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Hearing Report 
 

Date:  June 20, 2011 

City:  Tallahassee 

Location:  Knott Building, Room 412 

Time:  1:00pm-4:00pm and 6:00pm-8:00pm 

Number of Speakers:  63 

Total Attendance:  154 

 

The Tallahassee public hearings were held at the Captiol, in a room regularly used for public hearings 

and committee meetings (Room 412, Knott Building, Captiol Complex, 404 S. Monroe St., Tallahassee, 

FL 32399). A map with directions to the hearings and parking instructions was posted on the internet 

prior to the meetings. Two hearings were held, the first beginning at 1:00pm and the second at 6:00pm. 

Legislative staff posted signs throughout the Capitol to provide direction to the meeting room. Staff 

provided assistance at the hearings by answering questions and displaying district building software 

outside the meeting room. The meetings were advertised in the Tallahassee Democrat June 17-19, and 

an op-ed jointly authored by the Chairman Gaetz and Chairman Weatherford was published in the 

Tallahassee Democrat on June 19. Notice of the meetings was published on each chamber’s website, and 

the public was invited to the meetings via social media websites. Messages were sent to over 80 school 

board officials, over 110 county commissioners, and over 400 city elected officials in Northwest Florida. 

Over 120 leaders of public interest groups and civic organizations were also sent messages inviting them 

and the groups they represent to the hearings. The hearings were streamed live on The Florida Channel’s 

website, recorded, and subsequently re-aired. At the first meeting 50 individuals signed up to speak, and 

13 at the second. At the first hearing 22 senators and 39 representatives were present. At the second, 16 

senators and 29 representatives were present. After hearing testimony and gathering input from the 

public, legislators at the meeting were given an opportunity to comment.  
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Submission from Betsy Barfield 
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http://www.flsenate.gov/usercontent/session/redistricting/regions/Redistricting2012_brochure.pdf
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Hearing Report 
 
Date:  June 21, 2011 
City:  Ft. Walton Beach 
Location:  Ft. Walton Beach High School 
Time:  6:00pm-9:00pm 
Number of Speakers: 36 
Total Attendance:  141 
 
The Ft. Walton Beach public hearing was held in the library/media center at Ft. Walton Beach High 

School (400 Hollywood Boulevard, Ft. Walton Beach, 32548). A map with directions to the hearing and 

parking instructions was posted on the internet prior to the meetings. Legislative staff posted signs 

throughout the school to point the public towards the library. Staff provided assistance at the hearing by 

answering questions and displaying district building software outside the meeting room. The meeting 

was advertised in the Northwest Florida Daily News June 18-21, and an op-ed jointly authored by the 

Chairman Gaetz and Chairman Weatherford was published in the Northwest Florida Daily News on 

June 19. Notice of the meeting was published on each chamber’s website, and the public was invited to 

the meetings via social media websites. Messages were sent to over 80 school board officials, over 110 

county commissioners, and over 400 city elected officials in Northwest Florida. Over 120 leaders of 

public interest groups and civic organizations were also sent messages inviting them and the groups they 

represent to the hearings. The hearing was streamed live on The Florida Channel’s website, recorded, 

and subsequently re-aired. Thirty-six people signed up to speak at the hearing, which was attended by 

141 people. Seven senators and twenty-four representatives were present at this hearing.  After hearing 

testimony and gathering input from the public, legislators at the meeting were given an opportunity to 

comment.  
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Hearing Report 
 
Date:  June 21, 2011 
City:  Pensacola 
Location:  WSRE-TV Jean & Paul Amos Performance Studio 
Time:  10:00am-1:00pm 
Number of Speakers:  47 
Total Attendance:  132 
 
The Pensacola public hearing was held at the WSRE-TV Jean & Paul Amos Performance Studio on the 

campus of Pensacola State College (1000 College Blvd. Pensacola, 32504). A map with directions to the 

hearing and parking instructions was posted on the internet prior to the meetings. Legislative staff posted 

signs outside the building and the studio to provide direction to the hearing. Staff provided assistance at 

the hearing by answering questions and displaying district building software outside the meeting room. 

The meeting was advertised in the Pensacola News Journal June 18-21, and an op-ed jointly authored by 

the Chairman Gaetz and Chairman Weatherford was published in the Pensacola News Journal on June 

19. Notice of the meeting was published on each chamber’s website, and the public was invited to the 

meetings via social media websites. Messages were sent to over 80 school board officials, over 110 

county commissioners, and over 400 city elected officials in Northwest Florida. Over 120 leaders of 

public interest groups and civic organizations were also sent messages inviting them and the groups they 

represent to the hearings. The hearing was streamed live on The Florida Channel’s website, recorded, 

and subsequently re-aired.  Forty-seven people signed up to speak at the hearing, which was attended by 

132 people. Seven senators and twenty-six representatives were present at this hearing. After hearing 

testimony and gathering input from the public, legislators at the meeting were given an opportunity to 

comment. 
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Hearing Report 
 
Date:  June 22, 2011 
City:  Panama City 
Location:  Sarzin Lecture Hall at Gulf Coast State College 
Time:  10:00am-1:00pm 
Number of Speakers: 36 
Total Attendance: 110 
 
The public hearing in Panama City was held in Sarzin Lecture Hall on the campus of Gulf Coast State 

College (5230 West Highway 98 Panama City, 32401). A map with directions to the hearing and 

parking instructions was posted on the internet prior to the meetings. Legislative staff posted signs 

outside the building and the room to provide direction to the hearing. Staff provided assistance at the 

hearing by answering questions and displaying district building software outside the meeting room. The 

meeting was advertised in the Panama City News Herald June 19-22, and an op-ed jointly authored by 

the Chairman Gaetz and Chairman Weatherford was published in the Panama City News Herald on June 

