Lawson, Miller, Ros-
sin, Wasserman Schultz, Mitchell, Webster, Cowin and Sanderson—

SB 234—A bill to be entitled An act relating to retirement; amending
s. 121.091, F.S.; providing for a repurchase of prior service credit for
certain members of the Special Risk Class or Special Risk Administra-
tive Support Class of the Florida Retirement System who retired or
terminated employment before July 1, 2000; providing for actuarial
funding of benefits; providing a declaration of an important state inter-
est; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Governmental Oversight and
Productivity; Judiciary; Appropriations Subcommittee on General Gov-
ernment; and Appropriations.
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By Senator Brown-Waite—

SB 236—A bill to be entitled An act relating to motor fuel marketing
practices; amending s. 526.303, F.S.; repealing the definitions of the
terms “direct labor cost,” “nonrefiner,” “nonrefiner cost,” “reasonable
rental value,” and “refiner cost” with respect to regulating motor fuel
marketing practices; repealing s. 526.304, F.S., relating to unlawful
predatory practices; repealing s. 526.309, F.S., relating to exempt sales;
amending s. 526.305, F.S.; deleting an obsolete cross-reference; provid-
ing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Agriculture and Consumer Ser-
vices; Commerce and Economic Opportunities; and Judiciary.

By Senators Mitchell, Sullivan, Sebesta, Jones, Dawson, Holzendorf,
Wasserman Schultz, Latvala, Horne, Clary, Rossin, Meek, Dyer, Law-
son, Garcia, Lee, Silver, Campbell, Smith and Miller—

SB 238—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the death penalty;
creating s. 921.137, F.S.; defining the term “mental retardation”; prohib-
iting the imposition of a sentence of death on a defendant who suffers
from mental retardation if the mental retardation is directly related to
the defendant’s conduct at the time of the crime; providing requirements
for raising mental retardation as a bar to the death sentence; providing
for a separate proceeding to determine whether the defendant suffers
from mental retardation; providing for an determination of mental re-
tardation to be appealed; providing for application of provisions prohibit-
ing imposition of a sentence of death; amending ss. 921.141, 921.142,
F.S.; providing for a defendant’s mental retardation to be considered as
a mitigating circumstance by the jury for purposes of the advisory sen-
tence recommended by the jury in a capital felony or a capital drug-
trafficking felony; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Public Safety and Judiciary; and Appropriations.

By Senator Smith—

SB 240—A bill to be entitled An act relating to sentencing; amending
s. 944.17, F.S.; requiring that a prisoner sentenced for a crime commit-
ted during incarceration in the state correctional system serve the sen-
tence for such crime in the state system, regardless of the length of
sentence imposed; requiring that the sentence be served consecutive to
any sentence previously imposed on the prisoner; providing an effective
date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Public Safety and Judiciary; and Appropriations.

By Senator Brown-Waite—

SB 242—A bill to be entitled An act relating to nursing home facilities;
creating s. 400.0223, F.S.; providing that a nursing home facility may
not prohibit the installation of audio or video recording devices in resi-
dents’ rooms; providing a restriction; providing immunity from claims
and legal actions for facilities that install recording devices in residents’
rooms, unless negligence on the part of the facility is a cause of a resi-
dent’s accident or injury; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Health, Aging and Long-Term
Care; Comprehensive Planning, Local and Military Affairs; and Judi-
ciary.

By Senator Lawson—

SB 244—A Dill to be entitled An act for the relief of Patsy Baucco and
Valentino Baucco; providing an appropriation to compensate them for
injuries and damages they sustained as a result of the negligence of a
Department of Transportation employee; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Special Master; and the Committees on Trans-
portation; and Finance and Taxation.
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By Senator Brown-Waite—

SB 246—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the crime of contribut-
ing to the delinquency or dependency of a child; amending s. 827.04, F.S.;
defining the terms “child in need of services,” “delinquent child,” and
“dependent child”; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Children and Families; Criminal
Justice; Appropriations Subcommittee on Public Safety and Judiciary;
and Appropriations.

