
 
 

THE FLORIDA SENATE 
SENATOR DON GAETZ 

President 

 
 

SUITE 409, THE CAPITOL, 404 SOUTH MONROE STREET ▪ TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32399-1100 ▪ TELEPHONE (850) 487-5229 
 

Senate’s Website:  www.flsenate.gov 

 

For Immediate Release        Contact: Katie Betta 
July 10, 2013                    (850) 487-5229 

  

 

President Gaetz Appoints Senate Select Committee on Indian River Lagoon and Lake 

Okeechobee Basin 

 

Stuart–Senate President Don Gaetz (R-Niceville) today appointed a Senate Select Committee on 

Indian River Lagoon and Lake Okeechobee Basin. The select committee will investigate 

policies, spending, and any other governmental activities affecting water management in the 

Indian River Lagoon and Lake Okeechobee Basin.  The committee will conduct hearings and 

prepare a report to be submitted by November 4, 2013, to the Senate Committees on 

Appropriations, Environmental Preservation, and Agriculture. 

 

“The federal government and the State of Florida have invested vast sums and spent a number of 

years developing water policies for the Indian River Lagoon and Lake Okeechobee Basin,” said 

President Gaetz. “The purpose of this Select Committee is to determine what progress has been 

made and what changes in policy, if any, should be recommended to the Legislature and the 

Congress.” 

 

“Local residents can see the impact of discharges from Lake Okeechobee into the St. Lucie River 

and Indian River Lagoon firsthand and have asked members of our local legislative delegation to 

play a role in assessing the impact of current water release activities,” said State Senator Joe 

Negron (R-Stuart) who was appointed by President Gaetz as chair of the new Senate Select 

Committee.   

 

“This Select Committee will give my colleagues in the Senate an opportunity to gain a deeper 

understanding of the underlying issues and environmental impacts associated with current 

policies,” continued Senator Negron. “We will review historic and current state and federal basin 

wide water management policies and activities and identify options for state and federal action to 

improve water management, including alternatives for discharges from Lake Okeechobee. I am 

hopeful that our work will produce recommendations for improved water management which can 

be considered by the Legislature during the 2014 Legislation Session.”  
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