16. Notice of the meeting was published on each chamber’s website, and the public was invited to the 

meetings via social media websites. Messages were sent to over 80 school board officials, over 110 

county commissioners, and over 400 city elected officials in Northwest Florida. Over 120 leaders of 

public interest groups and civic organizations were also sent messages inviting them and the groups they 

represent to the hearings. The hearing was streamed live on The Florida Channel’s website, recorded, 

and subsequently re-aired.  Thirty-six people signed up to speak at the hearing, which was attended by 

110 people. One person contacted staff prior to the hearing to accommodate a disability.  The hearing-

impaired person could not understand sign language, so a Communication Access Realtime Translation 

(CART) provider with a stenotype machine was brought to the hearing. Six senators and twenty-seven 

representatives were present at this hearing. After hearing testimony and gathering input from the public, 

legislators at the meeting were given an opportunity to comment.  
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Hearing Report 
 

Date:  July 11, 2011 

City:  Jacksonville 

Location:  Advanced Technology Center at Florida State College’s Downtown Jacksonville Campus 

Time:  2:00pm-4:00pm and 6:00pm-8:00pm 

Number of Speakers:  96 

Total Attendance:  368 

 

The public hearing in Jacksonville took place at the Advanced Technology Center on the 

Downtown Campus of Florida State College at Jacksonville (401 W. State St., Jacksonville, FL 32202). 

Prior to the meeting, a map with directions to the hearing and parking instructions was posted on the 

internet.  Legislative staff posted signs outside the building and the room to provide directions to the 

hearing, and was on hand to answer questions and display district building software outside the meeting 

room. 

The hearing was advertised in the Florida Times-Union July 10, and an op-ed jointly authored by 

the Chairman Gaetz and Chairman Weatherford was published in the Florida Times-Union on July 7. 

Each chamber’s website published the public notice, and social media websites invited the public to the 

hearing as well.  Senate staff sent invitations to more than 90 school board officials, over 180 county 

commissioners and administrators, more than 60 personnel under local supervisors of elections, and over 

490 city elected officials in Northeast Florida. More than 230 public interest group leaders received 

invitations as well, encouraging the leaders and the groups they represent to attend the hearing.  

The hearing was streamed live on The Florida Channel’s website, recorded, and subsequently re-

aired. There were 10 senators and 34 representatives present, and Representative Weatherford chaired 

the hearing.   272 people filled out attendance cards.  Another 96 indicated they wanted to speak at the 

hearing, bringing the total recorded attendance to 368. 

After hearing testimony and gathering input from the public, legislators at the meeting were 

given an opportunity to comment. 
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Submission from Michael Yost 
 

 Mr. Yost presented legislators at the hearing with a copy of the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision in 

Bartlett v. Strickland, 129 S. Ct. 1231 (2009).   

http://scholar.google.com/scholar_case?case=4021888109176751340&hl=en&as_sdt=2&as_vis=1&oi=scholarr
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Submission from Dr. Brenda Simmons 
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Hearing Report 
 

Date:  July 12, 2011 

City:  Daytona Beach 

Location:  Daytona State College News-Journal Center 

Time:  6:00pm-9:00pm 

Number of Speakers: 62 

Total Attendance: 189 

 

The public hearing in Daytona Beach took place in the News-Journal Center at Daytona State 

College (221 N. Beach St., Daytona Beach, FL  32114). Prior to the meeting, a map with directions to 

the hearing and parking instructions was posted on the internet.  Legislative staff posted signs outside 

the building and the room to provide directions to the hearing, and was on hand to answer questions and 

display district building software outside the meeting room. 

The hearing was advertised in the Daytona Beach News-Journal July 9-12, and an op-ed jointly 

authored by the Chairman Gaetz and Chairman Weatherford was published in the Daytona Beach News-

Journal on July 6. Each chamber’s website published the public notice, and social media websites 

invited the public to the hearing as well.  Senate staff sent invitations to more than 90 school board 

officials, over 180 county commissioners and administrators, more than 60 personnel under local 

supervisors of elections, and over 490 city elected officials in Northeast Florida. More than 230 public 

interest group leaders received invitations as well, encouraging the leaders and the groups they represent 

to attend the hearing.  

The hearing was streamed live on The Florida Channel’s website, recorded, and subsequently re-

aired. There were 10 senators and 34 representatives present, and Representative Hukill chaired the 

hearing. The hearings were attended by 8 senators and 31 representatives. 127 people filled out 

attendance cards. Another 62 indicated they wanted to speak at the hearing, bringing the total recorded 

attendance to 189.  

After hearing testimony and gathering input from the public, legislators at the meeting were 

given an opportunity to comment.   
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Submission from John Hoyt 
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Hearing Report 
 

Date:  July 12, 2011 

City:  St. Augustine 

Location:  Flagler College Auditorium 

Time:  8:00am-11:00am 

Number of Speakers:  35 

Total Attendance:  98 

 

The public hearing in St. Augustine took place at Flagler College (14 Granada St. St. Augustine, 

FL 32084). Prior to the meeting, a map with directions to the hearing and parking instructions was 

posted on the internet.  Legislative staff posted signs outside the building and the room to provide 

directions to the hearing, and was on hand to answer questions and display district building software 

outside the meeting room. 