By Senator Saunders—

SB 248—A bill to be entitled An act relating to domestic violence;
amending ss. 25.385, 39.902, 741.28, 943.171, F.S.; redefining the terms
“domestic violence” and “family or household member”; amending s.
28.101, F.S.; increasing the fee charged by the clerk of the circuit court
in dissolution of marriage cases; providing that the fee be deposited in
the Domestic Violence Trust Fund; amending s. 61.1825, F.S.; providing
for additional circumstances when a family violence indicator must be
placed on a record; amending s. 741.281, F.S.; deleting requirement that
a court order certain defendants to attend a batterers’ intervention pro-
gram; amending s. 741.30, F.S.; specifying when a person has standing
to file a petition for an injunction against domestic violence; providing
for incidents that describe violence or threats of violence; providing
legislative intent that ex parte temporary injunctions protect a victim as
long as he or she is in danger; requesting the Supreme Court to adopt
rules to require extensions of temporary injunctions; specifying when a
court may grant relief; providing factors for the court to consider in
determining imminent danger; requiring the Batterers’ Intervention
Program to provide notification of discharge; providing that respondents
must complete the Batterers’ Intervention Program if ordered; providing
for the court not to modify or dissolve an injunction unless failure to
complete the Batterers’ Intervention Program is justified; providing for
recording of proceedings; directing the Office of State Court Administra-
tor to examine and develop recommendations concerning certain court
practices; providing for a report to the Governor and Legislature; provid-
ing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Children and Families; Judi-
ciary; Appropriations Subcommittee on Health and Human Services;
and Appropriations.

By Senator Brown-Waite—

SB 250—A bill to be entitled An act relating to character evidence;
amending s. 90.404, F.S.; providing that in certain criminal prosecutions
involving domestic violence, evidence of prior acts of domestic violence
by the defendant may be admissible; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; and Criminal Justice.

By Senator King—

SB 252—A bill to be entitled An act relating to release of employee
information by employers; providing specified requirements of employ-
ers with respect to a background investigation of an applicant for em-
ployment or appointment as a full-time, part-time, or auxiliary law
enforcement officer, correctional officer, or correctional probation officer;
providing requirements relating to an authorization to release informa-
tion; defining the term “employment information”; providing for injunc-
tive relief; providing a presumption; providing for fees to cover certain
costs incurred by the employer; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Commerce and Economic Oppor-
tunities; and Judiciary.

By Senator Saunders—

SB 254—A bill to be entitled An act relating to public medical assist-
ance; amending s. 395.701, F.S.; reducing the annual assessment on
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hospital outpatient services to fund public medical assistance; amending
s. 395.7015, F.S.; reducing the annual assessment on certain other
health care entities to fund public medical assistance; providing for
annual appropriations to replace funds lost due to such reductions; pro-
viding an appropriation; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Health, Aging and Long-Term
Care; Finance and Taxation; Appropriations Subcommittee on Health
and Human Services; and Appropriations.

By Senators Mitchell, Latvala, Miller, Campbell, Clary, Sullivan and
Dawson—

SB 256—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the transportation
disadvantaged; amending s. 320.03, F.S.; imposing a fee for the registra-
tion of certain trucks, trailers, and motorcycles and for tag transfers and
temporary tags to be deposited into the Transportation Disadvantaged
Trust Fund; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Transportation; Finance and
Taxation; Appropriations Subcommittee on General Government; and
Appropriations.

By Senator Geller—

SB 258—A bill to be entitled An act relating to weapons and firearms;
creating s. 790.0625, F.S.; requiring that a person obtain a license from
the Office of the Attorney General before purchasing a handgun; defin-
ing the term “handgun”; requiring that a person undergo a background
check and successfully complete a course on handgun safety in order to
obtain a handgun license; providing for issuance of a renewal handgun
license; authorizing the Office of the Attorney General to adopt rules;
providing for fees; providing requirements for issuing licenses; providing
a penalty for purchasing a handgun without a license; providing that
certain law enforcement officers and correctional officers are exempt
from licensure; amending s. 790.25, F.S., relating to the lawful owner-
ship, possession, and use of firearms; conforming provisions to changes
made by the act; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Judiciary; and
Finance and Taxation.

By Senators Geller and Villalobos—

SB 260—A bill to be entitled An act relating to motor vehicles; amend-
ing s. 860.145, F.S.; increasing a criminal penalty under the Airbag
Antitheft Act; requiring airbags to be marked with vehicle identification
numbers; creating s. 860.146, F.S.; defining the terms “fake airbag” and
“junk-filled airbag compartment”; prohibiting the sale, purchase, or in-
stallation of fake airbags or junk-filled airbag compartments; providing
criminal penalties; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Transportation; and Criminal
Justice.

By Senator Bronson—

SB 262—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the placement of rip
current warning signs; creating s. 380.275, F.S.; providing for a coopera-
tive effort among state agencies and local governments to plan for and
assist in the placement of rip current warning signs; providing that the
Department of Community Affairs shall direct and coordinate the pro-
gram; requiring the development of a uniform rip current warning sign;
authorizing the department to coordinate the location, distribution, and
erection of rip current warning signs; providing for rules; limiting the
liability of participating governmental entities; providing for the respon-
sibilities of governmental entities; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Comprehensive Planning, Local
and Military Affairs; and Judiciary.
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By Senators Silver, Lawson, Miller, Mitchell, Wasserman Schultz and
Smith—

SB 264—A bill to be entitled An act relating to educational benefits
for children of slain law enforcement officers and firefighters; amending
ss. 112.19, 112.191, F.S.; providing for graduate or postbaccalaureate
educational expenses to be waived for children of officers and firefighters
killed in the line of duty; providing for the waiver to apply to a child who
attends a state institution as a full-time or part-time student; providing
an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Governmental Oversight and
Productivity; Appropriations Subcommittee on Education; and Appro-
priations.

By Senator Silver—

SB 266—A bill to be entitled An act relating to campaign financing;
amending s. 106.021, F.S.; specifying that certain endorsements are not
contributions or expenditures for purposes of ch. 106, F.S.; amending s.
106.08, F.S.; prohibiting contributions made during a certain period
preceding the first primary election through the general election which
exceed a specified amount; providing penalties; creating s. 106.293, F.S.;
requiring the state executive committee of each political party to report
contributions in excess of a specified amount to the Division of Elections
within the Department of State; requiring the division to adopt rules
governing such reports; providing penalties for failure to timely make
reports; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Ethics and Elections; Appropria-
tions Subcommittee on General Government; and Appropriations.

By Senator Silver—

SB 268—A Dill to be entitled An act relating to DNA testing; creating
s. 943.3255, F.S.; requiring felony arrestees to provide blood samples for
DNA testing; providing duties of law enforcement agencies and the De-
partment of Law Enforcement; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Judiciary; Ap-
propriations Subcommittee on Public Safety and Judiciary; and Appro-
priations.

By Senator Silver—

SB 270—A bill to be entitled An act relating to public records; exempt-
ing from public records disclosure the results of DNA testing and analy-
sis of blood samples provided by persons arrested for felonies; prescrib-
ing entities to whom results may be disclosed; providing for destruction
of such records in specified circumstances; providing for future legisla-
tive review and repeal; providing a finding of public necessity; providing
an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Governmental
Oversight and Productivity; and Rules and Calendar.

By Senator Klein—

SB 272—A bill to be entitled An act relating to law enforcement
officers; amending s. 817.564, F.S.; providing an exemption from civil or
criminal liability for the sale of imitation controlled substances by law
enforcement officers and other persons acting at their direction; provid-
ing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committee on Criminal Justice.