The hearing was advertised in the St. Augustine Record-Union July 9-12, and an op-ed jointly 

authored by the Chairman Gaetz and Chairman Weatherford was published in the St. Augustine Record 

on July 6. Each chamber’s website published the public notice, and social media websites invited the 

public to the hearing as well.  Senate staff sent invitations to more than 90 school board officials, over 

180 county commissioners and administrators, more than 60 personnel under local supervisors of 

elections, and over 490 city elected officials in Northeast Florida. More than 230 public interest group 

leaders received invitations as well, encouraging the leaders and the groups they represent to attend the 

hearing.  

The hearing was streamed live on The Florida Channel’s website, recorded, and subsequently re-

aired. There were 7 senators and 26 representatives present at the hearing chaired by Senator Gaetz. 

Attendance cards were filled out by 53 people. Another 35 indicated they wanted to speak at the hearing, 

bringing the total recorded attendance to98.  

After hearing testimony and gathering input from the public, legislators at the meeting were 

given an opportunity to comment.   
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Hearing Report 
 

Date:  July 13, 2011 

City:  Gainesville 

Location:  Santa Fe College Fine Arts Building 

Time:  6:00pm-9:00pm 

Number of Speakers: 71 of 82 

Total Attendance: 227 

 

The public hearing in Gainesville took place in the Fine Arts Building at Santa Fe College’s 

Gainesville Campus (3000 NW 83rd St., Gainesville, FL 32606). Prior to the meeting, a map with 

directions to the hearing and parking instructions was posted on the internet.  Legislative staff posted 

signs outside the building and the room to provide directions to the hearing, and was on hand to answer 

questions and display district building software outside the meeting room. 

The meeting was advertised in the Gainesville Sun July 10-13, and an op-ed jointly authored by 

the Chairman Gaetz and Chairman Weatherford was published in the Gainesville Sun on July 11. Each 

chamber’s website published the public notice, and social media websites invited the public to the 

hearing as well.  Senate staff sent invitations to more than 90 school board officials, over 180 county 

commissioners and administrators, more than 60 personnel under local supervisors of elections, and over 

490 city elected officials in Northeast Florida. More than 230 public interest group leaders received 

invitations as well, encouraging the leaders and the groups they represent to attend the hearing. 

The hearing was streamed live on The Florida Channel’s website, recorded, and subsequently re-

aired. It was chaired by Senator Gaetz and attended by 9 senators and 20 representatives. Attendance 

cards were filled out by 145 people. Another 82 indicated they wanted to speak at the hearing, bringing 

the total recorded attendance to 227. 

At time of adjournment 11 speakers remained.  Chairman Gaetz invited those speakers to 

supplement the record with their written comments or to submit comments via email.  
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Hearing Report 
 

Date:  July 13, 2011 

City:  The Villages 

Location:  The Colony Cottage Recreation Center 

Time:  8:00am-12:00pm 

Number of Speakers: 55 

Total Attendance: 114 

 

The public hearing in The Villages took place at the Colony Cottage Recreation Center (510 

Colony Blvd, The Villages, FL 32114). Prior to the meeting, a map with directions to the hearing and 

parking instructions was posted on the internet.  Legislative staff posted signs outside the building and 

the room to provide directions to the hearing, and was on hand to answer questions and display district 

building software outside the meeting room. 

The hearing was advertised in the Ocala Star-Banner July 10-13. Each chamber’s website 

published the public notice, and social media websites invited the public to the hearing as well.  Senate 

staff sent invitations to more than 90 school board officials, over 180 county commissioners and 

administrators, more than 60 personnel under local supervisors of elections, and over 490 city elected 

officials in Northeast Florida. More than 230 public interest group leaders received invitations as well, 

encouraging the leaders and the groups they represent to attend the hearing. 

The hearing was streamed live on The Florida Channel’s website, recorded, and subsequently re-

aired. The hearing was chaired by Representative Precourt and attended by 7 senators and 23 

representatives. Attendance cards were filled out by 59 people. Another 55 indicated they wanted to 

speak at the hearing, bringing the total recorded attendance to 114. 

After hearing testimony and gathering input from the public, legislators at the meeting were 

given an opportunity to comment. 
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Hearing Report 
 

Date:  July 25, 2011 

City:  Lakeland 

Location:  Polk State College 

Time:  2:00pm-5:00pm 

Number of Speakers:  46 

Total Attendance:  143 

 

The public hearing in Lakeland took place at on the campus of Polk State College (3425 Winter 

Lake Road, Lakeland, FL 33803). Prior to the meeting, a map with directions to the hearing and parking 

instructions was posted on the internet.  Legislative staff posted signs outside the building and the room 

to provide directions to the hearing, and was on hand to answer questions and display district building 

software outside the meeting room. 

The hearing was advertised in the Lakeland Ledger July 22-25. Each chamber’s website 

published public notices, and social media websites invited the public to the hearing as well. Senate staff 

sent invitations to more than 60 school board officials, over 70 county commissioners and 

administrators, more than 25 personnel under local supervisors of elections, and over 410 city elected 

officials in Central Florida. More than 230 public interest group leaders received invitations as well, 

encouraging the leaders and the groups they represent to attend the hearing.  

The hearing was streamed live on The Florida Channel’s website, recorded, and subsequently re-

aired. There were 5 senators and 35 representatives present, and Senator Gaetz chaired the hearing.   Of 

the 143 people filling out attendance cards, 46 indicated they wanted to speak at the hearing. 