By Senator Lee—

SB 274—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the official Florida
Statutes; amending ss. 11.2421, 11.2422, 11.2424, and 11.2425, Florida
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Statutes; adopting the Florida Statutes 2001 and designating the por-
tions thereof that are to constitute the official law of the state; providing
that the Florida Statutes 2001 shall be effective immediately upon publi-
cation; providing that general laws enacted during the 1999 regular
session and prior thereto and not included in the Florida Statutes 2001
are repealed; providing that general laws enacted during the January
2000 special session, the 2000 regular session, and the 2001 regular
session are not repealed by this adoption act.

—was referred to the Committee on Rules and Calendar.

By Senator Lee—

SB 276—A reviser’s bill to be entitled An act relating to the Florida
Statutes; amending ss. 11.45, 11.513, 17.26, 20.12, 20.18, 20.315,
20.3315, 20.50, 24.113, 39.0015, 39.202, 39.3065, 55.209, 101.545,
110.112, 121.021, 121.051, 125.0108, 163.065, 163.2517, 163.345,
163.458, 166.231, 171.093, 186.504, 192.001, and 212.08, F.S.; renum-
bering s. 20.171(5)(c), F.S.; reenacting ss. 20.316(4)(f), 162.04(5), and
212.055(2)(c), F.S.; and repealing ss. 20.331(6)(d), 121.091(9)(b)11.,
122.20(2), 163.2520(3), and 210.20(2)(b), F.S., pursuant to s. 11.242,
F.S.; deleting provisions which have expired, have become obsolete, have
had their effect, have served their purpose, or have been impliedly re-
pealed or superseded; replacing incorrect cross-references and citations;
correcting grammatical, typographical, and like errors; removing incon-
sistencies, redundancies, and unnecessary repetition in the statutes;
improving the clarity of the statutes and facilitating their correct inter-
pretation; and confirming the restoration of provisions unintentionally
omitted from republication in the acts of the Legislature during the
amendatory process.

—was referred to the Committee on Rules and Calendar.

By Senator Lee—

SB 278—A reviser’s bill to be entitled An act relating to the Florida
Statutes; amending ss. 215.5601, 215.96, 216.015, 216.177, 216.181,
216.348, 218.21, 228.082, 228.195, 229.006, 229.085, 229.57, 231.262,
231.6215, 232.50, 233.0655, 233.068, 235.26, 236.1225, 240.145,
240.2995, 240.3335, 240.345, 240.40208, 240.5285, 240.529, 240.711,
252.32, 252.34, 252.35, 252.36, 252.38, 252.46, 252.47, 252.50, 252.52,
253.115, 253.7829, 255.101, 255.102, 255.25, 255.5535, 259.037,
259.101, 265.284, 267.171, 282.303, 283.33, 285.18, 287.042, 287.055,
287.057, 287.0943, 288.012, 288.106, 288.1066, 288.1167, 288.1169,
288.1229, 288.125, 290.0056, 290.0058, 290.0065, 290.007, 320.0848,
320.20, 320.27, 323.001, 328.16, 331.304, and 348.7543, F.S.; reenacting
ss. 216.292(1)(b), 228.056(10), 230.23025(2), 231.600, 259.032(12),
265.284(4), 287.055(4)(b), and 322.051(1), F.S.; and repealing ss.
236.25(5)(b)1.-3., 288.7771(1), 333.07(3)(c), 348.83(5), and 364.025(4)(b),
F.S., pursuant to s. 11.242, F.S.; deleting provisions which have expired,
have become obsolete, have had their effect, have served their purpose,
or have been impliedly repealed or superseded; replacing incorrect cross-
references and citations; correcting grammatical, typographical, and
like errors; removing inconsistencies, redundancies, and unnecessary
repetition in the statutes; improving the clarity of the statutes and
facilitating their correct interpretation; and confirming the restoration
of provisions unintentionally omitted from republication in the acts of
the Legislature during the amendatory process.

—was referred to the Committee on Rules and Calendar.

By Senator Lee—

SB 280—A reviser’s bill to be entitled An act relating to the Florida
Statutes; amending ss. 370.0603, 370.092, 370.093, 370.12, 372.5712,
372.5715, 373.4135, 375.021, 376.30713, 377.703, 380.012, 380.0555,
381.003, 381.004, 381.0065, 381.0303, 381.90, 383.50, 384.29, 393.0641,
394.875, 395.0163, 395.3036, 395.4045, 395.602, 395.7015, 400.0091,
400.022, 400.023, 400.141, 400.408, 400.464, 400.980, 402.166, 402.28,
402.50, 403.031, 403.714, 403.718, 403.7191, 403.7192, 408.02,
408.0361, 409.145, 409.1685, 409.908, 409.912, 409.946, 414.105,
418.302, 420.506, 420.507, 435.03, 435.05, 435.07, 440.15, 440.381,
440.4416, 443.1715, 443.232, 445.024, 446.50, 456.025, 456.039,
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458.3135, 458.319, and 460.403, F.S.; reenacting ss. 370.021(2), 375.045,
397.405, 409.9122(1), 445.003(6)(b), 445.009(7)(c), 467.001, 467.002,
467.004, 467.011, 467.0125, 467.014, 467.015, 467.016, 467.017,
467.201, 467.203, 467.205, 467.207, and 468.354(3)(b), F.S.; and repeal-
ing ss. 373.4593(2)(a)-(c), 377.709(5)(b), 381.0045(3), 383.0112(2)(g),
403.854(2)(b), 411.01(9)(c), 421.37, 421.38, 421.39, 421.40, 421.41,
421.42, 421.43, 421.44, 421.45, 427.0159(2), and 464.0045, F.S., pursu-
ant to s. 11.242, F.S.; deleting provisions which have expired, have
become obsolete, have had their effect, have served their purpose, or
have been impliedly repealed or superseded; replacing incorrect cross-
references and citations; correcting grammatical, typographical, and
like errors; removing inconsistencies, redundancies, and unnecessary
repetition in the statutes; improving the clarity of the statutes and
facilitating their correct interpretation; and confirming the restoration
of provisions unintentionally omitted from republication in the acts of
the Legislature during the amendatory process.

—was referred to the Committee on Rules and Calendar.

By Senator Lee—

SB 282—A reviser’s bill to be entitled An act relating to the Florida
Statutes; amending ss. 470.016, 471.025, 472.001, 472.003, 472.005,
472.011, 472.015, 472.021, 472.025, 472.027, 472.031, 472.037, 476.024,
494.0017, 498.025, 499.015, 499.03, 499.05, 501.34, 514.0231, 519.101,
527.01, 527.02, 538.11, 550.6305, 550.904, 550.912, 553.381, 553.507,
553.902, 569.11, 570.21, 576.045, 589.065, 597.003, 597.0041, 607.1901,
617.1622, 620.8101, 620.9901, 626.112, 626.621, 626.6215, 626.797,
626.844, 626.8734, 626.909, 626.9911, 626.99275, 627.031, 627.062,
627.351, 627.357, 627.481, 627.6487, 627.6699, 627.6735, 627.736,
627.9403, 627.9407, 627.94072, 627.944, 628.909, 631.718, and 631.911,
F.S.; and repealing ss. 489.1136(1)(g), 499.005(26), 550.2633(3) and (4),
624.408(1)(b)1., and 627.0661, F.S., pursuant to s. 11.242, F.S.; deleting
provisions which have expired, have become obsolete, have had their
effect, have served their purpose, or have been impliedly repealed or
superseded; replacing incorrect cross-references and citations; correct-
ing grammatical, typographical, and like errors; removing inconsisten-
cies, redundancies, and unnecessary repetition in the statutes; improv-
ing the clarity of the statutes and facilitating their correct interpreta-
tion; and confirming the restoration of provisions unintentionally omit-
ted from republication in the acts of the Legislature during the amenda-
tory process.

—was referred to the Committee on Rules and Calendar.

By Senator Lee—

SB 284—A reviser’s bill to be entitled An act relating to the Florida
Statutes; amending ss. 632.635, 633.021, 633.025, 634.191, 634.281,
641.185, 641.225, 642.