After hearing testimony and gathering input from the public, legislators at the meeting were 

given an opportunity to comment. 
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Hearing Report 
 

Date:  July 26, 2011 

City:  Wauchula 

Location:  Hardee County Civic Center 

Time:  8:00am-11:00am 

Number of Speakers:  13 

Total Attendance:  34 

 

The public hearing in Wauchula took place at the Hardee County Civic Center (515 Civic Center 

Dr., Wauchula, FL, 33873). Prior to the meeting, a map with directions to the hearing and parking 

instructions was posted on the internet.  Legislative staff posted signs outside the building and the room 

to provide directions to the hearing, and was on hand to answer questions and display district building 

software outside the meeting room. 

The hearing was advertised in the Lakeland Ledger July 23-26 and in the Wauchula Herald-

Advocate July 21. Each chamber’s website published public notices, and social media websites invited 

the public to the hearing as well.  Senate staff sent invitations to more than 60 school board officials, 

over 70 county commissioners and administrators, more than 25 personnel under local supervisors of 

elections, and over 410 city elected officials in Central Florida. More than 230 public interest group 

leaders received invitations as well, encouraging the leaders and the groups they represent to attend the 

hearing.  

The hearing was streamed live on The Florida Channel’s website, recorded, and subsequently re-

aired. There were 2 senators and 26 representatives present, and Senator Gaetz chaired the hearing.   Of 

the 34 people who filled out attendance cards, 13 indicated they wanted to speak at the hearing.  

After hearing testimony and gathering input from the public, legislators at the meeting were 

given an opportunity to comment. 
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Hearing Report 
 

Date:  7/26/2011 

City:  Wesley Chapel 

Location:  Wiregrass Ranch High School Gym 

Time:  6:00-9:00 PM 

Number of Speakers:  74 

Total Attendance: 214 

 

The public hearing in Wesley Chapel took place at Wiregrass Ranch High School (2909 

Mansfield Blvd., Wesley Chapel, FL 33543-6931). Prior to the meeting, a map with directions to the 

hearing and parking instructions was posted on the internet.  Legislative staff posted signs outside the 

building and the room to provide directions to the hearing, and was on hand to answer questions and 

display district building software outside the meeting room. 

The hearing was advertised in the St. Petersburg Times circulated in Pasco and North 

Hillsborough counties July 23 and 24. Each chamber’s website published the public notice, and social 

media websites invited the public to the hearing as well.  Senate staff sent invitations to more than 60 

school board officials, over 70 county commissioners and administrators, more than 25 personnel under 

local supervisors of elections, and over 410 city elected officials in Central Florida. More than 230 

public interest group leaders received invitations as well, encouraging the leaders and the groups they 

represent to attend the hearing.  

The hearing was streamed live on The Florida Channel’s website, recorded, and subsequently re-

aired. There were 5 senators and 32 representatives present, and Representative Weatherford chaired the 

hearing. Of the 214 people who filled out attendance cards 74 indicated they wanted to speak at the 

hearing. 

After hearing testimony and gathering input from the public, legislators at the meeting were 

given an opportunity to comment. 
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Hearing Report 
 

Date:  July 27, 2011 

City:  Orlando 

Location:  Bob Carr Performing Arts Center 

Time:  2:00pm-4:00pm and 6:00pm-8:00pm 

Number of Speakers:  153 out of 185 

Total Attendance:  621 

 

The public hearing in Orlando took place at the Bob Carr Performing Arts Center (401 W. 

Livingston St., Orlando, FL 32801-1413). Prior to the meeting, a map with directions to the hearing and 

parking instructions was posted on the internet. Legislative staff posted signs outside the building and 

the room to provide directions to the hearing, and was on hand to answer questions and display district 

building software outside the meeting room. 

The hearing was advertised in the Orlando Sentinel July 24 and 26-27. Each chamber’s website 

published public notice, and social media websites invited the public to the hearing as well.  Senate staff 

sent invitations to more than 60 school board officials, over 70 county commissioners and 

administrators, more than 25 personnel under local supervisors of elections, and over 410 city elected 

officials in Central Florida. More than 230 public interest group leaders received invitations as well, 

encouraging the leaders and the groups they represent to attend the hearing.  

The hearing was streamed live on The Florida Channel’s website, recorded, and subsequently re-

aired. There were 7 senators and 31 representatives present, and Representative Precourt chaired the 

hearing. Of the 621 people who filled out attendance cards 185 indicated they wanted to speak at the 

hearing. At time of adjournment 32 speakers remained. Representative Precourt invited those speakers 

to supplement the record with their written comments or to submit comments via email. 
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Hearing Report 
 

Date:  July 28, 2011 

City:  Melbourne 

Location:  Brevard County Government Center at Viera 

Time:  10:00am-1:00pm 

Number of Speakers:  78 

Total Attendance:  198 

 

The public hearing in Melbourne took place at the Brevard County Government Center at Viera 

(2725 Judge Fran Jamieson Way, Viera, FL 32940). Prior to the meeting, a map with directions to the 

hearing and parking instructions was posted on the internet.  Legislative staff posted signs outside the 

building and the room to provide directions to the hearing, and was on hand to answer questions and 

display district building software outside the meeting room. 

The hearing was advertised in the Florida Today July 24 and 27-28. Each chamber’s website 

published the public notice, and social media websites invited the public to the hearing as well.  Senate 

staff sent invitations to more than 60 school board officials, over 70 county commissioners and 

administrators, more than 25 personnel under local supervisors of elections, and over 410 city elected 

officials in Central Florida. More than 230 public interest group leaders received invitations as well, 

encouraging the leaders and the groups they represent to attend the hearing.  

The hearing was streamed live on The Florida Channel’s website, recorded, and subsequently re-

aired. There were 7 senators and 23 representatives present, and Senator Gaetz chaired the hearing. Of 

the 198 people who filled out attendance cards 78 indicated they wanted to speak at the hearing. 

After hearing testimony and gathering input from the public, legislators at the meeting were 

given an opportunity to comment. 
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Hearing Report 
 

Date:  August 15, 2011 

City:  Stuart 

Location:  Blake Library, John F. Armstrong Wing 

Time:  6:00pm-9:00pm 

Number of Speakers:  67 

Total Attendance:  180 

 

The public hearing in Stuart took place in the John F. Armstrong Wing of the Blake Library 

(2351 SE Monterey Rd., Stuart, FL 34996). Prior to the meeting, a map with directions to the hearing 

and parking instructions was posted on the internet.  Legislative staff posted signs outside the building 

and the room to provide directions to the hearing, and was on hand to answer questions and display 

district building software outside the meeting room. 

The hearing was advertised in The Palm Beach Post and Sun-Sentinel on August 14 and 15 and 

in El Nuevo Herald August 14. Each chamber’s website published the public notice, and social media 

websites invited the public to the hearing as well.  Senate staff sent invitations to more than 30 school 

board officials, over 50 county commissioners, administrators, and personnel under local supervisors of 

elections.  Over 620 city-level elected officials in South Florida and more than 240 public interest group 

leaders received invitations encouraging leaders and the groups they represent to attend the hearing.  

The hearing was streamed live on The Florida Channel’s website, recorded, and subsequently re-

aired. There were 8 senators and 19 representatives present at the hearing chaired by Representative 

Precout. Of the 180 people who filled out attendance cards 67 indicated they wanted to speak at the 

hearing. 

After hearing testimony and gathering input from the public, legislators at the meeting were 

given an opportunity to comment. 
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Hearing Report 
 

Date:  August 16, 2011 

City:  Boca Raton 

Location:  Florida Atlantic University Friedberg Lifelong Learning Center 

Time:  10:00am-1:00pm 

Number of Speakers:  93 out of 110 

Total Attendance:  237 

 

The public hearing in Boca Raton took place at Florida Atlantic University in the Friedberg 

Lifelong Learning Center (777 Glades Rd., Boca Raton, FL 33431). Prior to the meeting, a map with 

directions to the hearing and parking instructions was posted on the internet.  Legislative staff posted 

signs outside the building and the room to provide directions to the hearing, and was on hand to answer 

questions and display district building software outside the meeting room. 

The hearing was advertised in The Palm Beach Post and The Sun-Sentinel on August 14 and 15, 

in The Miami Herald on August 14 and 16, and in El Nuevo Herald on August 14. Each chamber’s 

website published the public notice, and social media websites invited the public to the hearing as well.  

Senate staff sent invitations to more than 30 school board officials, over 50 county commissioners, 

administrators, and personnel under local supervisors of elections.  Over 620 city-level elected officials 

in South Florida and more than 240 public interest group leaders received invitations encouraging 

leaders and the groups they represent to attend the hearing.  

The hearing was streamed live on The Florida Channel’s website, recorded, and subsequently re-

aired. There were 11 senators and 24 representatives present at the hearing chaired by Senator Gaetz. Of 

the 237 people who filled out attendance cards 110 indicated they wanted to speak at the hearing. At the 

time of adjournment 17 speakers remained. Senator Gaetz invited those speakers to supplement the 

record with their written comments or to submit comments via email. 
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The submissions received from Allen Robbins at the Boca Raton Public Hearing included letters, 

emails, pictures, talking points, and the copyrighted publications “Redrawing the Map On Redistricting 

2010: The Philadelphia Study” and “The Gerrymandering Index”. 

 

http://cdn.azavea.com/com.redistrictingthenation/pdfs/Redistricting_Philadelphia_White_Paper_2010.pdf
http://cdn.azavea.com/com.redistrictingthenation/pdfs/Redistricting_Philadelphia_White_Paper_2010.pdf
http://cdn.azavea.com/com.redistrictingthenation/pdfs/Gerrymandering_Index_Whitepaper.pdf
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Hearing Report 
 

Date:  August 16, 2011 

City:  Davie 

Location:  Broward College Central Campus 

Time:  6:00pm-9:00pm 

Number of Speakers:  83 

Total Attendance:  263 

 

The public hearing in Davie took place at Broward College’s Central Campus in the Gymnasium 

(3501 SW Davie Rd., Davie, FL 33314). Prior to the meeting, a map with directions to the hearing and 

parking instructions was posted on the internet.  Legislative staff posted signs outside the building and 

the room to provide directions to the hearing, and was on hand to answer questions and display district 

building software outside the meeting room. 

The hearing was advertised in The Palm Beach Post and The Sun-Sentinel on August 14 and 15, 

in The Miami Herald on August 14 and 16, and in El Nuevo Herald on August 14. Each chamber’s 

website published the public notice, and social media websites invited the public to the hearing as well.  

Senate staff sent invitations to more than 30 school board officials, over 50 county commissioners, 

administrators, and personnel under local supervisors of elections.  Over 620 city-level elected officials 

in South Florida and more than 240 public interest group leaders received invitations encouraging 

leaders and the groups they represent to attend the hearing.  

The hearing was streamed live on The Florida Channel’s website, recorded, and subsequently re-

aired. There were 10 senators and 18 representatives present at the hearing chaired by Representative 

Weatherford. Of the 263 people who filled out attendance cards 83 indicated they wanted to speak at the 

hearing. 

After hearing testimony and gathering input from the public, legislators at the meeting were 

given an opportunity to comment. 
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Hearing Report 
 

Date:  August 17, 2011 

City:  Downtown Miami 

Location:  Miami Dade College Wolfson Campus 

Time:  10:00am-2:00pm 

Number of Speakers:  59 

Total Attendance:  146 

 

The public hearing in Downtown Miami took place at Miami Dade College’s Wolfson Campus 

in the Wolfson Auditorium (300 N.E. 2nd Street, Room 1261, Miami, FL 33132). Prior to the meeting, a 

map with directions to the hearing and parking instructions was posted on the internet.  Legislative staff 

posted signs outside the building and the room to provide directions to the hearing, and was on hand to 

answer questions and display district building software outside the meeting room. 

The hearing was advertised in The Sun-Sentinel August 14 and 15, in The Miami Herald August 

14 and 16, and in El Nuevo Herald August 14. Each chamber’s website published the public notice, and 

social media websites invited the public to the hearing as well.  Senate staff sent invitations to more than 

30 school board officials, over 50 county commissioners, administrators, and personnel under local 

supervisors of elections.  Over 620 city-level elected officials in South Florida and more than 240 public 

interest group leaders received invitations encouraging leaders and the groups they represent to attend 

the hearing.  

The hearing was streamed live on The Florida Channel’s website, recorded, and subsequently re-

aired. There were 12 senators and 27 representatives present at the hearing chaired by Senator Gaetz. Of 

the 146 people who filled out attendance cards 59 indicated they wanted to speak at the hearing. 

After hearing testimony and gathering input from the public, legislators at the meeting were 

given an opportunity to comment. 
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Hearing Report 
 

Date:  August 17, 2011 

City:  South Miami 

Location:  Florida International University College of Law 

Time:  6:00pm-9:00pm 

Number of Speakers:  68 

Total Attendance:  137 

 

The public hearing in South Miami took place at the Florida International University’s Law 

School Auditorium in Rafael Diaz-Balart Hall (11200 SW 8th St., Miami, FL 33199). Prior to the 

meeting, a map with directions to the hearing and parking instructions was posted on the internet.  

Legislative staff posted signs outside the building and the room to provide directions to the hearing, and 

was on hand to answer questions and display district building software outside the meeting room. 

The hearing was advertised in The Sun-Sentinel August 14 and 15, in The Miami Herald August 

14 and 16, and in El Nuevo Herald August 14. Each chamber’s website published the public notice, and 

social media websites invited the public to the hearing as well.  Senate staff sent invitations to more than 

30 school board officials, over 50 county commissioners, administrators, and personnel under local 

supervisors of elections.  Over 620 city-level elected officials in South Florida and more than 240 public 

interest group leaders received invitations encouraging leaders and the groups they represent to attend 

the hearing.  

The hearing was streamed live on The Florida Channel’s website, recorded, and subsequently re-

aired. There were 10 senators and 23 representatives present at the hearing chaired by Representative 

Weatherford. Of the 137 people who filled out attendance cards 68 indicated they wanted to speak at the 

hearing. 

After hearing testimony and gathering input from the public, legislators at the meeting were 

given an opportunity to comment. 
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Hearing Report 
 

Date:  August 18, 2011 

City:  Key West 

Location:  Tennessee Williams Fine Arts Center at Florida Keys Community College 

Time:  4:00pm-7:00pm 

Number of Speakers:  12 

Total Attendance:  41 

 

The public hearing in Key West took place at the Tennessee Williams Fine Arts Center at Florida 

Keys Community College (5901 College Rd., Key West, FL 33040). Prior to the meeting, a map with 

directions to the hearing and parking instructions was posted on the internet.  Legislative staff posted 

signs outside the building and the room to provide directions to the hearing, and was on hand to answer 

questions and display district building software outside the meeting room. 

The hearing was advertised in The Key West Citizen August 14 and 17, in The Miami Herald 

August 14 and 16, and in El Nuevo Herald August 14. Each chamber’s website published the public 

notice, and social media websites invited the public to the hearing as well.  Senate staff sent invitations 

to more than 30 school board officials, over 50 county commissioners, administrators, and personnel 

under local supervisors of elections.  Over 620 city-level elected officials in South Florida and more 

than 240 public interest group leaders received invitations encouraging leaders and the groups they 

represent to attend the hearing.  

The hearing was streamed live on The Florida Channel’s website, recorded, and subsequently re-

aired. There were 7 senators and 28 representatives present at the hearing chaired by Senator Gaetz. Of 

the 41 people who filled out attendance cards 12 indicated they wanted to speak at the hearing. 

After hearing testimony and gathering input from the public, legislators at the meeting were 

given an opportunity to comment. 
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Hearing Report 
 

Date:  August 29, 2011 

City:  Tampa 

Location:  Jefferson High School 

Time:  4:00pm-8:00pm 

Number of Speakers:  92 out of 96 

Total Attendance:  206 

 

The public hearing in Tampa took place in the Jefferson High School Auditorium (4401 Cypress 

St., Tampa, FL 33607). Prior to the meeting, a map with directions to the hearing and parking 

instructions was posted on the internet.  Legislative staff posted signs outside the building and the room 

to provide directions to the hearing, and was on hand to answer questions and display district building 

software outside the meeting room. 

The hearing was advertised in The St. Petersburg Times, Tampa Tribune, Sarasota Herald-

Tribune, and Bradenton Herald on Sunday, August 28. Each chamber’s website published the public 

notice, and social media websites invited the public to the hearing as well.  Senate staff sent invitations 

to more than 45 school board officials, over 70 county commissioners, administrators, and personnel 

under local supervisors of elections.  Over 270 city-level elected officials in Southwest Florida and more 

than 220 public interest group leaders received invitations encouraging leaders and the groups they 

represent to attend the hearing.  

The hearing was streamed live on The Florida Channel’s website, recorded, and subsequently re-

aired. There were 8 senators and 32 representatives present at the hearing chaired by Senator Gaetz. Of 

the 206 people who filled out attendance cards 96 indicated they wanted to speak at the hearing. At the 

time of adjournment 4 speakers remained. Senator Gaetz invited those speakers to supplement the record 

with their written comments or to submit comments via email. 
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Hearing Report 
 

Date:  August 30, 2011 

City:  Largo 

Location:  The EpiCenter at St. Petersburg College 

Time:  8:00am-11:00am 

Number of Speakers:  66 out of 81 

Total Attendance:  161 

 

The public hearing in Largo took place in the EpiCenter at St. Petersburg College (13805 58th 

St. N., Largo, FL 33760). Prior to the meeting, a map with directions to the hearing and parking 

instructions was posted on the internet.  Legislative staff posted signs outside the building and the room 

to provide directions to the hearing, and was on hand to answer questions and display district building 

software outside the meeting room. 

The hearing was advertised in The St. Petersburg Times, Tampa Tribune, Sarasota Herald-

Tribune, and Bradenton Herald on Sunday, August 28. Each chamber’s website published the public 

notice, and social media websites invited the public to the hearing as well.  Senate staff sent invitations 

to more than 45 school board officials, over 70 county commissioners, administrators, and personnel 

under local supervisors of elections.  Over 270 city-level elected officials in Southwest Florida and more 

than 220 public interest group leaders received invitations encouraging leaders and the groups they 

represent to attend the hearing.  

The hearing was streamed live on The Florida Channel’s website, recorded, and subsequently re-

aired. There were 8 senators and 25 representatives present at the hearing chaired by Representative 

Weatherford. Of the 161 people who filled out attendance cards 81 indicated they wanted to speak at the 

hearing. At the time of adjournment 15 speakers remained. Representative Weatherford invited those 

speakers to supplement the record with their written comments or to submit comments via email. 
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Hearing Report 
 

Date:  August 30, 2011 

City:  Sarasota 

Location:  Harry Sudakoff Conference Center at New College 

Time:  6:00pm-9:00pm 

Number of Speakers:  85 out of 106 

Total Attendance:  332 

 

The public hearing in Sarasota took place in the Harry Sudakoff Conference Center at New 

College (5845 General Dougher Place, Sarasota, FL 34243). Prior to the meeting, a map with directions 

to the hearing and parking instructions was posted on the internet.  Legislative staff posted signs outside 

the building and the room to provide directions to the hearing, and was on hand to answer questions and 

display district building software outside the meeting room. 

The hearing was advertised in The St. Petersburg Times, Tampa Tribune, Sarasota Herald-

Tribune, Bradenton Herald, Naples Daily News, and Ft. Myers News-Press on Sunday, August 28. Each 

chamber’s website published the public notice, and social media websites invited the public to the 

hearing as well.  Senate staff sent invitations to more than 45 school board officials, over 70 county 

commissioners, administrators, and personnel under local supervisors of elections.  Over 270 city-level 

elected officials in Southwest Florida and more than 220 public interest group leaders received 

invitations encouraging leaders and the groups they represent to attend the hearing.  

The hearing was streamed live on The Florida Channel’s website, recorded, and subsequently re-

aired. There were 7 senators and 25 representatives present at the hearing chaired by Senator Gaetz. Of 

the 332 people who filled out attendance cards 106 indicated they wanted to speak at the hearing. At the 

time of adjournment 21 speakers remained. Senator Gaetz invited those speakers to supplement the 

record with their written comments or to submit comments via email. 
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Ms. Wright’s submission contained an article written by Dan Miller and published in the Sarasota 

Herald-Tribune:  http://www.heraldtribune.com/article/20110603/COLUMNIST/110609902 
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Hearing Report 
 

Date:  August 31, 2011 

City:  Lehigh Acres 

Location:  Veterans Park Gymnasium 

Time:  6:00pm-9:00pm 

Number of Speakers:  69 

Total Attendance:  191 

 

The public hearing in Lehigh Acres took place in the Veterans Park Gymnasium (55 Homestead 

Rd. South, Lehigh Acres, FL 33936). Prior to the meeting, a map with directions to the hearing and 

parking instructions was posted on the internet.  Legislative staff posted signs outside the building and 

the room to provide directions to the hearing, and was on hand to answer questions and display district 

building software outside the meeting room. 

The hearing was advertised in The St. Petersburg Times, Tampa Tribune, Sarasota Herald-

Tribune, Bradenton Herald, Naples Daily News, and Ft. Myers News-Press on Sunday, August 28. Each 

chamber’s website published the public notice, and social media websites invited the public to the 

hearing as well.  Senate staff sent invitations to more than 45 school board officials, over 70 county 

commissioners, administrators, and personnel under local supervisors of elections.  Over 270 city-level 

elected officials in Southwest Florida and more than 220 public interest group leaders received 

invitations encouraging leaders and the groups they represent to attend the hearing.  

The hearing was streamed live on The Florida Channel’s website, recorded, and subsequently re-

aired. There were 7 senators and 21 representatives present at the hearing chaired by Senator Gaetz. Of 

the 191 people who filled out attendance cards 69 indicated they wanted to speak at the hearing.  

After hearing testimony and gathering input from the public, legislators at the meeting were 

given an opportunity to comment. 
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Hearing Report 
 

Date:  August 31, 2011 

City:  Naples 

Location:  Naples Daily News Community Room 

Time:  8:00am-11:00am 

Number of Speakers:  58 

Total Attendance:  115 

 

The public hearing in Naples took place in the Naples Daily News Community Room (1100 

Immokalee Rd., Naples, FL 34119). Prior to the meeting, a map with directions to the hearing and 

parking instructions was posted on the internet.  Legislative staff posted signs outside the building and 

the room to provide directions to the hearing, and was on hand to answer questions and display district 

building software outside the meeting room. 

The hearing was advertised in The St. Petersburg Times, Tampa Tribune, Sarasota Herald-

Tribune, Bradenton Herald, Naples Daily News, and Ft. Myers News-Press on Sunday, August 28. Each 

chamber’s website published the public notice, and social media websites invited the public to the 

hearing as well.  Senate staff sent invitations to more than 45 school board officials, over 70 county 

commissioners, administrators, and personnel under local supervisors of elections.  Over 270 city-level 

elected officials in Southwest Florida and more than 220 public interest group leaders received 

invitations encouraging leaders and the groups they represent to attend the hearing.  

The hearing was streamed live on The Florida Channel’s website, recorded, and subsequently re-

aired. There were 8 senators and 17 representatives present at the hearing chaired by Representative 

Weatherford. Of the 115 people who filled out attendance cards 58 indicated they wanted to speak at the 

hearing.  

After hearing testimony and gathering input from the public, legislators at the meeting were 

given an opportunity to comment. 
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Submission from Jennifer Edwards 
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Submission from Greg Gargan 
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Submission from Steve Hemping 
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Submission from Norrine Roberts-Hemping 

 



Naples (August 31, 2011)  Page 18 

 



Naples (August 31, 2011)  Page 19 

Submission from Liza McClenaghan 
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Submission from Shari Monetta 
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Submission from Mike Reagen 
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Submission from Mike Stone 
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Submission from Neville Williams 
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Handouts 
 

 
 

 

http://www.flsenate.gov/usercontent/session/redistricting/regions/Redistricting2012_brochure.pdf
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http://www.flsenate.gov/usercontent/session/redistricting/regions/DrawAndSubmit_YourOwnDistricts.pdf
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Displays Prepared by Florida Senate 

 

http://www.flsenate.gov/usercontent/session/redistricting/regions/SWFL_Congress_42x62P.pdf
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http://www.flsenate.gov/usercontent/session/redistricting/regions/SWFL_Senate_42x62P.pdf
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http://www.flsenate.gov/usercontent/session/redistricting/regions/SWFL_Senate_42x62P.pdf
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http://www.flsenate.gov/usercontent/session/redistricting/regions/SWFL_Deviations_42x62L.pdf
http://www.flsenate.gov/usercontent/session/redistricting/regions/Deviations_42x62L.pdf
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Hearing Report 
 

Date:  September 1, 2011 

City:  Clewiston 

Location:  Hendry County Health Department 

Time:  8:00am-11:00am 

Number of Speakers:  20 

Total Attendance:  45 

 

The public hearing in Clewiston took place at the Hendry County Health Department (1100 

South Olympia Ave., Clewiston, FL 33440). Prior to the meeting, a map with directions to the hearing 

and parking instructions was posted on the internet. Legislative staff posted signs outside the building 

and the room to provide directions to the hearing, and was on hand to answer questions and display 

district building software outside the meeting room. 

The hearing was advertised in The St. Petersburg Times, Tampa Tribune, Sarasota Herald-

Tribune, Bradenton Herald, Naples Daily News, and Ft. Myers News-Press on Sunday, August 28. On 

Thursday, September 1, an advertisement was published in the Clewiston News. Each chamber’s 

website published the public notice, and social media websites invited the public to the hearing as well.  

Senate staff sent invitations to more than 45 school board officials, over 70 county commissioners, 

administrators, and personnel under local supervisors of elections.  Over 270 city-level elected officials 

in Southwest Florida and more than 220 public interest group leaders received invitations encouraging 

leaders and the groups they represent to attend the hearing.  

The hearing was streamed live on The Florida Channel’s website, recorded, and subsequently re-

aired. There were 5 senators and 17 representatives present at the hearing chaired by Senator Gaetz. Of 

the 45 people who filled out attendance cards 20 indicated they wanted to speak at the hearing.  

After hearing testimony and gathering input from the public, legislators at the meeting were 

given an opportunity to comment. 
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Submission from Stephen Garrett 
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Submission from Donna Storter-Long 

 



Clewiston (September 1, 2011)  Page 5 

 
 



Clewiston (September 1, 2011)  Page 6 

Submission from Joseph H. Thomas 

 



Clewiston (September 1, 2011)  Page 7 



Clewiston (September 1, 2011)  Page 8 

 



Clewiston (September 1, 2011)  Page 9 

Submission from Brian Whitehall 
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Handouts 
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Displays Prepared by Florida Senate 

 

http://www.flsenate.gov/usercontent/session/redistricting/regions/SEFL_Congress_42x62P.pdf
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http://www.flsenate.gov/usercontent/session/redistricting/regions/SEFL_Senate_42x62P.pdf
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http://www.flsenate.gov/usercontent/session/redistricting/regions/SEFL_House_42x62P.pdf
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http://www.flsenate.gov/usercontent/session/redistricting/regions/SWFL_Deviations_42x62L.pdf
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